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Erratum. 


Vol V. No. 5, May 1937. 

Page 172, line 6 under the heading Brittleness of Rachis ’ 

For " T. dicoccunt, var. Ajar, Mihi,” 
rend “ 7'. dicoccunt, var. Ajar, Per.” 
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SoKGHUM li'af-shcatlLs are either pmple in colour or brown (devoid of purple) 
(Fi^. I). Purple (PP) is a simple doniiiiant to brown (pp) (Rangaswami 
Ayyaugar, ei aL, 1933). 

vSorghum stalks may be ]nthy or juicy. Wlicn i)ithy, the midribs of 
the leaves have a white colour and w'heii juicy, the midrib is of a dull leaden 
colour (Pig. 2). A pithy stalk, indicated by the white midrib of the leaf 
(DD), has been found to be a sim})le dominant to a juicy stalk with a dull 
midrib (dd) (Rangaswami Ayyaugar, ei aL, 1936), 

The Talai virtchan cholam of Coimbatore (Sorghum Roxburghii var. 
Mans Stapf) is a coarse sorghum whose stalks are alwaj^s ])ithy (juice extrac¬ 
tion about 13%) and whose leaves have therefore white midribs. In this 
Talai virtchan cholam, brown sheathed plants and varieties are met with in 
very large numbers. 

The Telia jonna of Bellary belongs to the group S. cernuum Host and is 
typical of it. It is juicy with an extraction of about 40%. Its leaf has a 
markedly dull midrib. Its straw is reputed as fodder. Evolved in the black 
soils of the Deccan u])]ands this Telia jonna does not fare well under Coimbatore 
conditions. It was therefore designed to make crosses between Talai 
virtchan cholam (S. Roxburghii var. Mans Stapf) and the Telia jonna of Bellary 
(S. cernuum Host) with a view to tone up the fodder value of the former. 

The following parents were chosen and were crossed—Cross No. 

A. S. exXV. 


B1 
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No. of the 
parent 

Name of variety 

Colour of 
leaf-sheatli 

Colour of 
midrib of 
leaf 

1 

A.S. 171 

Telia jonna 

Purple 

Dull 

,, 190'i 

Talai virichan cholam 

Brown 

1 

White 


The first generation plants had purple leaf-sheaths and white midribs. 
In the second generation if there had been independent assortment of the 
factors for leaf-sheath colour and midrib colour, four groups of plants differ¬ 
ing in leaf-sheath colour and midrib colour, viz., pur])le sheath and white 
midrib, purple sheath and dull midrib, brown sheath and white midrib, and 
brown sheath and dull midrib, would have been obtained in the ratio of 
9:3:3:]. 


The F 2 generation however gave the following numbers in the four 
groups :— 

Cro$s No. A.S. CA'XK—Fy Genemiion, 


Family No. 

1 

Leaf-sheath -> 

Purple 

Brown 

Leaf midrib 

Wliite 

Dull 

White 

Dull 

A.S. 3434 


98 

39 

I 

38 

3 

„ 3436 


84 

32 

27 

3 

„ 3914 


161 

51 

52 

4 

„ 3915 


168 

62 1 

1 

72 

7 


Total 

601 

184 

189 

17 


Calculated (9: 3:3:1).. 

.501-3 1 

167-1 

167-1 

66-7 


X® =31-09; P> -01. 


The high value of shows that the distribution of the four groups does 
not conform to the normal di-hybrid ratio. Such a distribution of the four 
groups as tliat obtained above can be explained only on the assumption 
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KUi. 1. 


KlG. 2. 



Purple Brown White Dull 

(Pithy stalks) {Juicy stalks) 


Leaf-sheath 


Leaf midrib 
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of a linkage between the factor P, for purple leaf-sheath colour and the 
factor D, for juiciness of stalk (midrib colour). 

On this assumption the recombination |>ercentage was worked out and 
gave the value of 30 ± 1*8, in the repulsion phase. 


On the assumption of linkage with a recombination i>ercentage of 30, 
the expected distribution of the four groups of plants is as follows ;— 


Leaf-sheath —> 

Ptirple 

Brown 

Leaf midrib 

White 

Dull 

White 

Dull 

1 

Jsiimbers obtained 

501 

184 

189 

17 

Calculated (30% cross over). 

405 

:i03 

203 

20 


5*98; P > *05. 


The value X® = 6*98 with P greater than *05 shows that the assumption 
of linkage with a 30% cross-over satisfactorily explains this deviation from 
the simple di-hybrid ratio. 

Plants with brown leaf-sheaths and dull leaf midribs gave a juice extrac¬ 
tion of 40%. 

Summary. 

In sorghum there is a linkage between the factor P for purple leaf-sheath 
colour and D for juiciness of stalk, with a recombination percentage of 30± 1 *8. 
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In many plants the eflectiveness of the control exercised on transjnration 
by the cindermis is often enhanced by such adai)tations as the secretions 
of a coating of wax, resin, etc. The characteristic " bloom ” on grapes, 
apples, and plums as well as on the stems and leaves of many ])lants is due 
to the presence of srich waxy coatings. 

This deposit of wax raa}" be in the form of closely crowded granules, 
or rods or needle-like structures. These rods or granules are deposited one 
upon the other in so crowded or intertwined a fashion as to form a fluffy 
covering over the epidermis. It has been experimentally proved that this 
waxy covering checks transpiration to a great extent (20 to 30 per cent.), 
Haberlandt (1928). It keeps off water which would clog the stomata and 
prevent the passage of gases, Ganong (1913), It also helps to keep off ants 
and other crawling insects from doing damage to the stem, flowers and 
fruits. As to the mode of formation of waxy covering Haberlandt has 
recorded that DeBary had shown that the wax did not, as might be supposed, 
arise by chemical modification of the cuticle or of other layers of the outer 
wall, but that it was on the contrary a product of secretion. 

The physical structure, the chemical nature and the physiological func¬ 
tions of these waxy incrustations on plants and trees have been recorded 
[Haberlandt (1928) and Allott (1934)]. In sugarcane. Barber (1914) records 
the occurrence of the bloom and its marked and constant presence in the 
" bloom band " of the cane. His description of the distribution of this 
bloom in sugarcane is roughly parallel to that of sorghum. 

The genetics of this character has been worked in a few cultivated 
plants, Matsuura (1933). Tschermak and Vilmorin (Matsuura, 1933) work¬ 
ing 8n Pisum have separately reported that the wax covered (glaucous) 

* Paper presented at the Second Annual Meeting of the Academy, January 1937. 
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was a simple dominant over the waxless (emerald) condition. Vilmorin in 
a cross between two emerald varieties got a glaucous Fj and in the Fg genera¬ 
tion obtained a 9 : 7 ratio of glaucous to emerald. The crossing experiments 
of these workers and of Wellensiek (1925) indicate that two genes are in¬ 
volved in the inheritance of bloom. White (1918), Harland (1920 and 1922), 
and Peat (1928) have separately worked on this character in Ricinus and 
have reported that three pairs of genes are responsible for the inheritance 
of bloom in its various grades. The bloomed condition is dominant over 
the bloomless. In Ruhm, Wellington (Matsuura, 1933) has reported that 
the bloomed condition is partially dominant, the glaucous canes giving 
glaucous, intermediate and non-glaucous ones in the ratio of 1:2:1. In 
Brassica, Kajauus (Matsiiura, 1933) has found that the waxy covering of 
the leaf is partially dominant over the w^axless condition, the Fj individuals 
being continuous between the extreme or parental types, giving a 1:2:1 
ratio. In Pirns, Wellington (Matsuura, 1933) found that the abundance of 
bloom on the stem is recessive to little or no bloom. In Prunus, Wellington 
(Matsuura, 1933) has shown from certain crosses that thick bloom on the 
fruit is dominant over thin bloom. In Bryonta, the presence of bloom on 
the berry has been reported to be completely recessive to its absence by 
Jones and Rayner (1916). In Salix, Heribert-Nilsson (Matsuura, 1933) 
has sliow'n that the blue waxy condition of 5. daphnoides w'as dominant 
to the non-waxy of 5. purpurea, while in a cross with the non-waxy S. viminalis 
the character of S. daphnoides ]:>roved to be recessive. The latter cross gave 
in the Fj several gradations of waxy covering.'" In Canna, Honing (Matsuura, 
1933) has reported the existence of polymeric genes for waxy layers on the 
leaves, the bloomed condition in combination with other characters being 
dominant over the bloomless. In Triticum, according to Tschermak 
(Matsuura, 1933) Miezinsky obtained re.snlts indicating that the wax forma¬ 
tion on the leaf surface is dominant to the smooth green leaf. But Biffen 
(1916) records the appearance of plants with green leaves among the off¬ 
spring of the cross between two waxy types. In Avena, Nilsson-Ehle 
(Matsuura, 1933) has shown that the presence of bloom on the lemma is 
partially dominant over its absence. It was further found that the forma¬ 
tion and degree of wax efflorescence was also due to another (possibly one) 
strengthening gene the absence of which resulted in a relatively tliin deposit. 
In Secale, Tschermak and Heribert-Nilsson (Matsuura, 1933) working sepa¬ 
rately reported that the presence of wax on the stem, leaves and glumes 
was dominant to its absence. It will thus be seen that in the majority of 
cases reported the bloomed condition is dominant to its partial or complete 
absence. 
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Sorghnm, the giant millet, is mostly raised under rain-fed conditions. 
Rains are apt to fail or be sparse. Though both drought resistant and 
drought evasive, the sorghum crop with its heavy foliage runs the risk of 
drying, if the heavy transpiration due to the high tropical temperature is 
not checked. To control this high rate of transpiration the epidermis 
secretes a lot of wax which forms a covering for the plant and reduces 
transinration by partly closing up the stomata. It is common to observe 
when the temperature is high during the middle of the day, that the leaves 
of the sorghum plant fold in along the midrib or roll up covering the top 
surface and exposing the under surface with its heavy |)rotective coating of 
wax. The importance of this adaptation is obvious. 

All sorghum types so far examined have a very light basic layer of wax 
on the leaves (on both sides) which is not visible to the naked eye. It is on 
tliis wax that dnst, soil particle or other foreign matter sticks. Scrapings 
from the surfaces of leaves when examined under the microscope consist 
of small x>articles of soil mixed up with granules of wax. This wax is in 
the form of lumi)s with irregular sha})es and not in the form of fibres. In 
certain types such as broom corns {Andropogon Sorghum var. iechnictmi) 
and many s])ecies of wild sorghums, this type of covering is fairly thick and 
on a dark green background imjmrts a bluish green look to the jdant. 

A more conspicuous waxy covering visible even to the naked eye is 
found over this basic layer in all sorghums examined so far and its distri¬ 
bution is heavy in some and sparse in others. This latter type is in the 
form of fibres. It covers the former and gives an ashy look to the plant. 
It is when both the kinds of secretions are markedly sparse that the plant 
])resents a glossy look. 

An examination of both cultivated and wild sorghums of Asiatic or 
African origin shows that this waxy secretion is found in all in some degree 
or other. Forms that appear to be bloomless reveal traces thereof on care¬ 
ful examination. Types completely free from this bloom have not been 
met with so far. The troi>ical sorghums have a much thicker coating of 
wax than the sub-tropical forms. The African types and the African 
introductions into America have a heavy bloom while the Chinese kaoliangs 
have conij)aratively less bloom. The Indian types, i>articukrly those from 
Deccan and the Central Provinces, are more or less heavy bloomed. Under 
normal conditions the irrigated types jiroduce less waxy secretion than the 
rain-fed ones. 

This waxy secretion begins to appear very early in the life of the plant. 
The examination of seedlings at various stages of growth shows that the 
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secretion can be made out with a lens even on the third or fourth day after 
germination. In seedlings a week old, enough visible deposit is formed on 
the leaf-sheath and the lower surface of the leaf. As the seedling grows, 
the secretion of wax increases and the incnistation becomes thicker, and is 
most in evidence as the plant approaches the flowering phase, when the rate 
of secretion is highest. Thereafter there is a gradual decline. 

As already recorded the leaf-sheath and the lower surface of the leaf 
are the regions which show the earliest traces of the de])osit. When the 
internodes are formed, the bloom is seen on the internodes also, more promi¬ 
nently on the exposed regions, and particularly so at the very top of the 
internode, hater on with the emergence of the hoot and of the head, the 
glumes, the central axis and the bases of panicle branches show traces of 
this w^axy secretion. In no region is it so thick as on the boot, the final leaf- 
sheath. Whether on the leaf-sheath, leaf-blade, or on any other region, the 
deposit is more j)ronounced on the intravenous region. The tii^})er surface 
of the leaf is free from this de])osit. As the plant grows, there is a gradual 
fading of this waxy bloom from the lower leaf-sheaths, internodes and leaves 
and a more or less heavy dc])osit on the covered internocies which becomes 
visible when the leaf-sheath is pealed off from a well-grown ])lant. 

The bloom is made up of a characteristic tangle of thin cellular fibre or 
lint-like structures of wax spread over the epidermis. The secretion which 
forms this bloom exudes through the i)ores of the cells of the e]ndermis. 
The cells continue to secrete and the wax gets deposited on the ei)iderniis 
in the form of long thin fibre-like formations. Microsca]nc examination of 
a bit of the waxy covering shows that it consists of numerous bits of 
threadlike formations which are hooked or rolled u]) at their blunt, distal 
ends (Fig. 1), Under reflected light they are white to very light bluish 
white in colour. They have an average diameter of 3 to i fx and length of 
100 to 150jLt. Many of these are longer than the epidermal cells. The 
deposit is comi)aratively heavier round about the stomata. With the 
increase in the deposit they get crowded and interwoven and give the 
appearance of a tangle of hooked fibres. 

The earliest deposits consist mostly of shorter fibres (30 to 40 fx long), 
while the later ones contain short and long ones mixed iijx The deposits 
from mature plants are made up mostly of long fibres only and this indicates 
that the secretioi! of wax slows down very much after flowering and seed 
setting. Unless removed mechanically the waxy incrustation, once formed, 
sticks on the plant and will remain there long even after the plant is dead, 
dry stalks with the remnants of this bloom being commonly seen. In old 
stalks exposed to weathering the waxy secretion is not seen in the form of 
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long fibres, but as broken bits or granules. Further exposure results in the 
practical disappearance of the bloom. 

In the thickly deposited condition the waxy covering gives the plant 
a heavily powdered look (P'ig. 2). It is this markedly powdered look of some 
varieties that has led to such characteristic varietal names as Vibhuihi Jonna 
(sacred-ashes sorghum). 

Wax in the form of granules or fibre-like structures is easily wiped off 
by rain or other mechanical agencies. It is therefore a disadvantage to 
the plant, if it could not regenerate the waxy coating that has been removed. 
In sorghum, as in many other plants with bloom, this waxy covering, if 
removed, is quickly replaced b)' fresh secretion. Weather continuing fine, 
when the bloom was removed at the flowering period, the plants regenerated 
the bloom and restored their former appearance in about three days. This 
power of regenerating a waxy secretion, as long as such a protection is re¬ 
quired, is a valuable asset to this premier cereal of the dry tract. 

The waxy secretion gathered from the plant was suj)plied to the Agri¬ 
cultural Chemist who examined it. He reported that the sample was a 
white powdery substance and was absolutely tasteless and odourless, that 
on treating with alcohol, ether or chloroform, it showed it to be a wax, and 
that its melting point was 83 to 84C. vStaining tests also show that it is 
a wax. 

All sorghum varieties have this bloom in some degree or other. The 
degree of manifestation is of two different types—heavy and sparse. Both 
the heavy and sparse bloomed varieties exist in many groups of sorghum, 
though in certain groups the heavy bloomed condition is marked. Kafir 
{Sorghum caffrorum, Beauv.), Milo {Sorghum caudaium, Stapf var. milo) 
and Feterita {Sorghum caudatum, Stapf var. feleriia), grown at Coimbatore 
are all heavily bloomed. In the above groups it is so thick that the blootn 
will come off in flakes. The group Sorghum cernuum, Host, is also markedl}^ 
bloomy. Many heavily bloomed varieties occur in Sorghum Roxburghii var. 
hians, Sorghum nervosum, Bess., and Sorghum margariiiferum, Stapf. In 
the major grain sorghum group Sorghum Durra, Stapf, owing to its wide 
range in origin and cultivation, there is an equal distribution of heavy 
bloomed and sparse bloomed varieties. Sorghum papyrascens, Stapf, is 
generally heavy bloomed. Andropogon Sorghum, var. technicum (Koem,) 
Bailey, and Andropogon Sorghum var. saccharatus, Koern., as well as Sorghum 
guineense, Stapf, are generally sparse bloomed. In the wild sorghums the 
following groups, viz.,—Sorghum versicolor, J. N. Anderss, Sorghum dimidi- 
atum, Stapf, Sorghum purpureosericeum, Aschers and Schweinf, Sorghum 
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virgatum, Stapf, Sorghum verticilliflorum, Stapf, Sorghum halepense (lyinn.) 
Pers., and Sorghum sudanense, Stapf, show a distribution that is more 
sparse than in the grain sorghums. 

The degree of manifestation, as recorded, is of two different types— 
heavy and sparse. In the heavy condition the plant has a distinct ashy 
look. There is a concentration of bloom in the leaf-sheath, especially on 
the boot, and on tlie internode. It is extra-heavy at the tops of both the 

TABI.K I. 


Segregations for Waxy Bloom [Heavy and Sparse), 


Seieciiou 

Parents 

Fi 

F 2 Segregation 

No. 

: Heavy bloomed 

Sparse bloomed 

Heavy bloomed 

Heavy 

bloomed 

Sparse 

bloomed 

CLVIl 

M.S.1404 

1 

A.S. 809 

Heavy 

bloomed 

70 

j 

28 

f!LIX 

>1 


yy 

25 

8 

A.8. 3727 

A.S. 2876 

A.S. 818 


50 

18 

A.S. 4386 

A.S. 1761 

A.S. 2157 

V 

222 

71 

A.S. 4387 


M ; 

yy 

308 

114 

A.S. 4389 

A.S.1746 


yy 

410 

151 

A.S. 4390 j 


M 

yy 

52 

19 

A.S. 4391 

A.S. 3404 

A.S. 307 

yy 

142 

40 

A.S.4392 

jj 


yy 

130 

30 

A.S. 4393 

n 


yy 

137 

45 

A.S. 4394 

o 

»» 

yy 

180 

03 

A.S, 4395 

>» 


yy 

140 

50 

A.S. 4396 


O 

yy 

150 

01 



1 

Total 

2082 

710 

Expected (on 3 :1 basis) 



2094 

698 


*27 ; -7 > P > -6. 
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leaf-sheath and internode. In the heavy type the whole under-surface of 
the leaf-blade is bloomy. In the sparse condition this markedly ashy look 
is not presented. A close examination will show the waxy dejiosit at the 
critical places, namely, the top qf the leaf-sheath, the top of the internode, 
and the base of the under-surface of the lamina. The separation into heavy 
and sparse is well marked, there being no blended intermediates on crossing. 
These heav’^y and sparse bloomed conditions have proved a pair of simple 
Mendeliaii characters. 

The inheritance of this waxy secretion was studied in four artificial 
crosses. Table I gives segregations for the heavy and the sparse bloomed 
conditions. 

Other experiences in this segregation are recorded in Table II. 


TABI.IS II. 

Segregations for Waxy Bloom, 


Selention 

F 2 Segregation 

No. 

Heavy bloomed 

Sparse bloomed 

A.S. 3366 

119 

40 

A.S. 3791 

97 

24 

A.S. 3793 

162 

50 

A.S. 3949 

49 

17 

A.S. 3967 

43 

13 

A.S. 3958 

47 

16 

1 

A.S. 3964 

18 

6 

A.S. 4066 

96 

29 

Total .. 

620 

194 

Expected (on 3:1 
basis) 

610 >5 

203*6 


=« -59 : 


‘6 > P > 3, 
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An Fg was raised from A..S. 3949 and behaved as in Table III. 

Table III. 

Fj Generation from .4.S. 3949. 





Segregation 

Selection 


Character o( 



No. 


Selection 

Heavy bloomed 

Sparse bloomed 

A.S. 4812 


Heavy bloom 

Pure 


A.S. 4821 


Pur(‘ 


A.S. 4823 


tJ 

Pure 


A.S. 4827 



Pure 


A.S. 4814 


S|)aT8e bloom 


Pure 

A.S. 4815 



,. 

yy 

A.B. 4818 



,, 

yy 

A.S. 4819 


M 

,. 

yy 

A.S. 4820 


n 

.. 

yy 

A.S 4824 


n 

. » 

yy 

A.S. 4831 


n 

. . 

yy 

A.S. 4832 



, , 

yy 

A.S. 4835 


V 

,. 

yy 

A.S. 4813 


Htsavy bloom 

72 

32 

A.S. 4816 



90 

23 

A.S. 4817 


♦f 

50 

19 

A.S. 4822 



102 

28 

A.S. 4825 


« 

82 

19 

A.S. 4826 



6(t 

22 

A.S. 4828 



03 

21 

A.S. 4829 


yf 

(53 

22 

A.S. 4830 


yy 

55 

17 

A.S. 4833 


ff 

60 

24 

A.S. 4834 


yy 

91 

25 

A.S. 4836 


yf 

46 

11 

Total 



846 

273 

Expected (on 





3 :1 basis) 

» • 


839 -25 

279-76 


From the above tables it will be seen that the segregation is monogenic 
and that the heavy bloomed condition is dominant to the si)arse bloomed 
condition. A factor H produces the heavy bloomed condition. In its 
absence (h) the plants secrete only a sparse bloom. H is a simple dominant 
to h. 


The relationship between the characters heavy bloomed and sparse 
bloomed and other plant characters was examined. The sheath is the place 
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at which the bloom is easiest to detect. Sheaths (and glumes) can be 
either reddish purple (PQ), blackish purple (Pq), or brown in colour (pQ 
or pq). (Rangaswami Ayyangar, et al., 1933.) The relatiottship between the 
factors H and P and Q was gone into and the Tables IV and V show tlicir 
indejiendent inheritance. 

Table IV. 

Heavy Bloom {H) and Leaf-Sheath and Glume Colour (Q). 



Heavy bloomed (H) 

I Sparse bloomed (h) 

Selection No. | 

Sheath RP 
(VQ) 

1 

Sheath UP 

(Pq) 

.Sheath RP 
(PQ) 

Sheath BP 

(Pq) 

A.8. 3968 

1 

36 

11 

12 

3 

Expected (9 ; 3 : 3 :1) 

34.7 

11-7 

11-7 

3-9 


X* = -31 ; -98 > P > -9. 

KP Keddish Purple; BP «» Blockish Purple; Hr » Brown, 

Table V. 

Heavy Bloom {H) and Leaf-Sheath and Glume Colour {P). 



Heavy bloomed (H) 

Sparse bloomed (h) 

Selection No. 

Sheath BP 
(Pq) 

Sheath Br 

(pq) 

Sheath RP 

(Pq) 

Sheath Br 

I (pq) 

A.S. 3949 

39 

10 

14 

3 

Expected (9 :3 :3 :1) 

37-3 

12 -3 

12 .3 

4-1 


X* = 1 -04 ; -8 > P > •?. 


It was noted that in the heavy bloomed types the under-surface of the 
leaf was heavily bloomed. From Table VI it will be seen that the dispositions 
of the margin of the leaf-blade whether undulated (Mu) or flat (mu) 
(Rat^aswami Ayyangar, et al., 1935) have no selective influence on the 
bloomed conditions heavy (H) or sparse (h). 
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Tabi,e VI. 

Heavy Bloom (H) and Leaf Margtn Dispositioti {Mu). 



Heavy bloomed (H) 

Sparse bloomed (h) 

Selection No. 

Leaf Margin 
Undulated (Mu) 

Lea£ Margin 
Flat (mu) 

i_ ' 

Leaf Margin 
Undulated (Mu) 

I.ea( Margin 
Flat (mu) 

A.S. 3366 

87 

1 

32 

31 

9 

Expected (9 : 3:3:1) 

80‘7 

29-7 

29*7 

9-9 


X" = .39 ; -95 > P > -9. 


It has been noted in another article (G. N. Rangaswami Ayyangar, 
ef- al., 1934) that a chalky condition of the grain surface adapted it to lighter 
loams. To find out any possible relationship between this adaptation and 
bloom, crosses were designed and the following segregations (Table VII) 
show that the character pair H — h is indeiMjndent in inheritance of the 
pair Z — z. 


Table VII. 

Heavy Bloom {H) and Grain Surface Structure (Z). 



Heave bloomed (H) j 

Sparse bloomed (h) 

Selection No, 

Pearly 

(Z) 

Chalky 

U) 

Pearly 

(Z) 

Chalky 

(/•) 

A.S. 3965 

55 

1.6 

13 

6 

Expected (9 : 3 : 3 :1) 

60-8 

16-8 

16-8 

6-6 


X* « 1 -28 5 -8 > P > -7. 


The relationship between the H—h characters and the B factors deter¬ 
mining the brown grain was gone into and Table VIII will show that they 
are independenc in inheritance. 
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TABI.E VIII. 


Heavy Bloom {H) and Grain Colour Factors and 


Selection No. 

Heavy bloomed (H) 

Sparse bloomed (h) 

1 

Brown grain 

, 

White grain 
B^bg, biB^, or 
bib. 

Brown grain 
BiB, 

White grain 
Bjb,. biBo, or 
bib. 

A.S. 4064 

39 

31 

20 

13 

A.S. 4065 

55 

40 


11 

Total .. 

94 

71 

38 

24 

Expected ou 





(27 : 21 : 9 : 7 basis) .. 

97^5 

73*5 

31 *5 

24 *5 


X* = 1-57 ; -7 > P > .5. 


. It will thus be seen that the waxy bloom character pair H—h is inde¬ 
pendent in inheritance to the leaf-sheath colour characters RP, BP and Br. 
(P and Q) leaf-margin disposition characters—undulated and flat (Mu—mu), 
the grain surface structure characters pearl}* and chalky (Z— z), and the 
B factors responsible for the manifestation of brown colour on the grain 
and anthers (B, and Bj), 

Summary, 

All sorghum varieties develop a waxy bloom. When heavy this bloom 
is present on the leaf-sheath, leaf-blade, internode, panicle branch and glume. 
It is best seen at flowering time. When sparse, the bloom is easily seen at 
the top of the leaf-sheath, top of the internode, and the base of the under¬ 
surface of the leaf. Some groups of sorghum show the bloom in heaviness 
and others in sparseness. The heavy bloomed condition (H) is a simple domi¬ 
nant to the sparse bloomed condition (h). The factor (H) is independent in 
inheritance to the leaf-sheath colour factors P and Q, leaf margin disposition 
factor Mu, grain surface structure factor Z, and the brown grain factors 
Bi and B*. 
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The Presidency of Bombay is well known for its varied climatic and topo¬ 
graphical features and the whole province is far from what may be called a 
‘homogeneous province’ more especially from the botanical point of view. 
It possesses all types of vegetation ranging between the Arabio-African flora 
in the North and the Indo-Malayau one in the South. The study of the 
algae collected from various localities would, therefore, be of great interest, 
and it is with this object that the writer has planned to work out the algal 
flora of the Bombay Presidency. In a previous communication* some forms 
of .Myxophyceae collected from Bombay were described, but in this paper the 
writer gives a systematic account of some of the fresh-water Chlorophyceae 
gathered from Bombay and its environs during the last five years. It may 
be mentioned that, except for some marine forms recently described by 
Boergesen, there is no record of green algae from this part of the country. 

Observations made at different localities have shown that a number of 
marine Chlorophyceae have migrated into fresh-water and a few fresh-water 
forms are inhabiting brackish-water areas. Among the former may be men¬ 
tioned, (1) Enieromorpha prolifera J. Ag., (2) Chatomorpha indica Kfltz., 
(3) Rhizoclonium Kochianum Ktltz., and (4) Vaucheria piloboloides Thur., 
while (1) Hydrodictyon reticulatum (L.) Bagerheim, (2) Rhizoclonium hiero- 
glyphicum (C. A. Ag.) Kiitz., and (3) Stigeoclonium lubricum Ktitz. are of the 
latter type. 

In all thirty-six forms have been described in this paper out of which 
four have been found growing on soil, three on stones or rocks, one on a 
gastropod shell, four in running water and the rest from the steady waters 
of pools, tanks and ponds. There are two new species and one new variety. 
Some species of Euglena, Mougeoiia and Debarya, although collected in large 
quantities, could not be identified owing to the materials being sterile. 

* Dixit, " The Myxophyce* of the Botnbay Presidency, India—I,” Proc. Ittd. Acad. 
ScL, Vol. Ill, No. 1, (B), 1936. 
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The Chlorophycece of the Bombay Presidency ^ Indian I 

Systematic Enumeration of the Species Observed.* 

Class Chlorophyccse, 

Order Volvocales. 

Sub-order Chlainydomonadineae. 

Family Sphaerellacese. 

C^nus Volvox (E.) Ehrenbcrg. 

1. Volvox dissipatrix (Shaw) lyeng. Iyengar, “ Contributions to Our 
Knowledge of the Colonial Volvocales of South India," Journ. Linn. Soc. 
BoL, XEIX, 1933, p. 356. 

Fani. vSex., 1,000-1,380/x ; protoplastis, 5-6/1 lat, ; oosp,, 37-40/i lat. 

Habitat.—Dudhia Talao, Pavagadh, Gujerat (about 2,000 ft. above 
sea-level), (November.) 

Order Chlorococcales. 

Family Chlorococcaceae. 

Genus Charachim A. Braun. 

2. Charachim ambiguim Hermann. Ecmmermann, Brunnthaler imd 
Pascher in Pascher's S'usswasser-Flora Deulschlands, Osterreichs und Der 
Schiveiz., Heft 5, 1915, Fig. 17. 

Forma. 

Lat. Cell., 4-7 4/x; long, cell,, 22-26/x. 

Habitat.—Epiphytic on a sterile species of Pithophora, Borivali, (August.) 

This form is .slightly shorter than the type. 

Family Hydrodictyaceae, 

Genus Pediasirum Meyeii. 

3. Pediasirum duplex Meyen. Var. regulosum Raciborski. Lenimermann, 
Brunnthaler und Pascher, op. cii., 1915, Fig. 57 k. 

Colon., 16-32 cells; crass, colon., 40 *7-85-5/x; lat. cell., 11-14 *8/x. 

Habitat.—In the Laboratory fre.sh-water aquarium, Wilson College, 
Bombay. (February.) 

4. Pediasirum tetras (Ehrcnb.) Ralfs. Ralfs, The Briiish Desmidiece, 
1848, PI. XXI, I; Fritsch and Rich, Fresh-water Algae of Africa, " Trans. 
Roy. Soc., South Africa, 1924, XI, p. 311, Fig. 1, D^F. 

Colon., 8 cells; crass, colon., 29*6-33-3/x; lat. cell., 54-7-4/x. 

Habitat.—In a pond, Jogeshwari. (vSeptember.) 

• The classification given by F. E. Fritsch, in The Stntclure and Reproduction of 
the Algm, 1, Cambridge, 1935, has been followed in this paper. 

B2 
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The forms observed certainly belong to Pediastrum tetras (Ehrenb.) Ralfs, 
but there is a variability in the shape of the incision between the marginal 
processes, as has been observed by Fritsch and Rich. All the three forms 
drawn by them have been met with. 

Genus Hydrodictyon Roth. 

5. Hydrodictyon reticulatum (E.) Eagerheini. lyemmerniann, Brunnthaler 
und Pascher, op. cit., 1915, Fig. 68. 

Eat. cell., 83-148/X ; long, cell., 5 mm. 

Habitat.—In pools, rivulets and rarely in brackish-water, mixed with 
Enteromorpha prolifera J. Ag., 1. Borivali, 2. Poona. (September.) 

Family Coelastracese. 

Genus Scenedesmus Meyen. 

6. Scenedesmus ecornis (Ralfs) Chod. Ralfs, The British Desmidiea, 
1848, Tab. XXXI, Fig. 12 h ; Chodat, Scenedesmus, De la Revue d’hydro- 
logie, III, Anne, No. 3/4. 1926, p. 170. 

Colony of 2-4 cells; lat, colon., 11-14-8/x; long, cell., 6-4-11/a. 

Habitat.—In a rainpool, Borivali. (September.) 

7. Coelastrum microporum Naegeli (= Caelastrum indicum Turner). 
Pascher, op. cit., 1916, Fig. 307 ; .Smith, “ The Plankton Algse of the Okoboj 
Region, ” Trans. Amer. Mic. Soc., 1926, XEV, 3, PI. 18, Figs. 10-11. 

Lat, cell., 7-4-18-6/X. 

Habitat.—In a rainjwol, Borivali. (July.) 

Order Ulotrichales. 

Sub-order Ulotrichinese. 

F'amily Ulotrichaceae. 

Genus Ulothrix Ktitz. 

8. Ulothrix variabilis Kiitz. Heering in Pascher’s Sitsswasser-Flora 
Deutschland, Osterreichs und Der Schweiz., Heft 6, 1914, Fig. 27. 

Lat. cell., 5-7 ;x; long, cell., 8-lOfx. 

Habitat.—Epiphytic on a species of CeratophyUum in ditches, Khar. 
(July.) 

9. Ulothrix zonata Kiitz. Heering, op. cit., 1914, p. 35, Figs. 35« 
and 36. 

Lat. cell., 18-5-37^; long, cell., 7-4-18-5/a. 

Habitat.—Epiphytic on aquatic grass in a pond, Bandra. (September.) 
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Family Ulvaceae. 

Genus Enteromorpha I,ink. 

10. Enteromorpha prolifera J. Ag. Heering, op. cit., 1914, p. 27, Fig. 24. 

Fat. cell., 8-14/i; long, cell,, 18-5-22'2/i. 

Habitat.—From seacoast and also river, Borivali. (August.) 

Order Cladophorales. 

Family Cladophoraceae. 

Genus Chatomorpha Ktitz. 

11. Chcetomorpha indica Kiitz. Boergesen, “ A list of Marine Algae from 
Bombay,” Danske Videnskabemes Selokab, Biologiske Meddelser Copenhagen, 
1935, XII, 2, p. 12, Fig. 2. 

Fat. cell., 40-60 ; long, cell., 65-85/a. 

Habitat.—In Poisar River, Borivali; in salt-pans, Govari (January.)f 

Genus Rhizoclonium Kiitz. 

12. Rhizoclonium Kochianum Ktitz. Boergesen, Mar. Alg. D.W.I., 
Vol. I, p. 19, Fig. 7. 

Fat. cell., 12-3-18-5^ ; 1-2 times as long as broad. 

Habitat.—In brackish-water, Thana (September) ; on mud-flat, Santa 
Cruz. (August.) 

13. Rhizoclonium hieroglyphicum (C.A.Ag.) Ktitz. Heering in Paschcr’s 
Sitsswasser-Flora Deutschlands, Oslerreichs und Der Schiveiz, Heft 7, 1921, 
Figs. 11, 13, 20 and 21. 

Fat. cell., 12-31 fr; long, cell., 37-129/*. 

Habitat.—On garden soil, Wilson College, Bombay. (November.)§ 

Genus Cladophora Ktitz. 

14. Cladophora crispata (Roth.) Ktitz. ampl. Brand./Heering, op. cit., 
1921, p. 40, Fig. 40. 

Crass, main fil., upto 45/* ; crass ultimate branches, 25/i. 

Habitat.—On shells of living Ampularia sp. in tanks and ponds, Bandra, 
Borivali. (August-vSeptember.) 

The alga completely agrees with the description given by Heering except 
that in certain siiecimens the production of two branches from the same 
cell was quite common. 

t Thu plant was previously collected from the sea-shore (c/.Boergesen, o/>. cit., 1935, 
p. 12). 

I Recorded by Carter from Dadar, Bombay (cf. “ Fresh-water Algse from India, ” 
Record* Bot. Surv. l»d„ 1929, 9, No. 4, Calentta). 
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Genus Pithophora Wittrock. 

15. Pithophora polymorpha Wittrock. Wittrock, Pithophoracece, Upsala, 
1877, p. 62, PI. I, Figs. LV17 ; PI. IV, Fig. 19. 

Fat. fil., 80-100 /a; crass, akin., upto 100/x; long, akin,, U])to 166/x. 

Habitat.—In ponds and ditches, vSanta Cruz, Dadar.J (September- 
October.) 

Order Chaetophorales. 

Family Chajtophorea;. 

(renus Siigeoclontum Kiitz. 

16. Stigeoclonium tenue Kiitz. Fritsch, The Structure and Reproduction 
of the Algce, Vol. T, 1965, Fig. 74 a; Butcher, Little known Algjc from the 
Beds of Rivers," New Phyiologist, Vol. XXXI, 5, 1962, p. 300, Fig. 6 a. 

Fat. cell., 7 *4/X ; long, cell., 7*4~‘14*8ft. 

Habitat.—On stones in a rain-pool, Race course, Mahalaxini; in a 
pond, Victoria Gardens. (August.) 

17. Stigeoclonium luhricum Kiitz. Heering, loc, cit., 1914, Heft 6, Fig. 114. 

Forma salina form. nov. 

Crass, main til., 14 «8-18*5jtx (rarely upto 25,9/x); crass, branch til., 
7-4-11 /X. 

Habitat.—On rocks in sea-water pools, Mahalaxmi Battery point. 

The form differs from the type in possessing thicker branches and 
occasionally thicker main filaments. It further differs in growing in 
sea-water. 

Genus ChcBtophora vSehrank. 

18. Cheetophora ekgans (Roth.) Agardh. Heering, op, cit,, Heft 6, 1914, 
Figs. 137 and 138, 

Fat. cell., 5'4-7 •4/x ; 2-7 times as long as broad. 

Habitat.—Epiphytic on aquatic plants, in a forest pool forming mucila¬ 
ginous round masses, Jogeshwari. (September.) 

Family Pleurococcacese. 

Genus Pleurococcus Meneghini. 

19. Pleurococcus NcBgeli Chodat. Fritsch, loc, cit,, 1935, Fig. 90, d and e. 

Fat. cell., 7-4-16-6/X. 

Habitat.—On walls, Elphinstone College, Bombay. (August-September.) 

X Carter (op. cit,, 1926, p. 278) records a form from Dadar, Bombay, under the name of 
Pithophora radians W. & G. S. West, but she examined only the sterile material. It is likely 
that her form may be the one described here, as the locality is just the same. 
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Order Oedogoniales. 

P^aniily Oedogouiacese. 

Genus Oedogonium Link. 

20. Oedogonium plagtosiomum Wittrock. var. gracilis Wittrock, Him, 
“Morphologic \md Iconographie der Oedogoiiiaceen/’ Acta, Soc, Sci,, Venn. 27, 
27, No. 1, 1900, p, 101, PI. VI, Fig. 4; Tiffany, The Oedogoniacem, Ohio, 
1930, PI, XIV, Figs. 141 and 142. 

Lat. cell., 22 26/A ; long, cell., 55-64 ^; oogonium 37-44/x x 55-60/x; 
crass, oosj). 37 /x ; long. oosp. 40-44 /x. 

Habitat.—In a |)Ool, Andheri. (July.) 

The form differs from the type in having slightly shorter cells. 

21. Oedogonium Wolleanum Wittrock. Him, op. cit., 1900, p. 220, 
PI. XXXVII, Fig. 226 ; Tiffany, op. cif., 1930, PI. L, Figs. 479 and 480, 

Lat. cell, veg., 22 37 /x ; crass, cell, suffiilt, 55^ ; crass, oog., 7i) fx ; long, 
oog., 77 /X. 

Habitat.—Epiphytic on aquatic grasses in a ])ond, Thana. (December.) 

Genus Bulbochcete Agardli. 

22. Bulbochcete tenuis (Wittrock.) Him. Him, op. cit., 1900, p. 368, 
PI. LXIII, Fig. 388; Tiffany, op. cii., 1930, PI, VII, Fig. 59. 

Lat. cell,, 11-14-8/X ; long, cell., 22- 33 *3 crass, oog., 22-25/x; 
long, oog., 37-40 /X. 

Habitat,—Epi])hytic on Zygnema sp. in a water course, Mahabaleshwar. 
(January.) 

Order Conjugales. 

vSub-order Euconjugatea*. 

Pamily Zygiiemacca*. 

Genus Zygnema Agardh. 

23. Zygnema cyanosporum Cleve. Czurda in Pascher’s S'usswasser-Flora 
Mittleeuropas, Heft. 9, Jena, 1932, p. 106, Fig. 104. 

Lat. cell., 18-22/x; long, cell, 40-60/x; crass, zygos])., 33-40/x. 

Habitat.—In a pond, Santa Cruz. (December.) 

Genus Spirogyra Jink. 

24. Spirogyra gracilis (Kiitz.) Czurda. Czurda, op. riV., 1932, p, 172, 
Fig. 176. 

Var. magnum Var. Nov. (P'igs. 1 and 2). 

Lat. cell, 33-37 /X ; long, cell., 74-116 (-259) /x ; crass, zygosp., 33-44 /x ; 
long, zygosp., 41-70^. 
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Habitat.—In ditches near M&hakil Caves, Andheri. (August.) 

The variety differs from the type in the bigger size of the cells and broader 
zygospores }x)sseEsing a bluish mesospore without any rib-line. 

25. Spirogyra setiformis (Roth.) Kittz. Czurda, op. cit., 1932, Fig. 202. 

Forma. 

Chromatophores, 8-10 ; lat. cell., 92-111 ; long, cell., 92-129 (-165) ; 

crass, zygosp., 66-74; long, zygosp., 92-118 fx. 

Habitat.—In a pool mixed with Hydrodictyon reticulalum near Mt. Pazir, 
Borivali. (Se]>teinber.) 

The form differs from the type only in the thinner mesospore. 

26. Spirogyra ellipsospora Transeau. Curda, op. cit., 1932, p. 203, 
Fig. 217. 

Chromatophores, 4-6; lat. cell., 148-166^; long, cell., 203-240 jx ; lat. 
zygosp., 100-111 p,; long, zygosp., 155-174 ft. 

Habitat.—In a stream near Canary Caves (Salsette). (V. N. Hate, 
January.) 

27. Spirogyra himorphis Sp. Nov. (Figs. 3-5). 

Vegetative cells cylindrical, 2-3 times as long as broad ; end-walls plane. 
Chlorojdasts, six ; conjugation scalariform ; fructifying cells not swollen. 
Zygospores ellipsoidal to spherical. Exospore thin, smooth and colourless; 
mesospore thick, brown and sculptured in a reticulate manner ; endospore 
indistinct. 

Lat. cell., 83-104 ft; long, cell., 182-216 ft; crass, zygosp., 81-103 ft; 
long, zygosp., Ill ft. 

Habitat.—In a pond, Alibaug near Bombay. (August.) 

The alga belongs to the section Conjugata on account of the plane cross- 
walls (Czurda, op. cit., 1932, p. 135). It can be compared with Spirogyra 
paraguayensis Borge and S. Malmeana Him, on account of the scalariform 
conjugation, unswollen fructifying cells and the ellipsoidal spores with a 
thick brown mesospore, but differs from both in having broader cells with 
six chromatophores and much bigger zygospores with the mesospore reticu- 
lately sculjitured. 

Genus Sirogonium Kiltz. 

28. Sirogonium siicticum KUtz. (== Spirogyra stictica Wille) Czurda, 
op. cit., 1932, p. 144, Fig. 142. 

Lat. cell., 38-56ft; lat. zygosp., 56-74ft; long, zygosp., 76-88ft. 

Habitat.—In a rivulet, Goregaon. (September.) 
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29. Sirogonium infiaia Sp. Nov. (Fig. 3). 

Vegetative cells cylindrical; end-walls plane, Chloroplasts 10, straight 
or taking half a turn. Fructifying cells very much inflated. Zygospores 
ellipsoidal with rounded ends or rarely ovoid. Exospore thin, smooth and 
colourless ; mesospore thin, brown and verrncose, 

Eat. cell., 81“99/Lt; long, cell., 166-298 (-332) /-t ; crass, zygosp., 81-85ft; 
long, zygosp., 111-139ft; crass, gametangia, 166-332ft. 

Habitat.—In a rain-pool, Petlad, North Gujcrat. (vSeptember.) 

The alga approaches Sirogonium ventersicum (Transeau, Tiffany, Taft and 
Li, New species of Zygenmataceae, Trans, Mic. 5oc., Vol, IJII, No. 3, 
1934, j). 229, PI. XXII, Fig, 65) on account of the ellipsoid or rarely somewhat 
ovoid zygospores provided with a brown mesospore that is densely and 
irregularly verrncose, but differs from the same in the number of chromato- 
phores and the dimensions of the vegetative cells and the zygospores. It 
further contrasts in the fructifying cells being inffated to a greater 
extent. 

Sub-order Desmidioidta\ 

I'amily Desmidiaccai. 

Genus Closterium Nitsch. 

30, Closterium acerosum (Schrank) Ehrbg, Krieger in RabenhorsGs 
Kryptogamen-Flora Von Deutschland, (hterreich und Schweiz, Band XIII, 
Abt. 1, Leipzig, 1935, p. 318, Taf. 24. I'ig. 1 ; W. and G. S. West, ** British 
Desniidiacea?, Roy> Soc. London, 1904, Vol. I, p. 146, PI. XVIII, Figs. 2-5 ; 
Ralfs, The British Desmidiece, 1848, p. 164, Tab. XXVH, Fig. 2. 

Lat. cell., 33-44 (-66) ft; long, cell., 365"562 (-721) ft. 

Habitat.—In paddy fields, Kurla. (September.) 

31. Closterium lanceolatum Kfitz. Ralfs, op. cit,, 1848, p, 164, Tab. 
XXVIII, Fig. 1 ; Krieger, op, cit,, 1935, p. 319, Taf. 24, Figs. 9-10 ; W, and 
G. S. West, op. cit., 1904, Vol. I, p. 149, Pi. XVII, Figs. 9 and 10. 

Lat. cell., 40-44 ft; long, cell., 227-296 ft. 

Habitat.—In a rain-pool, Dadar. (July.) 

Genu.s Cosmarium Corda. 

32, Cosmtxrium Phaseolus Breb. W. and G. S. West, op, at,, 1904, Vol, 2, 
p. 158, PL LX, Figs. 12-14. 

Forma. 

Lat, cell., 21-22 ft; long, cell., 22-24 ft; lat. isthmus, 4-5 ft. 
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Habitat.—In a ditch near Vihar Lake. (December.) 

This form comes very near forma minor Boldt., bnt is slightly bigger in 
dimensions. 

33. Cosmarium venustum (Breb.) Arch, forma minor Wille. W. and 
G. .S. West, op. cit., 1904, Vol, 3, p. 10, PI. LXVI, Pig. 4. 

Lat. cell., 14-8-18 /a; long, cell., 18*5-22*2/*; lat. isthmus, 6/i. 

Habitat.—In a pond near MShakal Cavc^. (November.) 

Genus Staurasirum Meyen. 

34. Staurasirum crenulatum (Nag.) Delp. Krieger, "Die Desnridaceen der 
Deutschen Limnologischen Sunda-Expeditiou, ” in Archiv fur Hydrobiologie, 
1932, Suppl.-Bd., XI, Tropische Binnengeuasser, Band 3, p. 129-130; p. 196, 
Taf. XIX, Fig. 10. 

Forma. 

Long, cell., 29 •6-33-3 /a ; lat. cell., 37-40 •? fi ; lat. isthmus, 7 -4-9'O/i. 

Habitat.—In the aquarium, Wilson College, Bombay. (December.) 

Order Siphonales. 

Family Vaucheriaceae. 

Genus Vaucheria De Candolle. 

35. Vaucheria Thuretii Woronin. Heering in Pascher’s Sitsswasser- 
Flora Deutschlands, Osterreichs und Der Schweiz, 1921, Heft 7, p. 38, P'ig. 69 ; 
Brown, " The Algal Family Vaucheriaceae, ” Trans. Amer. Mic. Soc., 
Vol. XLVIII, No. 1, 1929, p. 95, PI. XVI, Fig. 18. 

Diam. fil., 33-116 /i*; crass, oog., 182-200/x; long, oog., 232-260/a; 
lat. oosp., 166-182^; long, oosp., 182-210/x. 

Habitat.—On the mud-flat near aerodrome, .Santa Cniz. (January, 
V. N. Hate.) 

36. Vaucheria piloboloides Thuret. Le Jolis, Lisle Alg. Mar. Cherbourg, 
1863, p. 65, Figs. 4-6; Brown, op. cit., 1929, p. 101, PI. XX, Figs. 40-41. 

Diam, fil., 45-66/x; diam. oog., 83-160/x. 

Habitat.—On tlie sea-beaches, Colaba, Chowpathy and Juhu, Bombay. 
(October-February.) 

Most of this work was carried out in the Botanical Laboratory of the 
Benares Hindu University and the author wishes to express his grateful 
thanks to Prof. Y. Bh&radw&ja, M.sc., ph.p. (London), f.i,.s., for his most 
valuable and generous help throughout the preparation of this paper. 
He is also thankful to Mr. C. Bhashyakarla Rao, m.sc., for drawing the 
figures. 
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EXPLANATION OF THE TEXT-FIGURES. 

Figs. 1 & 2.—Conjugating filaments and the zygospores of Spxrog^ra gracWu (Katzing) 
Czurda var. magnum var. nov. 

Figs. 3 & 4.—Conjugating filaments and the zygospores of Spirogyra bimorphis Sp. Nov, 

Fig* S.-Surface-view of the mesosporc of Spirogyra bimorphis Sp. Nov., highly 

magnified. 

Fig, 6.“—^Conjugating filaments and the zygospore of Sirogonium infiata Sp. Nov. 

Figs. 1 & 2 x 835. Figs. 3, 4 and 6 X 400. Fig. 5 x 1,725. 


A REPORT ON THE GUINEA-WORM FOUND IN 
VARANUS SP., WITH A SHORT NOTE ON 
DRACUNCULUS MEDJNENSIS. 

By M. B. Mirza 

AND 

M. A. Basir. 

{From Ihe Zoological Laboratories, Muslim Unh'ersily, Aligarh, U. P., India.) 

Received December 21, 1936. 

Three years ago, a specimen labelled Filaria from the muscle,s of Varanus, 
was handed over to one of us (Mirza) by Dr. D. R. Bhattacharya, ph.D., d.sc., 
Profes,sor of Zoology, Allahabad University, and we take this opportunity 
to offer our sincere thanks to him for giving us this material for further 
investigation. 

It was also brought to our notice that 60% Varanus were found infested 
with this worm, and sometimes as many as 10 to 15 worms were obtained 
from a single specimen. A large number of Varanus have been dissected 
in our laboratories also, but, so far we have not come across this parasite. 

The worm was kept for a very long time in 70% alcohol and as it was 
not subjected to any kind of fixative, we had to encounter great difficulties 
in preparing it for a histological study. 

Dracunculus is reported from various wild and domesticated mammals 
including the wolf, hunting leopard, pole cat, dog and horse. It has also 
been reported from snakes. In the United States of America and Canada, 
it has been reported from wild carnivores—silver-fox {Vulpes fulva), the 
raccoon {Procyon lotor), the mink {Putorius vison) ; and Cnelydra serpentina. 

The worm from varanus measured 68 cm. in length and 1 *3 mm. in width. 
A series of transverse sections were taken through the cephalic end and the 
internal structure has been compared with that of Dracunculus medinensis. 

The anterior end tapers gradually and ends in a globular head which 
is not separated off from the body by a constriction as described for 
Dracunculus houdemeri HsU, 1933. The mouth opening is oval and opens 
into a short muscular cBSophagus with a tri-radiate lumen one arm of which 
is always directed ventrally. This is followed by a glandular oesophagus of 
considerable length. The three oesophageal glands—one dorsal and two 
sub-ventral—which are entirely separated from each other, are represented 
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here also. The glands are unicellular. The |)resence and absence of their 
nuclei depends upon the age of the worm. If a specimen of medinensis 
is extracted by wrapping it over a piece of wood, bit by bit every day—a 
process which lasts for well over three weeks—the miclei of the glands 
degenerate ai^d are no more to be traced as the glands give up the function 
of secretion and become reservoirs for the storage of reserve material. The 
nuclei of all the three glands could he noticed in specimens which arc obtained 
hy a surgical operation while the worms are still young and lie entirely under 
the sub-cutaneous tissues. 

Hsib in his observations on D. houdemeri, D. medinensis, and D. gloho- 
cephalus, mentions : The opening of dorsal gland was not found by Mirza in 
Z>. medinensis*' (Zeit.f. Parasit,, Bd. 6, Ht. 1, 1933, p]). 114), whereas Mirza 
has clearly shown the opening of the dorsal gland into the muscular ceso- 
phagus (Zeit. /. Parasit., Bd. 2, Ht. 2, 1929, Fig. 14) and on page 143, it is 
mentioned : '"In kurzer Entfernung vom Vorderende miindet lateral in den 
Osophagus der AusfUhrungsgang der grossen Druse ein (Abb. 14, kurz hinter 
a).'' Further on page 147, it is stated: "Am Vorderende steht die grosse 
Drttse durch einen engen, aber stets deutlich erkennbaren Kanal mit dem 
Osophagus in Verbindung (Abb. 14)." It is true that Mirza could not trace 
the openings of the two sub-ventral glands into the oesophagus. 

In two separate series of cross-sections of 2). medinensis, which we 
have prepared recently, the nuclei of the dorsal and the two sub-ventral 
glands have been noticed by us. In the first series of sections, the nucleus 
of the dorsal gland was absent while the nuclei of the two sub-ventral glands 
could be seen (Fig. 1). In the second series, all the three nuclei could be 
seen but the nucleus of the dorsal gland was undergoing degeneration (Fig. 2). 
These observations reveal the fact that the three nuclei of the three glands 
could easily be traced in a comparatively young specimen. 

As regards the structure of the nucleus of the dorsal gland, we confirm 
Hsti's observations. It is very long and irregular in size and differs in different 
regions. It is the nucleus of the dorsal gland that degenerates first and 
then disappears. From this, it is evident that the gland does not perform 
the function of secretion. Our series of cross-sections through worms of 
different ages lead us to the conclusion that as the nucleus of the dorsal 
gland starts to degenerate, the gland gives up the function of secretion and 
becomes a reservoir of reserve material. 

Hsii further mentions : " The contents of the two sub-ventral glands of 
D, houdemeri appeared similar to what I describe for the dorsal gland. These 
two sub-ventral glands also showed tlie same kind of staining reaction as the 
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dorsal gland. In /). globocephalus, however, the two subventral glands 
stained differently as compared with the dorsal gland ; that is, in a hema- 
toxylin-eosin preparation the contents of the dorsal gland took a dark blue 
color, whereas those of the two sub-ventral glands stained orange red.'' 
Our observations with the same staining in the two series of sections are that 
in one series of a comparatively young specimen a part of the contents of 
the dorsal gland, of Z). ntedinensis, took a blue colour and a part orange red 
while those of the two sub-ventral glands stained orange red only. In the 
second series, the contents of all the three glands stained orange red. From 
our observations and those of Hsii's, we infer that the contents of all the 
three glands of an old specimen are the same hence we are inclined to believe 
that in an advanced age all the three glands become reservoirs for reserve 
material. 



Fio. 
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Mackin’s specimen of D. globocephalus was a young worm as mentioned 
by Hsu, hence the opening of the oTitlet tubules of the two sub-ventral glands 
could be traced, as well as the lumen of the oesophagus which is obliterated in 
certain parts in old specimens. It is a pity that Hsu’s specimen of 
D. houdemeri was damaged at this particular region otherwise he too, perhaps, 
would have failed to trace the outlet tubules of the tw'o sub-ventral glands 
of D. houdemeri. Perhaps, in certain specimens the two srtb-ventral glands 
oj)en in the region of the obliterated himen of the oesophagus or in other 
words, into the dorsal gland hence the oj)ening of the outlet tubules of the 
sub-ventral glands into the oesophagus is no more to be seen. Hsu has given 
a ver>' instructive diagrammatic reconstruction of the oesophagus (Pig. 38), 
but it in reconstructed not from worms of the same species but front worms of 
two different species. VVe cannot draw conclusions by combining the charac¬ 
ters of two differcJit .si)ecies in one. 

We do not attach importance to the distribution of the nuclei of ordinary 
and marginal muscle fibres, especially those of the glandular oesophagus, 
as these also degenerate with the increasing age of the worm. Their number 
could be determined in young specimens only, and would be true for speci¬ 
mens of a i)artic\ilar age. The regions of the deformation of the oesophagus 
differ in different specimens, consequently the number and position of the 
nuclei also varies. 

The position and the nature of the nerve-ring in Dracunculus from 
Varanus is just the same as found in D. medinensis. The problematic body 
which has been observed by former authors in D. medinensis and described 
by Pedschenko (1870) as, " ein ausserst interessantes GebiMc, wahrschein- 
lich von Drilsenart ” ; by Leuckart as, " der schon raehrfach erwahnte 
problematische Korper, den ich al.s Bauchganglion dente " ; by zur Strassen 
as, “ der-allerdings enorme-Kern einer dorsalen vSchlund-drtise ” ; and by 
Mirza as, " eine tripolare Nervenzelle,” is also present in the worm in 
question (I'ig. 3, a) and is of the same structure as mentioned by Mirza (1929) 
in case of D. medinensis (Fig. 3, h). After a careful study, we hold that this 
body is nothing else hut a iripolar nerve-cell of an enormous size. 

The posterior end of the w'orm is characteristic of D. medinensis. The 
rectum is short and ends blindly. As the worm was not in a good condition 
at all, the rectal glands could not be traced but these have been seen in 
D. medinensis. The vulva is also absent. The embryos of this specimen possess 
identically the same characters and size as those of a badly fixed specimen 
of D. medinensis. 
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We could not study the number and disixjsition of the head papillae 
of the worm hence these could not be discussed in the present paper. As the 
infection is reported to be very heavy, we shall discuss this and various 
other points which we are forced to leave out at present, after procuring 
well-preserved material, 

Varanus is studied by B.Sc. class students of nio.st of the Indian Uni¬ 
versities as a type of Reptilia. Perhaps, the sj^ecimens obtained by us so 
far were not from the same locality as those obtained by the Zoology Depart¬ 
ment of the Allahabad University. Prof. h. P. Mathur of St. John’s College, 
Agra, also reported to one of us (Mirza) that he too came across a number of 
Dracunculus infesting the sub-cutaneous tissue and the body cavity of 
Varanus, but unfortunately, these were not preserved. If the material 
could be obtained in such a quantity as has been told to us then much more 
light could be thrown on the subject. ’We are looking forward to such an 
opportunity when a more detailed study could be undertaken. It is strange 
that our observations be based on a single badly fixed specimen when there 
seems to be no scarcity of material, but such are the conditions under which 
an Indian researcher in India has got to work. In our opinion, Dracontiasis 
must be prevalent in that area where the infested Varanus were procured. 
Varanus relish and live upon insects as well as crustaceans. They are fond 
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of water and feed, surely, on cyclops harbouring the Dracunculus larvje. 
The intensity of infection in these reptilian hosts is a definite proof in support 
of our view. 

Conclusion .—Turkhud (1920) described Dracunculus from Naia tripu- 
dians and considered it to be D. tnedinensis. Hsii is inclined to take it for 
D. houdemeri considering the size of the embryos of Turkhud’s specimen. 
Turkhud^s material is not available for study but after a thorough study of 
the Z>rac«nc«/ws-material in our possession and knowing the conditions i)re- 
valent in India, we are inclined to think that it could not have been an\i:hing 
else but the same worm as has been found in Varanus. 

Chitwood (1933) mentions ten cases of D. medinensis reported from man 
in the United States of America, out of w^hich four are certainly or ])ossibly 
of foreign origin and six are notecases of D. medinensis He continues, 
It would appear that our native wild mammals harbour this highly im¬ 
portant parasite, Dracunculus medinensis, which is most widely known from 
man in the Old World. It may be that this is a physiologic strain or variety 
which is not adapted to man or that living conditions here account for the 
fact that up to the present time it has not ai)peared in naturally acquired 
infestation as a parasite of man on this continent.'' 

Chitwood holds that the Dracunculus occurring in the fox, raccoon 
e^d mink in Nebraska, Iowa, New York, Pennsylvania (?) and Ontario, is 
nftdrphologically identical with D. medinensis, and probably is D. medinensis. 

We are not in a position to say that the Dracunculus parasitic in animals 
is a physiologic strain or variety which is not adapted to man, but after 
studying the morphology of the specimen obtained from Varanus, we are 
inclined to believe that the Dracunculus of human beings is a variety which 
is adapted to animals also, and we hold that the guinea-worm obtained from 
Varanus sp. is Dracunculus medinensis. 

Summary. 

Dracunculus is recorded for the first time as a parasite of Varanus. 

The stnicture of the worm has been compared with that of Dracunculus 
medinensis and it is concluded that it is the same worm which parasitizes 
the human beings. 
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EXPLANATION OF FIGURES. 

Fig. \.—Dracuncnlus mcdincnsis. Cross-section through the glandular oesophagus, showing 
the nuclei of the two sub-ventral glands, (o) Photomicrograph, {h) Diagram, 
Fig. 2.— Dracunculus mcdincnsis. Cross-section through the glandular oesophagus in the 
posterior-most region of the two sub-ventral glands, showing the nucleus of the 
dorsal gland undergoing degeneration, (a) Photomicrograph, ib) Diagram. 

Fig. 3.—Cross-section through the tripolar nerve-cell and the glandular oesophagus at 
slightly different levels of (a) DracHncnlns from Varanust (b) Dracnncnlus 
fHcdincnsis. 
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The sections have been projected direct on the printing paper through Abbe prism. 
A new and simnle method for takine: DhotomicroaraDhs devised by one of us (M. A. BasirF 







STUDIES ON THE TREMATODE PARASITES 

OF BIRDS. 


Part I. Value of Different Characters in the Classification of 
Avian Trematodes. 
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[Communicated by Dr. G. S. Thapar, m.sc., ph.n. (London).] 

While working on the trematocle pariisites of birds the author has been 
confronted with difficulties in assigning a proper systematic position to some 
of his newly discovered forms. A reference to the literature on the subject 
also shows divergent view^s on several points. It has, therefore, been thought 
desirable to survey in the present communication the factors governing the 
classification of the group ; and to remove as far as possible the existing 
confusion regarding the "merits of different characters. 

The author is deeply indebted to Dr. G. S. Thapar for his valuable 
criticisms and suggestions and also for the free access to his vast library 
without which a work of this nature w^ould not have been possible. 

The classification of Avian trematodes presents many difficulties. Tliis 
is due to the fact that adequate diagnosis of a number of genera and species 
is not available and where such descriptions are available, the accounts are 
incomplete and illustrations few. It w^ould not be possible at present, 
however, to bring the classification on a sound natural basis but the study 
of some new forms from India and a review of the older ones necessitates 
the revision of their classification. 

The general tendency of the various workers indicates that one or the 
other cliaracter has been regarded by them of preferential value in the classi¬ 
fication of digenetic trematodes and thus the diagnosis of the families, 
genera and species is based on such characters. The characters which have 
been emphasised for this purpose from time to time are the excretory 
system, suckers, intestine and pharynx, oral collar, gonads, cirrus-sac, 
receptaculum seminis, genital pore, uterine coils and vitellaria. 

Some of these characters can be traced down to the larval stages. A 
few of them are modified or suppressed during development, but there are 
some characters that are conspicuous by their constant presence both in 
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the larvae and the adults and such characters should, in the writer’s opinion, 
form the primary basis for the classification of the group. These characters 
are discussed here to show their relative importance in the classification 
of trematodes. 

Excretory System. 

Much stress has been laid on the study of tlie excretory system of 
trematodes and there is no doubt that this character has a vital importance 
in the clavssification. It has been considered under different heads, chiefly 
the type of the excretory bladder, position of the excretory pore and the 
general disposition of the entire system. Although the shape of the bladder 
is a constant feature, some workers have given it a specific value, e.g., in the 
genus Ganeo. It should, however, be considered a character of generic 
importance. The position of the excretory pore was regarded to be an 
important distinction between the sub-families Opisthorchiinee and Metor- 
chiinse but Morgan (1927) does not consider it to have more than a generic 
importance. In Halipegus and some other genera the position of the 
excretory i)ore has been regarded only of a specific value. But the primitive 
condition of the excretory system as seen in cercaria represents the tyi)e 
in the adult stage and since this system of organs is least modified during 
development, it should be regarded of a family importance in the classifica¬ 
tion. Faust (1930) advocates this view when he says, '‘Arrangement of ex¬ 
cretory system wliich has been found to be identical in the cercarial larvse of 
three human Schistosome species is an admirable illustration of the fact that 
the excretory system undergoes little change owing to the adaptations of the 
parasitism and is of value in classification.” Brown (1927) on liis studies on 
the life-history of Crepidostomum says, "One of the most important systems 
and one which is invaluable in a life-history study is the excretory system”. 
The number of flame cells and their multiplication is fixed for the various 
families and gives us the true indication of the relationships of the forms 
possessing them. Sewell (1922), as a result of his work on Indian cercaria:, 
very strongly argues for regarding the excretory system as a basis for classi¬ 
fication. Although it is difficult to follow the exact details of the branching 
in the adult trematodes, the main arrangement of the system is sufficiently 
clear to give us a clue to the true position of the individual. 

Suckers, 

t) 

The position of suckers has formed an important feature in the classifi¬ 
cation of digenetic trematodes. Thus in the Gasterostomata the oral sucker 
occupies a mid-ventral position. The pre.sence and absence of an oral sucker 
is considered of generic importance in the families Asindoga-stridse and 
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Psilostomicte. The ventral sucker which normally lies on the ventral side 
comes to lie at the posterior end in Paramphistomoulea. The presence and 
absence of ventral sucker distinguishes the genera in the families vSinrorchidse 
and Cyclocoelidae. • 

The relative size of the oral and ventral suckers is regarded of specific 
importance by Holl (1928) in Gorgoderina. The family Heterophyidse is 
distinguished by the presetice of a genital sucker. Apart from these various 
considerations in the adult trematodes, the oral and ventral suckers are of 
constant occurrence in the cercariac and form a useful character for their 
systematic identification. The position of the ventral sucker as seen in the 
Paramphistomoidea is traceable to the amphistome cercariac and should 
form an independent distinguishing character for the group. Ccrcarise with a 
ventral sucker generally develop into the distqinale forms while those without 
it develop into the Monostomes. Thus it is evident that although the posi¬ 
tion of the suckers in the Gasterostoniata and Paramphistomoidea may be ver>" 
important, the presence of an oral or vential sucker is not of such funda¬ 
mental importance. Invariably it cannot be regarded as a family character 
because in the same family we come across forms which either possess or 
lack one or even both the suckers. Por instance, forms under Cyclocoelidse 
show interesting gradations as regards the suckers. This character should, 
therefore, be regarded of a generic importance. Although a genital sucker 
is considered of family importance in Heterophyidie, Dawes (1936) regards 
it only as a character of specific importance in Paramphislommn. The 
genital sucker, therefore, could only be a good basis for the creation of a 
genus and it should not be assigned a family importaTJce as has been done 
in some cases. 

Intestine and Pharynx, 

Here we have a number of characters, such as 

(а) Ciecal union at the posterior end, 

(б) Caecal divertietda. 

(c) Length of intestinal caeca, 

(rf) Anns. 

{e) Pharynx. 

(a) This character is considered of generic importance in forms like 
Progonus, Opecoelus, etc., while it has been considered an important character 
in the diagnosis of the family Cyclocoelidae and Coitocsecidce. The ceecal 
union has been traced in one case to the monostome cercaria, Cercaria 
kobayasUi and there seems to be no doubt in regarding this character of at 
least a generic importance. 
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(6) Joyeux and Baer (1927) regard the presence or absence of csecal 
diverticula of generic value in the family CyclocoelidsB while Witenberg (1926) 
took it to represent a sub-family character. Cameron (1934) distinguished 
the sub-families Fasciolinae and Fasciolopsinae from each other on the basis 
of this character and Lai (1936) considered the advisability of retaining the 
sub-families Typhloccelinse and Cycloccelinse owing to the presence or 
absence of csecal diverticula. The larval history of forms points out that 
the csecal diverticula make their api)earance soon after the metacercaria 
stage and continue to extend till they have attained their maximum size 
in the adult. Where the beginning is not made soon after the metacercaria 
stage the adults do not show any csecal diverticula. These facts further 
show the systematic importance of this character and the author is inclined 
to regard it as a character of sub-family importance. 

(c) The extent of the intestinal cseca is a character which affords inter¬ 
esting material for discussion. Here we come across two divergent views 
from the same school. Mehra (1936) considers this character to have a 
sub-family importance in the family lyecithodendriida? although his pupils 
earlier considered this character to have only a si)ecific value, in some 
members of the same family. Thus, .Srivastava (1933) separates the sijccies 
in the genus Caneo and Chatterji (1933) differentiates between the species 
of AsHolrema on the basis of this character. In the genus Haplorchis 
(Heterophj'idse) also this character has a specific value. Dawes (1936) 
regards the relative backward extension of intestinal eax'a as a specific 
character in Gastrothylax. The generic significance of this character is 
indicated by Mehra and Negi (1926) in the creation of the genus Tre- 
miorchis (syn. Centrovitus Bhalerao, 1926). Although much light is not 
thrown on this point by ontogeny, this character appears to be subject to 
variations by pressure and unless there are extreme and constant differences 
it should not have more than a specific value or at best a generic importance. 

{d) The presence of anus has been regarded of generic importance in 
Bal/ouriella, Chaunocephalus, Haplocladtis, Opegaster, etc. This connection of 
the alimentary tract with the exterior may be direct or through the excretory 
bladder; there may be a single opening or there may be separate pores. 
Ozaki considered the presence or absence of an anus as a notable and 
important character, although Stimkard (1931) does not consider it a charac¬ 
ter of great taxonomic importance. An anal opening has been observed in 
the metacercaria of Pharyngora bacillaris and it is, therefore, suggested to 
regard this character of generic value. 

{«) The absence of pharynx is regarded only of sub-generic importance 
by Cameron (1934) who maintains the two sub-genera Walsonius and 
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Pseudodiscus, the former lacking a pharynx and the latter possessing it. The 
character has a generic importance in Apharyngvsirigea and a family 
importance? in Notocotylidae, Schistosomidae and other blood-flukes. A 
pharynx is mostly present in the cercaria except in a few furcocercous forms 
or in some inonostome cercaria? belonging to Notocotylidae. On tracing 
the development of such forms it has been observed that such apharyngeal 
cercaria? always give rise to adults w’hich lack a pharynx. An exceptional 
case is rei>oTtecl by Price (1929) who has referred to the characters of Dilhar- 
ziella yokogawai and quotes that a phaiymgeal cercaria was observed in this 
blood-fluke by Oiso (1927). This is rather an interesting case and on 
confirmation in some other cases show^ a possible transition from pharyngeal 
to apharyngeal forms. In view of these observations the author considers 
that the absence of pharynx should be regarded as a generic character. 

Oral Collar, 

The circum-oral collar may bear spines or may be smooth. The former 
is a distinguishing character of constant occurrence in the family Echinosto- 
mida? both in the cercaria and the adult. It may, therefore, be regarded 
of family importance. The arrangement of si)ines on the circuin-oral collar 
varies in the Echinostome cercarue ; some forms, e,g,, Cercaria oscillatoria 
show a single row, while in others, €,g,, Cercaria Itmbifera a double row of 
spines is present. Although much data is not available in this connection 
it may be pointed out that the arrangement of spines on the collar alone 
would not be sufficient to justify a distinction of more than a specific 
value. A circum-oral collar without spines is not considered even of sub¬ 
family importance. Nicoll (1909) separates the genera Stephanophiala and 
Crepidostomum from the suV>-family Bunoderin^e although all of them possess 
a circumoral collar. 

Gonads, 

The position of the ovary in relation to testes has been regarded of a 
family status in Plagiorchidae, Dicrocoeliidse, and Opisthorchiidac. But this 
character forms a sub-family basis in the classification of Pronocephalidee. 
Cameron (1934) also, in his synopsis of the family Heterophyidae, mentions 
it of a sub-family importance in Haplorchinae and Adleriellinse, Some 
workers have greatly discounted its value and regarded it only of specific 
nature, Pande (1935) in Lecithodendrium and Khan (1935) in Cyclocoelum, 
Even Jo}"eux and Baer (1927) consider the pretesticular and intertesticular 
position of the ovary as a specific character in the family Cycloccelidse, Pratt 
(1902), Lnhe (1909) and Ward (1918) have all laid emphasis on the relative 
position of ovary and testes. Stunkard regards the relative position of 
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ovary and testes as a generic character in the family Spirorchidse. It is, 
hoM ever, difficult to trace this character to the larval stages and we have 
to confine ourselves to the morphological data. Although it is not always 
advisable to base one’s classification on the presence of a single character, 
the relative position of the gonads may be taken of generic importance. 
The connubial and tandem positions of the testes alone have formed a 
character of generic value, in several cases. But Srivastava (1933) regards 
the jiosition of testes in Ganeo as indicating only a specific character. 
Similarly Sinha (1932) considers the tandem or diagonal jiosition of testes 
in Cephalogonimus to be a specific character. As opposed to this Cameron 
(1931) considers the connubial, tandem or oblifjue positions of testes of 
generic importance in Heterojdiyidse. In case of Paramphistomutn he 
retains, however, the sub-generic value of this character in distinguishing 
the sub-genera Buxifruns from Explanatutn and Carmyerius from Fischoe- 
derius. Dawes (193G) in Ms revision of the genera Faramphistomum and 
Gasirothylax considers the tandem or emmubial position of testes as merely 
a specific character. 

Cirrus Sac. 

This structure has been considered “as a character of distinction between 
the families PlagiorchidiE and Opisthorchiidai but it is regarded only of 
generic value in the familie.s J^ecithodendriida*, Aspidogastrida; and Spiror- 
chidae. The sub-family importance of this character is emphasised in 
Acanthostomida: and Strigeidse, The appearance of a cirrus-sac in some 
Agamodistomes, c.g., that of Cercaria lhaliu proves its value in systemavic 
diagnosis and this character, therefore, appears to be of a sub-family 
importance. 

Receptaculum Seminis. 

The absence of receptaculum seminis has been regarded of a family 
importance in distingtiishing Psilostomidse from Allocreadiidae. It also 
forms a character of family importance for Heterophyidse. But this charac¬ 
ter has been put to a great discount by Khan (1936) in Cyclocalum and Dietz 
(1909) in P)chinostomidse. Similarly the absence of rece])taculum seminis 
is regarded as a si)ecific difference in the species of Ityogonimus. Its generic 
value is seen in the family Spirorchidse and in the genus Canada (Plagior- 
chidae), The fact that a receptaculum seminis has always been demon¬ 
strated in the trematode possessing it, obtained at any season of the year, 
shows its permanent nature. Its development in some of the Agamodis¬ 
tomes further confirms this. This character should, therefore, have a generic 
and in some cases even a sub-family value in the c la ssifirati on . 
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Genital Pore. 

The position of the genital pore has been considered to be a family 
character in Cephalogonimidse. This has been taken as a distinguishing 
feature of the sub-families of Notocotylidee, Acanthostomidae and Plagior- 
chidas. It has invariably been assigned a generic importance in distin¬ 
guishing Lebouria from Podocoiyl, Parahascus from Phaneropsolus, and 
Proienes from Cercorchis. The genus Lccithopyge has been created on the 
position of the genital pore and Perkin (1928) remarks that the position of 
genital aperture is a character of generic significance throughout the sub¬ 
family Telorchinte. l/dl (19155) recently assigned a generic importance to 
this character in some members of the sub-family Notocotylinae. Yamaguti 
(1936) in his recent paper creates a new genus Lepocreadioides on the position 
of the ge?iital ]X)re and in fact distinguishes it from the closely related genus 
Lepocreadium on the basis of this character alone. It is, therefore, clear 
that the ])osition of the genital pore, if constant, should be sufficient to 
distinguish a gentis. 

Uterine Coils, 

The dis))ositiou of uterine coils was regarded to be of a sub-family 
inii)ortance in the family Plagiorchida*. It was also taken to distinguish 
the sub-families OpisthorchiiTia; and Metorchiinoe but Morgan (1927) regards 
it onl}^ of generic itni)ortance. It is, however, regarded as a character of 
distinction between the families Ceyhalogonimida" and Plagiorchida\ The 
peculiar arrangement of the uterine coils in the family Telorchidae sharply 
distinguishes it from P]agiorchida\ The uterus has a liniitetl distribution 
in the family Allocreadiidai. Although these facts show the importance 
of this character as a systematic unit yet the |)osition of the uterus alone 
should not have much value as this is subject to variation according to the 
number of eggs produced. The uterus has, however, a definite relation 
to the gonads in most cases and the relative position of the uterine coils 
and gonads could be considered as satisfactory basis for the distinction of 
genera in some cases. 

Vitellaria. 

The nature and extent of vittlline glands has been a much disputed 
point in the taxonomy of trematodes and should be considered with 
great reservations in the classification. The position of vitellaria has 
undoubtedly formed a constant feature in some families, Philophthal- 
midse, Dicrocceliida;, etc., but generally there is a great variation in their 
position and arrangement, Although the family Echinostomidae and Psilos- 
tomidee were supposed to have a constant position of their vitellaria, recent 
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discoveries have revealed that their position is so variable in these families 
that in some cases this character has merely a specific value. Also in the 
genus Ityogonimus this character has a specific importance. Perkins (1928), 
however, finds that the po.sition and extent of vitellaria has a generic signi¬ 
ficance in Telorchinse. The genus Cercolecithos is distinguished from other 
Telorchinae si>ecially from Cercorchis in tlie extent of vitelline glands behind 
and over the testes. Sandground (1934) thinks that this character is 
invested with primary value in the classification of Strigeidae. In view of 
these varied opinions and also as a result of the author’s own observations 
it would be better to consider this character on the individual merits of the 
forms. 

Besides the characters mentioned above, the sexuality in trematodes 
is also important and the family Schistosomidae is distinguished from all other 
digenetic trematodes in having distinct males and females. The nature of 
eggs, which so often helps in the clinical diagnosis of human helminths, is 
of great value in the diagnosis of the genera in the sub-family Hiniasthlina?. 
The genera Lebouria and Helicomdra of the family Allocreadiida: are differ¬ 
entiated by the presence or absence of egg-filament. 

Host-Specificity. 

Before dealing with tire systematic work on the Avian trematodes 
reported from India, it would be worth while to discuss the host-parasite 
relationship and structural variations in trematodes. 

The common belief, that the larvae of helminths if they enter an abnor¬ 
mal host may wander about aimlessly and ultimately perish, is based on the 
host-.sijecificity hypothesis of older helminthologists. It has now Ijeen estab¬ 
lished more than once that a single sj)ecies of trematode may inhabit two 
or more hosts. Instances are numerous, that of Omtmtobrephus folium 
parasitic in Tropidonotus piscator, Zeminis natrix, Naja tripudians, etc. 
Xenopharynx solus has also been recorded from two hosts: Nicoll (1912) 
descrited it from Xaja tripudians and Khalil (1923) described the same 
species from Xaja bungarus. Such instances have multiplied in recent years. 
Mention may also be made of the imix>rtant work of similar nature on the 
non-specificity of hosts in cestodes by M^gitt (1934). It is true that the 
widely different hosts like Fish, Bird or Mammal raise a doubt as to the 
close relationship of their parasites but this point has not much significance. 
A large numl>er of species of Opisthorchis have l)een reported from Fish, 
Birds and Mammals yet they all belong to one genus. Nicoll (1909) was 
confronted with similar difficulty when he described the genus Stephano- 
phiala from the common trout. In discussing the systematic position he 
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compared Cfepidostomutn metoecm with Crepidosiomum laureatum, the former 
foitnd in bats and the latter in fish. Nicoll, however, agreed with Braun 
that too great weight need not be attached to this as the larv^al stages of both 
may be passed in insect larvae forming food common to bat and fish. 

Structural Variations. 

Vcvers (1923) on his studies of the genus Para^onimus confii'iiis the 
observations of Ward and Hirsch (1915) that in this genus there is an extreme 
variability in the shajx* and size of the body and internal organs on which 
specific differences were previously based ; and found that the cuticular 
spines alone could differentiate the species from each other. Similarly 
variations may be seen in other treinatodes and allowance should always 
be made of the individual variations in assigning them to their true syste¬ 
matic position. 

Conclusions. 

From the foregoing discussion it would appear that the classification 
of digenetic trematodes has been based on their morphological characters. 
Of these only those characters which are present both in the larvae as well 
as in adult should be considered of primary im])ortance in the classification. 
Other characters whose values have already been discussed may be consi¬ 
dered individually on their own merits. 
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Three pairs of the genus Chabertia Railliet and Henry, 1909, were obtained 
from the large intestine of a camel. Anterior end is obliquely truncate. 
Mouth, facing antero-ventrally, is with two vtry small leaf-crowns anterior 
of which is with very small elements, while the other one is without them. 
A faint transverse ventral cervical gr(K>ve is jnesent preceded by a slight indi¬ 
cation of a cephalic vesicle. Buccal capsule is sub-globular and oe.sophagus 
with lamelliE. 

Male .—Buccal ca])sule contains a plate of knobs, with .small terminal 
sjunes, at its depth. Accessory j)iece as well as jne-bursal papilla: are present. 
The spicules are slender and equal. The bursa is the same as in Oeso- 
phagostomum. 

M easurements. — 


lycngth of the longest w orm 

.. 17*775 mm 

Thickness of the worm 

.. 0*656 „ 

Length of buccal capsule .. 

Width of buccal capsule, antero-dorso- 

.. 0*301 „ 

ventrally 

0*292 „ 

Cervical groove from anterior end .. 

.. 0*618 „ 

Length of oesophagtis 

.. 1*215 „ 

Length of spicules 

.. 1*576 „ 

Length of accessory piece 

.. 0*126 „ 


Female. —There is no plate of knobs with small terminal spines at the 
depth of buccal capsule. Vulva is prominent, near and anterior to anus. 
Tail ending in a spine and curved dorsally. 

Measuremenis .— 

Length of the longest worm .. .. 23 - 411 mm. 

Thickness of the worm • .. .. 0*867 „ 

Length of buccal capsule .. .. •• 0*460 „ 


* The writer feels pleasure in naming this species after Dr. Hasan Rishat Beg, 
Presideat, Faculty of Medicine, Kabul. 
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Width of buccal capsule antero-dorso- 
ventrally 

Cervical groove from anterior end .. 

Length of oesoj^hagus 
Vulva from anus 

Size of eggs .. .. .. 0 *061 

I^ength of tail 


0 *315 mm 
1^012 „ 

1*348 „ 
0*281 „ 
X 0*041 
0*292 „ 




Fic. 1 .—Anterior extremity of male, lateral view. 
Fic. 2*"-Bursa, ventral view. 

Fig. 3.—Anterior extremity of female, lateral view. 
Fic. 4.-"Posterior extremity of female, lateral view. 
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Only one species of the genus Chabertia has been so far described from 
goat, sheep and cattle. The species discovered by the writer closely 
resembles C. ovina (Omelin, 1790) in having its month directed antero- 
ventrally and a faint ventral cervical groove ; bnt it differs in spite of different 
measurements, which show the worm to be stouter than C. ovina^ in having 
small elements on only one and the anterior leaf-crown, in having cesophagus 
with lamellee and the male having a plate of knobs with small terminal 
spines in the depth of buccal capsule. These characters are enough to create 
a new species and in this connection it is suggested that the presence or 
absence of lamellae in the oesophagus may be added to the generic characters 
of Chabertia. 

The writer expresses his sincere thanks to Dr, M. B. Mirza, Director, 
Zoological laboratories, Muslim University, Aligarh, for kindly reading 
over the above account of the si>ecies. 

Type-specimens have been de]>osited in the museum of the above named 
laboratories at Aligarh under No. 938. 
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A STUDY of the existing literature on the Golgi apparatus reveals that several 
misconceptions exist regarding its position, structure, shape and morpho¬ 
logy. It seems that much of the confusion can be avoided if a dispassionate 
study is made without in any way importing personal inclinations into the 
subject. Protozoa forms only one of the fields, and the tendencj' to treat 
the shape, structure and function of the Golgi apparatus in any particular 
type or tyjjes of cells as distinct, separate and unrelated, has contributed 
in no small measure to the existing confusion. To cite an instance, oogene¬ 
sis workers consider the structure, shajje and function of the Golgi apparatus 
as i>eculiar and limited to the phenomena of oogenesis alone and at the 
same time assert that the Golgi apparatus does not arise de novo. But 
Bowen’s (1923) comparison of the secretion of the acrosome by the Golgi 
apparatus to the secretion of various substances in gland cells is accepted 
without reservation : in many cases not fully cognizant of the implications 
of such an acceptance. The sperm has been shown to carry no Golgi 
apparatus into the egg in the majority of cases and since the Golgi apparatus 
does not arise de novo the Golgi apparatus of the eggs gives rise to tire 
Golgi apparatus of all the cells which are derived from the zygote. This 
fact alone will show how it cannot be said that the shape, structure and 
function of the Golgi apparatus are ireculiar to any particular cell or cells. 
There should be—and there is—some fundamental plan in tire Golgi appa¬ 
ratus common to all cells and the different patterns in different cells if 
analysed should resolve—and do resolve—^into numberless variations of 
a single procedure. Most of the cv*tologists do not seem to have realized 
the truth of tlris. Even in 1936 we find Dr. Gatenby emphasizing the 
existence of the Golgi apparatus in cells. The evidence for such an asser¬ 
tion is that the Golgi apparatus even in mammalian cells when centrifuged 
at high velocities is displaced from its normal position. As bodies of 
different specific gravities will move to different poles, actually the centrifuge 
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experiments do not prove the existence of the Golgi apparatus. On 
the other hand, if the existence of the Golgi apparatus is accepted it dis¬ 
proves Cowdry's (1925) conclusion that " as in mammals the fundamental 
material is not easily displaced by centrifugation, it is safe to assume that 
it is probably of about the same sj>ecific gravity as the remainder of the 
cytoplasm” (p, 341). As such repeated assertions about the existence of 
the Golgi apparatus have been and are still a bar to the progress of the 
study of the shape, structure and function of the Golgi apparatus I shall 
analyse here some of the fundamental causes for such a state of affairs. 
These are 1. The laying of too much importance on technique forget¬ 
ting that the apparatus has a morphology, position in the cell, size, consti¬ 
tution, function and behaviour. 2. Ignoring the fact that the apparatus 
is a living cell inclusion and not merely a substance. 3. Too much insistence 
on personal opinion without due regard to opinions held by others. 4. The 
argument of some that the apparatirs has no existence in the living cell. 
To substantiate my contention I shall quote a relevant passage from a 
recent review on Protozoa (Hill, 1933). ‘‘Brown considers that in attempt¬ 
ing to recognize Golgi material in the Protozoa the following characteristics 
should be emphasized :—(1) Consistent, not merely occasional impregna¬ 
tion by osmic methods ; (2) Resistance to the usual methods of bleaching 
after osmication; (3) Consistent impregnation by silver methods; (4) 

Occurrence in Protozoa generally and not merely in certain species; (5) 
General similarity in form in different Protozoa ” (p. 232). This leaves 
out its position in the cell, structure, vegetative division, size, behaviour 
during cell division and function. The tests given in the above quotation 
deal only with the technique for demonstration of a particular material in 
the cell and does, not at all give any criteria for recognizing the body as 
a livit^ inclusion—and a living inclusion has to assimilate, grow, .divide 
and be passed on from cell generation to cell generation. 

Coming to the third point namely, how personal opinions based on 
work in some particular field have marred a proper appreciation of the 
results in other fields I shall begin with Cowdry’s review (1925) on the Golgi 
apparatus. The much talked of disagreement between workers does not 
seem to be so much due to conflicting results as to personal opinions, lack 
of clear knowledge of previous literature or a mistaken interpretation of 
other workers’ results, The idea underlying this communication being to 
r^rily some of the issues, I shall show from Cowdry’s review how personal 
bias has tended to increase the existing confusion. 

Cowdry mentions that Gatenby may be a little premature in his state¬ 
ment tiwt the Golgi apparatus or its representative is present in every cell 
V'V'M' 9 
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of vertebrates and invertebrates and that the first exceptions to suggest 
themselves are the non-nucleated red blood cells. The nucleus has been 
considered a fundamental attribute of a cell and the very fact that a nucleus 
is not present removes the red blood corpuscles from the category of normal 
cells. He himself suggests that if we search through adult tissues, we will 
find the Golgi apparatus present in one form or another in each and every 
cell, except in those which are dead or d 3 dng. If that is so, one wonders 
how the red blood corpuscles form an exception. 

Cowdry accepts the reversal in position of the Golgi apparatus, its 
behaviour as a unit in developmental cycle, its occurrence in invertebrates 
as isolated rods and granules, breaking up of the network during dictyo- 
kinesis and its manifestation as an integrating and unifyii^ principle in 
vital processes, but refuses to admit Gatenby's declaration that the Golgi 
bodies are able to grow, assimilate and divide in the cytpolasm. After 
considering the apparatus all along as a ' material wdiich behaves as a unit 
in developmental cycle’, he makes the suggestion: "This idea of the 
independence or individuality of chemical substances, expressed in relation 
to the Golgi apparatus, in a system which is in itself a co-ordinate and 
indivisible whole, may not make a strong appeal to those of us who are 
concerned chiefly with the somatic cells of vertebrates in which the networks 
frequently attain to a high degree of complexity and in which they often 
undergo hypertrophy without preliminary fragmentation. Under these 
circumstances, growth by some process of accretion seems more likely to 
prevail" (p. 339), As networks themselves have been shown by Cowdry 
to break up into discrete bodies during cell division it is a little difficult 
to understand his objection to the breaking up of discrete bodies. If an 
invertebrate adult cell has say four Golgi bodies, during division each daughter 
cell will get only two and no amount of accretion can increase the number 
to four. If Cowdry had said that the growth of the Golgi apparatus differs 
in vertebrate somatic cells and the invertebrate cells, in the former it being 
an increase in size and in the latter an increase in number it would have 
been acceptable for, hypertrophy of the apparatus seen by Gatenby (1917- 
1919) is by an increase in number and where Bowen (1920) observed 
a large acroblast, it is formed by the union of a number of small acroblasts 
and not by accretion. 

This lack of clearness about the apparatus tinted by personal bias, 
the stress laid on technique and the apparatus being spoken of as a 
substance rather than as a cell organ have made some chromosome 
workers to squarely dispute its very existence. None of the cytolc^sts 
have pointed out that Walker and Allen’s (1927) criticisms are untenable^ 
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They have evaded the issue by saying that these workers have only 
proved the composition of the Golgi apparatus. That attitude has led to 
an ignoring of their work. In their attempt to disprove the existence of 
the Golgi apparatus Walker and Allen are unconsciously lending themselves 
to the opinion that >such well-established bodies as the chromosomes do not 
also exist. Walker writes that though ‘'it would seem that much of the 
work involved in making these very numerous observations upon the Golgi 
bodies in fixed tissues has been in vain, it may ha])pen that some modifi¬ 
cations of an elaborate technique devised to demonstrate something that 
probably does not exist as such in the living cell, will be of value as a means 
of advancing our knowledge of chemical changes taking place in cells under 
different physiological and pathological conditions (p. 479). In coming 
to this conclusion Walker and Allen have based their results mainly on 
experiments with the Golgi apparatus technique on materials sup2:)Osed to 
be allied in composition to the Golgi apparatus. But they do not refer to 
the fact that Cowdry himself has done so with a view to elucidate the 
composition of the aj^paratus. “ Repeated attempts on my part to make 
clear canals artificially in mixtures of gelatin and lecithin, fixed by methods 
designed to reveal the canalicular aj^paratus, have not been particularly 
fruitful. Preparations made in this way and stained with iron hamiatoxylin 
contain canals and vacuoles of many sizes. By careful selection, however, 
it is possible to gather together a series of canals which resemble to some 
degree the intracellular formations which arc so perplexing” (p. 343). 
Thus the experiments of Walker and Allen are not novel and hence we shall 
turn to their other criticisms. According to them wliat can be seen in the 
living cells must be considered differently and that one should be quite 
certain that the cell is in a normal condition. “ Probably the nearest 
approach to normal conditions, in the case of cells of multicellular animals 
at any rate, is reached in those which are grown in vitro. Tissue cells 
removed from the body and examined immediately cannot be taken as 
a safe guide, for it is probable if not certain, that changes involving the produc¬ 
tion of structures not existing in the normal cell, set in long before death occurs 
(p. 470). According to the above criteria Schneiders discovery of the 
chromosomes in living material cannot be chromosomes at all because they 
may be structures produced de novo. Tissue culture methods ha^^e been 
attempted only after 1900 and Schneider's observations are on fresh tissue. 
The whole division of the nucleus into various stages dei^ends upon the 
acceptance of chromatin as a definite entity. Hence it appears from 


* Italic* arc mine. 
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Walker’s sweeping generalisation, that all micro-dissection studies have been 
in vain. Chambers in his review (1925) comes to the conclusion that the 
fact “ that well differentiated structures are spontaneoitsly beginning to be 
visible in the nuclei of the third stage, and the fact that these structures 
stand out with greater clearness on injury, suggest the possibility that the 
granular chromatin filaments are already present as such in the earlier 
stages and are not formed de novo as an effect of injury. Their invisibility 
may be accounted for by the identity of their refractive index with that of 
the nuclear substance in which they lie ” (p. 271). frigid application of 
Walker’s line of argument excludes the acceptance of chromosomes as 
entities in the nucleus and the other observations on the nucleus are based 
on fixations by various fixing fluids. Walker is against fixatives because 
they have been known to separate ingredients from colloidal mixtures. 
Chemically chromatin is nucleic acid. " It is this which has given the stuff 
containing nucleic acid the name of the colorable substance, tliat. is, 
chromatin. 'The structure which the cytologist calls a chromosome and in 
which most see the bearer of all herditary traits and some even go so far as 
to imagine that each trait or character is represented by a distinct unit or 
gene this structure as shown in fixed dyed .section is nothing else than a salt 
of nucleic acid with the basic dye which has been used to stain it” (p. 76; 
Mathews, 1926). Thus an analysis of the cell on chemical grounds leaves 
the histologist or cytologist no criteria on which to base his studies. I have 
not been able to grasp Walker and Allen’s criticism: " ’fhe cells are known 
to contain lipins. If, therefore, the Golgi apparatus is present as such in 
the living cell, the two structures should both be found in every suitably 
treated material ” (p. 479). This is a rather surprising statement. Any 
structure present in the cell has to have a composition and the Golgi appa¬ 
ratus being partly lipoidal it is too much to expect a demonstration of the 
lipoid and the Golgi apparatus in a cell at the same time. It vnll appear 
from Walker’s criticism that just because cell extracts show the presence 
of nucleic acid salts any demonstration of chromosomes should necessarily 
be followed by a demonstration of nucleic acid salts side by side. 

Tennent, Gardiner and Smith (1931) have attacked the problem from 
an entirely different aspect. They extracted from the eggs alcohol soluble 
substances. In the main, their observations are also similar to those of 
Walker and Allen. Entire dependence has been placed on technique and 
the question of morphology and behaviour is not considered at all. Their 
view is that ” there is no specific Golgi substance characteristic of all cells, 
as chromatin is characteristic of all nuclei ” (p. 38). Even in this final 
statement of theirs it will be seen, criteria applied to the elimination of the 
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Golgi apparatus as a protoplasmic inclusion are not applied to the chroma¬ 
tin. From the “ Chemistry of the Nucleus” (Mathews, 1925) it will be noted 
that chromatin as sttch has not yet been isolated. Hence the very term 
' chromatin ’ is a histologists' term for a particular nuclear .structure as 
the Golgi apparatus is the cyfologists’ term for a cytopla-smic structure. 
Eveir the chemical comix)sition of chromatin is not so specific as Tennent, 
Gardiner and Smith would have us believe. From various cells only two 
typical acids have so far been isolated. They are 5 'east nucleic acid isolated 
from brewer’s yeast and wheat; and thymus nucleic acid isolated from the 
thymus gland, many mammalian tissues and from the fish sperm and other 
cells. Chromatin apparently consists always of a nucleic acid salt with 
a protein base. Oiib" one sort of luotamin has been observed to occur 
containing three or four different amino acids. 

The chromosomes having such a chemical composition give evidence, 
according to Chambers, of a definite structure possesing a cortex which 
can be optically differentiated from a central core during certain stages. 
“ This structure is significant in view of the way in w'hich the artificially 
induced chromatin filaments come to view in the prophase spermatocyte 
of the grasshopiHjr. Granules appear out of the h 3 ’aline nuclear material, 
and align themselves in rows. As the granules increase and accumulate, 
their arrangement about a hyaline non-granular core becomes more and 
more appreciable. The definitive chromosome finally results by a shorten¬ 
ing of the core and the fusion of the granules into a hyaline cortex ” (p. 274). 
This duplex structure is found in Golgi bodies also and Bowen suggested 
that the Golgi substance is composed of two different materials one lipoid 
and the otlier protein in character. Tennent, Gardiner and Smith definitely 
state that the various ‘ fractions ’ studied by them do not represent pure 
substances and further " that few, if any, of these substances are present 
in a pure fonn in the tissues. They are soluble in one another and these 
mixed solutions may be dispersed in a finely divided condition throughout 
the cytosome, ofien incorporated in a protein base”* (p. 34). Having stated 
thus they later criticize Bowen’s suggestion in the following manner: 

Authors who have suggested lipoid and protein as the probable chemical 
composition of the Golgi apparatus have used a term broad enough to 
include all the fractions considered in this paper, i.e., the true fats—^mix¬ 
tures of unsaturated and saturated fats—cholesterol and esters, the phospho- 
lipius or phosphatids and the galactolipins or cerebrosides. The speculation, 
therefore, would seem to be safe, but little can be said for its precesion " 

* ItkUes are mine. 
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(p. 38). One wonders how this criticism is consistent with their own state¬ 
ment cited previously. This illogical reasoning is more evident in tbeir 
criticisms of Cramer and Ltidford's (1926) suggestion that the Golgi appa¬ 
ratus is mainly concerned in the synthesis of fat in the intestinal cells 
during fat absorption. We know that the particles actively concerned 
in vital processes of the cell are of a size beyond the limits of observation 
with the microscope. Products of their activity become visible only when 
the granules of product come above this horizon (p, 37). Yet almost 
immediately they junij) to the conclusion that the diffuse cloud, the forma¬ 
tion of line granules, of chains of granules and finally of larger droplets are 
the visible expression of one series of vital processes—processes that may 
be correlated by direct observation with the interaction of the nucleus and 
cytosome ” (p, 37). I cannot at all understand how '"vital processes of the 
cell beyond the limits of observation with the microscope which they affirm 
could be correlated by direct observation to the interaction of the nucleus and 
the cytoplasm could be other than speculation pure and simple. How whole¬ 
some and understandable would have been their attitude if they had agreed 
with Mathews and hinted that chromosomes also do not exist because they 
are " such museums containing samples of all the chromatin of all the cells 
of the body, not only all chromatins which develop during life, but all that 
infinite collection of old masters inherited from the past, and all the infinite 
number of descendants yet to appear in the eons before us, and presenting 
qualities usually said to be dormant. They are concealed no doubt in the 
chromosome attic ready to be produced when occa.sion arises (p. 90). 

Having shown how unsound are the arguments presented by disbeliev¬ 
ers in the existence of the Golgi apparatus I shall finally consider the state¬ 
ment of Strangeways and Canti (1928) that no sign of the Golgi apparatus 
can be seen in living cells of tissue cultures under dark ground illumination. 
This statement has been considered by some to be against the presence of 
the Golgi apparatus in cells. But Strangeways and Canti never saw the 
nuclear wall and chromatin in the nucleus except in the metaphase. Micro¬ 
dissection studies have shown that the nucleus has a definite wall. In the 
inter-kinetic nucleus the dark ground illumination reveals no internal 
structure and so also in the early growing spermatoc 3 i:e. But Chambers 
(1925) suggests the i)ossibility that the granular chromatin filaments are 
already present and are not formed de novo. He accounts for their invisi¬ 
bility by the identity of refractive index with that of the nuclear substance 
in which they lie. 

Thus what criticisms are levelled agaiast tJie existence of the Golgi 
apparatus are levelled not against that particular structure but against 
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all modem cytological studies. Their being directed against the Golgi 
apparatus demonstrates the lopsided logic of the authors of those papers. 

What is the Golgi ap])aratus ? No critical definition lia.s been presented 
up till now. Hence I shall define the Golgi apparatus in the light of 
researches carried on up till now bearing in mind that it lias a composition, 
morphology, position in the cell, size, constitution and function :— 

1. The Golgi apparatus is a permanent stmctural element in the 

cytoplasm universally’ present in all cells. 

2. In quiescent cells generally it has an excentric juxta-nuclear ])osi- 

tion, 

3. It possesses the power of independent growth and multiplication 

and is passed on from cell generation to cell generation by’ divi¬ 
sion processes which have been shown to be of special interest. 

i. The Golgi apparatus arises only from pre-existing Golgi and does 
not arise de novo. 

a. The apparatus assumes various forms and in invertebrates and 
germ ceUs generally it is constituted by discrete bodies having 
a duplex structure. 

0. The apparatus has a lipoidal basis and may also have a second 
constituent which is jirotein in character. 

7. The Golgi material in many cases is set off rather sharply from 

the cytoplasmic back-ground and could sometimes be seen in 
fresh material un<ler ordinary and even dark-ground illumination. 

8. The apparatus is consistently impregnated by osmic and silver 

technique and is resistant to the usual methods of bleaching after 
osmication. 

9. The apparatus shows an increase in size following an increase in 

volume of the cy’toplasm or during active synthesis of visible 
granules from raw materials in eggs, sperms and secretory cells. 
This hypertrophy is by an increase in number mainly in inverte¬ 
brate and germ cells—also in vertebrate lipoidal cells—and by 
an increase in complexity and size in those cells where networks 
occur. 

Any criticism against the existence of the Golgi apparatus should dis¬ 
prove the validity of the above criteria. No such criticism is yet available 
and hence I believe that the time for any reiteration of the existence of the 
Golgi apparatus is long past and attention may well be directed to other 
problems about which uncertainty still persists. 
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CONTRIBUTIONS TO THE EMBRYOLOGY OF THE 

MENISPERMACEJE- 

I. Cocculus viUosus DC, 
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Among the families allied to Maguoliacea? and Ranimculaceae, the embryo¬ 
logy of the Menispetmacefle is one of the least known. vSehnarf (1931) in 
his book has only mentioned the observations of Ernst (188G) on Disciphania 
Ernstn susi>ecting the occurrence of apomixis in this species. Since the 
publication of Schnarf's work, the development of pollen has been described 
in Tinospora cordifolia and Cocculus villosus by myself and Rao (1935), but 
no complete account has appeared so far on the development of the embr>’o- 
sac and embryo in any member of the family, A short note on the embryo- 
sac of Tinospora cordifolia was published also by myself and Rao (1934) 
about two years ago, but a full account of the investigation lias still to be 
given. It is proposed now to complete this work and to report on the 
embryology of some members of the family common in India. 

The present paper deals with the structure and development of the 
gyuoecium, ovule and embryo-sac of Cocculus villosus DC. The material 
required for the study was obtained from a female plant growing near the 
Benares Hindu University grounds. It was fixed in Bonin's fluid and 
niicrotomed according to the customary methods. Sections were stained 
with Haidenhain's iron-alum haematoxylin. 

The Gyncccium. 

The female flowers of Cocculus villosus generally possess three fertile 
carpels. The occurrence of a fourth carpel, however, is quite common. 
Rarely this extra carpel is also fertile, but generally, as is showm by Figs. 1 
and 2, it is abortive. It does not forai any ovary and bears no ovules. 

Serial microtome sections of a flower show that the different carpels 
arise at different levels from the receptacle. This is seen in Figs. 1 and 2, 
which represent two such sections of a gyuoecium at different levels. The 
carpels according to their origin from below upwards are numbered I, II, 
III and IV respectively. Their spiral arrangement is thus clearly brought 
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Fns. occxilus villosas. Figs. 1 and 2, transverse sections of the gynoecium of a flower 

at different levels showing the presence of four carpels, one of which (no. IV) is 
abortive. The carpels are arranged spirally and the numbers I, II, III and IV indicate 
the order of separation of the four carpels from the floral receptacle. Figs. 3-6, longi¬ 
tudinal sections of carpels at different stages of development Fig. 3 shows two equally 
developed ovules at the megaspore mother cell stage. Fig. 4 shows one amphitropous 
ovule at the 2-nucIeatc embryo-sac stage and an aborting ovule. Fig. 5 shows a 
carpel at the time of opening of a flower. There is one amphitropous ovule containing 
a 7-nucleate embryo-sac and a scatc-like remnant of the second oviUe. Fig. 6 shows a 
still older carpel with a campylotropous ovule containing free nuclear endosperm. 
The second ovule is now quite insignifleant, but a minute vestige of it is still present. 
Figs. 1-5 X 85; Fig, 6 x 45. 
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out. The abortive carpel bears the number IV and is the last carpel to 
develop from the receptacle. 

These observations lead to the conclusion that the present few-carpel- 
lary gynoecium of Cocculus villosus has been derived by reduction from 
a structure consisting of a large number of sjurally arranged carpels, such 
as is found in the Magnoliacese and Ranunculaceffi. 

The form of the abortive carpel in lug. 2 corre.sponds to that of a simple 
leaf folded upwards. This supports the classical theory of carpel morphology 
against the new doctrines of Dr. Thomas (1931). 

The carpels in the Menisperraacesc are mostly described to be uni-ovular. 
In Cocculus villosus also this is so in the mature condition, but in the early 
stages two ovules are present in each carpel (Figs. 2 and 3). One ovule 
arises from each margin of a carpel (Fig. 2) and both continue to develop 
equally till the differentiation of the megaspore mother cell (Fig. 3), but 
as the megaspores begin to be formed, growth suddenly stops in the lower 
ovule. The upper ovule therefore soon becomes much bigger than its 
companion (Fig. 4), and during its further growth crushes the latter into 
an insignificant structure (Figs. 5 and 6). The development of the carpels 
of Cocculus villosus in this manner gives a clear proof for the origin of the 
uni-ovular condition from a bi-ovular stage as a result of suppression of one 
.of the ovitles. 

The Ovule. 

As stated before, one ovule develops from each margin of a cari)el. One 
of these is situated slightly below the other (Fig. 2). As the margins of the 
carpel fuse, they come to lie nearly in one line and one takes up a position 
definitely below the other. Both the ovules continue to grow straight till 
they come to touch the opposite carpel wall. This stops their straight 
growth and causes them to bend, as has been noted by Reeves (1930) in 
Medteago. One of them turns upwards and the other downwards. The 
proof for the view that the change in the direction of the grow-th of the 
ovules is caused by the pressure exerted by the opposing cariiel wall is 
furnished by the fact that the ovules become flattened at this stage at their 
apex (Figs. 3 and 9). The bearing of these observations on the origin of 
the different forms of ovule in the angiosperms will be discussed in a later 
paper, but it may be pointed out that these support the writer’s views on 
this qtiestion briefly reported last year (Joshi, 1935). 

The form of the ovule is amphitropous up to the 7-nucleate embryo-sac 
stage. Later, when the endosperm begins to be formed, it becomes campy- 
lotropous (Fig. 6). 
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There are two integuments. The outer is much smaller than the inner 
and the latter alone takes part in the formation of the micropylc. Both 
the integuments are two to three cells thick throughout their development, 
except that in the mature ovule the inner in the region of the micropyle 
becomes many-layered. They remain free from each other and the inner 
from the nucellus up to the time of fertilisation (Fig. 6), and in the chalazal 
part of the ovule for a short distance even when a good deal of endosperm 
has been formed (Fig. 6). 

The chief point of interest about the nucellus is the development of 
a small e]>idermal cap (Figs. & and 10). The development of this begins 
at the corners of the nucellus about the time the primary wall cell divides 
anticlinally (Fig. 9). I,ater tliis extends to the middle portion of the 
nucellus (Fig. 10). The thickness of the epidermal cap varies from two to 
four layers of cells. 


Development of the Embryo-sac. 

A single archesporial cell differentiates in each ovule (Fig. 7). It cuts 
off a primary wall cell to form the megaspore mother cell (Fig. 8). The 
first division in the primary wall cell is anticlinal (Fig. 9). Furtlier divi¬ 
sions take place in all planes and give rise to about six layers of parietal 
tissue. 

The megaspore mother cell underg<x;s tlie heterotypic (Fig. 10) and 
the homotypic divisions in the normal manner and a linear tetrad. of 
megaspores is formed (Fig. 11). The chalazal megaspore gives rise to the 
embryo-sac and the rest degenerate. Vestiges of the degenerating mega- 
siwres are present even when the embryo-sac reaches the 8-nucleate condi¬ 
tion (Fig. 15). 

The development of the embryo-sac corresponds to the normal type 
(Figs. 12-15). The bi-nucleate embryo-sac is noteworthy on account of 
the variation in vocuolation. Sometimes the micropylar vacuole is smaller 
than the chalazal (Fig. 12). In other cases, it is bigger than the chalazal 
(Fig. 13). The differentiation of the egg-apparatus and the antipodals takes 
place nearly simultaneously. The upper polar nucleus is generally the first 
to move towards the middle of the embryo-sac (Fig. 16), and the two polar 
nuclei fuse below the middle to form a large secondary nucleus (Fig, 16). 
The polar nuclei increase appreciably in size after their differentiation, 
while the size of the other six nuclei of the embryo-sac remains nearly 
constant (Fig. 16). 
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Fics. vilhsHS, Fig, 7, primary archesporial cell. Fig, 8, differentiation 

of the primary wall and the megaspore mother cells. Fig, 9, anticlinal division in the 
primary wall cell and the beginning of epidermal cap formation in the nucellus. Fig. 10 
illustrates the structure of the ovule at the time of synisesis in the megaspore mother 
cell. Fig. 11, linear tetrad of megaspores. Figs. 12 and 13, 2-nucleate embryo-sacs. 
Fig* 14, 4-nucleate embryo-sac. Fig. IS, 8-nucleate embryo-sac. Fig. 16. 7-nucleate 
embryo-sac. Fig. 17, antipodals from another mature embryo-sac. ^ One of them 
18 2-nucleatc, Fig. 18, chalaral part of an embryo-sac showing antipodals and a 
tecondary nucleus. Fig. 19, chalazal part of an embryo-sac showing two antipodals 
and two endosperm nuclei. Fig, 20, micfopylar end of an embryo-sac showing 
two synergids with filiform apparatus. “X 700, 
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The Mature Embryo-sac. 

The mature embrA'o-sao (Fig. 16) is a nearly cylindrical structure about 
100/i long. It is 7-nucleate, the polar nuclei in every case fusing at a very 
early stage. The egg has the usual structure. The synergids show small 
nooks. Their apices are pointed and a filifonn apparatus becomes clearly 
visible in the later stages (Fig. 20). Their vacuolation and the position 
of the nucleus is normal. The arrangement and structure of the antipodals 
is shown by Figs. 16-18. They develo]) large vacuoles from an early stage. 
In one case an antipodal cell was found to possess two nuclei (Fig. 17). They 
often persist up to the early stages of endosjierm development. Fig. 19 
shows their presence in an embryo-sac containing two endosperm nuclei. 
No deposition of starch was observed in the mature embryo-sacs. 

Summary. 

The structure and development of the gyncecium, ovule and embryo- 
sac of Cocculus villosus PC. has been studied. 

There are generally three fertile carpels in a flower, but a fourth one 
is frequently present. The extra carpel is generally abortive. The carpels 
are arranged in a spiral manner on the floral axis. In the beginning two 
ovules develop in each carpel. Fater the lower one of these is suppressed. 
These observations show that the few-carpellary gynoecium of Cocculus 
villosus has Ireen derived by reduction from a multicariiellary structure 
and the uni-ovular carpel from a bi-ovular tyr»e. 

The functional ovule is amphitropous up to the development of the 
erabryo-sac, but becomes campylotropous during the formation of the endo¬ 
sperm. There are two integuments, which remain free from each other 
and the nucellus up to the mature embryo-sac stage. The microjjyle is 
formed only by the inner integument. The nucellus is characterised by 
the development of a small epidermal cap. 

The primary archesporium is restricted to a single cell. A primary 
wall cell is cut off. The megaspore mother cell gives rise to a linear tetrad 
of megaspores. The chalazal megaspore alone is functional. The develop¬ 
ment of the' embryo-sac corresponds to the normal t 3 q)e. The polar nuclei 
fuse at an early stage. The synergids possess small hooks and show a clear 
filiform apparatus in the later stages. The antipodal cells develop large 
vacuoles. 
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I nfroduction. 

'riLE 193] only three species of the genus Ope^aster Ozaki, namely Opegasier 
ovatus, 0. rectus anti 0. branfistula, all described by Ozaki in 1928, were 
recorded. In 1933 I added another species 0. anguillii and have suggested 
that the species 0, ovatus and 0. rectus should be merged in one species 
under the name ol 0. ovatus which has been recognised by its author as the 
type species of the genus. In this paper are described two new species of 
the genus Opegasier Ozaki, i.e., Opegasier mastacemhalii n. sp. and Opegasier 
mehrii n. sp. Two to four parasites of the first species were obtained from 
each of the six fresh-water eels Mastacembalus armaius available in the 
market at Jubbulpore, C.P., in October 1932. Bight specimens of the second 
s|>ccies were obtained in February 1933 from the same place and from only 
one specimen of the above host. 

While including Coitocacum Nicoll in the Opecoeliice in 1935 Ozaki 
suggested " The anal canal and anus of Opeccelus is probably derived from 
the posterior intestinal arc of Coiloceecum by its backward prolongation and 
the formation of a pore ”. The study of aU the species hitherto known and 
the two species of Opegasier described in this paper confirm the authenticity 
of this statement. But the backward prolongation and formation of a pore at 
the junction of the cteca seems to be derived through the species of Opegasier 
rather than through the species of the genus Opeceelus for in Opegasier 
mehrii n. sp. the anal canal is totally absent and the anu.s is situated ventrally 
in the middle of the intestinal arc. The anal canal is short in Opegasier 
mastacenbalii n. sp. whereas it is long in other species of Opegasier and 
Opeccelus. 
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I am grateful to Dr. H. R. Mehra of the Allahabad University^ for his 
valuable guidance in the study of the parasites and help in the preparation 
of the manuscript, 

Opegaster mastacembalii n,$p. 

The worms are found, in the small intestine, attached to the intestinal 
wall of the fresh-water eel Mastacembalus armaius. The part cf the body 
cephalad to the acetabulum is higld}^ extensible and in fully extended con¬ 
dition it measures almost equal to the post acetabular region. 

The worms in living condition are quite transparent, with a deej) yellow 
patch in between the acetabulum and cephalad margin of the ovary due 
to the colour of the eggs contained in the uterus. The body is ovate and 
its wall is thin, smooth and cntireh^ devoid of s]nnes. Measurements in 
millimetres of the body, suckers, digestive and reproductive organs are 
given in Table I. 

Tabi^e I. 


1. Length of 1)ody 

l'39-l-66 

9. Oesophagus 

Short 

2. Breadth of lx)dy 

0-35-0*48 

10. Distance bets^’een two suckers 

0*19 

3. Ratio of length to breadth of 


11. Length of ovary 

0*85 

body 

3*585 ; 1 

0.22-0'23 

12. Breadth of ovary 

4. Diameter of oral sucker 

0-155 

0.19-0*22 

18. Length of anterior leslis 

6, Diait;eter of ventral sucker ..; 

0-276 




14. Breadth of anterior testis 

0*25-0*31 

6. Num):>er of papillae on ventral 




sucker 

Six 

16, Length of iX)sterior testis 

0*221 

7. Ratio of oral to ventral sucker 

1 : 1*774 

16. Breadth of posterior testis 

0*31 

8. Diameter of pharynx .. 

0*085 




The oral sucker is terminal and smaller than the ventral sucker; the 
ratio of oral to ventral slicker is 1: 1 -774. The latter is situated in the 
second quarter of the body 0*19 mm. distance from the oral sucker and a 
little behind the intestinal fork. It has thick protruding muscular walls 
provided with six finger-like papUte. A very short prepharynx, bulbus 
pharynx and a short oesophagus, with almost uniform breadth are present. 
The intestinal caeca converge centrad, behind the i)osterior testis and unite 
with each other in the median line close behind the caudal margin of the 
itttraceecal vitellaria in the last fifth of the body, to form a short back- 
wardly directed common caecum of 0*017 mm. length, which opens to the 
exterior at the anus, situated ventrad, a little anterior to the subterminal 
excretory pore. 

BS 


F 
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The rei^roductive organs form a compact mass, situated in the posterior 
half of the bod^^ The triangular or globular testes of almost equal size 
are situated in tandem or slightly obliquely close to each other. They are 
transversely broad and have entire or somewhat irregular outline. The 
vasa efferentia arise from the middle of the anterior margin of the testes 
and run cephalad to form a’vtrj' short vas deferens in the middle line close 
behind ventral sucker. The vesicula seminalis externa, with its thin mem¬ 
branous walls, is a long tube of almost uniform breadth and has one bend 
near the middle or terminal end between the acetabulum and the intestinal 
bifurcation. It is situated to the right side of the acetabulum or overlaps 
dorsally. Its anterior part runs cephalad, obliquely to the left side of the 
body to enter a very small but conspicuous cirrus sac, situated to the left 
side a little in front of the intestinal bifurcation. 

The ovary is much broader than long and has entire margin? ; it occu- 
])ies a median or submedian position 0*221 to 0*30 mm. distance behind 
the caudal margin of the ventral sucker. The oviduct arises from about 
the middle of the anterior margin of the ovary and runs anteriorly parallel 
to the body wall for a little distance before it nms centrad to enter the shell 
gland mass, which is situated median close in front of the ovary. A short 
I,aurer’s canal is present. The genital pore lies to the left side near the 
level of the pharynx. A conspicuous receptaculum seminis uterinum, filled 
with sperms, is present. The uterus has a few transverse coils in between 
the ovary and the caudal margin of the acetabulum. The number of eggs 
varies from 12 to 20, 

The vitellaria are highly developed extending from the posterior end 
of the body to the level of the middle of the pliarynx. They are united 
immediately behind the posterior margin of the posteribr testis to form the 
characteristic interceecal vitelline mass which lies between the latter and 
the intestinal arc 0*10 mm. distance in front of the hinder end. The vital- 
laria are also united, close behind acetabulum, to form a transverse connect¬ 
ing band, the presence of which distinguishes this species from all the other 
species of the genus. The vitelline follicles are oval or rounded in shape. 
The position and arrangement of the vitelline ducts are similar to those of 
Opegasier anguillii described by jne. 

The excretory system as studied in the living condition of the specimens 
shows a close resemblance to that of Opegaster anguillii Harsher', and other 
species of the genus. The excretory pore, however, is situated a little 
distance in front of the hinder end and not at the terminal end as in other 
species of the genus. 
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Discussion. 

The new species Opegasier mastacembalii differs remarkably from 
0. ovatus Ozaki, in the presence of finger-like papillse on the ventral sucker, 
in having unlobed testes and lastly in the presence of a transverse connect¬ 
ing band of vitellaria close behind the acetabulum. In the last feature it 
is distinguished from all other hitherto known species of the genus. It also 
differs from Opegaster parapristipomati Yamaguti (1934) in the position, 
shape and size of its gonads, in the presence of a short oesophagus and in 
the presence of well-developed papillae on the acetabulum. Opegaster masta¬ 
cembalii n.sp. resembles 0. syngnathi Yamaguti (1934) in the munber of 
papillae on the acetabulum but it differs from it in the position, shape and 
size of its gonads and in the extent of vitellaria, which are rudimentary 
near the level of intestinal bifurcation in the latter species. It also resem¬ 
bles 0. brevifistula Ozaki, in the numlier of papillae on the ventral sucker 
but, however, differs from it in the position, shape and size of its gonads 
and in the presence of an oesophagus. It closely resembles Opegaster 
anguillii Harshey, in the small number of uterine coils with relatively 
smaller number of eggs, which are devoid of a stumplike projection, but 
it differs from it in the number of papillae (six in 0. mastacembalii n.sp. and 
four in 0. anguillii) on the ventral sucker. The ratio of oral to ventral 
sucker also differs in all the species. 

Diagnosis of Opegaster mastacembalii n.sp. 

Body length 1'39 to 1'59 mm.; maximum width 0*35 to 0*47 mm, 
in the acetabular region. Oral sucker terminal. Short prepharynx and 
a bulbus pharynx are present; a short oesophagus present. Ventral sucker 
provided with six finger-like papillae. Gonads form a compact mass in 
posterior half of body; ovary broader than long, median or submediau; 
entire testes of almo.st equal size, tandem or oblique. Vitellaria extending 
from the hinder end of body to middle of pharynx with a transverse connect¬ 
ing band close behind acetabulum. Uterus with few transverse coils 
between caudal margin of acetabulum and ovary; ova without a stump¬ 
like projection 12 to 20 in number; size of eggs 0'0696 by 0*030 mm. 
Excretory pore subterminal. 

Host.—Mastacembalus armatus. 

Location. —Small intestine. 

Locality. —Jubbulpore, C.P. (India). 

Opegaster mehrii n,sp. 

Body ovate, 2*46 to 3*43 mm. in length and 0*88 to 1*16 mm., in its 
breadth in the region of ventral sucker ; cutical smooth. The terminal oral 



69 


Two New Tremafodes of the Genus Opegaster Ozaki 

sucker 0’17 to 0*23 mm. in diameter. Acetabulum, 0*33 to 0*41 mm, in 
diameter, sessile with six conspicuous marginal papillie, situated in the anterior 
half of second quarter of the body length. Short prepharynx present; pharynx 
0*15 to 0*17 mni. in length and 0*14 to 0-15 mm. in breadth; oesophagus 
0-19 mm. long and 0*034 mm. wide; intestinal caeca uniting with each other 
a little anterior to the posterior extremity ; anal canal absent; anus median 
situated on the intestinal arc. 

Testes and ovary contiguous in third quarter of body length; testes 
globular to ovoid, with a somewhat irregular margin ; anterior testis 0*229 
by 0*45 mm. slightly displaced to the left. vSmall cirrus sac i>resent ; 
vasicula seminalis externa extending posteriorly to level of receptaculum 
seminis uterinum. 



Fio* 2. Ventral view of O^tgasUr tnehrii n.sp-. showing the anatomy* 
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Ovary median, irregularly ovoid, 0*16 to 0*2() mm. ; shell gland mass 
anterior to ovary slightly to the left side ; receptaculum seminis absent; 
Laurer's canal present. Vitellaria lateral, extending from middle of oeso¬ 
phagus to posterior end, filling entirely the post testicular part of the body 
except the excretory bladder. Genital aperture to the left side near oral 
sucker. Uterus interciecal between ovary and genital pore; eggs, 0*075 
by 0*034 mm., without a sturnp-like projection. 

Excretory bladder in the form of simple tubtxlar sac extending forward 
to the shell gland mass and opening terminally at hinder end. 

Discussion. 

The new species Opegasier mehrii differs from all the known species of 
the genus in the absence of an anal canal whicli may be regarded as an 
important and characteristic feature of this species. 0. mehrii n.sp. differs 
from 0. ovatus in the unlobed character of its testes and in the presence of 
])apilke on the acetabulum. In the number of papillse on the acetabulum 
it resembles 0, brevifistula, 0. niastacemhalii n.sp., and 0. syngnathi Yama- 
guti, but the <eso])hagus is absent in 0. hreviftsiiila^ short in 0. mastacembalii 
n.sp., and long in 0. syngnathi. Although the new species, mehrii 
resembles 0, syngnathi in having a long ceso];)hagus but it differs from it 
in the extent of vitellaria. It also differs from 0. anguillii Harshey in the 
number of papilUe on the ventral sucker. 

Host.—Masiacemhalus armatus. 

Location. —Intestine. 

Locality. —Jubbulpore. C.P. (India). 

Systematic Discussion om the Families Opecoelidae Ozaki, 1925 
and Coitocaecidae Ozaki, 1928. 

Ozaki in 1928 in agreement with Odhner recognised the close affinities 
between Opecoclus and Podocotyle but retained the family Opeccelidm which, 
according to him, differs from Allocreadiidce in the united caeca, with an 
anus, in the presence of a sxuall cirrus sac, absence of receptaculum seminis 
and presence of a vesicula seminalis externa. Tubangui (1928) also retained 
the family Opecedidee while describing his new species Opeccelus minimus. 
He, in 1931, created the genus for Orientocreadium batracoides 

including it in the Allocreadiidm although vesicula seminalis externa is 
present and receptaculum seminis absent in the genus. Recently, Manter 
(1934) erected the genus Opecedina for Opecodina scorpcBnm and Opeccelina 
helicoleni, distinguishing it from all the genera of the family on account of 
the presence of a large cirrus sac and a receptaculum seminis. He reduced 
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the family Opec€elid<e to the rank of a sub-family in the AllocreadiidcB with 
wliich I entirely agree because the union of the intestinal Cieca at the hinder 
end and the presence of an anus are the only features distinguishing the 
Allocreadiidct from the Opeccelidce. Just as no separate families are needed 
and created for Balforta and Chuunocephalus which though they possess 
an anus or ani, resemble in all important features the Echinostomidce, no 
family need be created for Opeccelus and its other closely allied genera 
hitherto included in the Opeccelidce, 

In 1931 Yamaguti created two new genera Podocolyloides and Pedun- 
ctilacciahnUim for his new species PodocotyUndcs pentalophalhis and Pedun- 
coculaceiahuhim opisthorchh respectively and iticluded them in the family 
Allocreadiidce, Although these tw^o genera widely differ from each other 
]>ossess an acetabulum situated on a pedicle which is broad based in Podo- 
tyloides and long in Pedimculaceiabuhim, It appears to me now that the 
genus Opecocltis Ozaki comes closer to Podocotyloides than to the genus 
Podocotyle, which stands in close relation to the former, for the genera 
Opeccelus and Podocolyloides iH)ssess a pedunculate acetabulum wliereas it 
is sessile in the genus Podocoiylc, 

Though Nicoll, in 1915, created the genus Coitoccecum for Coitoccecum 
gymnophallus he was uncertain about its systematic position. He liinted 
upon its superficial relatiotiships with the Allocreadiidcz but at the same 
time considered the absence of a cirrus sac and condition of the intestinal 
caeca in this genus as sufficiently important to exclude it from that family. 
Poche, in 192(), assigned definitely to the Allocreadiidce, creating a new sub¬ 
family Coiioccecince for it. In 1925, Ozaki established the family Opeccelidce 
to which he assigned the genera Opecaelus Ozaki, and Coiioccecum Nicoll ; 
three years later he added to this family two more 'genera Opegaster and 
Anisoporus and created the family Coitocmcidcc for CoUoceecum Nicoll, on 
account of the absence of an anus which he considered as a notable arid 
important character. Ozaki, in a subsequent j^aper in 1928, described five 
species of Coitoccecum, namely, C. latum, C, orthorchis, C. diplobulbosum, 
C. plagiorchis and C. unibulbosum and gave a definition of the family Coito- 
ccBcidce, Winfield (1929) following Ozaki removed Coitocmcince Poche 
(1926) from the family AUocreadiidie, 
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Table 11. 


Alloc readiidit 

Coifocacida 

Opfcmlidct 

1. Fish trematocles. 

Fish trematodes. 

Fish trematodes. 

2. Spines present or absent. 

Spines absent. 

Spines absent. 

3. Acetatmlum smaller or larger 
than oral sucker* pedunculate 
or sessile, wUb or without 
papillae. 

Acetabulum larger than oral 
sucker, without papillae and 
sessile. 

Acetabulum larger than oral 
sucker, with or without papil* 
lx, pedunculate or sessile. 

4. Position of genital pore varia* 
Ue, from behind intestinal 
fork to level of pharynx, 
median or lateral. 

Position of genital pore definite, 
lateral near pharynx. 

Position of genital pore definite, 
lateral near pharynx. 

5. Highly developed cirrus sac 
present or absent. 

.Small cirrus sac present. 

Small or large cirrus sac present. 

fi. Vesicula seminali.s externa 
present or alwent. 

Vesicula seminaiU externa pre¬ 
sent. 

Vesicula semlnalis externa pre* 
sent. 

7. Receptaculum scminis present 
or alisent. 

Receptaculum seminis absent. 

Receptaculum seminis present or 
absent. 

8. Intestinal cjcca sepanite. 

Intestinal caeca united posteriorly 
and without anus. 

Intestinal expa united poster!* 
orly and with anus. 

9. Ovary anterior to testes. 

Ovary anterior to testes. 

Ovary anterior to teste.s. 

10. Uterus anterior to ovary or 
extending l>ehind it to 
hinder end of body. 

Uterus anterior to ovary. 

Uterus anterior to ovary. 

11. Vitellaria highly developed, 
contiguous or non-contiguous 
in post testicular zone. 

Vitellaria highly developed conti* 
guous in post testicular zone. 

Vitellaria highly developed, con¬ 
tiguous in post testicular zone. 

12. Excretory bladder simple 
tubular sac. 

Excretory bladder simple tubular 
sac. 

Excretory bladder simple tubular 
sac. 


In view of what has been said and from the above table the family 
Coitocacida also cannot be maintained because Coitoc<ecum differs from 
OpecatlidcB only in the absence of an anus. We accordingly- drop the fami¬ 
lies Opeccelida and Coitocacidte and maintain for all the genera contained 
therein the sub-family which we, followup Manter, include it in the 

family A UocreadiidtB. An emended definition of the sub-family Opecaelitue is 
given below. 

OpecoelituB. 

(Sub-family diagnosis). 

Allocreadiida. —Worms of small to medium size, with rotmd or oval or 
cylindrical body and smooth cuticula. Oral aperture terminal or sub-tenn- 
inal. Acetabulum pre-equatorial, larger than oral sucker, pedunculate or 
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sessile, with or without papillae, l^ateral or suctorial cup and genital sucker 
present or absent. Pre])harynx and pharynx present; oesophagus present 
or absent; caeca uniting to form an arc in the hind body with or without 
anus. Genital pore preacetabular, lateral. Testes post acetabular, post 
uterine, post ovarian and intercjecal. Small or large cirrus pouch present, 
not completely enclosing the vesicula seminalis. Ovary post acetabular, 
post uterine, pretesticular, interceecal, median or sub-median. Laurer's 
canal present. Receptaculmn seminis present or absent. Initial part of 
uterus forming a reoeptaculum seminis uterinum ; uterine coils transverse, 
prete.sticular and intercjecal. Vitellaria with small or well-develoj>ed folli¬ 
cles, lateral uniting behind testes. Excretory vesicle simple, elongated, 
tubular sac extending forward to the shell gland comy)lex and witlt a term¬ 
inal or stib-terminal pore. Parasites of fishes. 


Key to the Genera of the Sttb-family Opecoelinfc. 


1. 

Anus absent 

Coiioccecum Nicoll, 

2. 

Anus present .. 

3. 

3. 

Genital sucker and lateral cup x>resent 

Anisoporus Ozaki. 

4. 

Genital sucker and lateral cup absent 

5. 

5. 

Body ovate ; vitellaria near inte.stinal fork 



or extending into the neck 

Opegaster Ozaki, 

6. 

Body elongated ; vitellaria entirely post 



acetabular 

7. 

7. 

Receptaculum seminis present 

Opeccelina Manter, 

8. 

Receptiiciilum seminis absent 

Opecctlus Ozaki. 


Key to Species of the Genus Opegaster Ozaki, 

Body ovate or elongated ; vitellaria extending 
upto the intestinal fork or into the neck ; 
acetabiilum with or without finger-like 



papillae ; anus with or without anal canal.. 

opegaster Ozaki. 

1. 

Acetabulum without papillae 

0. ovatus Ozaki. 

2. 

Acetabulum with inconspicuous papillae .. 

0. parapristipomatis 
Yamaguti. 

3. 

Acetabulum with conspicuous papillae 

4. 

4. 

Papillae four in number .. 

0. anguilUi Har 8 he 5 ' 

6. 

Papillae six in number .. 

6. 

6. Oesophagus absent 

0. brevifistula Ozaki. 

7. 

Oesophagus present 

8. 

8. 

Anal canal absent 

0. mehrii n.sp. 
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9. Anal canal present ., .. .. 10. 

10. Vitellaria with transverse connecting band 

close behind acetabulum .. ,, 0. mastacemhalii n.sp, 

11. Vitellaria without transverse connecting 

band close behind acetabulum .. 0. syngnathi 

Summary. 

It is suggested that the genes Opeccclus Ozaki comes closer to Podo- 
cotyloides Yamaguti, than to the genus Podocoiyle. 

Two new species of Opegaster, 0. mastacemhalii and 0. mehrii from 
the fresh-water eel Mnsiacembalus armaius are described ; and the specific 
diagnosis of 0. masiacembulii is given. For convenience of treatment a 
detailed description of 0. mehrii is avoided. A key to the species of the 
genus Opegaster is given. 

In the concluding part of the paper it is pointed out that the families 
Opeccelida and Coitoccecido! .should be dropped and all the genera contained 
therein be included in the sub-family Opeccelinm which Manter includes in 
the family AUocreadiidre, The definition of the sub-family Opeccelince is 
emended and a key to genera of the sub-family Opeccelina? Is given. 


EXPLANATION OF LETTERING. 


a. 

.. Anus. 

ph. 

Pharynx. 

o.f. 

.. Anterior testis. 

res, sem. ni. 

• » Receptaculum seminis 

c,s. 

.. Cirrus sfac. 


uterinum. 

ex,p> ,, 

.. Excretory pore. 

s.g. 

,. Shell gland. 

(i-t. 

.. Genital pore. 

pj. 

.. Posterior testis. 

i.f, 

.. Intestinal caeca. 

v.s. 

•, Ventral sucker. 

oes. 

.. Oesophagus. 

ves, sem. ext. 

. * Vasicula seminalis externa. 

OJ, 

.. Oral sucker. 

vt. 

Vitellaria, 

ov. 

,, Ovary, 

vt.r. 

Vitelline reservoir. 


REFERENCES. 

1. Harshey, K, R. “On a new trematodc with anus belonging to the genus 

Opegaster OzM (1928), from an Indian eel Anguilfa 
bengatensisThe Bulletin of the Academy of 
Sciences, U. P., Allahabad, 1933, 3, No, 2, 113418, 

2. Manter, H, W. .. .. “Some Digenctic trematodes from deep-water fish of 

Tortugus, Florida," Carnegie InsUiniion of IVashing* 
ion Publication, 1934, No, 435, 257-345. 

3. Nicoll, M. .. “The trematode parasites of North Queensland—III, 

Parasites of Fishes,” Parasitology, \91S, 8. No, 1, 






Two New Trematodes of the Genus Opegaster Ozaki 75 

4, Ozaki, Y. .. “ Prelinfinari' notes on a trematode with anus/*/our» 0 / 

Parasitology^ 1925, 12, No. 1. 

5. -.. Some gastrostoniatus trematodes of Japan,*’ Jap. Jour. 

Zoology, 1928,2, 35-60. 

6* - .. “ On Some trematodes with anus,” Jap» Jour. Zoology, 

1928, 2, 5-33. 

7. Poche, F. .. .. “Das System der Platodaria, “ Arch, f, Naturg, 1926, 

Aht. A, Heft. 2,91. 

8. Tubangui, Marcos A. .. “ Trematode parasites of Philippine vertebrates,” The 

Philippine Jour, of Science, 1928, 36, No. 3,351. 

9. -.. *. “Trematode parasites of Philippine vertebrate—IIJ. 

Flukes from fish and reptiles/* Philippine Jour, of 
Science, 1931, 44, No. 4, 417-424. 

10. Winfield .. .. ** Plesiocreadium typicum, z new treruatode from Amia 

calira,” Jour, of I^arasifology, 1929, 16, No. 2,81-87. 

11, Yamaguti, S. •. .. “ Studies on the Helminth Fauna of Japan. Part 2, 

Trematodes of Fishes—I,” Jap. Jour, Zoology, 1937, 
5, No. 3, 



THE MORPHOLOGY AND SYSTEMATIC 
RELATIONSHIPS OF A NEW BOLOCEROIDARIAN 
FROM BRACKISH-WATER NEAR MADRAS, 
TOGETHER WITH AN ACCOUNT OF ITS ASEXUAL 

REPRODUCTION. 

By N. Kksava Panikkar, M.A., M.Rc. 

{From the University Zoological Research Laboratory, Madras.) 

Received January 12,1937. 

(Communicated by Profes.sor R. Gopala Aiyar, Madras.) 

Introduction. 

The present communication deals with an interesting anemone, obtained 
from the Adyar backwaters in addition to the other brackish-water Acti- 
nians which formed the subject of two previous studies (Panikkar, 1930 
and 1937), This belongs to the sub-tribe Boloceroidaria, but, as will be 
shown later, is different from the genera of Boloceroidaria already described. 
The anemone is hence referred to a new genus for which the name Bolo- 
ceractis is suggested. The anatomy of the type species, Boloceractis gopalai, 
and the peculiar method of asexual reproduction by tentacular regeneration 
are described in this paper, a preliminary account of which was read before 
the 1936 (Indore) session of the Indian Science Congress. 

Generic and Specific Diagnoses. 

Sub-tribe .. Boloceroidaria, Carlgren, 1924. 

Family .. Boloceroididae, Carlgren, 1924. 

Boloceractis, Gen. Nov. 

Boloceroididae with short column and distinct basal disc without basilar 
muscles. Column broader in the distal part than the proximal, smooth, 
without spirocysts but with a few nematoc 3 rets, and without stinging warts, 
vesicles or other structures characteristic of Bunodeopsis. Tentacles mmie- 
rous; those of the innermost circle the largest. They are deciduous and 
provided with sphincters at their bases. Mesenteries more numerotts in 
the distal part than in the proximal. The primary mesenteries with very 
weak and diffuse retractors, aboitt six pairs or a few more in number and 
sterile. Distinct siphonoglyphes present. Imperfect mesenteries in large 
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numbers, and the gonads usually borne by them* No sharp distinction of 
the mesenteries into macrocnemes and microcnemes. Columnar sphincter 
absent. Type species 5. gopalai. 

Boloceractis gopalai, n.g. et sp.* 

Diagnosis. —Pedal divSc distinct, variable in tliickness. Tentacles 
6 -1-6 + 12 -f 48... .variable in number according to the age of the indi¬ 
vidual. The number of tentacles in each cycle may vary according to the 
number of mesenteries. Innermost eiidocoelic tentacle.s the largest and 
mostly deciduous. Oral disc narrow with prominent mouth. Actinopha- 
rynx well developed and having distinct siphonoglyphes with aboral prolong¬ 
ations. Pairs of mesenteries (6—8), (6-8), (12-16), (24-32).; 

the mesenteries of the first order perfect and without gonads usuall}\ 
Retractors very feeble. Im]perfect mesenteries always fertile and with 
filaments ; these mesenteries are more numerous near the oral disc than 
below. Sexes sex)arale. Nematocysts of the tentacles curved and of the 
ordinary tyi)e. The sizes of the nematocysts are as follows :— 

Nematocysts of the column .. .. 9-13 /i x 2-4 ft. 

Nematocysts of the tentacles (1) .. 46-49 /x x 6-7 ft. 

(2) .. 19-21 ^x 4-5 ft. 

Nematocysts of the filament ,. .. 33-35 /t x G-7 ft. 

Spirocysts of the tentacles .. .. 27-36 ft x 5-6 

Asexual reproduction is ver}' common in this speices. 

Morphology^ of the Anemone. 

The anemones are small, with short columns, from 5 to 10 mm. in 
height, slightly broader in the oral disc region (5 to S mm.) than the basal 
part (5 to 6 mm.). The tentacles are very prominent and surround the 
column making the latter look insignificant. 

The Base .—The basal disc of the anemone, though distinct and very 
well developed in certain specimens, is always without basilar muscles. 
There is considerable variation in the general shape of the basal disc; in 
most sfiecimens it is flat and adhesive, while in others it is cup-shaped. 

The Column .—^The column wall is mostly thin and some specimens 
reveal the insertions of the mesenteries from the outside. The column is 
smooth and without spirocysts so far as could be ascertained from the 
naaterial available ; in this respect, this species is in sharp contrast to the 

♦ I have tmich pleasure in associating the species with the name ot Prof. R. Gopala 
Aiyar, Head of the Zoolo^ Department of the University of Madras, 
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members of the genus Boloceraides. The nematocysts are very scarce on 
the column ; they are few and scattered and are of a small size (compare 
diagnosis). Cinclides are absent. 

There is no sphincter, either endodennal or mesogleal. The longitudi¬ 
nal ectodermal muscles of the column attain considerable develoj)ment. 
In sections, they form a prominent layer lying next to the mesoglea. This 
musculature is uniformly developed throughout the column. 

The octoderTU of the column is a comparatively thin layer, with rather 
sparse mucuos cells. The endoderm is also a thin and compact layer, often 
containing zooxanthellae in large numbers. The mesoglea docs not appear 
to contain scattered nuclei. 




Fig. 1. 


The Oral Disc .—The disc is thin and depressed, with the mouth placed 
on a central, raised, prominence. The throat is not open and the ridges 
are not distinct. Since the tentacles occur in crowded C 3 ^cles surrounding 
the mouth, the margin of the disc is not clear. The oral disc is usually 
6 to 8 mm. broad. The ectoderm, mesoglea and the endoderm of the oral 
disc are very thin and are scarcely recognizable as separate layers. 

The Tentacles ,—^Large numbers of tentacles are present and they are 
smooth, long and i)ointed. They crowd at the distal extremity of the 
column and are usually 8 to 14 mm. in length. In younger specimens, 
they be recognized as belonging to five or six cycles. The innermost 
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or the first cycle of six to eight tentacles corresponds to the primary endo- 
coels and consists of the largest. The length of the tentacles gradually 
diminishes from the inner to the outer cycles. As the outer cycles contain 
large numbers of tentacles, especially in older individuals, it is not possible 
to distinguish the several cycles. Judged from many si^ecimens, the theo¬ 
retical arrangement seems to be 6 -1- 6 -1- 12 + 24 +48 -1- %. The 

number varies according to the age and size of the anemone. In very 
young examples, all the cycles are not observed, while the asexually repro¬ 
duced individuals exhibit irregularities of tentacular arrangement. 

In structure, the tentacle is characterised by having a very weakly 
developed me.sogleal layer. The longitudinal musculature of the tentacles 
is ectodermal. The ectodermal and endodermal layers are tliin, and the 
cells of the latter often teem with zooxanthellie. 




Fiu. 3. 


The bases of the tentacles are provided with sphincters projecting into 
the space where the tentacular cavities communicate with the coelenteron. 
The mesoglea of the sphincter is thickened towards the inner edge of the 
partition between the coelenteron and the lumen of the tentacle, and Ixjars 
the muscle processes which control the action of the sphincter. As com¬ 
pared with similar sphincters described for Boloceroidcs hermaphroditica, 
Bmodeopsis glohulifera and Bolocera tmdia (Horton, 1934; and >Ste])hcnson, 
1935), it is clear that the basal sphincter mechanism of this anemone is fairly 
well developed and capable of completely closing the communication be¬ 
tween the tentacular cavity and the coelenteron. The deciduous nature of 
the tentacles is closely associated with the development of this sphincter. 
As in all tentacular sphincters, the muscle fibres impinge on the endoderm 
and the sphincter should hence be reckoned as endodermal. 

Since the actual body of the anemone is much smaller than the oral 
disc and the tentacles, the latter structures are not retractile. 
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The Actinopharynx .—The stoniodaBum extends to the middle of the 
coelenteron. Sections of the actinopharynx show distinct siphonoglyphes 
accompanied by directives; but the number of directives and the siphono¬ 
glyphes is variable because of the prevalence of asexual reproduction. In 
structure, the siphonoglyphes do not present an advanced condition since 
their lining cells are not highly specialized. Mucous cells are found in the 
ectoderm of the actinoj^har^mx. 

The Mesenteries .—The number of mesenteries is highly variable accord¬ 
ing to the age and size of the anemone. Tho}^ are often numerous and a 
sharp distinction into microcnemes and macrocneines does not exist. The 
primary mesenteries, which are the prominent ones, number six to eight 
pairs, and they differ from others in having w^dl-developed mesenterial 
filaments and long, feeble retractors. The directive mesenteries also 1>elong 
to this cycle, and as mentioned above, their number varies ; at least a jiair 
is always present. 

The mesenterial musculature is very weakly deve]o})ed. The parietal 
muscles are completely absent on all the mesenteries. The retractors which 

.cn 4 i.tr. 



FIO. 4. 
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are present only on the primaries have feeble muscle processes. The 
mesenterial muscles are best developed near the basal part of the anemone. 

As can be expected from the very large number of tentacles, the num¬ 
ber of imperfect mesenteries increases near the oral disc of the column 
from what it is below. Their arrangement is not always regular. Curi¬ 
ously enough, most of the imperfect mesenteries near the oral disc bear 
well-developed mesenterial filaments which are identical in structure to that 
of the primaries. The tracts in the filaments are fairly well differentiated, 
with distinct cnidoglandular, reticulate and ciliated regions. The trifid part 
of the filament is very short as the ciliated tract exists only for a short 
distance, the remaining part of the filament consisting entirely of the cnido¬ 
glandular tract. 

The gonads are borne by all the imperfect mesenteries, though rarely 
tlie perfect ones are also fertile. The usual condition is that the latter are 
all sterile, while a distinct reproductive region is often found even on the 
smallest imperfect mesentery of a fully-grown anemone. The sexes are 
separate. In the females, the large eggs He in the mesoglea of the imper¬ 
fect mesentery. 



FIO. 6. 

Thread Cells .—Cnidse are very scarce on the base and column. Spiro- 
cysts appear to be absent on the column. Though several maceration 
Bi ^ 
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preparations were made and carefully examined, no evidence could be 
obtained to demonstrate clearly the occurrence of spirocysts on the column. 
These preparations showed only the small columnar nematocysts, which, 
as pointed out before, are rather scarce. The spirocysts and nematocysts 
are best developed on the tentacles. The nematocysts of the tentacles are 
curved in a characteristic manner and the thread of the capsule is of a 
forked appearance when not exploded, being similar to the capsules figured 
by Carlgren (1924) for Boloceroides and Bunodeopsis. The tentacular nema¬ 
tocysts seem to be mostly of the penicillous tyi)e. They are indistinctly 
grouped on the ectoderm of the tentacles, but they do not form definite 
stinging warts as in Bunodeopsis. The sjhrocysts of the tentacle occur in 
groups at the base and middle while the nematocysts crowd near the tip. 

Asexual Reproduction. 

The powers of regeneration and asexual reproduction are developed to 
a remarkable degree in this anemone. The loss of tentacles, tears on the 
column, oral disc and the base, are all soon rectified by the regenerative 
activity of the adjacent tissues. The process of asexual reproduction is 
also a variant of regeneration as reproduction by longitudinal or transverse 
fission of the anemone has not been observed. The deciduous tentacles 
of the anemone regenerate new individiuils as in Boloceroides. The tenta¬ 
cles remain turgid and swollen even after their separation from the anemone. 
This is caused by the contraction of the tentacular sphincter which comes 
away along with the separated tentacle and completely closes up the 
opening at its base. New tentacles begin to arise from the basal part of the 
parent tentacle. Their orientation in relation to the column of the growing 
anemone is the same as in Boloceroides. As the growth of new tentacles 
occasionally begins even before the complete detachment of the parent 
tentacle, the oral disc of some specimens examined bears a few developing 
individuals, each in association with a tentacle. This gives a characteristic 
clustered appearance to the discs of these anemones. The development of 
the young individuals does not proceed much under this condition. These 
‘ buds ’ easily get detached long before they develop into young anemones. 
The number of such developing young ones carried by such an anemone 
varies from three to six. Specimens that bear asexually developing young 
ones do not have rii^e gemr cells in their mesenteries and the gonads are 
poorly developed. This observation seems to suggest that the asexual and 
sexual method of reproduction do not take place simultaneously and that 
the two phases alternate. 

Asexual reprodttction in Boloceroides has been the subject of detailed 
study by Okada (1926, 1930), and Okada and Komori (1932). The asexual 
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reproductive process in BoloceracHs does not seem to be so highly evolved 
as in Boloceroides. Okada and Komori discovered in the latter a regular 
organised process of budding whereby numerous buds are produced around 
the oral disc, which later grow into new Actinians after liberation. They 
also observed active tentacular regeneration. In Boloceraciis we do not find 
budding taking place in the same way as described for Boloceroides. The 
superior and inferior buds and their peculiar arrangement on the disc of the 
parent anemone are features not noted in the present form. But it was 
described above that occasionally, the growth of additional tentacles belong¬ 
ing to the new anemone takes place before the complete detachment of the 
parent tentacle. This phenomenon is on a small scale comparable to the 
budding of Boloceroides. The young individuals that may develop in this 
manner in association with the mother anemone get detached at a much 
earlier stage in BoloceracHs, as the few new tentacles are all the structures 
that are develoi)ed while on the parent. No mesogleal musculature has 
been observed in BoloceracHs gopalai either in association with the develop¬ 
ing ‘ bud ’ or at the base of the tentacle. The occurrence of a mesogleal 
musculature as described by Okada and Komori for Boloceroides sp. is 
exterraely doubtful (c/. Carlgren, 1933). 

The order of appearance of tlie mesenteries in the asexually reproduced 
individuals could not be studied from the material available. 

Bionomics and Distribution. 

BoloceracHs gopalai has been obtained from the Adyar and the Ennur 
backwaters near Madras, and from the Astamudi Lake in Travancore. 
From its known distribution, it would apjKiar that the species is a euryha¬ 
line sea anemone. 

Specimens have been taken from algal masses as also from the surface 
of the water since the anemone occasionally floats. It is capable of creep¬ 
ing and swimming movements ; it does not, however, apjxjar to be so 
actively swimmii^ an anemone like Boloceroides hermaphroditica. The 
tentacles are adhesive and helps the anemone to cling to algal masses. 
Si^ecimens are of an yellowish brown colotu in the fresh state. 

The exact role played by the tentacular sphincter of the Boloceroidaria 
and of the other Actiniid genera like Bolocera and Liponema is by no means 
clear (c/. Stephenson, 1935). It has been suggested by Horton (1935) that 
the sphincter, by strengthening the tentacular bases, may be of some 
advantage to swimming anemones like Boloceroides (Carlgren, 1900 ; Komori, 
1932), though he could not conceive of a definite mechanism whereby the 
h aff a l sphincter helps the lashing movements of the tentacles. He was led 
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to this view by the greater pronvinence in the sphincter of the free-swimming 
Actinian Boloceraides hermaphroditica, as compared to the similar structures 
observed in Bolocera longicornis and Bunodeopsis globulifera. Boloceroides, 
Boloceractis and Bunodeopsis are non-attached anemones; they have com¬ 
paratively short colunms and the mouth is often wide and open. The 
partitions at the bases of the tentacles api^ear to be advantageous in another 
way. By the contraction of the tentacular sphincter, the communication 
between the coelenteron and the tentacular cavity' is cut off, and tliis makes 
the tentacles turgid, giving it sufficient strength to execute lashing move¬ 
ments effectively. I have observed similar la.shing movements even in 
a species of Bunodeopsis from the Madras Harbour, and it is worthy of note 
that this is not at all a free swimming anemone. Owing to the ijeculiar 
habit of shedding the tentacles, several circular openings are often seen on 
the discs of Boloceractis gopalai and the above-mentioned species of Buno¬ 
deopsis, allowing free communication between the coelenteron and the out¬ 
side. Under such circumstances, it naturally suggests that the turgid state 
of the tentacles necessary to bring about active movements cannot be 
maintained but for the partitions at their bases. It should be mentioned, 
however, that as pointed out by Stephenson (1935) for Bolocera tuedite, the 
real significance of the “tentacle-shedding habit” of these anemones is not at 
all clear, though in Boloceroides and Boloceractis this habit has an important 
bearing on asexual propagation. 

Discussion . 

The genera Boloceroides and Bunodeopsis have occupied different posi¬ 
tions in the schemes of classification adopted by different actinologists. 
Taking their many essential Protantheaii characters into consideration, 
Carlgren (1900) referred Boloceroides to the Protanthea; along with Gonac- 
tinia. The differences between Boloceroides and Protanthea were, however, 
emphasised by Carlgren, The same arrangement was followed by Pax 
(1914) and Poche (1914). This position was questioned by Stephenson 
(1921, 1922) who created the new family Myonanthidae, to include the four 
genera Boloceroides, Myonanthus, Macrodactyla and Nevadne. Bunodeopsis, 
on the other hand, has been classed along with Alicia and Cystiactis by 
Duerden (1896) in the family Aliciidse. To this, Thaumactis (Haddon and 
Duerden, 1898), Pkymactis (Haddon, 1898; Carlgren, 1898) and Phyllodis- 
cus (Carlgren, 1898) have also been later added, though the heterogeneous 
character of the Aliciidse was pointed out by Carlgren (1898). Pax (1914) 
placed Bunodeopsis along with Alicia, Pkymactis, Cystiactis, RivHia, Phlyc- 
tenactis and Thaumactis in one family. Stephenson (1921, 1922) referred it 
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to the Phyllactiidae, along with P.hyllactis, Cradaclis (inclusive of Saccactis), 
Phymactis (inclusive of Rivetia and Bunodosoma), Cystiactis, Lebrunia and 
Thaumaciis. 

In his paper on Boloceroides, Bunodeopsis and their sujrposetl allied 
genera, Carlgren (1924) enters into a detailed examination of the different 
characters of all the allied fonns and concludes that Boloceroides and Buno¬ 
deopsis are closely allied genera, while the rest of the forms go into two 
distinct groups : Alicia, Phyllodiscus and Lebrunia forming the Aliciida;; 
Phymactis, Rivetia, Bunodosoma, Cystiactis, Phyllaclis, Saccactis and Crad- 
actis constituting the Phyllactiida;. The family Myonanthida; is dropped 
since, according to him, it is very heterogeneous, Myonanthus and probably 
Macrodactyla being Actiniid genera. He creates the new group Boloceroi- 
daria, to include the family Boloceroididte with Boloceroides and Bunodeopsis 
(Carlgren, 1924) ; and this scheme is completed by a provisional reference 
of Nevadne to a new family Nevadneida?, under the Boloceroidaria (Carlgren, 
19'26). Pax in his latest system (1925) accepts the families Boloceroididae 
and Phyllactiidac as defined by Carlgren, but retains the family Myonan- 
thidai for Myonanthus, Macrodactyla and Nevadne, while in Stephenson’s 
recent monograph (1935) the arrangement suggested by Carlgren is mainly 
followed. 

The presence of a pedal disc without basilar muscles, longitudinal mus¬ 
cles and sometimes spirocy^ts on the column, the absence or extreme 
weakness of the sphincter, and the weak muscularity of the mesenteries 
are cited by Carlgren as the main features of the Boloceroidaria. They 
retain the longitudinal musculature of the body wall—an essentially Protan- 
thean feature—but the presence of well-developed ciliated tracts on the 
filaments is an unmistakable Nynanthean feature, and settles once for all 
their position among the Nynanthe®. After a detailed study of the Bolo¬ 
ceroidaria, Carlgren concludes, " In fact, just as there is only one opinion, 
that Protanihea is the most primitive Actiniarian we at present know, 
I think tlrat Boloceroides, having retained the most Protanthean characters, 
is the most primitive Nynantheae ” (pp. 18-19, 1924). The disparity of 
opinion that existed on the affinity of the Boloceroidaria seems to have 
been set at rest as all the available evidences confirm Carlgren’s contention. 

It was shown in the morphological account how the new anemone 
described in this paper has all the features characteristic of the Boloceioi- 
daria. This leads to a comparison with the other genera, Bolootroides, Buno¬ 
deopsis and Nevadne. It agrees with Boloceroides in having a smooth 
column without vesicles, and in its remarkable powers of asexual reproduction. 
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These resemblances are so apparent that at first sight it might appear 
that the anemone is a Boloceroides, But Boloceraciis gopalai differs from 
the species of Boloccroides in the absence of spirocysts on the column, in the 
possession of distinct siphonoglyphes, and in the fertility of the mesenteries 
of the last orders. Of these, the last two characters are of considerable 
importance as they are of generic value, and are used to distinguish certain 
Endomyarian genera from their close relatives. It is hence necessary to 
consider Boloceroides and Boloceraciis as distinct genera. There is very 
little in common between Bunodeopsis and Boloceraciis save the grf)up 
characters. The presence of distinct siphonoglyphes and fertile impeifect 
mesenteries in the new genus Boloceraciis is in sharp contrast to the other 
members of the Boloceroidaria. 

There is some agreement with the Nevadneidse since the absence of 
spirocysts and vesicles on the column and the sterility of the primary 
mesenteries are characteristics of 'Nevadne {Annandale, 1915). The features 
of Boloceraciis in agreement with the two families are shown in the following 
table;— 


Boloceroididce, 

N evadneidt». 

Column smootli. 

Ectodermal longitudinal muscles 
through the column. 

Absence of sphincter. 

Deciduous nature of the tenta¬ 
cles. 

Column without spirocysts. 

\Veak muscularity in the mesen¬ 
teries. 

Feeble retractors. 

No differentiation into macro- 

No differentiation into macro- 

cnemes and microcnemes. 

1 

i 

Column short and not vermi¬ 
form. 

Prevalence of asexual reproduc¬ 
tion. 

cnemes and microcnemes. 

Usual sterility of the primary' 
mesenteries. 

Distinct pedal disc without 

Dbtinct pedal disc without 

basilar muscles. 

basilar muscles. 


This comparison makes it clear that we have to refer Boloceraciis to 
the Boloceroididse as there is great agreement with this family in several 
important features. In the presence of siphonoglyphes and fertile imperfect 
mesenteries, the genus shows deviation from the typical Boloceroidid 
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condition. The arrangement of the tentacles in Boloceractis is on the funda¬ 
mental actinian plan and does not present any peculiarities ; but the very 
curioiis arrangement of tentacles and later sets of micromesenteries is the 
most important feature of Nevadneidce which is represented by the solitary 
species Nevadne glavca. ilence we cannot pay so much attention to the 
features wherein Boloceractis and Nevadne are in agreement as to consider 
them as belonging to the same family. 

In the evolution of this new genus, the sjnrocysts on the column wall 
observed in Boloceroides may have been lost; but neither the vesicles as 
seen in Bunodeopsis, nor stinging spots have developed here. The power 
of regeneration and the sphinctered nature of the tentacles are present as 
in the Bolcceroididse. Siphonoglyphes have developed and the imi^erfect 
mesenteries have become progressively fertile, while there has been a gradual 
reduction in the reproductive organs in the perfect mesenteries. The 
Boloceractis'Stage possibly represents a definite landmark in the evolution 
of the Nevadneidae. If so, the development of the vermiform column with 
stinging spots and the atypical arrangement of tentacles would be later 
acquisitions of Nevadne. 

The evolutionary tendencies indicated by the ^Boloceroidaria have been 
discussed by Carlgren (1924) who rightly maintains that the Boloceroidaria 
have arisen from the Protanthese as an independent off-shoot in which 
some of the primitive Protanthean features have been retained. Bolocer¬ 
oides must be reckoned as the most primitive genus of the group as it 
shows the closest resemblance to Protanthea, Bimodeopsis may liave des¬ 
cended from a Boloceroides-Uke ancestor {cf. Carlgren, 1924 ; Stephenson, 
1922). Boloceractis must also have descended from a Boloceroides-like ances¬ 
tor but independent of Bunodeopsis, The genus Nevadne has perhaps 
evolved from a form closely related, if not very similar, to Boloceractis. The 
scheme may be represented as follows:— 

PROTANTimA 


Primitive Boloceroida rian 


Boloceroides 

./ I 

Boloceractis 

Bunodeopsis 




Nevadne 


I Boloceroidida 


NevadneidcB. 
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Summary. 

1 . The morphology and asexual reproduction of a brackish-water 

Boloceroidarian from Madras, have been studied. 

2. As the anemone differs from other known members of the Bolo- 

ceroidaria in certain features of generic value, it is referred to 
a new genus, Boloceractis, under the family Boloceroidida^. 

3. Generic and specific definitions of Boloceractis gopalai are given and 

the anatomy of the anemone is described, 

4. The mesenteries of Boloceractis gopalai are not sharply differen¬ 

tiated into macrocnenies and microcnemes ; and the gonads are 
usually borne by the later cycles of imperfect mesenteries, the 
perfect mesenteries being typically sterile. 

5. Asexual reproduction takes place in the anemone by a process of 

regeneration ^ of the deciduous tentacles, the sphinctered parti¬ 
tions at the bases of the tentacles playing an important r6le in 
this process. 

6. An account of the habits of the anemone is given and the r6le of 

the tentacular sphincter of the Boloceroidaria is discussed. 

7. The systematic relationships of the genus Boloceractis are discussed. 
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EXPLANATION OF FIGURES. 

Text-Pic. L —Boloccractis gopalai, A.—Transverse section of the body wall from about the 
middle of the column; B.—T.S. tentacle, eci. —ectoderm; eci. m. L —ectodermal 
longitudinal muscle layer; endoderm; mcs. —mcsogica; ii, —nematocysts: 

sp, —spirocysts; and s. —zooxanthellae. X 

Text-Fig. 2.—longitudinal section passing through the bases of some of the tentacles of 
Boloccractis gopalai. Partly diagrammatic, r.tr. —column wall; l.f .—lumen of 
the tentacles; and p .—partitions at tlie bases of the tentacles with the sphincter. 
X 100. 

Tkxt-Fio. 3.—Siphonoglyphe of Boloccractis gopalai as seen in a transverse section, along 
with a pair of directives, d.m ,—directive mesentery; cct. ph .—echxlerm of the 
actinopharvnx ; cud. —end(Kleriii; vtes. —mesoglea: and si. —siphonoglyphe. 

X 3S0, 

Text-Fig. 4.—Transverse sections of a perfect mesentery of Boloccractis gopalai. In A, 
the section passes through the lower region where only the median tract is fouml 
on the filament. B represent.s the section through the trifid region of the same 
mesentery, cil. tr ,—ciliated tract; cn. gl. tr .—cnidoglandular tract; cud. c ,— 
endoderm of the column; end. m .—endoderm of the mesentery; utes. —mesoglea; 
r. —retractor; and ret. ^r.—reticular tract. X ^40. 

TexT'Ftg. 5.—T.s. of a fertile imperfect mesentery {3rd cycle) of Boloceractis gopalai 
< 11 . gl, tr .—cnidoglandular tract; cct.—ectoderm; cud .—endoderm of the column; 
cwd.wc.v.—endoderm of the mesentery; ines. —mesoglea; ovary with developing 

oocytes; and r.—zooxanthellie. X 

Peate V* 

A.—Photograph of adult specimens of Boloccractis gopalai B.—Different stages of regenera* 
tion of yovmg individuals fr<mi deciduous tentacles. About the natural size. 
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Errata. 


Vol. IV, No. 6. December 1936. 

Page 436, line 18—/or " Mr. Evans ” read ” Mrs. Evans 
Page 437, line 17— for " Malayas ” read “ Mala 3 's ”. 

Page .441, line 9— for “ Polj'althia fragnans " read " Polj'althia fragrans". 
Page 441, line 26— for "Mr. Eoulke ” read “Mr. Foulkes". 

Page 443, Ifoe 2Q~~for " disposal ” read " dispersal 

Page 500, line 20— for “ coveted “ read “ covered ”. 

Page 608, line 30— for “ view is not correct ” read " view is that it is 

not correct 

Page 511, line 31—/or “ Veddha “ read “ Veddah ”. 

Page 612, line 30—/or “ there “ read “ their 
Table of Measurements. 

line 12— for “ Vaudamet Periza " read “ Vaudamet, Periyar “. 
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A number of papers have appeared during recent years on the structure 
and development of the embryo-sac in the family Amarantacre, but not 
much attention has been paid to the development of the embryo. Naithani 
(1933) and Joshi and Rao (1934) published a few observations on Digera 
arvensis, but these are very meagre and give no adequate idea of the subject. 
Woodcock (1931) has described the dev'elopment of the seed in Amarantus 
caudatus, but he deals chiefly with endosperm and ixirispcrm. The present 
paper therefore is the first detailed account of embryogeny for the family 
Araarantacece. 

The plants studied include Alternanthera sessilis R. Br. and Digera 
arvensis Forsk., some jjhases of the life-history of which have already been 
described by Naithani (1933), Joshi and Rao (1934), Puri and Singh (1935), 
Kajale (1935) and Joshi (1936). During the present investigation, the first plant 
has been studied in more detail than the second, but the two have been found 
to agree in all essential points except in the structure of the endosperm. 

Fertilisation. 

Some stages in fertilisation have already been described in Digera 
arvensis by Joshi and Rao (1934). The present account is based largely 
on Alternanthera sessilis. The pollen grains in this species are 3-nucleate 
at the time of shedding. On reaching the stigma, these are caught among 
the glandular hairs and begin to germinate. A pollen tube comes out 
from each and passes down the hollow style, and then through the hollow 
interior of the ovary till it reaches the funicle of the ovule. Now it travels 
along the funicle and enters the micropyle. During its further growth, the 
pollen tube penetrates through the cells of the nucellus overlying the 
embryo-sac, punctures the apex of the embryo-sac and ultimately reaches 
the egg-apparatus. Its entrance frequently leaves the symergids in tact 
(Fig. 1), as in Salix (Chamberlain, 1897), Silphium (Merrell, 1900), etc. 

The pollen tube reaches the base of the egg before it discharges its 
contents. The male gametes are 4-6 times as long as broad. They may 
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be straight or curved at one or both ends. One of the male ganretes fuses 
with the egg and the second with the secondary nucleus (Fig. 1). The male 
gamete fusing with the egg nucleus was always seen to enter from the chala- 
zal end of the egg. Both the male gametes tend to become spherical as 
fertilisation jn'ogresses. 



Figs. 1-4. Alteruanthera sessilis. Various stages in fertilisation. Fig. 1, mkropylar 
portion of an embr^ o-sac showing fertilised egg and secondary nucleus and 
still in tact synergids. Fig. 2, micropylar portion of an embryo-sac showing a 
fertilised egg and accessory male gametes. Fig. Z, micropylar portion of an 
ovule showing accessory pollen tubes. Fig. 4, micropylar apex of an embryo- 
sac showing an accessory pollen tube with male gametes, a small embryo and 
free endosperm nuclei. Figs. 1-2, X 1450 ; Figs. 3-4, X 900. 

Fig. 5. Digera arvensiu Micropylar portion of an ovule showing two pollen tubes. The 
cmbryo-sac shows degenerating synergids. X 450. 
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Two, three or four pollen tul>es have been often seen entering an ovule 
and reaching the embryo-sac, where they discharge their contents even 
after normal fertilisation has been completed (Figs, 2-'3), In one case such 
an accessory pollen tube with the male gametes inside was seen entering 
an embryo-sac containing an B-celled embryo (Fig. 4). Accessory pollen 
tubes of the same type have also been observed in Digera arvensis (Fig. 5). 
Among other plants the presence of accessory pollen tubes in ovules has 
been noted in Elodea canadensis by Wylie (1901), in Myricaria gernianica 
by Frisendahl (1912), Boerhaavia diffusa by Maheshwari (1929), etc. Recently 
Oetassimova (1933) noted as many as six pairs of male gametes inside one 
ovule of CYcpis capillar is. In Elodea canadensis, Wylie noted cyst formation 
around the apex of the accessory pollen tubes, but nothing like this has been 
observed in the plants which form the subject of the present investigation. 
The accessory j)ollen ttibes in these simply disorganise after some time. 
The accessor^^ male gametes discharged by these ])ollen tubes into the 
embryo-sac also generally share the same fate, but it is possible that very 
rarely they may unite with a fertilised egg nucleus and thus give rise to 
polyploid forms. This question will be discussed in a later i)aper. 

Another interesting feature of pollen tube development in Altcrnanthera 
sessilis is the behaviour of the tube nucleus. Generally in the flowering 
plants during the development of the pollen tube, it remains quite close to 
the siierm nuclei, being just ahead of them or just following them. The 
first condition is more frequent. In the mature pollen grains of AUernan- 
theta sessilis, the tube nucleus is a quite prominent spherical structure 
larger than the sperm nuclei, but in the pollen tubes the tube nucleus was 
never seen, although quite a large number of them were examined. In 
some pollen grains the tube nucleus was found in a fragmented and degene¬ 
rating condition. It is, therefore, probable that the tube nucleus generally 
degenerates before germination of the pollen grains and never conics out 
into the jiollen tubes, A similar early degeneration of the tube nucleus 
was also sometimes observed by Frisendahl (1912) in Myricaria germanica 
and by Armand (1912) in Lobelia erinm. In the latter sj^ecies it disappears 
as soon as the pollen tube has become 30 times as long as the diameter of 
the pollen grain. 

Embryo Development. 

The first division in the fertilised egg is transverse and results in the 
formation of two cells (Figs. 6 and 30). The next division is again trans¬ 
verse and takes place in the micropylar cell of the 2-celled proembryo 
(Fig. 7). In this way a row of three cells is formed (Fig. 31). More trans¬ 
verse divisions follow, but their exact sequence has not been followed. 
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Figs. 6-29. Aliernanihera sessilis. Various stages in the development of the embryo. In 
Figs. 6-15,9-22, 24,26 and 28-29 complete embryos are shown, in Figs. 16-18» 
23 and 25 only their apical part. Fig. 27 shows the differentiation of the 
hypophysis. Fig. 29 is an outline drawing of an embryo after the differentia¬ 
tion of the cotyledons and the stent tip. The shaded part in Figs. 26 and 28 
represents the picromc. For further explanation sec Text. Figs, 6-24^X600; 
Figs. 25-28. X 390; Fig. 29. X133. 
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A row of 6-7 cells is generally formed before longitudinal walls appear 
(Figs. 8-11 and 31). Only exceptionally the proembryo is much longer 
and consists of 8-11 cells before the appearance of the first longitudinal 
walls (Fig. 21). 

Three apical cells of. this procmbryo generally take part in the develop¬ 
ment of the embryo proper. The apical one gives rise to the stem tip and 
the cotyledons, the sub-aiiical one to the hypocotyl and the greater part 
of the root, and the third from the apex forms the hypophysis from which 
the a\)ex of the embryonic root develops. The embryo development thus 
corresponds to the chenopodiaceous-type of vSehnarf (1929). 

Exceptional^ more than three cells of the proembryo may take part 
in the development of the embryo proper. Thus in Figs. 22, 23 and 24, 
4, 4 and 5 cells resj^ectively appear to take such a part, but such cases are 
rare and have been seen in Altcrnanthcra seasilis alone. The accessory cells 
take part in the develoi^ment of the hypocotyl and the root region of the 
embryo only. In this manner, when the embryo is developing from four 
cells, its development exactly agrees with that of Chenopodinm Bonus- 
Henricus studied by Sou^ges (1920). Normally the sub-apical cell of the 
proembryo of Aliernanthera and Digera performs the same function as is 
performed by the second and third cells in Chenopodium together. 

The sub-apical cell of the proembryo is generally the first to divide by 
a longitudinal wall (Figs. 11-13). Only very rarely the apical cell may 
divide before it (Fig. 21). The first longitudinal division in these cells is 
followed by another in a plane at right angles to the preceding and quad¬ 
rants are formed (Fig. 34). Two opposite quadrants alone now divide by 
longitudinal walls. In this way six cells are formed in each tier (Fig. 35). 
These may be called hexants. Their formation has been clearly seen in 
Digera^ but they are also probably organised in Aliernanthera. Further 
differentiation of the three histogenic layers in each tier (Figs. 14-28 and 
36-40), development of the cotyledons and the stem tip (Figs. 26, 28 and 
29), and the differentiation of the root apex from the hypophysis (Figs. 
26-28) proceeds in the same manner as descril.>ed by Sou^ges (1920) in 
Chenopodium Bonus-Henricus, 

The 3-4 cells of the proeinbryo not taking part in the development of 
the embryo proper give rise to the suspensor. In Aliernanthera this remains 
mostly uni-seriate except at the micropylar end, where the last cell divides 
lengthwise into 4 or 6 cells. This forms a somewhat peltate structure 
projecting into the nucellus all round and probably helping in the nutrition 
of the embryo (Figs. 26 and 28). In Digera arvensis, the suspensor is more 







FiC8» 43-48* AiternaniHera scssilts. Fig. 43, section of an ovule showing a well-developed 
embryo and endosperm* Fig. 44, section of a mature seed. Figs. 45 and 46, 
sections of fruits showing seeds with abnormal embryos. Figs. 47 and 48, 
portions of longitudinal sections of a cotyledon and hypocotyl respectively 
showing the distribution of starch. Figs. 43-46, x 56; Figs. 47-48, X 415. 
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massive (Fig. 41). It is more than uni-seriate throughout its length and 
at the micropylar end consists of a mass of cells. Thus it approaches the 
suspensor of Amarantus caudatus figured by Woodcock (1931). 

As the embryo develops, it becomes greatly elor^ated and curved 
(Figs. 42-44). It forms a horse-shoe-shai)ed structure in the outer part of 
the seed. Starch is deposited in all its parts, though at a late stage. It 
is more abundant in the cotyledons than in the hypocotyl and the root 
(Figs. 47-48). The individual grains also are comparatively bigger in 
the cotyledons. Among the three histogenic layers, starch is most abund¬ 
ant in the periblcm and least in the plerome (Figs, 47-48). 

Endosperm and Perisperm. 

The structure of the endosperm of AUernanthera sessilis differs from 
that of Dtgera arvensis. In AUernanthera, the endosi^erm becomes cellular 
in the larger part of the embryo-sac, but remains free nuclear to the end 
at the chalazal extremity (Fig. 43). It thus corresponds to the Melandrium- 
type of Rdcen (1927). In Digera, the endosperm becomes cellular through¬ 
out its length (Fig. 42) and corresponds to the Silene-ty\yt of Rdcen (1927). 
In this species, the endosperm also is not entirely uniform. Two or three 
layers of cells formed first over the radicle of the embryo consist of more 
regularly and compactly arranged cells than others formed afterwards 
(Fig. 42.) 

In the mature seed, most of the endosperm is absorbed by the growing 
embryo. Only a layer or two are left surrounding the radicle and the 
hypocotyl of the embryo in the form of a cap (Fig. 44), as in Amarantus 
caudatus (Woodcock, 1931). In Digera arvensis, these persistent cells are 
the ones which are more regularly arranged during the early stages. A few 
starch grains may be seen in these remaining endosperm cells, but they are 
nearly in a degenerating condition and take little part in storing the reserve 
carbohydrates of the seed. 

The growth of the endosperm and the embryo destroys a part of the 
nucellus, but its central region remahrs in tact. Starch grains are abund¬ 
antly deposited in its cells and it forms the perisperm of the mature seed 
around which the horse-shce-shaped embryo lies. 

Tu'O Abnortnal Embryos. 

The normal structure of the seed should be clear from the preceding 
description. Inside the testa, it contains a horse-shoe-shaped embryo 
surrounding a central mass of perisperm. The endosperm is present only 
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as a small cap over the radicle and the hypocotyl. Starch is stored in the 
perisperm and the cells of the embryo. In Alternanthera sessilis, however, 
two cases have been seen in which the form of the etnbr;yo and its relation 
with the perisperm was different. In the first case (Fig. 45), the embryo, 
instead of being,nearly annular, was bent over itself with the cotyledons 
in an incumljent position. In the second case (Fig. 40), the embryo had 
a somewhat sigmoid form. Secondly its radicle was not found near the 
micropyle of the seed, but just at the opposite end. In both these seeds 
containing abnormal embryos, the perisi>erm was not surrounded by the 
embryos, but was situated towards one side of them. The deposition of 
reserve food materials was also different in these abnormal embryos. 
Normal embryos in the Amarantaceae contain starch grains alone, but in 
the dermatogen of these abnormal embryos the reserve grains were of a 
different kind, probably aleuronc grains. This shows that these abnormal 
embryos had developed as a result of some physiological disturbance in the 
metabolism of the ovules in which they were formed. 

Summary* 

Fertilisation, endosperm a!id development of the embryo have been 
studied in Alternanthera sessilis and Digera arvensis* 

Fertilisation is porogamous. Normal double fertilisation takes place. 
Accessory pollen tubes commonly enter an ovule. Tube nucleus probably 
degenerates at an early stage, perhaps within the pollen grain itself. 

The embryo development corresponds to the chenopodiaceous-type. 

The endosperm in Digera becomes cellular throughout its length, in 
Alternanthera only in the micropylar half. 

The mature seed contains a horse-shoe-shaped embryo surrounding 
the central perisperm. Endosperm is present only as a cap of one or two 
layers of cells over the radicle and the hypocotyl. Starch is stored in the 
embryo and the p:?risperm. In the embryo, it is more abundant in the 
cotyledons than in the hypocotyl and the radicle, and more abundant in 
the periblem than in the dermatogen and the plerome. 

Tv^^o embryos of a different shape have been noted in Alternanthera 
sessilis* In one case, the embryo was bent over itself. In the second, it 
had a sigmoid form. The perisperm in both these cases was situated 
towards one side of the embryo and not surrounded by it. 
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From a few ponds near the Benares Hindu University grounds a 
peculiar blue-green alga was collected this year during the latter half of 
July and the earlier half of August. The plant-body comprises three types 
of trichonies. Firstly, there ate trichonies that are individuall 3 " surrounded 
b 3 " a mucilaginous sheath (Fig. 1, B, and Fig. 2, B). vSccondly, there are 
trichonies that are in groups and are enclosed in a common mucilaginous 
envelope (Fig. 1, C, and Fig. 2, C and D). The thalli comprised by such 
trichomes are usually attached by one end (Fig. 1, A-C) to the grass blades 
and roots of Lemna and Trapa. These thalli, which occasionally branch once 
or twice, are distributed on the host rather sparingly, although cases where 
they cover it almost completely are not uncommon! vSeveral of these indivi¬ 
duals have also been observed to be free-floating after they get detached from 
the ho.st. Thirdly, there are such free-floating trichonies as are devoid of any 
mucilage (Vig. 1. 1) and Fig. 2, -4). As noticed in the living material, the 
trichomes of the first two types may sometimes emerge out of their sheaths 
(Fig 1, B) one after the other, leaving the latter empty (Fig. 1, A), and the 
emerged trichomes then remain free-floating. This, however, is observed 
only in the case of such trichomes as have not produced any spores. The 
empty sheaths are also formed by the disintegration of the trichomes occup^dng 
them. They either remain attached to or get detached from the host. 

The hyaline mucilaginous sheath enclosing the trichomes is usually firm 
(only rarely diffluent at places), and possesses a smooth or rough outline and a 
variable width. It is usually 300-500 ft (rarely upto one mm.) long and 10-50 ft 
broad. It readily takes up all kinds of stains {i.e., aqueous methyl green, 
alcoholic safranin, methylene blue, Heidenhain's Hsematoxyline, etc.), the one 
enclosing vegetative trichomes staining deeper than that containing sporogen- 
ous ones. The reaction with aqueous methyl green and alcoholic safranin 
shows an affinity of the sheath for basic aniline dyes and indicate its pectic 
nature [cf,, Bh&radwaja']. Chlor-zinc-iodide does not stain the sheath 
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violet even after a long immersion, and this shows the absence of cellulose 
in the sheath. A dissection of the sheath under the binocular dissecting 
microscope shows that it is not a hollow cylinder of mucilage but it is a thick 
micilaginoiis body in which the trichomes are embedded. The peripheral 
part of the sheath is of a thicker consistency and stains more deeply than the 
inner one. 



Fig. 1. 


Fic. 1. .^4“•Empty sheath; B—Trichomcemerging out of its sheath; C^A number of 
trichomes enveloped by a common mucilaginous sheath; D—Trichome without any mucilagi¬ 
nous envelope. All X 280. 

The trichomes are either straight or bent. Those that are in groups 
within the sheath overlap each other but do not get entangled (Fig. 1/C 
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and Fig. 2, C and D). They usually taper at the extreme ends, with the end- 
cells having rounded apices, and measure upto 300/* in length. Sometimes 
even longer trichomes have been observed, and one trichome measured as 
much as 1,400 /* long. The cells are barrel-shai^ed, being shorter than broad 



Fig, 2. 


Fic. 2. Sporogenous trichome without any mucilaginous envelope; B—Sporogen- 
OUB trichome with the enveloping sheath; C and D-~Sporogenous trichomes enclosed in a 
common mucilaginous sheath. A—C X S80; D X 280. 

or as long as broad, with deep constrictions at the cross-walls. They are 
4 *9-6 *6/* broad and 8*8-6/* long. The dissepiments are not very clear 
but they become distinct on treatment with an alcoholic solution of iodine. 
The cell-contents are deep blue-green and coarsely granular. The walls and 
the contents of the show practically the same reactions to various stains 
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and reagents as have been described b}’' Bbdradwaja^ for Cylindrospertnum 
muscicola var. kashmirensis. 

The heterocysts, which are usitally upto fifteen in number, are distributed 
at intervals throughout the length of the trichome, In one case, however, 
twenty-two heterocysts were observed. They are more or less sjiherical, 
sometimes with slightly flattened ends. They have homogeneous contents 
of a pale blue~greeen colour, and are usuall}^ broader than the vegetative cells, 
measuring 6-4r-9/>t (rarely upto 10 //) in diameter. The observations made 
with regard to heterocysts by Fritsch^ in Anabana and by Bharadwaja^* 
in Spelatopogon Kashyapi, and the reactions of their walls and contents 
to various stains and reagents described by Bharadwaja^ for Cylindrosper- 
mum muscicola var. kashmirensis, Aulosira Fritschii and A, prolifica are in 
close agreement with those of the present alga. 

The spores are formed in trichomes that are enclosed in a sheatli 
(Fig. 2, B’D) as well as in those that are free (Fig. 2, A), There is generally 
a spore on either side of a heteroeyst, but cases where a s])ore is formed only 
on one side of a heterocyst are also met witli. The contents of the spores are 
yellowish-green, with numerous large granules occupying the whole protoplast. 
The granules are spherical or sub-spherical, and are of different sizes. The 
reactions of the envelopes and the contents of the spores to various stains 
and reagents described by Bh&radwaja‘ for Cylindrospermum muscicola 
var. kashmirensis and Aulosira Fritschii are in agreement with those of the 
alga described here. The spores are ellipsoidal, sometimes cylindrical 
with rounded or occasionally with slightly flattened ends. They are much 
larger than the heterocysts, the mature ones being 8 *4-10 *9 ^ broad and 
13*3--16-2 fi, long. 

The alga, as already pointed out, has three types of structure, viz., 
(1) a number of trichomes enclosed in a common sheath, (2) individual trichomes 
enveloped by a sheath and (3) ordinary trichomes without any sheath. The 
first two types readily recall the condition present in Anabana vaginicola 
described by Fritsch’ from South Africa and Anabcenothrix epiphytica, 
an AnabcenaAike alga recently described by Randhawa.^® The first type 
is also present in Anabmnothrix cylindrica Randbawa,t another alga described 
by the same author.*® Randhawa has created this new genus Anabcenothrix, 
as distinct from Anabcena, merely on account of a common sheath enclosing 

t Randhawa keeps the words ** Randhawa and Ghose'" after the names of these plants, 
but since the paper describing these algae is published on his name alone, it is not clear h<yw 
the name of any junior author can,be attached to the authorship of the proposed new species, 
when the latter has no share in the authorship of the paper itself, Moreover, no mention of 
the actual locality in the Punjab from where these algse were collected is made by the author. 
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a number of trichomes. He has also included in it Anahcena vaginicola 
Fritsch under the name of Anabeenothrix vaginicola (Fritsch) nov. comb. 

In the description of Anabatnothrix cylindrica there is no mention of the 
presence of a single trichome enclosed in a sheath, while in Anabcvna vaginicola 
Fritsch, the presence of individual trichomes surrounded by a sheath is re¬ 
corded, though it is a rare feature. About Anabanothrix epiphytica the 
author simply mentions that it has “ numerous trichomes enclosed in a single 
sheath or a single one in a single sheath This statement, however, does 
not give any idea of the percentage of either of the two types of structure 
present. The Benares alga, on the other hand, jrassesses about 20% of such 
cases as have individual trichomes surrounded by a sheath, and this feature 
is also present in Anabcena Halbfassi Bachmann, A. ineeqnalis (Ktttz.) Born, 
et Flah., A. Poulscniana Boye-Pet. (Geitler®, Figs. 575, 578 and 579 res¬ 
pectively) and Anabcena laxa (Rab.) A. Br. (Tilden^^, PI. IX, Fig. 18) 
and also in one other form of Anabana described by Fritsch.® Again 
nearly 40% of the individuals in the Benares form consist of trichomes 
devoid of any sheath, and this is a typical feature in the genus Anabcena. 
vSuch free trichomes have not been recorded in any of the three forms comprising 
the genus Anabcenothrix, which the present alga, however resembles in 
having a number of trichomes enclosed in a common sheath, though only 
in about 40%ca.ses. 

The Benares plant thus combines the characters of Anabcena and Anabce- 
notkrix, and since in the majority of the cases the plant-body resembles the 
species of Anabcena, the writer is inclined to refer it to this genus for the 
present. Moreover, the establishment of the gemts Anabcenothrix based merely 
on the presence of a sheath enclosing one or more AnabcenaAike trichomes 
appears open to question. The validity of the genus Schizothrix KUtz., which 
was established on a similar basis, is also questionable, as this genus does 
not possess any distinctive characters and is likely to be confused in certain 
cases with Lyngbya. In describing Schizothrix, West and FritsclP* (p. 474) 
write that it has “ trichomes relatively few (sometimes only one) within 
each sheath”. In Schizothrix Viguieri Fremy, 5. Bioreti Fr6my, S. Intea 
Fr4my (Frfemy,* pp. 94, 99 and 108 respectively), S. antarctica Fritsch 
(Fritsch,* p. 11), S. ecalcarea Gardner, S. Willei (Gardner) Geitler, 
S. Gomontii Weber van Bosse, S. mellea Gardner (Geitler,* pp. 1094, 1098, 
1100 and 1116 respectively) and others the presence of individual trichomes 
enclosed by a sheath is recorded, while Schizothrix perforans (Ercegovic) 
Geitler (Geitler,* p. 446), 5. longiarticulata Gardner, S. Arnotti Fremy, 
and S. Heufleri Grtin. var. incrustans Ercegovic (G-ntler,* pp. 1087, 1104 
and 1107 respectively) jjossess mainly this type of trichomes. In all these 
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cases such trichomes are hardly diUerent from those of the species of Lyngbya. 
About Schizothrix perforans (Ercegov.c) Geitl., Geitlei^ (p. 1079) writes, 
“ Kann daher mit Lyngbya verwechselt werden" and also "Die Art kann 
allenfalls als Lyngbya angesehen werden". There is also in many cases, no 
distinctive differences in the strata formed by these two genera in nature. 

The filaments of Lyngbya themselves are likely to be confused, in certain 
cases, with those of the species of Phortnidium {e.g,, Phormidium mucosunt 
Gardner, Geitler,* Fig. 646 b) in which the sheath is persistent. In such 
cases, however, the only difference between these two genera lies in the 
nature of their strata, as West and Fritsch** (p. 473) have pointed out 
that " The determination of species without knowing the characteristics of 
the stratum is scarce!)’ to be advocated.’’ But this difference in habit also 
in these imperfectly known blue-green algae may, after further experimental 
w'ork, turn out to be of no great taxonomic importance. As an illustration 
the writer would mention Nostochopsis radians Bharadw&ja, which in spite of 
its having quite a different habit from that of the other known .species of 
the genus, has not been raised to a generic rank, and would further quote 
what the author® of this form says about Myxoderma "The retention of 
Myxoderma, which differs only in habit from Nostochopsis, also appears open 
to question." 

From what has been stated above, the writer is of the opinion that these 
three genera— Schizothrix, Lyngbya and Phormidium —should be subjected to a 
careful revision. In this connection it may be suggested that all such species 
of Schizothrix, which possess mainly Lyngbya-Vik^ trichomes should be accom¬ 
modated in the genus Lyngbya in a separate section created for the purix)se. 
Again, the species of Phormidium in which the trichomes possess a persistent 
sheath should likewise be included in the genus Lyngbya under a different 
section.* Further, all such species of Phormidium in which the sheath of the 
filaments is mostly in a dissolved or diffluent state should be accommodated 
in a separate section of the genus Oscillatoria.* In the same way the forms 
belonging to the genus Anabesnothrix should be included in the genus Anabana 
Bory imder a separate section ‘Anabcenothrix’ to accommodate such Anabmna- 
like forms as possess one or more trichomes enclosed in a common mucilagi¬ 
nous sheath. 

The Benares form approaches Anabana spharica Bom. ct Flah., which 
it resembles in the barrel-shaped cells, the spherical heteiocysts, and in the 
formation of a single spore on each side of a heterocyst; but it differs from 
the same in the bigger heterocysts and smaller ellipsoidal spores and dso in 
the frequent presence of trichomes enclosed in a sheath. 
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The present alga also shows a resemblance with Anahcena vagimcola 
Fritsch in having spares adjacent to heterocysts, besides having one or more 
trichomes surrounded by a sheath. But it differs from this South African 
form in the usually firm nature of the sheath, in possessing broader trichomes, 
smaller barrel-shaped cells and spherical heterocysts, and also in having 
spores that are broader and shorter and situated singly on either side of a 
heterocyst. 

The Benares alga also differs from Anabcenoihrix cylindrica in having 
broader barrel-shaped cells, smaller heterocysts and ellipsoidal spores that 
are broader and shorter, and are formed singly on either side of a heterocyst* 
It further differs from Anabcenoihrix epiphylica in having broader barrel- 
sha]jed cells and broader and shorter spores, that are formed singly on either 
side of a heterocyst.§ The Benares form may therefore be considered a new 
species of Anabcena and may be named A, ambigua sp. nov. 

Diagnosis. 

Trichomes free or completel^^ enclosed in a mucilaginous envelope or 
sheath, in the latter case occurring either singly or in groups; trichomes without 
sheaths free-floating ; ensheathed trichomes free-floating or attached to the 
host by one end, generally occurring singly but occasionally in dense clusters. 
Sheath usually firm, hyaline, with smooth or rough outline ; us\tally 300-500 /a 
(rarely upto one mm.) long, 10-50abroad. Trichomes straight or bent, 
usually slightly tapering at the ends, with end-cells having rounded apices; 
usually 250-300 long, sometimes longer. Cells barrel-shaped, with deep 
constrictions at the joints; septa indistinct; cell-contents deep blue-green 
and coarsely granular ; 4 ‘9-6 -6 /x broad, 3 *3-5 fi long. Heterocysts at inter¬ 
vals, almost spherical, sometimes with slightly flattened ends, usually broader 
than the cells, 6 4-9 /x (rarely upto 10 fx) in diameter. Spores formed in free 
trichomes as well as in those enclosed in sheath, one on each side of a heterocyst, 
usually ellipsoidal, sometimes cylindrical with rounded or occasionally flat¬ 
tened ends, with thick hyaline exospore and thin transparent endospore; 

8-4-10 *9/a broad, 13*3-16 *2/x long. 

Habitat:—Free-floating or attached to grass-blades and roots of Lemna 
and Trapa in some ponds near the Benares Hindu University. (July and 
August, 1936.) 

The writer wishes, in conclusion, to express his great indebtedness to 
Professor Y. Bh4radw&ja, for his kind guidance and criticism. 

i Since the author of Amhttnothrix gpiphytica ha's not given the dimensions of the 
heterocysts, it is not possible to compare them with those of the Benares form. 
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In a recent paper (Mahendra, 1935), 1 showed that the three species of the 
genus Cylindrophis Wagler, found within the limits of the Indian Emi)ire, 
do not differ from each other in the generally accepted specific features. I 
also published a new key for the genus, proposed by Dr. Malcolm Smith, 

In a letter, dated February 3, 1937, Dr. Smith draws my attention to 
the fact that the key, as published, is unworkable owing to an unfortunate 
error that has crept into it through oversight. At his suggestion, I hasten 
to i)resent in its place the following revised key, drawn up by Dr. Smith after 
an examination of more material. It is found that the proi)ortions of the 
prefrontab are too variable to be relied on. The colour patteni, however, 
is constant and distinctive. 

I. Breadth of frontal equal to or greater than half the distance between 

the centres of the eyes ; rostral narrow, as high as broad. 

(fl) Back with or without light cross-bars. C. mfus, 

(6) Back with two white longitudinal strii^s. C. lineaius. 

II. Breadth of frontal less than half the distance between the centres 

of the eyes ; rostral broader than high. 

Back with a black network enclosing large 

reddish-brown spots. .. .. C. maculatus. 

The other members of the genus, which are not found within the Indian 
Empire, are more easily distingmshed, and De Rooij*s Key for them is quite 
sufficient. 
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Ai^xnovGii the Jammu aud Kashmir State, the world-famous summer resort- 
in India and popularly known as the ' Switzerland of Asia *, posscvsses exten¬ 
sive marshy places, inundated crop-fields and innumerable lakes and water¬ 
courses to harbour inexhaustible treastires of freshwater algse, there is, at 
jjresent, practically no record of these plants. The Department of Botany 
of the Benares Hindtt University has therefore planned to describe the algal 
flora of this most beautiful and uncxjdored part of the country in a series 
of pa])ors. The present account deals with some of the Zygnemace;x% form¬ 
ing a small portion of a large collection of algae made by Prof. Y. Bharadw&ja 
in 1931, during the months of May and June. In all nineteen forms have 
been recorded, and out of these four species, four varieties and six forms 
are new. 

Systematic Eitomkration of the Species Observed. 

Genus Zygnema Agardh. 

1. Zygnema indica sp. nov. (Eig. 1, A). 

Conjugation only scalarifonn. Zygospore formation in the conjuga¬ 
tion-canal, which becomes bulged out. Zygos])orcs e]lij>soidal, with long 
axis at right angles to the conjugating cells ; exospore thin and smooth ; 
mesospore slightly thick, smooth and blue. 

Lat. cell., 36-41 /X ; long, cell,, 66-66^; crass, zygosp., 43-46 ft; long, 
zygosp., 50-60/i. 

Habitat.—In a road-side pond, Srinagar. 

According to the key given by Czurda {Susswasser’flora Mitteleuropas, 
Heft 9, 1932, p. 99), the alga belongs to the Section * Pectihata' on account 
of the zygospores being placed in the conjugation-canal. It approaches 
Zygnema cyanosporum Cleve and Z. majus Czurda on account of the blue 
and smooth mesospore, but it differs from both these species in jiossessing 
much broader cells and ellipsoidal zygospores. It further contrasts with the 
latter sj)ecies in having thinner mesospore. 

2. Zygnema melanosporum Lagerh. Czurda, op. cit., 1932, p. 116, 

Forma dalense form. nov. (Fig. 1, B), 
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I^at. cel]., 30-32/.*; long, cell., 99/*; cras.s. zygosp., .30-31/*; Ijng. 
zygosp., 40-46/*. 

Habitat.—In Dal Lake, Srinagar. 

The alga agrees with the descrijrtion given for the ty])e, but it differs 
in possessing broader filaments and thin mesospore.* 

3. Zygnema sphcerica sp. nov. (Fig. 1, C). 

Conjugation scalariform. Zygospore formation in the gametangia; 
fructifying cells not swollen. Zygospores spherical or almost spherical. 
Exospore thin and smooth ; mesospore thin, smooth and blue. 

Lat. cell., 26/*; long, cell., .^S-.'iO/i; crass, zj'gos])., 28-32/*; long, 
zygosp., 29-33/* . 

Habitat.—In a side-way pond, Shalimar Bagh, Srinagar. 

The alga falls in the Section Leios^wrma on account of tlie zygospores 
being placed in the gametangia. It comes close to Zygmma melanosporum 
Lagerheim on account of the thickness of the filaments, the mesosi)ore being 
smooth and blue, and the fructifying cells being unswollen. But it differs 
remarkably in possessing spherical zygospores with thin mesospore.* 

Forma. 

Lat. cell., 30-33/*; long, cell., 50-53/*; crass, zygos])., 30-31/*; long, 
zygosp., 30-32 /*. 

Habitat.—At the bottom of a pool, Ramsu. 

The form differs from the type on account of broader filaments. 

h'orma longiarticulata form. nov. 

Lat. cell., 31/*; long, cell., 70/*; crass, zygosp., .30-33/*. 

Habitat.—In a road-side pond, Srinagar. 

This form is characterised by much longer cells. 

Forma crassa form. nov. 

Lat. cell., 36-40/*; long, cell., 53/* ; crass, zygosp., 36/x ; long, zygosp., 
40/1. 

Habitat. ■—In a road-side pond, Srinagar. 

This form differs from the type on account of much broader cells and 
bigger zygospores. 

* The mesospore of the sygospore in the Kashmir alga is smooth as has been described 
for Zygnetna melanosporum Lagerheim by Czurda lop, cif., 1932, p. 116). Transeau and his 
collaborators (Transeau, Tiffany, Taft and Li, “New species of Zygnematacse,” Trans. 
Micros. Soc., Vol. LIU, No. 3, 1934), however, write, on the basis of examination of the 
specimen fronr the original Legerheim collection, that the mesospore is ‘ finely punctate' 
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Fig. 1. ^—Portion of the conjugating filaments of Zygnema indica sp. nov. with zygo¬ 
spores; S—the same of Zygnema melanosporum Lagerh. forma dafente form, nov.; C—the 
same of Zygnema spharica sp. nov.; i?*-the same of Zygnema kashmirensis sp. nov*; H— 
the same of Zygnema atrocmrulenm W, ct G. S. Weet var. crassa var. nov. All X 280, 




4. Zygnema kashmirensis sp. nov. (Fig. 1, D), 

Conjugation .scalariform. Zygospore formation in the gametangia; 
fructifying cells unswollen. Zygosixires almost spherical. Exospore thin 
and smooth ; mesospore thin, smooth and brown. 

hat. cell., 43'50/1; long, cell., 43-56/t; crass, zygosp., 52-53/it. 

Habitat.—In a road-side pond, Srinagar. 

This alga comes under Section I^eiospenna, and can only be compared 
with Zygnema Idospermum de Bary on account of the spherical form of 
the zygospores and the smooth and brown mesosiwre, but it differs in 
possessing much broader cells and bigger zygospores with thin mesospore. 

6. Zygnema atrocaeruleum W. et G. S, West. Czurda, op. cit., 1932, 
p. 124. 

Var. crassa var. nov. (Fig. 1, E). 

Conjugation scalariform. Zygospore formation in the gametangia; 
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fructifying cells unswollen. Zygospores spherical to ellipsoidal; exosjjore 
thin and smooth; mesospore thin, smooth and blue, 

Lat. cell., 39-40;x; long, cell., 69-66/*; crass, zygosp., 40-50/i; long, 
zygosp., 63-66/1. 

Habitat.—In a road-side pond, Srinagar. 

The alga agrees with the type in the scalariform conjugation, the 
formation of spherical zygospores, in the swollen gametangia and in the 
presence of smooth and blue mesosjK)re but differs from the same in having 
broader filaments and bigger zygospores that are also sometimes elliirsoidal. 

Genus Spirogyra I,ink. 

6. Spirogyra Spreeiana Rabenhorst. Czurda, op. cii., 1932, Fig. 147, 

ly.at. cell., 20/*; long, cell., 1.32-lKl/i; crass, zygosp., 40-41/*; long. 

zygosp., 73-76/*. 

Habitat.—In a rain-water pond, Matton. 

Var. kashmi.'ensis var. nov. (Fig. 2, A and b). 

Vegetative cells .6-6 times as long as broad; end-walls replicate; 
chloroplast single. Conjugation lateral; fructifying cells swollen. Zygo¬ 
spores ellipsoidal; exosix)re thin, .smooth and colourless ; mesospore thin, 
smooth and yellow; endospore indistinct. 

Lat. cell., 13-16/*; long, cell., 66-69/*; crass, zygosp., 26-.33/t; long, 
zygosp., 50-73/*. 

Habitat.—In a side-way pond, Shalimar Bagh, Srinagar. 

The variety agrees with the type in the possession of replicate rvalls, 
single chloroplast, swollen fructifying cells and ellipsoidal zygospores, but 
differs in the conjugation being always lateral, narrower cells and thin 
mesospore. 

7. Spirogyra velaia Nordstedt, Ci^urda, op. cit., 1932, Fig. 166 (Fig. 2, C). 

l<at. cell., 30-36/* ; long, cell., 116-120/* ; crass. zygo.sp.. 33-36/* ; long. 

zygosp., 50-69/*. 

Habitat.—In Dal Lake, .Srinagar. 

8. Spirogyra subsalsa KUtzing. Czurda, op. cit., 1932, p. 167, Fig. 171. 
Forma (Pig. 2, D). 

Lat cell,, 25-83/*; long, cell., 73-132/*; crass, zygosp., 26-33/*; long, 
zygosp,, 36-46/*. 

Habitat.—In a road-side pond, Ramsu. 

The form differs from the type in having always one chloroplast and 
slightly bigger zygospores with a thin mesosix>re. 
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9. Spirogyra parvula (Trans.) Czurda. Cziirda, op. cit., 1932, Fig. 174. 
I/at. cell., 23-2.')/x; long, cell., 162-172/*; crass, zygosp., 30-33/*; 
long, zygosp., 43-52 /*. 

Habitat. -In a tank at Uday I/odge, Srinagar, the residence of the late 
Rai Bahadur Pandit Uday Chand, m.a. 





Fic. 2. A and 5-Portion of the conjugating filaments of Spirogyra Sgreeiana 
Kabenhorst var. kasimirensis var. nov. with zygospores; C-the saipe of Spirogyra velata 
Nordstedt; O-thcsameof S/>iro«fyrosiibjo/fa Ktttzing forma; E—the same of Spirogyra 
rfreimmo (Mull.) Czurda forma longispora iorm. nov.; E-the same of Spirogyra lacustris 
Czurda forma. All X 280. 

10. Spirogyra deximina (Mull.) Czurda. Czurda, op. cit., 1932, Fig. 181. 
Forma longispora form. nov. (Fig. 2, £). 
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Lat. cell., 30-36/i ; long, cell., 89-231^; crass, zj'gosp., 33-43/x; long, 
zygosp., 69-82/i. 

Habitat.—In a pond 22 miles off Srinagar towards Anantnag. 

The form differs from the type in the slightly broader filaments, shorter 
conjugation-canals and longer zygospores without any rib-line. 

11. Spirogyra lacustris Czurda. Czurda, op. cit., 1932, Fig. 182. 

Forma (Fig. 2, F). 

hat. cell., 42-48/oi; long, cell., 142-181 ju ; crass, zygosp., 45-50/*; 
long, zygosp., 79-82/*. 

Habitat.—In a rain-water pond, Matton. 

The form differs from the type on account of the broader filaments and 
the absence of any rib-line on the zygospores which may occasionally be 
spherical. 

Forma tenuis form. nov. 

hat. cell., 33-37/*; long, cell., 147 /* ; crass, zygosp.. 3(t-33/* ; long, 
zygosp., 50-66/*. 

Habitat.—In a pond at Achhabal. 

The form differs from the type on account of narrower cells ami smaller 
zygospores without any rib-line. 

12. Spirogyra Czurda sp. nov. (Fig. 3, li and C). 

Vegetative cells cylindrical, five times as long as broad; end-walls 
plane; chloroplast single. Conjitgation scalariform; fructifying cells not 
swollen. Zygospores spherical; exospore thin, smooth and colourless; 
mesospore brown, thick, lamellate with broad scrobiculations ; endospore 
indistinct. 

hat. cell., 26-28/*; long, cell., 148-160/*; crass, zygos])., 33-34 /*. 

Habitat.—In a pond, Matton. 

The presence of many-layered and a scrobiculated mesospore is a unique 
feature in this alga. It can be compared with Spirogyra dadalea hagerheim 
and Spirogyra esihonica fikuja on account of the plane end-walls, scalariform 
conjugation and the thick and sculptmed mesospore. It, however, differs 
from l)oth these species in having narrower filaments and miich smaller 
spherical zygospores provided with a .stratified and scrobiculated mesospore. 
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Fic. 3. /J—Conjugating fitaments of Spirogyra ternafa RIpart var. sphaerica var. nov.; 
B—Conjugating filaments and C—surface view of the mesospore of the aygospore of 
Spirogyra Csurdce sp. nov.; £>—conjugating filaments and B—surface view of the 
mesospore of the zygospore of Spirogyra Malmeana Him var. mohoHse var. nov. A, B 
and B X 280; C and B x 575. 

13. Spirogyra termta Ripart. Cziirda, op. cit., 1932, Fig. 197. 

Var. spheerica var. nov. (Fig. 3, .4). 

Vegetative cells cylindrical, twice as long as broad; end-walls plane; 
chloroplasts 3-4 (usually 4). Conjugation scalariform; fructifying cells 
swollen. Zygospores spherical. Exospore thin, smooth and colourless; 
mesospore thick, smooth and bluish; cndospore indistinct. 

I^at. cell., 60-63ft; long, cell, 82-142ft; crass, zygosp., 69-63f*. 

Habitat.—In a road-side pond, Srinagar. 
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The alga agrees with the ty[ye in the thickness of the filaments and the 
thick niesosi>ore besides having scalariform conj ligation and swollen fructi¬ 
fying cells, but it diffeis in the chloroplasts being normally four, in the 
zygospores being always spherical and not ellipsoidal. 

14. Spirogyra Malmeam Him. Czurda, op. cit., 1932, lug. 216. 

Var. mattonse var. nov, (Fig. 3, D and E). 

Vegetative cells cylindrical, 3-4 times as long as broad ; end-walls jilane; 
chloroplasts two. Conjugation scalariform; fructifying cells unswollen. 
ZygosiK>res ellipsoidal; exos|x)re thin, smooth and colourless; mesospore 
thick, yellowish-brown and reticulately sculptured ; endosporc indistinct. 

Lat. cell., 79-81^; long, cell., 224-264/x; crass, zygosp., 46/x; long, 
zygosp,, 69-71/ut. 

Habitat.—In a pond at Mattoii. 

The variety agrees with the type in the thickness of the filaments, 
scalariform conjugation, unswollen fructifying cells and ellipsoidal Z3’^go- 
spores with a thick and yellowish-brown reticulately sculptured mesosjiore 
but differs in the cells having two chlorojdasts and smaller zygospores with 
a more regular sculpture on the mesosi^ore. 

In conclusion, the writer wi.shes to exi)ress his great indebtedness to 
Professor Y. Bh&radw&ja, for his kind guidance and criticism throughout 
the course of this investigation. 


« the Bencalpre P»om, Beaistofv City, hy G. SrluWaftA Rtto. Sui>«rlDteiid«iit, 
end Pttbllihed by The ladles Acedemy trf Sdeacee. Beatelore. 
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Introduction, 

Many specimens of Calotcs have been during years examined by the senior 
author of this paper, without being able to detect in their blood any parasite 
at all, 

The present lixard was caught by my i)Upil C. C. Meyrelles at Nova G6a 
and in its blood smears, stained by beishrnann's stain and by May-Grunwald- 
Giemsa, a parasite was seen whose further study was completed through 
iron-ha?matoxylin coloration and sections of liver, lungs and intestine. 

In the description of this parasite we will record pari passu our findings, 
almost chronologically, in order to deduce logically tlie conclusions to which 
we have arrived, trying then in a final discussion to classify the genus and 
the species of the parasite. 

Morphology of the parasite in peripheral blood smears stained at Romanoiosky, 
—In smears of j)cripheral blood stained at Romanowsky (Teishmann's stain, 
May-Grunwald-Giemsa) the parasite has the appearance of a Lankesterella : 
the same minute size compared with the size of the red corpuscles, the same 
elongated, rather fusiform aspect, very seldom roundish or oval. The infection 
is rather heavy ; but the parasite has no visible inllnence on the red cell, 
which is not hypertrophied, neither has its nucleus displaced to the periphery. 
The parasite has a strong membrane, reddish violet, this coloration being 
deeper with May-Grtinwald-Giemsa. The membrane is not uniform : in 
some i>laces it has some violet reddish dots, in other places some fibres running 
irregularly from one border to the other, often the whole substance tinges 
in a more or less deep rose tone more i)ronounced in some parts of the body, 
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which otherwise is unstained and appears as a white interruption in the 
hffimoglobinic mass of the red cell. Among the contents of its protoplasm, 
there are three zones stained in light blue which will be described now. One 
central zone, often large and occupjdng the whole breadth of the parasite, 
often reduced to a point. At a little distance, another, very regular, oval 
body, stained in the same light blue and surrounded by a clear halo, sug¬ 
gesting the idea of a membrane. The situation of this body varies greatly, 
being sometimes entirely polar, sometimes very close to the central zone. 
Finally, on the opposite pole we find a light bine zone, which begins at the 
extremity of the pole and is lost in the protoplasm to a certain distance, but 
does not show any definite outline. This zone may sometimes miss. 

In our coloured plate [PI. VI (Fig. 1)] the different aspects of the parasite 
are shown. VVe were not able to interpret in Romanowsky-stained smears 
the structure of the parasite but we did it subsequently by other methods. 

Blood smears stained by iron-hetmaloxylin of Heidenhain .—A special 
precaution must be taken here in differentiating the hsematoxylin, as the 
parasite discolours very rapidly. The best differentiation was with chlohydric 
alcohol at 1/4 per cent, acting during some seconds only. The solution of 
alun as differentiator did not give good results. The protoplasm was some¬ 
times stained with eosin or light green, which were specially useful for studying 
the nuclear ccntriole. 

The parasite now is seen under a very uniform and monomorphic appear¬ 
ance ; a strong membrane limiting an unstained body where three definite 
organelles are noticed : {a) a central one, strongly siderophyl, occupying or 
not the whole breadth of the parasite and which we interpret as nucleus ; 
(6) another roundish Vjody attached to or to a certain distance from the nucleus, 
staining more lightly and showing seldom a minute, more siderophyl granule, 
from which i)resumably it is a dependence. We will call it paranuclear body 
(Fig. 2, pn .); (c) on the pole opposite to the paranuclear body there is also 
a slightly siderophyl zone, more or less irregular, covering as a cap the same 
pole and extending to a certain distance in the body. We will name it polar 
capsule (Fig. 2, c.p.). 

We have said that all the parasites in the red cells show a strong mem¬ 
brane. Very rarely, however, some parasites were seen which did not show 
this membrane, and were rather constituted by some amount of protoplasm 
without any trace of periplast; the signification of these forms will be dis¬ 
cussed later on. 

Tet us, for the present, describe the forms provided with this strong 
membrane. Its constitution is granulo fibrillar, with fi^jrils and dots 
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Fig. 2.—Structure of gametocytes. 


irregularly interwoven and our Fig. W (Fig. 2) gives an idea of the structure 
of the wall of this membrane. 

The forms provided with this strong membrane have been interpreted 
by us as gametocyies and they can be differentiated into males and females 
according to the .structure of the nucleus : in males the nucleus is compact, 
whatever be its form, oval or <]uadrangular. Whatever be the degree of 
differentiation, one can never distinguish in the endosome any special granule. 
Entirely different is the constitution of the female nucleus : a definite centriole 
is seen in it.5 niidldle, reduced sometimes to a minute granule, sometimes a 
little larger. The situation of the nucleus is always central in male gameto- 
cytes, often polar in female ones. 

Studies of the parasite in the sections of liver and lungs. —The sections 
were stained by Oiemsa, Hsemalun of Mayer, and iron-Heematoxylin of 
Heidenhain. Their study can be divided into two parts.— 

I—^parasites seen in the red cells of the capillaries. 

II—parasites seen in the endothelial cells. 

In the red cells. —Moreover, some gametocytes of the same type as that 
on peripheral blood, a large projiortion of parasites are found without the 
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strong membrane which characterises the former. They were also rarely 
detected, as we have said above, in the pcri]>hcral blood* but their ])ro- 
portion in capillary circnlatioii is very large. Their constitution is 
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otherwise identical : central nucleus, but with no distinct ceiitriole, para-^ 
nuclear body and polar ca])sulc. 

These forms have been interpreted by us as schtzonis and they undergo 
in the interior of the red cell a process of binary division ending in the forma¬ 
tion of a cyst containing fom large gregar ini form merozoiles. vSome figures 
suggest that the juocess of the nuclear division Is a kind of rudimentary 
mitosis. The paranuclear body suffers a binary division and it seems that 
this division is prior to that of the nucleus ; but we have not enough evidence 
for definitely stating this point. 

The parasite becomes roundish or oval and shows in the interior of the 
erythrocyte four merozoites, provided with nucleus and paranuclear body. 
The situation of the paranuclear body varies to a great extent: often it is 
situated in the concavity of the nuclear endosome which is curved as comma. 

This cyst, which we will name macrocyst, becomes free : its whole 
contents are not spent for the formation of the gregariniform merozoites which 



Blood Parasite of C. versicolar Baud. Subspecies Major Blyth 123 


finally become also free and invade now the endothelial cells. In these 
parasites the polar capsule is not always seen distinctly. 

In the endothelial cells. —The endothelial cells of the lungs but specially 
those of the liver are now infected. The gregarini/orm merozoite occupies 
the protoplasm and generally shows a polar capsule. One cell may be infected 
by more than one parasite. 

The nucleus of the parasite undergoes a process of division ending into 
the formation of a cyst containing eight leishmaniform merozoites. The cyst 
may become free or rupture in the interior of the endothelial cell (Fig. 4, a). 



Fig. 4.— Endothelial Schizogony. 

The parasites formed in this way are sometimes fusiform, sometimes 
oval. Will it constitute a signal of primary differentiation of some kind ? We 
are unable to say. Anyhow their structure is leishmaniform : macronucleus 
and micronucleus, this one probably representing the paranuclear body, 
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but not showing a less siderophyl tinctorial reaction as in the schizonts prove* 
nient of the endoglobular schizogony. It is quite possible that in such minute 
forms the paranuclear body is reduced to the siderophyl granule which we 
often find attached to the paranuclear mass referred to in describing the 
gametocytes. 

What is the ulterior evolution of these leishmaniform merozoites ?—They 
invade both red cells as endothelial cells. In the former they grow up and 
tmdergo a process of binary division. 

In the endothelial cells, they grow up and become again microcysts. 

Is there any differentiation between these IcLshmaniform bodies which 
invade both these cells ? Indeed in red cells they assume a gregariniform, 
sausage-Hke appearance and in endothelial cells a more oval form. But 
the most accurate examination of the leishmaniform bodies could not show 
any noticeable difference and in the interior of many microcysts the merozoites 
assume either an oval or fusiform shape, indifferently. 

Another point deserves attention: in all mature microcysts we have 
counted eight merozoites, which seems to emerge from repeated binary 
division. Is it possible that this number is sometimes reduced to only two ? 
Fig. 4, b and c suggest the viability of such hypothesis, but we w^ere unable 
to find on this point a definite evidence. 



Fig, St^Dia^gram of the Fvolutfve Cycle of Karyoiysus jorgei^ n,sp. 
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Summarising. —The summary of our work on the schizogonic cycle 
of this parasite is schematised in Fig. 5, and may be resumed as follows : 

1. In the capillary circulation occurs the endoglobular cycle: a mero- 
zoite invades the cell, grows up and after repeated binary division gives a 
macrocyst which becomes free and liberates four gregariniform merozoites. 

2. These merozoites invade the endothelial cells of the lungs and liver 
and growing up produce microcysts containing eight leishmaniform mero¬ 
zoites, These microcysts liberate the merozoites or in the tissular interstices 
or in the protoplasm of the endothelial cell itself. This second schizogonic 
cycle is called by us the endothelial cycle. 

3. The leishmaniform merozoites may invade either the red cells where 
they undergo further binary division or the endothelial cells where they 
become again niicrocysts. 

4. In peripheral blood the red cells harbour male and female gaineto- 
C 3 ^es, these ones possessing a definite centriole. 

6, It is not known from what forms derive the gametocytes neither 
whether the leishmaniform merozoites show some differences according to 
the cells which they invade : red cells or endothelial cells, 

6. Sporogony unknown : and hence the sporozoite phase as well as the 
initial stage of cell invasion through sporozoites unknown. 

Classification of the Parasite, 

A, Generic classification, —The unpigmented hematozoa inhabiting the 
blood cells, specially the erythrocytes, have been classified grosso niodo as 
Hcemogregarines, Discovered by Chaussat in 1850 {Anguilula minima^ 
Lankesterella minima) in Rana esculenta and believed by him to be a stage 
in the life-cycle of a nematode, they were seen in 1891 by Ray Dankester, who 
thought they belonged to the life-cycle of a trypansome [T. [undulina) rota- 
tofium]. The name Hamogregarina is first employed by Danilewsky in 
1885 for the parasite found in the blood of tortoises and lizards. Neveu- 
lyemaire raises the name to the rank of a family which he designates as HcemO’- 
gregarinidw (1901) (syn. Hcemosporidea Dabb^, 1891), Hcemosporea M.inchiii 
(1903), lyabbe classifies them according to the length of the parasite in rela¬ 
tion to that of the blood cell and on these grounds the three following genera 
are defined : 

(a) Drepanidium —very small size, the full grown-up vermicule being 
not more than two-thirds of the length of the erythrocyte, 

(5) Karyolysus —parasite of about the same length as the blood cell or 
sightly shorter. The name of the genus is derived from the action 
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of the parasite on the nucleus which is often broken up and karyo- 
lysed though not invariably. 

{c) Danilcwskya —parasite exceeding the host cell in length and bent 
u])on itself. 

The term Drepanidittm, preoccttpied by an Heterokaryota, was altered 
for Lankesterella, the word Danilewskya was also altered by Danilewsky 
in 1897 to Hcemogrcgarina (1885) {Sensu striciti). 

With these alterations, the following genera are recorded. 

Lankesterella Tabbe, 1899 (syn. Drepanidimn Labb^) Sp. typ. L. minima 
(Chaussat, 1850) par. of Rana escnlenia T. 

'Karyolysus Tabbed, 1814 vSp. typ. K. lacertanim (Danilewsky, 1886) par, of 
Lacerta muralis (Daur.). 

Heemogrcgarina s. str., Danilewsky, 1885 Sp. typ. H. siepanowi 
(Danilewsky, 1889) par. of Emys orbicularis I^. 

Soon Sambon, Miss Robertson and many others describe numerous 
species which do not agree fully with the three types above projjosed. 
Reichenow describes in 1910 the life-cycle of Hamogregarina siepanowi and 
every one recognises now that a rational arrangement cannot be proposed 
until the life-histories of some of these parasites are fully known. Miss 
Robertson confirms to a certain extent the statements of Reichenow with 
her researches on H, nicorice (Cast, and Willey, 1904) par. of Nicoria Irijuga 
Schweig. Meanwhile, new parasites are discovered and the names Hepato- 
zoon, Leucocytogregarina, Toxoplasma fill the protozoological literature. 

As a provisional groupment the suggestion of Laveran is universally 
adopted : distinguish only one genus Htemogregarina Danilewsky, 1885, the 
various species being arranged according to the genera, classes and order 
of the hosts. And so, in the protozoological books we see now the different 
species arranged into 4 groups : (i) Haemogregarinida of Mammals ; (ii) H. of 
Reptiles ; (iii) H. of Amphibia ; (iv) H. of fishes. 

The researches of Noller (1912-20) show that in the schizogonic cycle 
of Lankesterella minima the rosace-like endoglobular corpuscle giving mero- 
zoites, formerly believed by various authors as a stage oiLankesterella, belongs 
to Dactylosoma ranarum, another parasite commonly found in the blood of 
frogs. He describes also the sporogony of L. minima as belonging to a typical 
Eime7na. Reichenow, in 1919, individualises among these Hmmogregarinids 
of red cells his genus Schellackia (sp. typ, S. bolivari Ktichmow, 1919 par* 
of Acanthodactylus vulgaris and Psamodromus hispanicus), another Heemo- 
gregarine of Eimeria-tyiye whose schizogony and sporogony occur in the 
intestinal wall 
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Many of these researches need further confirmation not only for defini¬ 
tively stating the cycles already described, but specially because we are con¬ 
vinced that some of the schemes now commonly inserted in general proto¬ 
zoologic books as typical life-^cycles of such and such genus, however, giving 
a general sketch of the evolution of some of these parasites, constitute rather 
a specific than a generic character. So, for example, the haemogregarines 
of the Indian tortoise which we have described^ do not show in their schizo- 
gonic cycle the stages assigned by Reichenow to H. siepanowi. Indeed^ 
if the life-history of all haemogregarines was known, it would be possible 
to groitp them according to a more natural classification * btit, as it is rightly 
pointed out by Wenyon® “in the great majority of cases only the blood 
forms have been described and as it is not certain whether these are gameto- 
cytes, sporozoites or schizonts, it is impossible to determine the genera to 
which they belong 

For the present time and considering the research already carried on, 
the following provisional grouping can be arranged : 

I, Macro- and micro-gametocytes Schizogony and sporogony in the 

of type Eimeria : onl}" sporozoites endothelial cells of the blood vessels, 
occur in red cells and are trans- The rupture of the oocysts gives 
mitted by the invertebrate mechani- sporozoites which invade the red 

cally and without undergoing further cells. 

development in the invertebrates gen. Lankesierella, 

body. 

Schizogony and sporogony in the 
intestinal wall. The rupture of the 
oocysts gives sporozoites which in¬ 
vade the red cells. 

gen. Schellackia. 

—In the protozoology of Doflein* both these genera are described 
as belonging to the family Eimeridm. In the book of Wenyon® the order 
Coccidiida, sub-order Eimeriidea has among others the family Lankesierellidw 
Reichenow, 1921 (sporozoites in red blood vessel) and comprises two sub¬ 
families Schellackiince with a single genus Schellackia and LankestcrelliniB 
with also a single genus Lankesterella. 

II. Macro- and micro-gametocytes Schizogony in red blood corpuscles 

of the Adelea type, taken by an where gametocytes are also formed, 
invertebrate in whose body occurs In invertebrate host (leech) the 

the sporogonic cycle ending into oocyst contains free sporozoites, 

the formation of the oocyst which gen. H^mogregarina. 
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contains siwrozoites. These are 

conveyed to the vertebrate through Schizogony in internal organs, 
the active agency of the inverte- usually in the endothelial cells of 
brate, the blood vessels. Gametocytes 

In blood the infected cells are either in red or white cells, 

either red or white cells and they Sporogony in the invertebrate (tick, 

may contain either gametocytes or mite, louse) giving oocyst contain- 

schizonts. ing a number of sporocysts each 

of which contains the sporozoites, 
gen. Hepatozoon. 

Schizogony in the endothelial cells. 
Gametocytes in the red cells. 
Sporogony in invertebrate (mite) 
giving oocyst with sporoblasts. 
These escape from the oocyst as 
motile vermicules (sporokinetes) and 
enter the egg in which they become 
sporocysts within which sporozoites 
are developed. These enter the 
intestinal epithelium of the verte¬ 
brate through the ingestion of the 
fseces of the nymph or of the nymph 
itself, pass to the blood vessels and 
penetrate the endothelial cells where 
occurs the schizogony. 

gen. Karyolysus. 

Leaving apart the so-called Toxoplasnta whose actual position has been 
discussed by us in another paper* we see that in the above grouping a 
capital importance is given to the syngamic phenomena of these parasites, 
constituting their sporogonic cycle. Or in those of the Adelea type the sporo¬ 
gony occurs invariably in an invertebrate and every one knows how difficult 
it is to find out the real vector which is often discovered by a mere chance. 
Does it mean that without these elements it is impossible to classify such 
parasites ? Of course, not! In our case, for example, the lizard did not show 
any ectoparasite at all, and so we must try the classification of our hsemogre- 
garinid only with the elements already collected. 

Despite the form and size of the majority of our parasites being in agree¬ 
ment with the old characterisation of Lankesterella, our type does not belong 
to this genus, as no sporogonic stage has been found in the endothelial cells. 
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Moreover, in the peripheric blood there is every evidence that the bodies 
inside the red cells show sexual dimorphism and must be classified as 
gametocytes. In order to render uncontestable the differential diagnosis 
of our parasite with Lankesterella, we will resume the cycle of this genus, 
supposing that the statements of Noller are correct and confirmed ; according 
to this author the vermicides of L. minima (Chaussat) found in red cells are 
sporozoites and do not undergo here further development (it is definitively 
stated now that the rosettes described in the red cells as stages of multiplica¬ 
tion of L. minima are in reality schizogonic stages of Dactylosoma ranarum). 
The sporozoites sucked by the leech Hemiclepsis marginata with the frog's 
blood enter the epithelial cells of the gut or wander about the tissues without 
further development. The frog eventually eats the leech and so the sporo¬ 
zoites gain entrance to the intestine of another frog. (iV.B.—Wenyon states : 

in some way not properly understood they gain entrance to another frog 
But in Doflein's Protozoology it is clearly written in page 371 : "'Die-Rolle 
des Uebertr^gers spielt bei Lankesterella der Russelegel Hemiclepsis marginata, 
der beim Blutsaugen die Sporozoitem aufnimmt und der sie dadurch, das er 
selbst gefressen wird in den PVoschdarm gelangen lasstNow begins 
the schizogony in tlie endothelial cells of the capillaries first of the intestine, 
later on in different internal organs such as spleen, liver, lung, bone-marrow. 
The Sporozoite becomes rounded, commences to grow into a schizont and 
produces a large number of merozoites, w^hich escape into the blood and infect 
other endothelial cells. The gamogenesis occurs also in the endothelial 
cells of the capillaries, specially in pancreas, mesenterium and kidney : 
merozoites of a special kind develop into macro- and micro-gametocytes. 
These produce a large number of microgametes and the fertilisation of macro¬ 
gamete, producing, specially in liver and spleen, oocysts containing numerous 
(32 or more) sporozoites, which by the rupture of the oocyst escape into the 
blood and enter red blood corpuscles. 

The endoglobular schizogony observed in the internal organs circulation 
and the characters of sexuality of the endoglobular parasites seen in the peri¬ 
pheral blood, do not allow to classify our parasite in the genus Lankesterella. 

The same arguments can be applied for differentiating our parasite 
from the genus Schellackia, Created by Reichenow in 1919 for the sp. 
Sch, bolivari, par. of Acanthodactylus vulgaris and Psammodromus hispanicus, 
its schizogonic cycle, with the production of ten to sixteen merozoites, takes 
place in the intestinal epithelium of the mid-gut. In the same place some 
of these merozoites develop into gamonts. The microgametocytes produce 
a large number of biflagellate microgametes. The macrogametocytes wander 
through the epithelial cells and develop in the sub-epithelial connective tissue. 
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where the fertilisation occurs and the oocyst is formed. This oocyst contains 
eight sporozoites, devoid of membrane and as it cannot pass to the faeces, 
as it occurs in a typical intestinal coccidium, ruptures in the connective 
tissue and the sporozoites, now free, enter the blood stream and jxmetrate 
into the blood cells (red cells in A. vulgaris, lymphocytes in P. hispanicus) 
where they appear as hsemogregarines. The blood is now sucked up by 
the lizard mite Liponyssus saurarum, whose epithelial cells engulf the infected 
red cells, digest them, liberate the sporozoites which are now collected in 
these mite cells, increase a little in size but do not undergo any further develop¬ 
ment. The mite is eaten by the lizard and the sporozoites now free in the 
lizard gut infect the ei)ithelial cells and recommence the schizogonic cycle. 

Our work could not be complete without the study of the intestine 
sections of our lizard. They were done to observe the evolution of our para¬ 
site in the intestine not only for differentiating it from the genus Schellackia but 
specially because we are convinced that in the schizogonic cycle of this large 
grouj) of parasites commonly designed as Hcemogregarina there are many 
modalities, often peculiar to every species, which cannot be framed according 
to the few schemes given by the authors and commonly quoted in general 
pjrotozoological books. 

No evidence of gametes and gamogony of the Fm^m-type was found 
in the intestinal cells of our lizard. Some of the intestinal cells, however, 
seemed to harbour, rarely, the same micromerozoites and microcysts as 
in hepatic cells. So our parasite cannot belong to the genus Schellackia 
as defined by Reichenow. 

It is very difficult to make an uncontestable differentiation of our para¬ 
site from the genus Hepaiozoon, as this genus has one of its most important 
characteristics in the constitution of ooc5^sts, which develop in the inverte¬ 
brate host and possess numerous sporocysts, each of them containing sporo¬ 
zoites. We believe, however, that we are not dealing wdth a Hepatozoan on 
the following grounds : (a) no Hepatozoon has yet been described among the 
I^acertilia, These parasites are harboured specially by mammals, exce])ting 
perhaps the Hepatozoon adiei studied by Hoare in an Indian unidentified 
eagle, the Leucocyiogregarina amadince studied by Fantham in the weaver 
finch Amadina crythrocephala and some of the Hsemogregarines described 
by Aragao in Brazilian birds, which classified by Nailer as Taxoplasmids, 
are supposed by Wenyon to be of the same nature as the Hepatozoon adiei 
of Hoare, a point on which the senior author of this paper has already ex¬ 
pressed his doubts*; {b) the leucocytes of our lizard were not seen harbouring 
the parasite as it happens with almost all Hepatozoon of mammals, excepting 
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in H. gerbilli Cristophers, par. of Gerbillus indicus and in some forms of rnarsu- 
pialia which occur in the red cells and whose classification whether pure 
Hcemogregarines or Hepatozoa is rather doubtful. 

So it is between Hcemogregarina sens, strict and Karyolysus that we must 
classify our ])arasite. 

In the genus Hmnogregarina s. sir. no iiitra-enclothelial stage has ever 
been found. Reichenew and Robertson who have given the ^^chemes of the 
evolutive cycles of H. stepanowi and H. ntcorice describe macro- and micro- 
merozoites occurring only in blood red cells either in the peripheric or internal 
organs circulation. In the studies of the ha?mogregarines of the Indian 
tortoises we have not seen also any endothelial stage. Therefore, despite 
one part of the schizogonic cycle occurring in the red cells of internal organs 
circulation, the existence of an endothelial cycle keeps our ])arasite away 
from the genus Hcumogreganna type stepanowi. It is much more alike to 
to the genus Karyolysus, between which and the latter it constitutes a kind 
of transitional form. 

The genus Karyolysus {Caryolysus) I<abb6 owes its name to the fact 
that the nucleus of the host cell is karyolysed and oftcti fragmented but this 
action pointed out by T^abbd as characteristic of the-genus cannot be regarded 
as of generic value (Wenyoii,* pag. 1095). In Doflein® (pag. 919) it is stated 
that there is always some action on the nucleus of the host cell, variable 
in form and degree: lysis, fragmentation, deformation or displacement. 
Reichenow® (pag. 610) says, referring to some karyolysing hsemogregarines : 
'*Wenn auch die Wirkung des Parasites auf die Wirt.szelle kein s 3 "stematisches 
Merkmal ist, so ist es doch moglicli, dass in diesenahnlichen Wirkung 
eine Verwandschaft der betreffenden Haniogregarinen Zum Ausdruck 
kommt.'' 

Indeed the lack of karyolitic action of our parasite together with the 
endoglobular schizogony leading to the formation of macromerozoites makes 
it a remarkable transitional form betw^een Hcemogregarina and Karyolysus. 

The life-history of the type species, K. lacertarum (Danilewsky, 1886), 
has been fully described by Reichenow. Schizogonic stages in capillaries 
of intestinal organs and more restrictly in the endothelial cells, where the 
schizont is surrounded by a membrane. Schizogony by repeated nuclear 
divisions. In all the stages, moreover the nucleus, there is a binnenkorper 
which stains less deeply and suffers also the division by dumb-bell constric¬ 
tion. Eight to thirty merozoites whose size and details of structure vary 
considerably in different cysts and which escaping into the blood stream 
invade other endothelial cells and repeat the schizogony. After schizogony 
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has been repeated a number of times, the schizonts from which the gameto- 
cytes derive, give rise to a large number of merozoites (unterscheidensich 
von den anderen dadurch, das bei gleicher Zellgrosse Zalreichere Merozoitem 
in ihnen gebildet werden) (Doflein,® pag. 916), These merozoites are with¬ 
out binnenkoiper and invade the erythrocytes where they are surrounded 
by a fairly tough membrane, and in such encapsulated stage have the nucleus 
in polar position (in den eingekapselten Parasiten puckt der Kem an das 
End Zell. Doflein,® ibid.). The female gametocyte shows again a binnen- 
korper located in the i)Ole ; the male one not, but in this too in the intestine 
of Liponyssus saumrmn “ auch ein kleiner binnenkorper uachweisbar ist ” 
(Doflein,® pag. 918). One does not understand really from what source 
does this binnenkorper in males raise: it seems more logical to admit that 
during the endoglobular stage it is very minute, rather virtual and such 
differential structure between male and female gamonts constitute a specific 
rather than a generic character. 

The dimorphism of the merozoites has been observed by many authors 
and the names of macro- and wtcro-merozoites often employed. I.abb^ himself, 
who found the cysts sjjecially in the spleen, described in K. lacertarum two 
kinds of schizonts: one with large merozoites (macromerozoites), another 
with small ones (micromerozoites). It is pointed out by Wenyon that* (pag. 
1109) “ the larger forms are probably the true merozoites which again become 
schizonts, while the small ones arc young gametocytes which enter the 
red corpuscles ".He may be right but the schizogony which Labbd describes 
in red cells does not agree with the cycle of Reichenow. Minchin (6 pag. 265) 
after having stated that " the schizont often becomes surrounded by a mem¬ 
brane, forming a so-called cytocyst writes: "In many Heemosporidia of 
cold-blooded animals there appears to be a’well-marked dimorphism in the, 
schizonts as well as in the merozoites produced by schizogony. Within the 
cytocyst the schizont may break up into smaller micromerozoites or larger 
macromerozoites. This occurs in the form Karyolysus lacertarum and also 
in the hasmogregarines infecting various snakes studied b 5 ’’ Lutz and named 
by him Drepanidium serpentium. In the latter, the two kinds of merozoites 
develop into two forms of schizonts termed by Lutz microhsemozoites and 
macrohsemozoites 

Laveran and Pettit described similar forms in the spleen and bone-marrow 
of Lacerla oceUata {Hesmogregarina curvirostris Billet) and in Hatnogregarina 
lacertm from L. viridis and L. muralis of France. Marceau has observed 
them in his K. lacertarum of L. muralis^ Wenyon in the liver of Mabuia 
quinquetceniata of Sudan [H. (? K.) gracilis]. Wenyon says: "The 
occurrence of the two forms of schizogony in the liver with- the production 
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of the micro- and macromerozoites is especially interesting as only the 
micromerozoites are met with in the peripheral blood. It would apjiear 
that the macromerozoites live only in the liver cells and there reproduce 
by schizogony, while the micromerozoites reproduce in the same manner 
and in the same situation, but also are able to attack the red blood 
corpuscles..It is possible that the forms in the blood are undiffer¬ 

entiated gametes, the end products of a special sporogony in the liver and 
that the larger forms really represent the asexual forms which continue 
multipl 3 dng in the liver by schizogony.’ The same dualism of cj’sts has 
been noted by Short* in Agama iuberculata and in two Persian lizards.* 

B. specific determination. —Trying to identify our species we will first of 
all sketch an historical review of what is known under the designation Karyo- 
lysus lacertarum whose meaning has varied according to the authors. A paper 
of P$in 9 a’’ has been for us of a great value for this purpose, specially because 
he quotes ipsis verbis some words of former authors whose memoirs are not 
available in libraries in India. 

Labb6, studjdng the blood of Lacerta muralis, L. agilis and L. ocellata 
of France, classifies all the parasites of the.se lizards in two genera: (a) Karyo- 
lysus lacertarum par. of all those three species ; (6) Danilewskya lacazwi pars, 
of L. agilis and L. muralis (1894, Labb^, A., Recherches zoologiques et biologiques 
sur les parasites endoglobulaires du sang des vertebras. These de la Fac. de. 
Sciences de Paris). He identifies K. lacertarum with Hcemogregarina lacer¬ 
tarum described by Danilewsky and Chalacknikow in L. agilis and L. viridis 
■ of Karkow (1886, Danilewsky, B., Recherches sur la parasitologie du sang III. 
Les himatozoaires des lizards. Archives slaves de Biologie). Or such an 
identification is very doubtful, as Danilewsky described under the name 
Hcemogregarina lacertarum at least two species which he designed under the 
names Heemocytozoon a and c. The simultaneous presence in the blood of 
those lizards, and the existence of another so-called intermediate form {form b) 
which, designed by Danilewsky as Drepanidium lacertarum, is considered 
by Fran 9 a as a young stage of one of these hsemogregarines, led the Russian 
author to include both these Hamocytozoon a and c under one single species. 
And from these statements derived the greatest confusion which continued 
later on. 

The work of Dabb6 increases the confusion as he assembles different 
Hsematozoa of 3 species of lizards under one single species, his Karyolysus 
lacertarum, despite having seen that: "les formes adultes sont elles mfemes 
assez differenpi^es. Des unes (probablement le parasite a de Danilewsky) 
sont renfltes, avec un liger recourbement d’une des deux extremit6s; les 
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autres sent cylindroides, se creusent de profondes cavitds dans le globule, 

se colorent fortemeiit.montrent un noyau souvent peu visible ; d'autres 

intermediaires sent allongees, cylindriques, fusiformes et montrent dcs granu¬ 
lations terminales dispos^es de diverses faijons/' But Labb^ concludes : 
**toute.s ces formes se rcsuinent en un m^me type : une petite Heemcgregarine 
aux formes phis lourdes et nioins effil6es que le Drefpanidium atteignant, 
mais ne d6passant pas la longueur du globule sanguin, c^est-k-dire ayant de 11 
a 14 microns 

In 1901 Marceau, following the same criterion adopted by his prede¬ 
cessors, describes a capsulated hsemogregarine in L. muralis, identifies it to 

K. lacertarum l^abbi^, but expresses some doubt on this point as he says : 
** tout cela, bien entendu, en admettant avec l^abbe qu’il n'y ait qu’une 
seule espece de parasite".^* The parasite of Marccau takes the form of 
cylindroid masses, slightly bent in arch, rarely with a pointed and curved 
extremity, 15/5-6 microns. Nucleus rarely visible, ovoid, spheric or paralle- 
lipipedic. Young free forms in liver, some of 8/2 (microsporozoites), others 
of 12/3-4 (macrosporozoites). Red cell hypertrophied, nucleus fragmented.. 

In 1907 Finkeslstein describes her K. berestenewi from the caticasic 

L. muralis : cucumber-like form, with a very long i)ointed tail describing 
often some complicated turns in the interior of the red cell which is hyper¬ 
trophied as well as its nucleus. The tailed part of the parasite is 4 to 5 times 
longer than the larger part. 

Ill 1908, Ivaveran and Pettit describe the Hsemogregarinids of L . viridis 

and L, muralis of France, identify their parasites with those found by 
Danilewsky and Chalachnikow in 1886 inL. viridis and L, agilis from Kharkow' 
and following the same criterion propose for all the forms they met with 
the name Hcemogregarina lacerice. They describe three forms which they 
consider evolutive stages of the same parasite : small forms ; middle ones, 
10/2, cylindric, roundish poles, but one of them slight!}' pointed and bent, 
nucleus sub-central nearer to the roundish pole, protoidasm light blue at 
Giemsa, red cell hypertrophied, nucleus displaced and often fragmented ; 
large forms with aspect of vermicules qui replies dans les hematies mesurent 
14-15/2-3. I^e parasite a d'ordinaire une extremite plus ^ffilee que Tautre, 
il est replie tant6t a une extremite seulement, et il s'agit alors de Textremite 
effil6e, tant6t aux deux extermit^s, autour du noyau de Thematie. Fe 
protoplasme prend une teinte violacde c|ui s'explique par la presence de 
nombreuses granulations chromatophilesRed cells hypertrophied, their 
outline granular or finely denticulated and the i)rotoplasm containing chroma- 
tophile granulations. Nucleus hypertropbied, fragmented and pften thrown 
away from the cell. 
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Franga arrives to the conclusion that excepting for the species of 
Marceau and Finkelstein which have enough characteristics for retaining their 
validity, the authors have started from a wrong idea, viz,, that a single species 
of Hsemoprotozoon is harboured by different species of hosts and so the 
so-called Karyolysus lacertarum (=== Hcemogregarina lacertte) is a designation 
including not one, but many zoological species. 

Franga having studied 80 infected specimens of L, muralis var. fusca 
from different regions of Portugal has found and well characterised various 
si:)ecies of Hwmogregarines in their blood. He gives the following synopsis 
of the parasites of L. muralis : 

I. Red cell hypertrophied. 

A, Without capsule. 

Cytoplasm generally violet; small chromatic dots in the 
poles; one of these poles large, whilst the other is 
pointed and curved. Multiplication cysts in liver, 
19,5-22,5/4,5-5,5 microns. H, nobrei Fraiiga, 

B. With capsule. 

(1) Capsule surrounding the parasite. Multiplication cysts 

in liver. 15/6-6 microns. H, spl Marceau. 

(2) Cucumber-like, the pointed extremity very long and 

describing often complicated turns. 28/5 microns 
not counting the tail. Multiplication ? H, beresinewi 
Finkelstein. 

(3) Blue cytoplasm ; large red semispheric cap covering each 

pole. Multiplication cysts in organs, specially livex. 
10,6-12/3,6-4,6 microns. H, bicapsulata'Pmn^^, 

(4) Sexual dimorphism shown by violet and blue cytoplasm 

of endoglobular forms. Capsule rose, covering the convex 
part of the parasite. Multiplication forms i.)receeded 
by conjugation. 9,5-10,5/3-3,5 microns. H, marceaui, 
Franga, 

II. Red cell not hypertrophied. 

Cytoplasm pale blue, chromatic granules. 6,2-6/3,6 microns. 

Multiplication ? H, nana Franga. 

The so-called conjugation forms described by Franga in H. marceaui 
are a kind of syzigy, where two capsulated hsemogregarines are united together 
and fused up^^ in his figs. 12, 13, 14, PI. III. From this conjtigation—^which 
does not seem to us evidently proved—should derive the macro- and 
microcysts : the ones 22-24/18-19,5 containing 13-23 sporozoites, violet 

B2 IT 
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protoplasm; the others, 16-18,5/13.6-15 containing 6-9 sporozoites, blue 
protoplasm. 

Concerning the action of these parasites on red cells we have the following : 
H, bicapsulata —red cell decolorised, full of red granules, nucleus karyolysed 
and fragmented; H. marceaui —red cell decolorised, hypertrophiated, 
nucleus hypertrophied and paler than in normal cells ; H, nanu~r\o alteration 
in the red cell; H, nobrei —red cell strongly hypertrophied, nucleus displaced, 
seldom fragmented in two parts. 

Woodcock expressed the view that all the forms occurring in the lizards 
Lacerta muralis and L. ocellaia belonged to the same species, but this statement 
does not agree with the observations of other protozoologists. Laveran and 
Pettit say: Labbe described K, lacertanm Hmnogr. lacerice) in Lacerta 
ocellaia, agilis, muralis and var. iangeiana from Algiers ; Kicolle described 
H. hiretorta (1904) in L, ocellaia var. paler from Tunis ; P'ran^a described in 
L. ocellata from Portugal H. schaudinni (1908) and H. nicollei, H, minuta 
(1909). He gives the characters of the Hsemogregarina examined by him 
in L. ocellaia var. pater horn Tunis : (a) endoglobular vermicules, 11-14/1-1,6 
microns, one pole a little narrower, nucleus central; {b) same forms a little 
larger and with rare chromophyl granulations in the i)rotoplasm ; (c) large 
forms generally capsulated, alveolar protoplasm with many chromophyl 
granules, one extremity bent. Red cell hypertrophied, are in large forms 
decolorised, their nucleus elongated and often fragmented. Cysts in bone-mar¬ 
row in one specimen and in spleen in another. They measure 18-28/12-22 and 
contain 8-16 macromerozoites or 48 or more micromerozites and are found 
always in capillaries and never ” sur les frottis (foie, rate poumon) ni dans 
les coupes des 6l^mients pigmentes de grande dimension, renfermaut des H. 
liheres ou des kystes, contrairement k ce que nous avone notd pour L. lacertce 
And identifying this parasite with H. curvirostris Billet which they definitely 
differentiate from H, lacertce^ they express some doubts on the validity of the 
ssp. hiretorta, nicollei, schaudinni var. africana which they are rather inclined 
to homologize with H. curvirostris, accepting however as valid the ssp. 
H. schaudinni and H. minuta of L, ocellaia from Portugal. 

In another paper I^averan and Pettit, describing the parasite of 
Psammodromus algirus, identify it with H. psammodromi Souli6 despite the 
measurements somewhat smaller and write: H, pallida Franja qui ne 
mfeure que 6 k 7, 5 de long et qui n'exerce aucune action miisible sur les 
hematics ne pent 6tre confondue avec H. psammodromi ; quant a H. lusitanica 
son existence, en tant qu^espfece distincte de H. psammodromi, ne nous parait 
pas demontrde." 
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The subject of infestation of the same vertebrate by different sspp. of the 
so-called haenioj^regarina is no more doubtful in present days, Reichenow 
writes in .Dollein's Protozoology p. 919): Allein in Lacerta muralis 
kommt eine gross Anzahl von Karyolysus-Arten vor, die auch in Mischin- 
fektion autreten Konnen und von denen alien die sporogonie in der gleichen 
Milbenart erfolgt. Die Entwicklung zeigt insofern Verschiedenheiten, als bei 
einem Teil der Artcn, wie bei /v. lacertce in der Darmwand, boi einem anderen 
Teil in der Leibeshohle der Milbe, vorwiegend in den Zelleii der Hypodennis 
erfolgt. In Darme entwickeln sich Z. B. K. bicapsulatus (Franga) und 
K, znluetai (t. Reichenow”. Reichenow’’ describes in L. muralis from Madrid 
no less than eight sj)ecies of Ineniogregarines which are different from the 
species studied by him in this lizard in Italy. 

Mme. Physalyx^® writes : '' on sait d*autre part quhme ni^me espece 
animale pent 6tre infest^e ])ar idusieurs liemogregarines differentes ainsi qu'il 
arrive en particulier chez les crotales et le Bufo agua In Crotalus krrificm 
she finds " deux hemogr^garines differentes et differant chacune aussi de 
cclle qui a <Ste decrite par M. A. J/averan chez une autre espece du mfenie 
genre; Crotalus confluentus'J^ In Bufo agua Datr, (— Bufo marinus hiti,) 
there are four sspp, of heemogregarinesA® F'rom this long discussion one can 
see that: 

(a) many haemogregarines may infect one single species of cold-blooded 
vertebrates ; 

{b) often the hsemogregarines found in one country differ from those 
found ill another country ; 

(c) often the >schizogonic cycles of the .same hsemogregarine occcur in 
different organs according to the infected lizard. In H. butaniensis this cycle 
has been found in the .sections of heart. 

{i) different haemogregarines of the same morphological type have 
often their schizogony in different organs of the same mite. 

Taking into consideration all these remarks, the characterisation of the 
species must obey primarily to a detailed morphological structure of the 
endoglobular elements, their action on the red cells and secondarily to the 
structure of their cysts and the organs in which they occur. Important, 
first of all to note, the species of the host as, for the present at least, there 
are no arguments of experimental infection and cross immunity to let us 
believe tliat to one single species of hemogregarine belong a lot of parasites of 
this kind as it w^as supposed in former days. 

« « DC 
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On this ground we must state : 

1. No hsemogregarine has been previously described in the blood of 
Calotes versicolor, 

2. Our parasite doe>s not alter the red cell, the only blood element 
which is parasitised by this Karyolysus. 

In this respect we find in the literature which we were able to consult: 

(a) H, pallida par. of Psammodromus algirus^^ oval, pyriform or banana¬ 
shaped, inequal poles, 6-7,5/3-4: microns. Protoplasm pale blue or rose with 
chromophyl granules, Nucleus band-like, pejq^endicular to the long axis. 
Young fonns oval or elliptic in mononuclears, in hepatic pigmented cells 
of the liver, measuring 4,5/2,2-3. Red cells not altered. 

(b) H. nana par. of L, muralis. Elliptic or pyriform, 5,2-6/3-3,5. Pro¬ 
toplasm colourless or slightly blue, showing in one pole, often in both, small 
chromophyl granules. Nucleus band-like. Schizogony unknown. 

(c) H. chamceleonis par. of Cham(Bleon vulgaris : falciform, banana¬ 
shaped, 3-4-7/l-l,5, seldom parasitising also white cells, nucleus central, rose 
or almost black, protoplasm blue ; often one pole larger lodging the nucleus, 
which is then sub-central. No blepharoplast, no other organelle in the 
protoidasm which is vacuolated. Red cell not altered. ^ 

{d) H. sp, par. of Tareniola mauritanica from Cyrenaica.*^ Banana¬ 
shaped, 12-14/4-5. Protoplasm blue, nucleus roundish or quadrangular, 
central or slightly sub-central; plenty free forms, almost tailed. Red cell 
not altered. 

N.B.—The same author found in Tarentola mauritanica from Yemen 
another parasite quite different, pyriform, roundish or oval, with one vacuole 
in the centre, 10-12/5-6 or 6-8 for roundish forms ; nucleus attached to one 
border of the parasite. Red cells hypertrophied ; its nucleus displaced and 
hyperstained. 

(e) H. sp par. of Agama stellis from Rodi. Red cell^ not altered in young 
forms but elongated in adult forms. Nucleus not altered.*^ 

N,B. —The parasite of Agama stellis Tripolitana, studied as that from 
Rodi by Tuddia is completely different; banana-shaped, with larger poles, 
12 *13/3-3,5 microns ; (4-5 microns on poles). Protoplasm light blue. Central 
nucleus, light coloured. Red cell slightly hypertrophied and discoloured, 
its nucleus elongated,** 

^ (/) H. missoni par. of Tupinamhis teguixim, 8-9/2; 5-8. Considered as 

young form of H. tupinamhis Eaveran and Salimbeni. Studied by Carini, 
1909. Red cells not altered. No other information found.*® 
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(g) H. minuta par. of Lacerta ocellata. Studied by Franja. Red cell not 
altered. Other informations not found. 

(A) H. leptodactyh. Studied by I,4sage, 1908, the present informations 
have been taken from Cunha and Muniz.** 

Two kinds of cysts surrounded by a membrane: («) with 2-8 elongated 
merozoites, slightly bent, sausage-like, 16-20/6-10, with reticulate plasma, 
nuclear chromatine irregularly disposed and karyosom not distinct; (6) with 
16-32 or more small merozoites, 2,6-3 microns broad, dense plasma without 
any noticeable structure, large band-like nucleus with chromatin around 
the nuclear membrane or forming a net schizogony of macromerozoites 
in the interior of the organ cells (intestine, liver and lung, specially in both 
these organs) and they enter new cells and repeat the schizogony (agamogony). 
After some time of similar multiplications, they give rise to the schizogony 
of micromerozoites and these, liberated in the blood current, enter the red 
cells, constituting the endoglobular gametocytes, which do not show, 
however, any sexual differentiation. The schizogony does not occur in the 
endothelium of blood vessels. Nucleus of red cells not altered. 

(i) Our parasite: Red cells not altered and- harbouring in peripheral 
circulation, male and female gametocyte.s provided with a strong capsular 
periplast and measuring 5-7-11/1,5-2,5 microns. Rarely in peripheral 
circulation, but frequently in internal circulation the red cells harbour schizonts 
which do not show any periplast and whose nucleus suffers a binary division 
giving 4 macromerozoites or gregariniform merozoites measuring 8-11/2,6-3 
microns. The macrocyst measures 13-16/8-10. The small leishmaniform 
merozoites, provenient of endothelial microcysts measure: roundish forms 
1,5-3 microns ; fusiform merozoites 3-6/l-l,6. 

Many of the hajmogregarines above quoted possess an intracellular 
multiplication in their evolutive cycle. Hcetnogregarine procteri Shortt par. 
of Phyllodactylus elisa* shows schizogony with micromerozoites in the red 
’%lls of lungs, spleen and liver, contained in cj'sts of 6/6 and a 2nd schizogony 
|«kth macromerozoites in the endothelial cells of lungs (cysts 16/12, macro¬ 
merozoites 6,6/1,8). Our parasite has many interesting peculiarities which 
enable us to classify it as a new sp. The existence of a paranuclear body so 
often figured in K. lacertarum and always present in the various evolutive 
stages of our parasite (even in leishmaniform merozoites under the form of 
a strongly siderophyl micronucleus), the pre.sence of a polar capsule in 
gametocytes, the evident sexuality of gametocytes, the endoglobular and 
endothelial cycles of schizogony, the peculiar shape and structure of the micro¬ 
merozoites have not been described in any hemogr^arinid hitherto recorded. 
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We will therefore consider our parasite as a sp. n. which will be named 
Karyolysus jorgei in homage to Prof. A. Ricardo Jorge, President of the 
XII International Congress of Zoology, held at Lisbon, in 1935. 
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Introduction. 

OrUR purpose in writing this paper is not merely to record oirr observations 
on the shape and structure of the Golgi apparatus in the eggs of Invertebrates 
but also to suggest some probable modes of formation of a network from these 
various shapes. We make this attempt because we coasider that the cyto- 
logists working on the phenomena of oogenesis have ignored many of the 
suggestions of students in other branches of the study regarding the shape of 
the Golgi apparatus, notably those of Bowen (’20, ’22 «, ’26 & ’26 e). 

This lack of a clear understanding of the shape and structure of the 
Golgi apparatus in oogenesis is reflected even in the reviews on the subject 
(MacBride and Hewer, ’31) and hence in this paper we have made an attempt 
to put the available facts from our work into a connected whole, taking into 
consideration the already established facts in siiermatogenesis and secretory 
phenomena. 

Literature. 

The historical review of the whole subject up to 1926 treating with the 
works of Holmgren (’03, ’08 & ’10), Golgi (’98), Cajal (’14), Duesberg 
(’12 & ’14), Beasley (’10), Voinov (’26), Morelle (’24 & ’25) and others has 
already been made by Bowen (’26 e) and hence we intend to refer to these 
papers only when they have some bearing on the problems with which we are 
concerned in this paper. 

During the course of our investigations on the phenomena of yolkforma- 
tion in eggs we came across Golgi bodies having different shapes. In CUbana- 
rius (Subramaniam, ’36 a) and Stomofmeustes (Subramaniam and Gopala 
Aiyar, '36 b) we observed during the growth of the egg, the gradual trans¬ 
formation of a Golgi granule into a batonette. The granules which had no 
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differentiation into chromophilic and chromophobic regions enlarged into 
vesicles showing the two regions clearly. These by rupture gave rise to 
batonettes which reminded one of similar bodies described in invertebrate 
animals by Hirschler (’13, '14, ’16 & ’18), Gatenby ('17 a, b, c, ’19 a,b,c& ’22), 
Bowen (’20, ’22 a), Beams and Goldsmith (’30) and Harvey (’31 a & b). More¬ 
over Gatenby (’17 a) and Hirschler (’10) described rings and rods lying side 
by side. Even though Hirschler described ring and half-ring shaped Golgi 
elements in the oogenesis of Ciona intestinalis (’16) and Bowen (’26 e) from 
his review concluded that this cellular constituent may assume almost any 
shape and distribution, a reticulum being only one expression of its protean 
appearance, the polymorphic condition of the Golgi apparatus in eggs has 
been much disputed even as late as 1931. Nath in 1925 described in the 
earliest oocjdes of Scorpion " a few clearly-defined curved rods lying on one 
side of the nucleus”. But in the case of Pheretima (Nath, '30), Periplaneta 
(Nath and Mohan, ’29), Otostigmus (Nath and Hussain, ’29), Culex (Nath, '29) 
and Dysdercus (Bhandari and Nath, ’30) he describes vesicles and e.specially 
in Pheretima he attempts to interpret the various other shapes that he observes 
as caused by improper impregnation, optical sections, etc. In his latest paper 
(Nath, ’33) he ipentions that the Golgi apparatus-is polymorphic but we are 
not able to decide whether that applies during oogenesis also. Harvey on 
the other hand describes “Argentophil vesicles and irregular masses ” in 
Ciona (Harvey, ’27) but in his latest paper (’31 c) he remarks while criticizing 
Nath’s work that ‘ ‘ there can be no connecting link between these vesicles 
and the netlike Golgi apparatus characteristic of vertebrate cells, which is 
the fimdamental absolute to which all questions of the form of Golgi apparatus 
must ultimately be referred" (p. 451). He continues " there is one form of 
Golgi apparatus only in invertebrate cells, that of an ensemble of dictyo- 
somes ’’ (p. 462). How different is this conception from that of Bowen 
(’28 <2 & e) who considers the Golgi apparatus as a specialized cytoplasmic 
substance which may be moulded into any shape demanded by particular 
cellular conditions!! That hollow' spheres have an existence may be seen 
from Hirschler’s work (’18) whose main consideration in postirlating his 
" Apparatinhalt ’’ was that in the case of hollow spheres the central contents 
could not possibily be the same as the external cytoplasm. Students of 
oogenesis seem to consider oogenesis as a si)ecial phenomenon and do not 
refer to papers on spermatogenesis and secretory phenomena. As pointed 
out in another paper (Subramaniam, '35 b) we believe rather that the aim 
of all work on the structure or fimction of the Golgi apparatus should be to 
correlate, if possible, results obtained in one field with those recorded in others. 
The Co%i apparatus of .secretory cells is in no way different from that fotmd 
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in the various other tissues of the body, because it is the Golgi bodies in the 
eggs which give rise by division and distribution to the Golgi apparatus in 
all the cells of the body. Hence we are faced with the question, how the 
Golgi bodies having the same origin can be attributed different shapes and 
function in different cells. Either the diversity of behaviour, shape and 
structure should be accepted or a de novo origin of the Golgi apparatus in 
different types of cells .should be proved. The latter possibility being negli¬ 
gible, the only recourse will be to accept the former one. The more we 
learn about the Golgi apparatus even in eggs, the more we are convinced 
that the variations are only the variations of a single basic procedure. 
Harvey’s remark that the Golgi apparatus can have only the dictyosome 
shape disregards the work of Hirschler and Gatenby. Gatenby even in 1917 
describes batonettes giving rise to vesicles. He says “ At the time the mito¬ 
chondrial bodies begin to run together, the acroblasts which are about three 
or four in number, gradually become vesicular. The process is quite easily 
followed out and can often be seen occurring in several acroblasts in one 
spermatid” (p. 439). A look at his figures reproduced below (Text-Figs. 
21, 22, 23 & 24 a, b) will show that both the types, dictyosome and vesicle, 
occur side by side. Figures illustrating Gatenby’s work on ^accocirrus (’22) 
especially his figures 1, 4, 19, 20, 21 & 32 will amply convince any one that 
there could be no hard and fast rule regarding the shape of the Golgi appara¬ 
tus in oocytes, spermatocytes and spermatogonia. Similarly in secretory 
cells also, the diversity of shape could be gathered from the work of Eudford 
('25 a, b, '27 & '31 ; Eudford and Cramer, ’27), and Bowen (’26 a, b, c). Harvey 
fails to consider that even in the case of the boomerang shaped scales sections 
in different planes may often lead to the production of rings in some particular 
planes (compare the shapes in Text-Pig. Sg.b^, g.r^ which is after Bowen, ’20). 
Moreover during secretory activity it has been noticed that the apparatus 
during hypertrophy assumes a variety of shapes. The network at an advanced 
stage of secretion has been known to break up into rings, rods and granules 
(Eudford and Cramer, ’27). Below is reproduced the pictographic summary 
of the secretory cycle in the Islets of Eangerhans after Eudford and Cramer 
(Text-Fig. 1). 

As this paper also deals with the stnicture of the Golgi apparatus we 
give below a review of the work dealing with the structure as conceived by 
different cytologists. Even at the outset it may be mentioned that except 
Hirschler(’18) and Bowen (’26 d&e) few seem to have considered the difference 
in structure between the network-like Golgi apparatus and the dictyosome. 
The dictyosomes according to Gatenby and Bowen have a dujdex structure 
consisting of chromophilic and chromophobic parts. But in the network- 
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TliXT-FlG, 1.—Pictographic summary of the secretory cycle in the Islets of I^angerhans. 

(Fig. 23, p. 23, Ludford and Cramer, 1927.) 


like Golgi apparatus of vertebrate somatic cells the chromoi)hobic part seems 
to be lacking. As even in mammalian germ cells (Gatenby and Woodger, 
*21; Gatenby and Beams, *35) an idiosome has been demonstrated one naturally 
inquires how the chromophobic part comes to be absent in the network-like 
Golgi apparatus. Unless a clearer understanding of the structure of the 
Golgi apparatus is available a minute analysis of the part played by the 
apparatus in secretion is not possible. We have always been faced with the 
question whether the secretion of the acrosome is comparable to the secretion 
of mucus, serous and lipoid granules in secretory cells. It will be seen from 
papers on spermatogenesis (Bowen, *26 d) that the acrosome always arises 
near and in relation to the chromophobic part. No case has been recorded 
in which the chromophilic part is next to the acrosomal vesicle or granule and 
the chromophobic part farther away and having no relation with the vesicle 
or granule. In spite of the differences of opinion among students of oogenesis 
all are agreed {Nath, *29, *30 & ’33 ; Harvey, *27, *31 a, 6 & c ; Subramaniam, 
’34, '36a, '37 ; Subramaniam and Gopala Aiyar, '35, *36a & *366) that fat, fatty 
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yolk and yolk when they are formed as products of the activity of the Golgi 
apparatus always arise in relation with the chromophobic part of the dictyo- 
somes or vesicles. Such being the case, the fact has to be admitted that 
the chromopliobic part plays as essential a role as the chromophilic part in 
cells where the apparatus has a duplex structure. 

If this is so, how is the secretion of the acrosome comparable to the 
secretion of mucus, serous and lipoid granules in secretory cells ? Bowen 
in his papers definitely mentions that in the network he could never find 
the chromophobic component. Hence in order to compare secretory granule 
formation the first problem to be solved is the process how the chromophobic 
part disappears. We have come across a phenomenon (Subramaniam and 
Gopala Aiyar, ’36 c & d) by which a vesicle by infolding gives rise to a dictyo- 
some with double rims in which the two parts by closer apposition give rise 
to Golgi batonettes in which no chromophobic part is visible. 

Harvey’s (’31ft & c) main objection as pointed out before is the method 
by which the vesicle gives rise to a network. His statement (’31c) that 
“ The netlike Golgi apparatus of most vertebrate cells is foreshadowed in 
the vortex-like complex forms assumed in young eggs, of which Antedon 
provides an excellent example and in the somatic cells of many adult forms 
{vide Hirschler, 1914, 1918) ” (p, 462), clearly demonstrates that he has not 
considered the problem of the structure of the Golgi apparatus at all. Hirschler 
(’18) though he had considered the duplex structure (his Apparathulle and 
Apparatinhalt) has not interpreted the loss of the cliromophobic part 
in the networks. In addition to §ill these Nassonov (’24), Hudford (’25) and 
Bowen (’26«, ft, c) record double-rimmed batonettes, hollow tubular networks 
and vacuolated networks. Are all these artifacts or are they onl}' the varia¬ 
tions of a single basic structure ? If they are real they may, in a way, give 
a clue to the solution of the duplex structure of the Golgi bodies. 

Even networks found in secretory cells are different from those found 
in cells of tissue cultures and tumour cells. In tissue culture cells Eudford 
(’27) records both a network and a collection of granules. Ludford, while 
discussing the str;iicture of the Golgi apparatus, says that though he finds a 
chromophobic component in relation with the network, yet as the chromophil 
threads become drawn out, he has been unable to make out any differentiation 
into the two above-mentioned regions. Similar experience is also recorded 
by him in connection with the changes in the form of the apparatus during 
hypertrophy in the cells of the fibroblasts of tar tumours. His own interpre¬ 
tation (’27) is that " It is possible in both these cases that the idiosomic 
substance is either spread in a thin film over a chromophil core, or it may be 
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that the two are combined in such a way that the two substances are not 
distinguishable optically (p. 418). His conclusions regarding the dis¬ 
appearance of the chromophobic portion as presented in his paper on the 
tar tumours are slightly different. He is of o])inion that the chromophobic 
part may persist “ as a fine layer surrounding the reticulum of the apparatus 
or else it may form the basis of the reticulum over which the material of the 
apparatus is spread in a similar manner to the insulating material covering 
an electric wire (p. 569, 1925i). Whatever may be the process there should 
be intermediate stages between the one with the duplex structure and that 
with the chromophobic part either inside or outside. I^Klford and for the 
matter of that no worker offers any evidence which ma^^ suggest the possibility 
of there being intermediate stages between the discrete bodies and the network. 

Now we shall mention those papers in which double-rimmed batonettcs# 
tubular networks, and vesictilated networks are mentioned. In the spermato" 
gonia of Euschistus euschistoides (Bowmen, *20) the Golgi bodies presented a 
characteristic appearance (Text-Figs. 2, 3 & 4). Viewed on edge the individual 
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Fext-Fig. 


Text-Fig. 



2. —Schematic representation of a single Golgi body. (Text-Fig. 1 A, p. 329, 
Bowen, 1920.) 

3. —Euschistus euschistoides. Spermatogonium late growth period. Note the 
double rim in all the bodies and also ring and rod shapes lying side by side. 
(PI. 1, Fig. 7, Bowen, 1920.) 

4. —Brochyntcua quadripusiulata spermatids showing Golgi remnant. (PI. II, 
Fig. 31, Bowen, 1920.) 


Golgi bodies gave the impression of a pair of rods lying side by side (Text- 
Fig. 2 chr.), and separated by a clear space (cAA^,). This slit was observed by 
Bowen from the very early stages upto the condensation and even the Golgi 
remnant (Text-Fig. 4 g^r.r,) in his figures shows this identical structure. It 
is possible that such a feature may be of wide occurrence for it is more frequently 
figured but rarely referred to in several published accounts of the Go^i 
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apparatus. Bowen is certain that the division of the Golgi bodies is always 
at right angles to the slit and the latter therefore however well adapted it 
may be for purposes of division never serves that end. F^ven after the fusion 
of the Golgi bodies to form a single acroblast, the structure has a double rini 
us could be made out from Bowen's figure 31 (Text-Fig. 4 

Nassonov ('24) and luidford ('25^) while working on the secretory pheno¬ 
mena in the e])idydymis came across Golgi networks composed of hallow tubes. 
Figures rev)resenting the hollow nature as drawn by them are given below. 
Text-l"igs. 5 and 0 are from Nassouov's pai>er and Text-Figs. 7, 8, 9 and 10 



5 6 9 10 

TiCxt-Figs. 5 & 6.—Epidydymis of the mouse showing tubular Golgi networks with secretory 
droplets inside such strands. (Nassonov, 1924.) 

Tkxt-Figs. 7, 8, 9 & 10.—Stages in the secretory cycle in the epidydymis. Note the tubular 
nature of the network in Figs, 7 and 8. The vacuolated condition is seen in 
Fig, 9. (Figs. 15, 16, 17 & 21, p. 363, Ludford, 192Sa.) 

are from Ludford’s. The liquid form of secretion (s.) is mentioned by both 
as originating inside these hollow tubes (i.g.a.). Bowen re-examined the 
phenomena in the epidydymis of the cat and the rabbit and observes that 
he also found examples similar to Nassonov’s figures in great numbers in the 
various parts of the male reproductive tract of both the cat and the rabbit. 
In addition, he found another closely related appearance in which the blackened 
Golgi contours were bordered externally by a light zone similar to the one 
which, in the other cases, appeared on the inner border of a blackened contour. 
Some of his figuresillustratingthe.se api)earances are shown in Text-Figs. 11, 
12, 13, 14, 15, 16, 17 & 18. He has observed these identical appearances 
even in longitudinal sections (Text-Figs. 16 & 16). As no relation existed 
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between secretory grannies and these spaces Bowen feels that these appearances 
may be artifacts caused partially by the fixative due to the massive develop¬ 
ment of the Golgi apparatits in these cells. Even after suggesting that such 
apj^earances result from shrinkage, he considers it possible that such a 



11 12 13 14 

Text-Figs. 11 & 12.—Golgi strands having a tubular appearance. Vas deferens of the Rabbit. 
(PI. 28, Figs. 87 and 86, Bowen, 1926c,) 

Text-Figs. 13 & 14.—Golgi contours bordered by a light zone. Both arc cross-sections. (PI. 26, 
Figs. 33 and 48, Bowen, 1926c,) 



IS 16 17 18 

Text-Figs. 15 & 16.—Golgi apparatus having a tubular appearance. Longitudinal section of 
a cell from the proximal portion of the epidydymis of the Cat. (PI. 26, Figs. 39 
and 40, Bowen, 1926c.) 

TexT-FiCS. 17 & 18.—Vesicular Golgi networks in some cells in the vas deferens of the Rabbit. 
(PI. 28, Figs. 83 and 85, Bowen, 1926c.) 
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tendency to react to osmic acid will eventtially throw' some light on the 
intimate structural details of the Golgi apparatus. 

It is a W'ojider that after having described double-rimmed batonettes 
in Euschistus he considers the double outlines of the Golgi bodies in the salivary 
gland cells of Limax as pure artifacts. In cross-sections of secretory cells 
of the vas deferens of the rabbit, Bowen records some interesting details. 
The network in such sections lacked uniformity of diameter and consisted 
of blackened materials connected together by delicate cords. When the 
impregnation was light these networks presented a vacuolated appearance. 
In Text-Figs. 17 and 18, we have reproduced some of the appearances seen by 
Bowen. Such appearances, he remarks, give one a distinct impression that the 
swollen masses of the Golgi network are formed by a cluster of small vacuoles. 
He continues " Such vesicular developments occur in other gland cells, but 
I know of none where these appearances are so prominent and of such frequent 
occurrence. Much interest attaches to the interpretation which is to be 
given to these vesicles. Are they artifacts caused by some swelling action 
of the fixatives or are they actually the beginnings of secretory granules ? 
The latter conception would immediately explain the appearances and demon¬ 
strate in a remarkable w'ay the relation between the Golgi material and the 
secrt?tory products which, it is suggested, are differentiated under the action 
of the Golgi apparattis. Definite evidence of the reality of these vesiculated 
Golgi masses would obviously provide the final demonstration of the views 
which I have elsewhere suggested (Bowen, ’24). Unfortunately in the present 
instance there are reasons for admitting the possibility that the api>earance 
is an artifact, and while it is hard to believe that such an explanation can be 
complete, nevertheless in a critical case of this kind it seems best for the present 
to be very cautious ’’ (pp. 414-15, '26 c). That these vesiculated masses 
have a real existence may be gathered from Dudford’s pairer. Even though 
he does not refer to such vesiculated masses in the text, yet figures such masses 
in his figs. 17 and 19 (Text-Fig. 9 v.g.a.). Bowen does not seem to have 
considered the possibility that the cbromophobic part may become differ¬ 
entiated inside some of the strands of the network. We say chromophobic 
part, because it is the part which has been shown to be almost in intimate 
relation with the acrosomal vesicle as also with forming fat and’ yolk droplets 
in eggs. Eudford's later work on the Islets of Eangerhans (’27) as also in 
vital staining of acinar cells of the pancreas (’31) clearly demonstrates the 
possibility that in some cases at least the secretory or segregation products 
may arise imside the strands. Figures in his pictographic summary of the 
behaviour of the Golgi apparatus during secretion in the Islets of I<angerhans 
cells make our suggestion clear even though Eudford does not refer to 
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any such differentiation into chroniophilic and chroniophobic parts in this 
particular case. Three workers working on the epidydymis and vas deferens 
and seeing an identical structure constitute a sure proof of the reality of its 
appearance especially as one of them (Ludford) figures them without making 
any mention of the occurrence in the text of the paper. Bowen concludes by 
expressing the belief that the idiosomic substance is a derivative of the Golgi 
material and that while it may become very clearly individualized as in male 
germ cells, it may in others be latent or may be so intimately related to the 
liix>idal constituent as to be lost in the impregnation of the latter. It will 
be of considerable comparative interest that the differentiation not to be 
made out in somatic cells is also experienced in a few cases in the Lepidoptera 
and Grasshoppers. Such a conception according to Bowen while accounting 
for observed facts also permits the possibility that in secretory cells the 
idiosomic or chroniophobic material may be more or less differentiated within 
the Golgi area, but invisible with the technique employed. I am inclined 
to think, however, that such a development does not exist" (p. 438, '26 d). 
We have not been able to decide whether Bowen's statement '' differentiated 
within the Golgi area '' means differentiated inside the strands or between the 
strands. The latter seems to be Bowen's opinion for, if differentiation is 
inside the strands of the network the invisibility will’be due to optical difficul¬ 
ties and not due to technique. Whatever may be the interpretation Bowen 
does not seem to have believed in the possibility of the chroniophobic part 
forming a core to the strands of the network. Nassonov's view that the 
Golgi materia] forms a surface of separation between the granule and the 
surrounding plasma throws some light on the structure of the Golgi apparatus. 
Even though he does not seem to have paid much attention to the structure 
of the apparatus his suggestion mentioned above is in accord with his observa¬ 
tions, Nassonov’s suggestion of the origin of secretory droplets is more 
comparable to that of acrosome formation than Bowen's own modification 
of Nassonov's view. Many of the instances mentioned above suggest that 
the chroniophobic part may form a core around which the chroniophilic part 
may lie just like an insulating material. But in the majority of the cases 
the core may be absent. We have to consider now how the ciiromophobic 
part comes to lie inside and also whether there are any recorded instances of 
such behaviour. 

In the nimierous papers dealing with the behaviour of the Golgi bodies 
and mitochondria scanty attention has been paid to structure. Even though 
pointed references are absent there are in studies on the behaviour of the 
mitochondria instances w^here threads originate from vesicles. As mitochon¬ 
dria are also polymorphic occurring in the form of grains, vesicles and threads 

B8 » 
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we believe that references to recorded instances of change of shai)e from 
vesicle to thread form may not be out of place. Gatenby’s and Bowen’s 
papers on I<e])idopteran and Insect spermatogenesis give a clue a.s to how 
thread formation may take place. We have to point out here that as in the 
case of Golgi granules, mitochondrial granules also when they enlarge have 
been noticed to differentiate into chromophobic and chromophilic regions. 
Gatenby’s figure (Text-Fig. 19, m.g., m.v.) of the process given below will 
make it clear that even as early as 1917 the process has been described. The 
above-mentioned paper is especially interesting in that Gatenby figures and 
describes some peculiar behaviour of the mitochondria. According to him 
near the end of growth stage the mitochondria have a tendency to run together 
to form vesicles as shown in oitr Text-Fig. 20 at V. He seems to believe 



19 20 

Text-Fig. 19.—Spermatocyte of Smerinthus l><>l>uli .showing mitochondrial granules and 
vesicles. (PI. 23, Fig. 7, Gatenby, 1917o.) 

Text-Fig. 20.— Equatorial view of the first maturation division of Hmcr'mthiis popnli showing 
precocious running together of mliochondria. (PI. 23, Fig. 11. Gatenby. 1917a.) 

that in .such cases the running together may be caused by the close contact 
and subsequent fusion of the outer rim of the mitochondrial bodies and the 
flowing together of the chromophobic fluid core of the mitochondria taking 
part in the formation of such large vesicles. While the macroniitosome is 
formed the following behaviour is described. After the second maturation 
division while the nucleus is becoming reorganized the mitochondrial bodies 
show a tendency to collect in a horn-shaped mass near the nucleus. This 
preliminary massing being over there is a tendency for the chromophilic 
rims to flow together and give rise to a spireme. The most significant fact 
to be observed here is that while the outer layer forms the spireme, the inner 
chromophobic areas which have coalesced together form the substance in 
which the spireme lies. The whole process could be made out in Text- 
Figs. 21, 22 and 23. Having traced the behaviour of the mitochondria so far 
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Tkxt-Figs. 21 & 22.— The mitochondria running togctlier to form the macromitosomc. Acro- 
blasts are I)€Coming spherical, (PI. 25, Figs. 35 and 36, Gatenby, 1917(1.) 
TicxT“Frc. 23.—Spermatid showing niacromitosome, nucleus and acroblasts. (PI. 23, Fig. 15, 
Gatenby, 1917fl.) 


we shall now go back to the behaviour of the saine cell organ during sper¬ 
matogonia! division. During division the mitochondria are affected by what 
is taking place in the cell. vSonic of them become elongated in the longitudinal 
axis of the spindle and others run together with their neighbours and also 
become elongated in the same direction. Text-P'igs. 24 and 25 which are taken 
from Gatenby's pai)er illustrate this behaviour very clearly especially in the 
anaphase and telophase. In Text-Fig. 24 is shown the mitochondria forming 
funnel-like niasses with their narrow ends applied to each other representing 
the region where the cells constrict. Gatenby suggests that such elongation 
might be due to mere mechanical reasons, such as the pressing of individual 
mitochondria one against the other. 



T^xt-Fig. 24.—Spennatfx'yte in fir.st maturation division showing vacuoles formed by coales¬ 
cence of a number of mitochondria. It will be seen tlmt the individual mitochondria 
in the funnel-like mass arc elongated. (PI, 25, Fig. 32, Gatenby, 1917(i.) 
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Gatenby records some other peculiar processes also. In addition to the 
formation of large vesicles by fusion of a number of smaller mitochondrial 
vesicles filament formation also occurs. In places where the mitochondria are 
densest they run together to form filaments and cords as shown in Text-Figs. 
25 and 26 m.t. His explanation seems to be “ that such peculiarities are due 
to the effect of the fixative on the matter around which the true mitochon¬ 
drial substance is applied ; thus the filamentous condition, of which PI. 26, 
fig. 31 is an example, is probably due to the rupture of the outer layer by 
the ‘ brutality ’ of the fixative and the consequent running together of the 
rim.s of the mitochondria. This last process is one which the mitochondrial 
bodies always have a tendency to undergo. It may, then, be stated that the 
running together, though a natural process in later stages, is artificially hastened 
by the action of the fixative ” (p. 424, '17 a). We shall now consider whether 
the elongation and running together is a precocious exhibition of a similar 
power ijossessed by them in later stages of spermatogenesis or whether they 
are artifacts. Gatenby records coalescence and formation of large vacuoles 
as a natural process. He further records that these mitochondrial bodies 
finally fuse together to give rise to the macromitosomal spireme. If these 
two are natural processes, Gatenby's evidence for the nmning together of 
the mitochondria during division stages as artifacts i» not sufficient. As 
Gatenby’s later work has demonstrated variation even among the spermato¬ 
gonia of the same generation we feel that there are reasons to consider the 
thread formation and elongation as caused by a precocious exhibition of a 
latent power. That mutual pressure and other mechanical causes do not 
explain such lengtherung of the %'esicles may be gathered from his fig. 48 
(Text-Fig. 25) which is in the prophases of the first maturation division. Bruta¬ 
lity of fixation does not also explain why the mitochondria in the centre should 
have run together to form rods while the mitochondria in the other regions 
instead of being distorted in various ways retain their vesicular shape. Figs. 49 
and 31 in his paper are not comparable since in Fig. 49 all the mitochondria 
have been distorted. What happens to the chromophobic parts of the vesicles 
when they become filamentous is not clear from his explanation. Do these 
filaments have the chromophobic part outside or does the chromophobic 
part come to lie inside the filaments and thus become obliterated during the 
process of elongation ? 

A second method of thread formation has been observed by Meves in 
the honeybee (’07) and Gatenby in Tenebrio (’19). In the latter Gatenby 
believes that ‘‘ the mitochondria either exist as spheres containing a chromo¬ 
phobe zone inside or else as elongated tubes containing internally a chromo¬ 
phobe substance. These tubes are formed by fusion of granules and when 
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viewed under monocular vision look like apjKJsed solid rods which are really 
hollow tubes (I use hollow in the sense that their centre is chromophobe, 
though it contains a fluid) " (p. 261, '19 a). 



25 26 


Ti?xt-FrG. 25.—Prophase of first maturation division in 5. populi showing elongated mito¬ 
chondria. (PI. 25, Fig. 48, Gatcnby, 1917fl.) 

Tkxt-Fig. 26,—Spermatocyte in which the mitochondrial vcsicle.s have given rise to thread¬ 
like mitochondria. (PI. 25, Fig. 31, Gatenby, 1917a.) 

g.v. 

I 




27 

TtXT-FiC. 27.--^^ early growing oocyte of Merttrix showing Golgi masses, Golgi granules 
and Golgi vesicles. Mann Kopsch x 2|900 (Original). 
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Observations. 

During the later stages of the study of oogenesis in various animals, we 
paid particular attention to the structure of the Golgi bodies. In addition 
we have examined many of our old preparations. In Clibanarius (Subramaniam, 
'35 a) and in Meretrix (Subramaniam, '37) the earliest oocytes contained 
a Golgi mass in which no differentiation into chromophilic and chromophobic 
regions could be observed (Text-Fig. 27 In Salmacts (Subramaniam, 

*34), Meretrix and Clibanarius the initial mass breaks up into a number of 
granules. This granular condition in which the individual bodies have no 
duplex structure is retained in Salmacts throughout oogenesis. In Meretrix, 
Stomopneustes (Subramaniam and Gopala Aiyar, *36 b) and Clibanarms the 
granular components of the Golgi api)aratus give lise to a number of vesicles. 
The processes leading up to the formation of vesicles is interesting in Meretrix. 
Innumerable variations in behaviour remind one of the variations observed 
in the cells of Islets of Dangerhans (lyudford and Cramer, *27). The initial 
(yolgi mass divides into two one of which generally migrates to the other 
side of the nucleus. One of the two masses so formed may divide again. 
These masses may immediately become resolved first into a number of granules 
and later into a number of vesicles or one of them before the others may give 
rise to vesicles with a chromo])hobic interior (Text-Fig. 27 g.g., g.v.). The 
initial mass may break up into a number of vesicles before division. Such 
a collection of vesicles may divide into two and both may begin to scatter 
their individual elements at the same time or one group may remain inactive 
for a longer time and may even divide into two. In a few cases, the A^esicles 
never divided but began to scatter from the place of their occurrence. 

In Stomopneustes (Subramaniam and Gopala Aiyar, *3G b), Clibanarius and 
Dasychone (Subramaniam and Gopala Aiyar, *36 a) rod-like dictyosomes occxir. 
But the three differ in that in Dasychone the scale-like dictyosomes alone are 
present throughout oogenesis whereas in both Stomopneustes and Clibanarius 
dictyosomes arise by rui)ture of the vesicles. Plate VII, Fig. 1, is from a 
Nassonov preparation of Clibanarius ovary. At g.g. are the Golgi grains 
without any differentiation into chromophilic and chromophobic regions. At 
and g.Vi,, are vesicles formed by the enlargement of the grains in which 
the two regions could be seen. At g.Vc is shown the rupture of the vesicle 
and the resultant batonette could be seen at A look at the Plate 

will show how the chromophobic area enclosed by the chromophilic region 
in the vesicle comes into relation with the cytoplasm. 

In Stomopneustes during the secretion of albuminous yolk the Golgi bodies 
present a variety of behaviour, Their behaviour may roughly be cle^sified 
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into two different types based on the structure of the bodies when found 
attached to the mitochondrial clumps. (1) After slight enlargement of the 
Golgi vesicles rupture on one side takes place resulting in the formation of 
semi-lunar shaped elements as in the case of Clibanarius, (2) In some cases 
the Golgi vesicle attached to a mitochondrial clump becomes irregularly 
plastered on the mitochondrial clump without rupture. Whereas in the 
first case the chromophobic part comes into relation with the mitochondrial 
clump, in the second instance the chromophobic part is not visible at all^ 
The different shapes assumed by the Golgi after the different modes of attach¬ 
ment is diagrammatically represented in Text-Fig. 28. 



a. h. c. d. e. 

28 

TiCXY-Fifi. 28,—1. Various shapes assumed by the GoIki when found attached to mitochondrial 


clump.s. 2, A diagrammatic representation of the formation of a Golgi batonette 
by rupture of a ve.sicle and it.s attachment to a mitochondria! clump. The chromo- 
phobic part becomes reduced to invisibility during the process. (Figs. 2 and 3, 
p, 579, Subramaniam and Gopala Aiyar, 1936/;.) 

One of us very recently (Aiyar, R. G., ’35) showed that Lycastis indica, 
a common polychaete worm, occurring in the brackish waters in and around 
Madras, is a hermaphrodite. Its eggs are highly plastic and we thought 
that a study of the phenomena of oogenesis in Lycastis would be of interest 
(Subramaniam and Gopala Aiyar, '36 <i). We are recording below some 
peculiar behaviour and structure of Golgi bodies which have not been recorded 
previously in eggs. Incidentally, we may mention here that the Golgi bodies 
could be seen even in Champy fixed material. The Golgi bodies in the growing 
oocytes could be seen as vesicles. These vesicles during the growth of the 
egg become converted into double^rimmed batonettes. In Plate VII, Fig. 2, 
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the stages leading up from the vesicle to the double-rimmed batonette could 
be seen. At g,v, is shoum a typical vesicle showing chromophilic and chromo¬ 
phobic regions. This vesicle by a process of tucking in gives rise to a gastrula- 
like structure which later gives rise to a double-rimmed batonette (Plate VII, 
Fig. 2, Plate VIII, Figs. 3 & 4). The w^hole series could be seen in Plate VII, 
Fig. 2. At g.Vi. is shown the beginning of the process of folding. This 
becomes deeper and dee}>er {g.v^, & and the resulting double-rimmed 

batonette could be seen at g.b^. Thus the batonette comes to have the chro¬ 
mophobic part between the two chromophilic rims. In Plate IX, Fig. 5 at 
g,r^. and in Text-Fig. 29 A at 4 could be made out sections of the same bodies 
at right angles to the plane in which they lie in Plate VIII, Figs. 3 and 4. In 
Plate IX, Fig. 5, the mitochondria are visible as scattered granules in the 
cytoplasm. I'inally in the fully grown oocytes, the majority of the batonettes 
do not seem to have any cbromophobic component at all. vSuch absence of 
the chromophobic t)art has been observed by Nath in Scorpions (*25) and 
Bowen and others in a few I^epidoptcra and Grasshoppers. Plate VIII, Fig. 
4, show's how' the chromophobic i)art is completely absorbed. is shown 

a double-rimmed batonette in which the tw^o rims have united at one of the 
ends. This process goes on till no chromophobic part is discernible. A picto- 
graphic summary of the process is given below (Text-Fig. 29 A). 
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TitxT-Fic. 29.—A diagrammatic representation of the formation of a double-rimmed batonette 
as well as a batonette in which the chromophobic part is absent from a Golgi 
vesicle. At 4 is shown a cross-section of stage 3. (Slightly modified after Fig, 13, 
Subramaniam and (kipala Aiyar, 1936d,) 

B. The different methods of multiple folding. At 3 is shown a cross-section of 
a slightly later stage of infolding than those sliown in 1 and 4. At 7 is shown 
one of the shapes that result after complex multiple folding. (Original,) 

Multiple folding of the walls of the vesicles has also been observed 
(Plate VII, Fig. 2 and Plate VIII, Fig. 3). In Plate VII, Fig. 2, is shown 
{m.fi.) an instance of double folding. In Text-Fig. 29 is shown soine of the 
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methods of multiple folding observed by us. Similar bodies could be seen 
in the Plates. Perusal of Plate VII, Fig. 2. Plate VIII. Fig. 3 and Plate X, 
Fig. 6 and Text-Fig. 29 B, 7, reminds one of the vacuolated networks figured 
by Bowen, Nassonov and Ludford. It will be seen that in the figure 
showing the extremely vacuolated condition (Plate VIII, Fig. 3, m./*., w./g.) 
the chromophobic part is reduced to invisibUity by the fusion of the walls 
of the folds lying near; 

Discussion. 

Even thoiigh tUe Golgi apparatus was discovered some 40 years ago, 
little is known about its structure. During recent years Parat's papers 
(’26, '28; Parat and Painleve, '24 a,b,c& ’25) diverted the attention of cytolo- 
gists to a study of the vacuome. Plnough w'ork has been done (Gatenby, 
’29, ’32 & ’33) to show that the Golgi apparatus is a permanent cell inclusion 
quite different from the vactiome. Further, we have reasons to believe 
(Subramaniam, ’37) that neutral red vacuoles in eggs which we have examined 
repre.sent enzymes secreted by the Golgi apparatus. 

Passing now to a consideration of the shape of the Golgi bodies we feel 
that the photographs will convince anyone that the a])paratus in eggs 
may have any .shape ranging from that of a granule to a dictyosome. In this 
we are only bringing the diversity of shape of the Golgi bodies observed by 
us in eggs into line wdth facts recorded by a host of workers in cells from other 
tissues. In many eggs as in Salmacis and Dasychone a particular shape 
jjersists throughout the major part of the growth period of the oocyte. 
Dasychone may only be one of the many animals in which the shape of the 
Golgi bodies is fixed.' But that fact alone does not entitle one to define the 
shape of the Golgi ajjparatus in all tyi)es of eggs. Gatenby’s statement in 
the case of the oocytes of Helix will, we believe, prove that even in 1917 there 
has been observed variations even in cells lying in a single section. “ I have 
already mentioned that great variation was found in the appearance of the 
male cells. This, I think, applies even more strongly to the case of female 

cells.” (p. 688, ’17 c). That this variation is not restricted to the 

mitochondria alone may be gathered from his observation “I can. at present, 
think of at least several sorts of spermatogonia; by this I mean that it is 
qtiite possible to find a large number of cells which are in the si)ermatogonial 
generation of male cells and w’hich differ marked^' either in their nucleus, 
their nebenkern or their mitochondria” (p. 671, '17 c). 

Tlie process of formation of a typical batonette from a granule is analagous 
to the behaviour of the mitochondria during the formation of amacromitosomal 
spireme. The only difference between the rupture of the mitochondria and 
the rupture of the Golgi vesicle seems to be that in the case of the mitochondria 
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the process is only an intermediate stage, where soon after rupture all the 
chromophilic portions fuse together end to end. In the case of the Golgi 
bodies of CAibanarius the process vseenis to stop with rupture. Ivater, each 
batonette comes into relation with mitochondrial or Golgi clumps and secretes 
albuminous yolk. 

Golgi bodies with duplex structure and Golgi networks with a conspicuous 
absence of a duplex structure are comparable to vesicular mitochondria 
with chromophilic and chromophobic regions and filamentous mitochondria 
in which the chromojdiobic part, is absent. Yet, a clearer understanding 
of the origin of the filamentous mitochondria as also of the Golgi 
network is not yet available. That even in the case of the filamentous 
mitochondria which have no duplex structure a necessity for some 
conception that they should have originated from structures with duplex 
structure may be gathered from Bowen's work (’22 6) where the filamentous 
mitochondria when they form the nebenkern have the power of differenti¬ 
ating a chromophobic portion. In his example Bowen ('226) finds 
thread-like mitochondria in which he has not been able to find a differentia¬ 
tion into tlic two components. Yet, after the mitochondrial threads fuse 
together the chromophobic part puts in its appearance as a number of vacuoles 
in the periphery of the mitochondrial mass. In Murganlid histrionica Bowen 
finds in the early spermatocyte period mitochondrial granules possessing 
a duplex structure. He deduces from the above observation that as the 
vesicles produce the long thread-like mitcxrhondria typical of Euschishis, 
both the parts should be present and that the threads should have an inner 
core of chromophobic material as in the honey-bee (Meves, '07) and Tenebri 
(Gatenby, '19). Thus even in observed cases of mitochondrial behaviour 
there are two types of thread formation. No previous worker seems to have 
given any clear account of the process which leads to the formation of a thread 
from a granule. In another part of the pai)er while we were disctissing the 
behaviour of the mitochondria in I^epidoptera, we pointed out that some of 
the shapes of the mitochondria in Tepidoptera may not after all be due to the 
action of the fixatives but may be a precocious exhibition of a latent power. 
We suggest that the elongated tubes shown in Text-Figs. 25 and 26 may 
after all be stages leading up to the formation of the thread-like mitochondria 
where the chromophobic inner core is not visible. 

Similar to observations in mitochondria there are also recorded instances 
of double-rimmed batonettes and hollow tubular networks. But Bowen is 
not prepared to extend his sviggestion of the sup]:)Osed presence of an hmer core 
to the mitochondrial threads, to the strands composing the Golgi network. 
Fven observations regarding the presence and position of the chromophobic 
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areas are highly contradictory, Bowen in his figures of the double-rimmed 
batonettes in Euschistus euschistoides shows two jchromophobic areas : (1) 
between the two rims (Text-Fig. 2, chb^^.) and (2) in the cup-like area be- 
tw'^een the two arms of the U of the batonette (chb^.). The lamellar view of the 
structure of the Golgi apparatus suggested by Hirschler ('18) and applied by 
Bowen to the elucidation of the structure of the nebenkern and the Golgi 
network may explain the figures of Bowen. S\ic]i a conception is not 
considered at all by Bowen in Euschistus but that the Golgi bodies have three 
dimensions may be made out from the different shapes of the batonettes in 
his figures. A careful examination of Bowen’s figures especially his figs. 8, 9 
and 10 also demonstrate that the. real chromophobic part may only exist 
between the two chromophil rims and that the apparent chromophobic part 
between the arms of the U ma}^ be the lamellar structure in surface view. 

lAidford who studied the net-like Golgi apparatus records the presence 
of a chromophobic component in relation with the network in tissue culture 
cells and tar tumours. I^udford's views have been presented elsewhere but 
the processes in tissue cultures and tar tumours seem to be entirely different. 
In the fibroblasts of tar tumours the Golgi apparatus which exists in the 
form of rods having a duplex structure when they‘anastomose and give rise 
to the complicated network lose their chromophobic component (p. 569, ’25). 
In the tissue culture cells, on the contrary, the network which has in relation 
with it an idiosome loses the above part wheti it draws out into threads. 
The processes are directly contradictory and both have been observed in tissues 
which show wide departures from the normal. Bowen in his wide search for 
the chromophobic part could not come across any network in which he could 
find an unmistakable idiosomic component. We have disciissed in the resume 
of literature some of Bowen’s observations in relation to similar work on 
similar tissues. There seems to be a distinct possibility that some networks 
at least differentiate an area during some part of secretory activity which is 
comparable to the chromophobic component of the discrete dictyosome. 

The above considerations lead to the question of the nature and presence 
of the chromophobic part. Bowen C2(ye) suggested two possibilities : 
(1) That the idiosome may arise as a differentiation product of the Golgi 
apparatus and (2) that the Golgi apparatus is constantly differentiated into 
two components which are only morphologically distinguishable with the 
present technique in the germ cells. Though Bowen found it difficult to 
decide between these two possibilities our results make it difficult to accept 
both the suggestions. The behaviour of the Golgi grains in the formation of 
a batonette in Clibanarius and the behaviour of the vesicle in Lycasiis during 
the formation of a batonette having no duplex stmeture suggest that the 
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idiosome is masked in the grain and the network and hence could not be 
resolved under the powers of the microscope. But when a granule enlarges 
into a vesicle both the parts become apparent. There also seems to be a 
relation between the chromophilic and chromophobic regions in the various 
shapes of the apparatxis. Thus the chromophobic part which appears when 
the grain enlarges into a vesicle may later be reduced to such an extent as to 
be absolutely invisible as in the case of the dictyosome in Lycasiis. It will be 
seen that the above concept is directly opposed to that of Moielle '24, 
'25& '26) who suggested that the space enclosed by the Golgi apparatus 
as a whole is the Golgi substance, the peripheral layer alone of which is blackened 
by osmic acid to give the characteristic appearances. And w-e also find 
no reason to concur with Beams and Goldsmith ('30) that the chromophobic 
part is a result of the immediate expression of the metabolic activity of the 
Golgi body, nor with Voinov's view ('25) that the whole comi>lex is to be 
viewed as a single thing—the idiosome being without any significance. The 
above suggestion also differs from Bowen's conception of the structure of the 
Golgi apparatus. The conclusion arrived at by Bowen is that' ‘ the Golgi apparatus 
is a substance which may be scattered through the cell in the form of discrete 
bodies, often plate-like in form, or the substance may be concentrated leading 
to a network with strands sometimes in all probability'^like mere threads, 
but at other times certainly spreading out to form extensive lamellar surfaces. 
In other words, the important thing is that the Golgi apparatus is a substance, 
the exact modelling of which in the cell is purely a matter of secondary in¬ 
terest Though agreeing with the lamellar structure of the batonettes and 
networks, we would like to add to Bowen's description that the idiosome 
masked in the granxile and present in the vesicle is secondarily reduced in the 
netw'ork. In other words, networks, like granules, are occasionally able to 
differentiate a chromophobic region or tubular networks with a chromophobic 
core to the strands may be present in some cells. 

Having cleared the ground thus far we shall proceed to a consideration 
of the probable nature of origin of the network. We believe that the papers 
of Bowen ('26fl, o.c.d&e), Ludford ('25a, '256, '27 & '31; Ludford and Cramter, 
'27), Nassonov ('23 & '24), Brambeh ('25) and others sufficiently demonstrate 
that during the final stages of secretion, the typical network becomes broken 
up into discrete bodies and that a new apparatus is re-organized from these 
elements (see also Text-Fig. 1). Hence the possibility of a similar origin 
by union of the discrete dictyosomes becomes at once apparent. 

Naturally considering the structure of the apparatus, the typical network- 
of somatic cells of vertebrates can only arise from batonettes of tlie type seen 
in Lyca$ih, Hirschler's postulate fails to account for the disap|>earance of 
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the chromophobic part and if we conceive of the formation of a network from 
batonettes in which the idiosomic substance is masked such a difficulty does 
not arise at all. Finally variations in the structure of the network as observed 
by various cytologists may also be correlated with the variations in the 
structure of the Golgi bodies as shown in the Plates. As shown 
diagrammatically below three interesting methods of formation may be prob¬ 
able, In the first type the double-rimmed batonettes by end to end union may 
give rise to hollow tubular networks as observed by Nassonov and Ludford. 
In the second, the batonette with no visible idiosomic component may, by 
a similar process of multiple fusion, give rise to typical networks as figured 
by Bowen ('26 a, 6, & c). Finally" there is also the distinct possibility that 
the vesiculated Golgi bodies found in Lycastis wliere the chromophobic part 
has been completely reduced as to be absent by niultiple folding may singly or 
by union with one or more similar bodies enlarge and give rise to networks 
by a mere process of expansion of the connecting chromophil threads. Our 
conclusions are given below in Text-Fig. 30 in a pictographic manner. 



Tkxt-Fig. 30.—A pictographic summary showing the three possible modes of evolution of 
the Golgi network. (Fig. 14, p. 69, Subramaniam and Gopala Aiyar, \936d,) 
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KEY TO LETTERING OF TEXT-FIGURES AND PLATES. 

/f.—Acrosome; -Acrriblast; fy»/'^.-*-Chromophuhic area between the two chromophiHc 

rims; -Chromopbobic rejyion in the cup-like area between the two arms of the U.: 

r/jr. -Chroniophilic rims: —Golgi apparatus; Golgi habuiette with the idiosome in 

contact with the cytfjplasm; —Golgi batonette with the idiosome lietween the two cliromo- 

phibc rims; .—Golgi batonette showing fusion of the two chromophilic rims leading to the 

fortnation of a batonette without any visil)le idiosomic component; -Golgi batonette with¬ 

out any visible idiosomic component: {hff -—Golgi granule without any differentiation into 
chromophilic and chromophobic regions; </.m.—Golgi mass: —(^>lgi bftdies having the 

shape of tw'o chromophilic rings <ine inside the other: i/.r.r - Golgi remnant; (/.t .- 
Golgi vesicles: Stages showing the formation of a (hilgi batonette 

by ruiJture of a (hdgi vesicle; m.—Mitochondria; m./.,.— Multiple folding of 

the wall of the vesicle and also the vcsiculated masses tliat are prodiicwl by such a pro¬ 
cess; ntj /.—Mitochondrial granules; —Stages in the process of folding 

of the wall of the Golgi vesicle leading to the formation of double-rimmed hatonettes; 
without a duplex structure; —Macromitosoine; wo/. Thread-like mitochondria: — 

Mitochondrial vesicles; u. —Nucleus; r.f/.flf.- Remains of the Golgi apparatus: s, —Secretion: 
/.(/.a. “Tubular strands of the Golgi apparatus; t-.i/.w. - Golgi ai)i)aratus presenting a vesiculated 
appearance; t\ —I.arge vacvioles formed by fusion of a large mtmher of mitochondrial vesicles* 

EXPI.ANATJON OF PUATFS. 

PI.ATK VIJ. 

Fig. 1.- A |M>rtion of Clibmwrius egg showing Golgi grannies, vesicles ami 
hatonettes. IS X Bellows extension 8^ Nassonov. (Original.) 

Fig. 2.-' /\ portion of an egg of Lyaistis with the Golgi vesiefes showing various 
stages of folding of their wall an<l also the resulting double-rimmed hatonettes. 

15 X Bellows extension 8''. Modiiied Champy. (Original.) 

Pi.ATK vin. 

Fig. 3.—A portion of an egg of I.ycastis showing double-rimmed hatonettes. 
hatonettes without any chromophohic component and vcsiculateti masses formed as 
a result of multiple folding. 15 X Bellows extension 8". Modibed Champy. 
(Original.) 

Fig. 4.-“A iM)rtion of an egg of Lycastis .showing double-rimmed hatonettes, 
hatonettes without any chromophobic component and vesiculated masses formed 
as a result of multiple folding. 15 X Bellows extension 8". (Original.) 

Pl,ATK IX. 

Fig. 5.— a ixirtion of an egg of hyaistis showing the fusion of the twi> rims 
of a douhle-rimmed batonette. 15 X Bellows extension 8'^ Mtxlified 

Champy. (Original.) 

Plate X. 

Fig. 6.— Showing mitochondrial granules and Golgi Uxlics having the shape of 
two cbromtH^hilic rims one inside the other. 15 X *00. Bellows extension 8". 

(Fig. 1], p. 68, Subramaniam and (krpala Aiyar, 1036</.) 

Fig. 7.—a portion of an egg of Lycastis showing various hkhIc.s of multiple 
folding of the walls of the ve&ic?e. 15 X Bellows extension 8^. (Original-) 
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Introduction. 

In a previous paper genic analysis of four characters of the two Bansi strains, 
162 and 167 and of Kala-Khapli 568 was reported, Kadam (1936). It was 
shown that the red grain colour of Khapli 568 was mono-dominant to the 
yellow grains of Bansi strains. .Similarly hairy glumes of Khapli were caused 
by a dominant gene. The black and red awns, in Khapli 568 and Bansi 
respectively, were the result of two dominant genes, the recessive alleles 
resulting in white awns. The black awn gene is epistatic to the red awn gene. 
The latter also catises red glumes and is not influenced by the black awn gene 
in this region. The genes for pubescence of glumes and black awns were 
completely linked. 

In the present paper genic analysis of three more characters of the Bansi 
wheat and of the Kala-Khapli 668 is presented. 

Material and Methods, 

The investigation reported in this paper was conducted at the Cereal 
Breeding Station, Kundewadi, Niphad. 

An improve'cl Bansi strain, 168, T. durum, Desf. var. hordeiforme. Korn., 
was used as a female parent. The strain is a pure line selection from the local 
Bansi wheat. The male parent was Kala-Khapli 568. It is a derivative 
from a natural cross between Khapli, T. dicoccum, and Baxi, T. durum, Desf. 
var. melanopus, Kadam (1936). 

Crosses between the two types were made during the season of 1932 
and ?! plants raised in 1933. In the succeeding year F» plants were raised 
from 6 Fi plants. To begin with, there were altogether 172 plants from the 
6 Fi plants, in the F* generation. Due to mortality in the seedling stage, 
only 166 plants reached maturity ; and out of these, only 110 plants were 
obtained which had well filled earheads. the rest either producing shrivelled 
earheads or very few seeds. In Fj, therefore, there were only 110 families. 
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The time of flowering and development of anthocyanin pigment was 
recorded in the breeding plot. The day on which the tip of awns was first 
seen was reckoned as the day of flowering. The articulation of rachis was 
studied in the laboratory. 

The Fj segregation shown here represents corrected frequencies based 
on the breeding behaviour of the 11(» F^ families. For economy of space, 
the behaviour of only 44 Fg families is shown. This was the largest population 
obtained from an Fj plant. 

Previous Work and Results, 

Anthocyanin Pigment, 

Comparatively few reports have appeared on the inheritance of antho¬ 
cyanin pigment in wheat. Kajanus (1918) reported red auricles of Maziiola- 
Americano wheat mono-dominant over the pale reddish auricles of Pearl 
variety. Jenkin (1925) found a segregation of 3 red : 1 golden straw plant 
in a natural cross in the Hen Gymro wheat. Goulden, Neat by and Welsh 
(1928) discovered duplicate genes, Pj and P^, for red coleoptile of H-44-22 
wheat in a cross with Marquis. The strain H-44-22 is a vulgare derivative 
from a Marquis X emmer cross. Quisenberry (1931) also detected duplicate 
genes for coleoptile colour in a cross involving Minhardi and H-44. The 
latter is related to H-44-32. It is, therefore, very likely that the genes 
reported by Goulden et al and Quisenberry are the same. 

In our material, Khapli 568 develops anthocyanin pigment on the plant. 
The development depends on environmental conditions. The irrigated plants 
develop a deeper shade than the i)lants grown under dry conditions. Similarly, 
the portion of the plant towards the sun develops more colour than the un¬ 
exposed portion. In Bansi 168 no colour develops on the plant except in the 
auricles and ligule. The colour in these parts develops in later stages. The 
Fj plants were coloured like Khapli 568 and in Fg monogenic segregation of 
coloured to colourless, like Bansi 168, occurred. The frequencies are shown 
in Table I. 

Table I. 

Segregation of coloured and green plants in the generation. 


Phenotype 

Observed 

Expected 

3:1 

X* 

P. between 

Coloured (A) 

89 

82*5 

2-048 

0-20&0 10 

Green (a) 

21 

27-5 
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Of the 44 Fa families, 14 bred true to colour and 9 gave green plants 
like Bansi 168 only. The remaining 21 cultures segregated monogenically 
like the Fj generation. The expected frequencies on the basis of 1 : 2 : 1 ratio 
are H homozygous coloured : 22 heterozygous coloured: 11 colourless. The 
X* is l»227 and gives a value of probability between 0*7 and 0-5. The 
behaviour of the heterozygous families is shown in Table II. 

Table II. 


Behaviour of heterozygous coloured plants in the generation. 


Culture 

No. 

1 Observed 

Expected 3 :1 

X* 

P, between 

Coloured 

Green 

Coloured 

Groon 

1—4 

—1 

8 

4 

9 00 

3-00 

0*4444 

0 -70 & 0-50 


4 

19 

8 

20*25 

6-75 

0 -3087 

0-70 & 0-50 

n 

5 

28 

2 

22 *50 

7-50 

5*3777 

0 -06 & 0 -02 


9 

14 

6 

15-00 

5-00 

0 -2666 

0-70 & 0-60 


16 

22 

12 

26-60 

8-50 

1-9214 

0-20 & 0-10 


18 

28 

8 

27-00 

9-00 

0-1481 

0-70 


19 

18 

4 

16-50 

5-60 

0-5453 

0-50 & 0-30 


22 

11 

4 

11 -25 

3-76 

0-0221 

0-90 & 0-80 


27 

20 

4 

18-00 

6-00 

0-8888 

0-50 & 0-30 


31 

14 

4 

13-50 

4-60 

0-0740 

0-80 & 0-70 


33 

27 

7 

25-60 

8-60 

0-3529 

0-70 & 0-60 


34 

30 

8 

28-50 

9-60 

0-3167 

0-70 & 0-60 


40 

16 

12 

21-00 

7-00 

4-7618 

0 -06 & 0 -02 


51 

11 

2 

9-75 

3-26 

0-6409 

0-60&0-30 

M 

52 

23 

7 

22-60 

7-50 

0-0444 

0-90 & 0 -80 

ff 

55 

30 

12 

31-60 

10-60 

0-2856 

0-70 & 0-60 


67 

23 

9 

24-00 

8 -00 

0-1666 

0 -70 & 0-60 
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Tabi,e II— {Contd.). 


Culture 

No, 

Observed 

Expected 3: 1 

X* 

P, between 

Coloured 

Green 

Coloured 

Green 

1-4-58 

21 

6 

20-25 

e>.75 

0-1108 

0-80 & 0-70 

„ 62 

22 

6 

21-00 

7-00 

0-1904 

0-70 & 0-50 

„ 65 

H 

5 

.14 -25 

4*75 

0*0174 

0-90 & 0-80 

„ 66 

21 

7 

' 21.00 

7-00 

0 .0000 

1*00 


2;X*16-8836 

0-70 & 0 -60 

Total 

420 

137 

417-75 

139-25 

0 -0483 

0 -90 & 0 -80 


It will be seen that all the families are in good agreement except 1-4-5 
and 1-4-40. But the total X*, for « = 20, show.s a value of P. between 0-70 
and 0 -50, indicating that all the families show essentially similar behaviour. 

The anthocyanin gene is designated A. 

Brittleness of Rachis. 

The two wild wheats, T. agiolopides and T. rficoccofrf^s are characterised 
by very fragile rachis and tight glumes. To a lesser extent fragility of rachis 
and hard shelling glumes are also found in the cultivated wheats, 
T. monococcum, T. dtcoccum, and T. Spelta. The Indian Khapli wheat, 
T. dtcoccum, var. Ajar, Mihi, has fragile rachis, like the Abyssinian emmer, 
with which it is identical, Percival (1921). 

Percival (1921) mentions that H. Vilmorin obtained fragile eared forms 
resembling T. Spelta, among the populations of Bl^ Seigle {T. vulgare) x 
Poulard B16 Buisson {T. turgidum) and Chidham d'automne [T. vulgare) x 
Ismagl (T. durum). 

hove and Craig (1919) recorded fragileness of rachis dominant over 
tough condition in crosses involving T. durum x T. dicoccoides and T. dicoc- 
coides X T. vulgare, and observed monogenic differences. In the F, of a 
cross between Early Red Chief {T. vulgare) x Marouani (T. durum) these 
investigators also recovered 2 plants, out of 113, with fragile rachis similar 
to those of dicoccoides. The segregation indicates the presence of three 
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duplicate genes, Love and Craig (1924) further crossed the synthetic dicoc- 
coiies with the true wild emmer and found duplicate genes for brittle rachis. 

Vavilov and Jakushkina (1925), in a series of crosses of T, persictm with 
other common wheats with tough rachis, observed marked dominance of 
fragile rachis of T, persictim in The segregations in subsequent generations 
indicated that the character is governed by several genes. 

In the present case Khapli 508 has fragile rachis while Bansi 168 has 
tough. The Fi was fragile, but was not so much in degree as the Khapli 
parent. The Fg consisted of both types of plants in a 5 : 1 proportion. The 
frequencies of Fg are sliown in Table III, 

Table III. 


Segregation of rachis nature in the generation. 


Phenotype 

Observed 

E.V|»ected 

3 : 1 

X* 

P. between 

Brittle (T) 

i 87 

1 

82 -n 

0 -982 

0 *50 ^ 0 -30 

Tough (t) 

1 

23 

27-5 




The agreement of the actual numbers witli the theoretical frequencies 
is good on a monogenic basis. 


Out of the 44 families in I'g, 12 showed ])urity for fragile rachis while the 
G families with tough rachis bred true. The remaining 26 families consisted 
of both the types of ])lants. The segregation of the heterozygous families 
is shown in Table IV. 

Table IV. 

Behaviour of the heterozygous Fg plants with brittle rachis 
in the Fg generation. 


Culture 

No. 

Observed 

_ _. 

i 

Expected .3:1 

X* 

P. between 

Brittle 

Tough 

Brittle 

Tough 

1-4-1 

9 

3 

9 00 

3*00 

0-0000 

1-00 

„ 13 

16 

11 

19-50 

1 

6-50 

4 -1537 

0 -05 & 0 -02 

» 16 

1 

6 

5 

7-60 

2-60 

3 -3333 

0 -10 & 0 -06 

M 17 

23 

8 

23 -25 

7-75 

0 -0106 

0 -95 & 0-90 
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Tablb IV— {ConU.). 


Culture 

No. 

Observed 

Expected 3: 1 

X* 

P. between 

Brittle 


Brittle 

Tough 

1-4- 

-18 

n 

m 

11 -26 

3-76 

0 -0221 


M 

19 

16 

6 

16-50 

5-50 



>? 

22 

19 

12 

23-25 

7-75 

3 -1074 

0-10 & 0-06 


23 

8 

3 

8-25 

2-76 


0 -90 & 0 -80 


27 

18 

6 

18-00 

6-00 


1-00 

n 

30 

10 

6 

11 -25 

3-76 

0 *5554 

0-60 & 0-30 


31 

10 

2 

9-00 


0 -4444 

0-70 & 0-60 


33 

27 

6 

24-76 

8-25 

0-8181 

0-60 & 0-30 

M 

34 

29 

18 

36-26 

11-76 

4 -4326 



36 

26 

12 

28-60 

9-60 

0-8772 

0-60 & 0-30 


38 

10 

2 

9-00 

3-00 

0 -4444 

0-70 & 0-60 

»» 

42 

32 

13 


11 -25 

0*3629 

0-70 & 0-60 


44 

14 

6 


5-00 

0*2666 

0 -70 & 0-60 

?> 

47 

19 

5 


6-00 

0 -2221 

0-70 & 0-60 


62 

16 

13 

i 

21-76 

7-26 

6-0804 

0-02 & 0-01 


56 

26 

n 

26-26 

8-76 

0 -2380 

0-70 & 0-60 


68 

20 

1 

H 

19-60 


0-0612 

0-90&0-8G 


59 

14 

mM 

19-50 

6-60 


0-02 & 0-01 


62 

24 

■ 

21 -00 


1-7142 

0-20 & 0 -10 


66 

21 

6 


6-60 

0-4612 

0*60 & 0-30 


ZJmS -8914 

0-10 & 0-06 

Total 

« * 

421 

177 

' 

448-60 


6-7446 

>0-01 
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It will be seen that most of the families show good agreement with the 
theoretical frequencies. There are, however, some families which deviate 
considerably from the expected behaviour. It should be explained that 
there were considerable difficulties in determining the nature of rachis in 
certain cases. Instances were found where an earhead would show part of 
its rachis fragile and the other part tough. Such cases, considered tough 
in Fj, turned out to be fragile in Fs, indicating difficulty in accurate 
classification. 

In order to determine accurately the nature of the rachis, it is essential 
that the earheads should be perfectly ripe and dry at harvest. Imperfect 
drying or immaturity influences fragility and this is most likely to occur in 
late maturing plants where there are ]^ossibilities of harvesting not fully 
ripe earheads. It will be noted that in families 13, 16, 22, 34, 52 and 59, 
showing dissorted segregation, the recessive class is in excess in every case. 
The families 16 and 34 are late maturing, while others segregate for earliness 
and lateness. Thus, in all of these late flow^ering plants appear and, therefore, 
there must have been some cases of imperfect ripening of plants resulting in 
incorrect diagnosis. Love and Craig (1924) experienced similar difficulties. 

In addition to the interference by the above environmental factor, genetic 
influence is also at work. It was observed that there were varying degrees 
of brittleness of rachis which defied attempts at classification, but neverthe¬ 
less connoting undoubted presence of modifying genes. Indeed, in similar 
crosses it has been possible to build up types which exhibit various inten¬ 
sities of brittleness of rachis. 

In two Fs families, 24 and 61, there were more plants with tough rachis 
than the brittle plants. These have been excluded, hence there are only 24 
families instead of 26 in Table IV. 

The genetic grouping of the Fs families, 12 pure brittle : 26 heterozygous : 
6 tough approximates expected frequencies of 11 : 22 : 11, giving a X® ™ 3 -090 
and a probability of 0*2. There is thus sufficient evidence to believe that a 
single major gene causes fragility of rachis and its recessive allele tough 
rachis. The gene is designated T. 

I^ all cases hard shelling glumes were associated with non-fragile rachis 
the reverse being the case with tough rachis. The gene T, therefore, causes 
hard shelling glumes also. 

Flowering, 

The inheritance of this character has been extensively studied by wheat 
investigators. Both earliness and lateness have been found to be dominant 
and either a simple or a complex inheritance has been observed. Farrer (1898) 
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was the first to observe the inheritance of flowering in wheat. He found 
Fj generation intermediate between the parents and a complex segregation 
in Fg. Studies by Thompson (1918, 1919, 1921) revealed dominance of 
lateness and transgressive segregation in both directions, the Fg indicating 
the presence of many genes. Harrington (1925) noted wide segregation in 
Fg of a Mindum x Pentad cross where the parents had the same heading 
time. Freeman (1918) mentions Fj and Fg intermediate, but nearing lateness. 
In a cross of durum X vulgare he found P'g exceeding the range of the late 
parent. I'reeman thinks that 3 or 4 genes may determine heading time. 
The experience of Bryan and Pressley (1921) was that Fg was intermediate 
and Fg was inclined towards lateness. Stephens (1927), working with three 
early and three late varieties, came to the same conclusion. 

Biffen (1905), Clark (1924), Florell (1924), Clark and Hooker (1926), 
Crescini (1930) and Nieves (1935) observed dominance of earliness. Biffen 
obtained 1:2:1 ratio of early, mid-late and late plants in Fg. Both Florell 
and Crescini, in one case, report 3 early ; 1 late segregation in Fg. The former 
mentions that minor genes are also present. Clark, and Clark and Hooker 
record complex segregation in Fg generation. Aamodt (1927) found an in- 
tere.sting case of two duplicate genes for earliness in a cross of Marquis 
with a Marquis-Kanred derivative. 

Pal’mova and Basova (1934) make the interesting observation that 
early wheats of southern regions, such as India, Syria, Australia, are dominant 
in inheritance, whereas those of the steppe may be either dominant 
or recessive. 

In our material Bansi 168 is an early strain and has an average heading 
time of 60 to 65 days, whereas Kala-Khapli 668 heads about a month later. 
The F'l plants were intermediate, but definitely inclined towards earliness. 
As has been stated under “Material and Methods’’ there were 156 plants in Fg 
but only 110 could be grown in Fg generation. Flowering of both the totals, 
along with the parents, is given in Table V, 

It will be seen that the early parent flowers from 66 to 77 days, most of 
the flowering taking place from 58 to 64 days. The mean flowering of Bansi 
168 is 64 days. The late patent, Kala-Khapli, commences heading tin the 
98rd day and continues upto 107th day, the mean flowering is 99 days. There 
is a clear cut difference in the flowering of the two parents. The Fg, however, 
shows an almost continuous range from the 66th to 109th day, with a mean 
of about 72 days. Most of the plants are grouped towards the left of the table 
indicating the dominance of earliness. A graphic illustration of flowering 
is given in Fig. 1. 
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Fig. 1.—Flowering of 9 Bansi 168, c? K. K. 568 and their F 2 generation. 

If the Fj population is apjiortioned in early and late groups by dividing 
it at the 77th day, the day on which the flowering of the early parent terminates, 
we obtain the flowering frequencies of early and late yrlants in the total of 
166 F, plants and in the 110 plants which were grown in F,. 

Table VI. 

Early and late plants in 150 F, plants and in the 110 plants which were 


grown in the F, generation. 


F, population of 

Observed 

Expected 3:1 

X* 

P. bet ween 

Early 

(E) 

Late 

(e) 

Early 

Late 

166 plants 

I 116 

40 

1 

117 

39 

0-0313 

0 -90 & 0 -80 

110 plants 

86 

24 

82-6 

27-6 

0-0694 

0-50 & 0-30 


It will be seen that on the basis of a monogenic difference both the totals 
of the Fj population show siitisfactory grouping in early and late plants. 


The behaviour of the 110 plants in F* clearly indicated that mainly a major 
gene is concerned in determining flowering with definite indications of the 
presence of minor genes. 

Among the 44 F, families, 10 were pure for earliness, 26 were heterozygous 
and 8 late. The behaviour of these families is shown in Tables VII, VIII and 
IX respectively. 

The mean flowering of the pure early families varies from 61 to about 
71 days, while the mean of the Bansi parent is 67 days. Thus there are 
families which are slightly earlier and later than the early parent. 






Tabi.k 



First date of flowering w'as December 18. 1983. 









Table VII. Homozygous early flowering families. 
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The flowering behaviour of the 26 heterozygous families is shown in 
Table IX. It will be observed that all of them show very wide ranges in flower¬ 
ing, All the Fg parent plants of these families were early. Not a single case 
of segregation of a late F, plant occurs, indicating the recessive nature of 
lateness. Most of the families did not show any definite segregation. This 
may be partly due to the smallness of populations, and partly to the presence 
of minor genes. The fact that the families definitely group themselves in 
homozygou.s early, heterozygous early and pure late in the ratio of 1 : 2 ; 1 
is a definite indication of the presence of a main gene. The gene pair for 
flowering is designated, Ee. 

Inter genic Relations. 

The anthocyanin gene A is inherited indej)endently. The unas.sociated 
segregation of plant colour and nature of racliis and of plant colour and flow’er- 
ing is shown in Table X. 

T.\ble X. 


Independent segregation of A and T and A and E. 


(^hara(‘t«r8 

] 

1 

Phenotypes 

X® 

1*. between 


AT 

At 

aT 

at 



Plant; colour (A) 

70*00 

19-00 

17-00 

4 -00 

-031 

0 -50 & 0 -30 

and nature of | 
rachis (Tj 

AE 

Ae 

aE 

ae 



Plant colour (A) 

69-00 

20-00 

17 00 

4 *00 

2-679 

0-50 & 0-30 

and dowering 
{E) 







Ex])cetod 

9 : : 3 : 1 

61 -JST 

20*02 

20-62 

0-87 




1 he gene T, for brittle rachis, is also independent of the gene for flowering. 
The segregation of T and E is shown in Table XI. 



Table IX. 

Heterozygous early flowerinlies 



First date of 6(>werlng was December 24» 1034. 
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TABtK XI. 


Independent segregation of T and E. 


Characters 

Phenotypes 

X2 

P. between 


TE 

To 

tE 

te 



Nature of rachis 
(T) & flowering 

(E) 

07 -OO 

TO-OO 

20 -00 

1 00 

1 *771 

0 *70 & 0 -50 

Expected 

9 : 3 : 3: 1 

61-87 

20 -62 

20 -62 

6-87 




Summary. 

1. The devclopinent of anthocyaiiiii ])igment on the ))lants of Kala- 
Khapli 508 is caused by a gene A. The recessive allele ]>roduces ])lanl like 
Bansi 168, which is colourless exce])1; in ligiile and auricles. 

2. The fragility of rachis in Kala-Kha])li is mono-dominant to tough 
rachis of Bansi 1G8. The action of the major gene, T, is influenced by minor 
genes. 

3. The average flowering period of Bansi 168 is from 60 to 65 days. 
Kala-Khapli 568 flowers about a month later. Earliness in the Bansi wheat 
is caused by a major gene, E, which is modified by subsidiary genes. All the 
late flowering plantvS breed true. 

4. All the three genes are inherited independently. 
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CHLOROPHYLL DEFICIENCIES IN SORGHUM— 
XANTHA AND PATCHY ALBINO. 
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Many types of chloroi)hyll deficiencies occur in .Sorghum. At Coimbatore, 
simple monogenic segregations have been obtained between normal chloro¬ 
phyll, and the following deficiencies, (1) Lethal White, (2) Lethal Virescent 
White, (3) Lethal Pale, (4) Lingering Lethal Pale, and (.5) Surviving Pale 
(Ayyangar and Aj^yar, 1932). In the Year Book of the Department of 
Agriculture, United States of America for 1936, in the chapter on Sorghum 
Improvement, John H. Martin reporting “ the results reported to or obtained 
by the writer in addition to those found in the literature, ” records mono, 
genic segregations between normal chlorophyll and (1) White, (2) Virescent 
and (3) Yellow. The yellows reported by the American workers are of two 
categories YiYi to Yjy, (inclusive) by Karper and Conner (1930) and Yjj'j 
and Y,3 ^j by Quinby and Karper (1934). The literature pertaining to 
YiYi and Y^y.^; (Karper and Conner, 1931) W'as available to the authors of 
this article. The other references are not available and it is ]X)ssible that they 
are of experiences “ reported to or obtained by ” Mr. Martin (1936). In 
this article two fresh experiences in continuation of those already reported 
from Coimbatore are recorded. 

Xantha. 

Xantha seedlings were first met with in July 1936 in the progeny of 
a single head of Sorghum coreaceum Snowden from North Rhodesia. The 
seedling counts gave, green I,2l0 and xantha 386. The xantha seedlings 
could be distinguished by the yellow colour of the seedling leaves, the yellow 
tint being in the neighbourhood of citron yellow (Ridgway, 1912). They 
could be spotted five days after sowing. The yellow seedlir^s begin to die 
off from the sixth day onwards, the maximum death being between the 
eighth and tenth days. In rare cases under favourable conditions, xantha 
seedlings linger to live on to a maximum of two weeks. Twenty-five per 
cent, of the xantha seedlings bad green stripings of sorts on one or both of 
the first leaf-blades, The leaf-sheaths were free from such striping. The 
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striping is longitudinal and may vary in width from 0.2 mm. to 3-0 mm. 
When so striped these seedlings could live a bit longer but never beyond a 
fortnight. 

Twenty-five selections were carried forward from the I'g and of these 
15 segregated once again giving the total figures, green 6,401, xantha 2,015. 
Thirteen out of the 15 segregates threw xantha seedlings with green stripes. 
The percentage of striped seedlings varied from 19 to 49 with an average 
of 34 *5. 

Estimations of chlorophyll and xanthophyll were made by methods 
similar to those adopted by Demerec (1925) on maize seedlings. The average 
of six determinations shows that the xantha seedlings had a chlorophyll 
content of 9-7 per cent, and a xanthophyll content of 97-8 per cent, 
in comparison with green seedlings. The height of the green seedlings 
(average of 100, eight days old) was 14 cm. and of xantha 9 cm. The 
root length of these seedlings was 13-5 cm. in the greens and 8-6 cm. in the 
xanthas. Hundred sc;edlings of the green grouj) gave an average weight (four 
determinations) of 22 -7 gm. those of a similar number in the xantha group 
weighing 12 •! gm. 

The gene producing this xantha seedling (which is a himple monogenic 
recessive to green seedling) has been designated jv, a symbol in the Vj series 
already in use by Karper and others. 

Patchy Albino. 

The occurrence of lethal albinos that arc absolutely white is common 
in cereals. In sorghum a new experience in which albino seedlings are 
albinotic in patches has been met with. The whole leaf does not turn white. 
The leaf remains green but develops erratic patches of chlorophyll-deficient 
areas on cither side of the midrib {vide illustration.) These patches tend 
to be elliptic. They often coalesce across the midrib and give the leaf-blade 
the appearance of being bajided. They are absolutely distinct from being 
“ zebra The patches are more mo.saic in general outline than definitely 
delimited like the zebra striping. Patchy albinos can be spotted in seed¬ 
lings 5 to 6 days old. The seedlings start by being green and develop the 
patches later on. The chlorophyll in these patches fades to a pale green 
at first and then to yellow and on to white. This deficiency is manifested 
in the seedling leaf-sheaths also in a faint manner. These patchy albino 
seedlings are poor in growth and begin to die from a fortnight to about 20 
days after germination. The i)atchiness being variable some seedlings that 
are sparsely patchy manage to live a little longer. In the shade and under 
care with nutrient solutions, a few seedlings could be kept alive for a maximum 
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period of two months. The growth at the end of this period is miserable 
and death is inevitable. 

The height of a seedling (average of 100 ) twelve days old, was 17 *3 cm. 
in the green and 12 *8 cm. in the patchy albino. The roots of the green seed¬ 
ling had a length of 15*3 cm. and of the albino 7*6 cm. The average weight 
of 100 seedlings (four determinations) was 19*1 gni. in the greens and only 
6*6 gm. in the patchy albinos. 

Segregations for this character have been met with in one South Indian 
variety belonging to the group of Sorghum RoxburghiiSt^i'ii. var. hums Stapf. 
and in one race belonging to the group Sorghum elegans (Koren) Snowden 
from the Tanganyika Province of South Africa. 

In the South Indian variety the F# segregation gave green seedlings 
758, patchy albinos 247. Selections from 25 green plants were carried for¬ 
ward and a third generation raised. Of these 25, sixteen segregated once 
again giving a total F 3 population of 5,630 greens and 1,822 patchy albinos. 
In the African race the Fg segregation gave 110 green seedlings and 34 patchy 
albinos. Four selections were carried forward to an F 3 and of these three 
segregated giving the following total figures, greens 718, patchy albinos 230. 
It is noteworthy that this new type of chlorophyll deficiency has been experi¬ 
enced both in an Indian and in an African race of sorghum. The gene 
responsible for the production of patchy albino has been designated al^. 
Al^ results in normal green seedlings. 

Summary, 

Two new types of chlorophyll deficiencies, viz., xantha and patchy 
albinos, have been met with in sorghum. Both are lethal. Xantha seed¬ 
lings are yellow in colour and are deficient in green chlorophyll pigment only. 
A gene designated y^^ is responsible for xantha seedlings. Yx results in 
the normal green seedlings. Patchy albinos differ from complete albinos 
in being greenish in colour with patches of albinotic areas. The gene re¬ 
sponsible for the production of these patchy albinos has been designated al^. 
Al^ results in normal green seedlings. 
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(Commumcatcd by Dr. K. Venkataraman, ph.D,, d.sc., p.i.c.) 

The study of the chemistry of the flavones, the great groui) of naturally 
occurring colouring matters, was originated by Piccard^ who isolated 
a yellow pigment, chrysin, from the leaf buds of the poplar {Populus pyra- 
midalis SaUsb., P. nigra Linn., P. monilifera Ait.), which contained 
chrysin to the extent of 0.5 per cent. On the basis of degradative and 
synthetic experiments KostaneckP assigned to chrysin tht? constitution of 
a 2-phenyl-5: T-dihydroxybenzo-y-pyrone (I). 2-Phenyl benzo-y-pyrone or 
flavone, the parent member of the series, has been found in nature as the 
meal or farina which occurs on the leaves, stalks and seed capsules of many 
varieties of Primula, e.g., P. puherulcnta, P, Japonica (Muller®) ; its synthe¬ 
sis had already been accomplished by Feuerstein and Kostanecki.^ vSince 
1873 numerous derivatives of flavone, having different numbers of hydroxyls 
or methoxyls or both in different positions of the molecule and in the form 
of glykosides, have been isolated from the roots, stems, barks, fruits, 
flowers and leaves of various medicinal and other plants ; to cite a few 
baicalein (II) from the roots of Scutellaria baicalensis Georgi, quercetagetin 
(III) from the flowers of Tagetes paiula, tricin (IV) from ' Khapli ’ wheat 
and rhamnetin (V) from the husks of Persian berries. Due to the wide 
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occurrence of the flavoncs in nature several methods for their synthesis have 
been developed by various workers, the more important being by Kostanecki 
and others,® Robinson and his puj)ils,® Baker,’ Mahal and Venkataraman,® 
Algar and Flynn® and Mahal, Rai and Venkataraman.^® 

Although so much is known about the chemistry of the flavone group 
and in spite of their wide occurrence in medicinal plants, e.g., ai)igenin (VI) 
and genkwanin (VII) in the Chinese drug ' Yuen-hua ' (Nakao and Tseng^^), 
which is reputed to have diuretic and anthelminthic properties and amar- 
belin in the seeds of Cuscuia reflexa Roxb. (AgarwaP*) also reputed to have 
anthelminthic properties, very little has been mentioned in literature about 
the pharmacology of this extensive series of natural and synthetic colouring 
matters. Koike*® appears to have been the first to study the pharmacology 
of the flavones ; he observed that they showed diuresis in normal rabbits 
and the diuretic action of the polyhydroxyflavones increased with increas¬ 
ing number of hydroxyls, Fukuda/* a little later, also confirmed the previous 
observation of Koike and found further that flavonols and their glykosides 
are cardiac stimulants, vaso constrictors, and increased the blood pressure. 

Ratnagiriswaran, Sehra and Venkataraman*® isolated a flavone, caly- 
copterin, from the leaves of Calycopteris floribunda reputed to have laxative 
and anthelminthic properties (Nadkarni*®). On the experimental results of 
Dr. K. Venkatachalam, Research Officer, Medical College, Madras, who 
found that calycopterin is toxic to round worms {A scans kmhricoides) 
suspended in a mixture of bile with aqueous sodium carbonate approximat¬ 
ing to the composition of the intestinal fluid in which the worms reside, they 

5 Kostanecki and others, Ibid,, 1898. 31, 1757; 1899, 32, 2448; 1904, 37, 3167. 

« Robinson and his pupils, /. Chem, Soc., 1918, 113, 859 ; 1924, 125, 2193, 
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II Nakao and Tseng. /. Pharm, ^oc. Japan, 1932, No. 602, 343; 1933, No. 608, 905. 

I* Agarwal, /, Ind, Chem, Soc„ 1936,13, 531. 

I* Koike, Folia Pharmacol, Japoiu, 1931,12, No. 1, 89, Breviaria, 6. 

I® Fukuii,"/4rc/K BxpiL Path, PharmakoU, 1932, 164, 685. 

I® Ratnagiriswaran, Sehra and Venkataraman, Biochem, /„ 1934,28, 1964. 

I® Nadkarni, Indian Materia Medica, p. 238. 
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suggested that calycopterin is the anthelminthic constituent of the leaves 
of Calycopteris florihunda. The present author and Venkataraman^’ liaving 
further shown that calycopterin is 6 : 4 -dihydroxy-3 : 5.7 . 8-tetramethoxy 
flavone (VIII), the study of the pharmacology, particularly the anthelmin¬ 
thic proj)erties. of flavones has been undertaken. 



(X) (XI) 


The flavones that have been studied in the present work are (a) chrysin 
(I) and genkwanin (VII) which are both phloroglucinol derivatives and are 
therefore of sjjecial interest as it is well known that filix derivatives, e.g., 
male fern, kamala and kausso, which have long been used as specific anthel- 
rainthics are phloroglucinol derivatives; (h) 7-hydroxyflavone (IX) and 
fi-hexyl-7-hydroxyflavone (X), derivatives respectively of resorcinol and 
hexylresorcinol, which are known antisejjtics. Along with the study of the 
pharmacology of benzo-y-pyrones or flavones, 4-methylumbelliferone (XI), 
a member of the closely related group of beuzo-a-pyrones or coumarins, has 
also been examined. 

The anthelminthic action of the compounds has been studied in vitro 
by (A) directly immersing round-worms (Ascaris lumbricoides), tape-worms 
(TeBftia serratu) and leeches (Hirudo tnedidtialis) in different concentrations 
of the solution of the substances, (B) by the use of Dale and Laidlaw’s 
apparatus.'* The results obtained in the experiments (A) and (B) show that 
the comjjounds do not have any anthelminthic properties; calycopterin 
itself has also been tried again and has likewise given negative results. 

” Mahal and Venkataraman, Cwr, Sek, 1935, 4 , 311. 

1* Dale and Laidlaw, /. Pharm. Bxper, Therap., 1912, 4 , 75. 
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Although these tests in vitro cannot be taken as a conclusive proof that the 
substances have no anthelminthic action, yet it is a fair indication against 
their being good anthelminthics. Owing to the very high cost of produc¬ 
tion of these compounds in stifficient quantities their tests in vivo have not 
been tried. 

Other physiological actions of these compounds have also been studied 
and it has been observed that they inhibit the movements of the isolated 
rabbit's gut and uterus in concentrations of about 1-140,000 (Plate XIII, 
Figs, 5, 6 and 7) ; cause dejuessioii in the blood pressure, increase the move¬ 
ments of respiration and cause contraction in the uterus of dogs in doses 
varying from 20-40 mg. per kg. weight of the body of the animals (Plates 
XIV and XV, Figs. 8, 9, 10, 11 and 12) and in concentrations varying 
from 1-100,000-500,000 inhibit the beats of an isolated frog's heart (Plate 
XVI, Figs. 13, 14 and 15). 

The antiseptic ])roperties of chrysin, genkwanin and 4-methyl-umbelli- 
ferone have been studied on the growth of B. coli and it has been observed 
that chrysin and genkwanin have no effect on the growth of the bacilli, but 
4-methylumbellifetone, however, inhibits the growth of the bacilli in 
1-1,000 concentration while in concentration 1-10,000 only a slight inhibi¬ 
tion has been observed. Germicidal properties of the compounds have been 
tested by the Rideal Walker's ydienol coefficient test and all the compounds 
are found to have phenol coefficients less than one. 

Experimental, 

Anthelminthic action of l-hydroxyflavone {IX), ^>-hexyl-l-hydroxyflavone 
(X), chrysin (/), genkwanin (F//), calycopterin [VIll) and i-methylumbelli- 
ferone {XI) — Method (^).—The compounds being insoluble in water, they 
were dissolved in minimum amounts of cold N/IO aqueous caustic soda and 
the stock solutions so obtained were further diluted to the required concen¬ 
trations by adding the requisite amounts of water, saline or Locke's solution 
depending upon whether the compounds were to be tried in water, saline 
or Locke's solution, 6-Hexyl-7-hydroxyflavone being insoluble even in 
caustic soda solution was used in the form of an emulsion in gum tragacanth. 
lOc.c. of each solution of different concentrations was i)laced in different 
watch glasses and 2-5 segments of tape-worms previously washed with saline 
were placed in each. Their activity was constantly watched and when they 
had completely stopped showing any physical movements they were 
removed from the watch glasses, washed with saline and put into fresh 
Locke's solution to see if they could recover their original activity. Leeches 
and round-worms, for the tests, were dipped into the solution in test-tubes, 
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plugged loosely with cotton, so that they could not come out of the solution. 
The results so obtained in a series of experiments with different compounds 
were as follows :— 

Table I. 


l~Hydroxyflavone, T-hydroxy-^^-hexylflavone, chrysin^ genkwanin^ 
calycopterin and ^-methylumhelliferone. 


Cone. 

1-1.000 

1-6,000 

1-10,000 

1-60,000 

1-100,000 

Control in 
distilled water 

Leeches .. 

+.+,+ 

-f. +»+.4“ 

4-I + .4- 


+ .+.4'* 

Quite active 
even after 

24 hours 

Round-worms 

+» 4' j -h 

-f.4-»+ 

+ .4-.+ 

4-,4’»4- 

4-, + ,4- 

Do. 


Table II. 


Effect of the compounds on tape-worms. 


Cone. 

1-1,000 

1-6,000 

1-10,000 

1-60,000 

1-100,000 

Control in 

j 

7-Hydroxyflavone .. 

4-» 4-, 4- 

+.4-.4- ' 

4‘»4‘,4“ 

4-, 4-» 4- 


distilled water 

Active for 

7-Hydroxy-6-hexyI' 
flavone 

+» 4-1 4- 

+.+.+ 

+ ,4“,4- 

4*,4-,4- 


46 — 60 mts. 

Oo, 

Chry.sin .. 

3, 6i 4,4 

7, 8, 10,+ 

.... 

13,16, 17, 4* 

4*.4*»4-.4- 

Do. 

GenUwanin 

fii +, +,4- 

10, 12, +,+ 

.... 

20, 26, 4-24- 

+.4-,4-.H* 

Do. 

Calycopterin 

4 ,4-»-hj4* 

■+,+.+,+ 

.... 

4*.+,4-,+ 

+ ,-f.4-,4' 

Do. 

4*Methylumbelli- 
ferone .. 

8*3*.4-,4- 

8*, 11*,+,+ 


16M6*. + ,4- 

20*. 4-, 4-.20* 

Do. 


Positive signs ( 4-) in the above tables show that the parasites were as active as In the control 
experiment; figures in the respective columns show the number of minutes taken by the parasites to die 
in the particular solution ; figures marked(*) show that the parasites stopped their activity during that 
time and recovered again within 6ve minutes when placed in fresh Locke’s solutiop. 

The results given above in Tables I and II were obtained when the 
solutions of the compounds were prepared in water but when the solutions 
were prepared in saline or lyocke’s solution the parasites were as active in 
the test solutions as in the control experiments. 

Method {B ),—The action of the drugs was studied on tape*worms in 
Dale and Laidlaw's apparatus.^ In a number of experiments that were 
carried out most inconsistent results were obtained. It was observed that 
in some experiments the inhibitory action of chrysin solution of 1-20,000 
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dilution was slower than that of l“-40.000 and the worms also regained their 
original movements when fresh Locke's solution was replaced in the bath 
where the worm was kept (Plate XII, Figs, 2 and 4); in others chrysin solu¬ 
tion of 1-20,00.0 dilution on the contrary activated the worm and 1-5,000 
was necessary to stop the movements (Plate XII, Fig. 3), while in still 
others even 1-5,000 concentration of the drug produced only a slight con¬ 
traction of the worm (Plate XII, Fig. 1). 

Similarly, genkwanin, 7-hydroxyflavone, O-hexyl-7-hydroxyflavcne and 
4-methylumbelliferone were also tried but showed no effect on the move¬ 
ments of the worms. 

Effect of lAtyiroxyfiavone, genkwanin and i-methylumbelliferone on 
rabbit's isolated gut and uterine movements, —Dale and Laidlaw's apparatus 
was used to study the action of these drugs on the intestinal and uterilte 
movements. The rabbit was killed by cutting its throat and allowing it to 
bleed to death. The small intestines were removed quickly, the intestinal 
contents washed with taj) water and the intestine cut in small bits about 
3-4 cm. long. The segments were immersed in I^ocke's solution and kept 
in the refrigerator when not in use. One of the segments was fixed in the 
inner bath of the apparatus with one of its end tied to the air inlet tube and 
the other to the recording lever by means of fine threads. Solutions of 
known amounts of each of the substance were then added at a time to the 
bath containing the segment. The effect of 7-hydroxyflavone and genk¬ 
wanin on rabbit^ s gut and of 4-methylumbelliferone is seen in Plate XII, 
Figs. 5, 6 and 7. The stibstances stopped the gut and uterine movements in 
concentrations of 1-140,000, while lesser concentrations produced corres¬ 
pondingly less effects on their movements. 

Effect of 7-hydroxyflavone and genkwanin on blood pressure and uterine 
movements of a dog. —A female pregnant dog (wt. 10 kg.) was anaesthetised 
with morphia-urethane. The left carotid artery was connected to a mercury 
manometer through a cannula to record the blood pressure and the right 
femoral vein was attached to a burette containing normal saline through 
another cannula. At the same time abdomen of the dog was opened and 
its uterus was connected by a fine thread to a lever arrangement to record 
its movements side by side with the blood pressure experiment. Then 
a concentrated solution of genkwanin dissolved in minimum quantity of 
10 per cent, aqueous caustic soda was injected into the animal through the 
right femoral vein. It was noticed that 100 mg. of the drug clearly produced 
depression in the blood pressure and contraction in the uterus (Plate XIV, 
Fig. 8) and the effect was proportional to the amount of the drug injected. 
Similar results were recorded with T^hydroxyflavone (Plate XIV, Fig. 9). 
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Effect of chrysin, genkwanin and i-methylumbelliferone on blood pressure 
and respiration of a dog. —The dog was prepared as in the previous experi¬ 
ment but the trachea in this case was connected to a tambour through 
a cannula to record the movements of respiration. Different amounts of the 
drugs were injected at a time and their effect recorded. It was found that 
200 mg. of each chrj'sin and 4-methylumbelliferone produced depression in 
the blood pressure and increased the movements of respiration (Plate XV, 
Figs. 10 and 12) but in the latter case certain amount of depression in the 
respiration was also noticed which soon recovered to normal; while the 
injection of 100 mg. of genkwanin raised the blood pressure for a very short 
time, again coming to its normal, and an increase in the respiration move¬ 
ments was clearly noticeable (Plate XV, Fig. 11). 

Effect of 7-hydroxyffavone, chrysin and genkwanin on the beats of an 
isolated frog’s heart. —A frog was pithed and its chest exjjosed ; two cannulee 
were next inserted one in the aorta and the other in the inferior vena cava. 
All the other blood vessels leading from, and con\ing to, the heart were liga¬ 
tured and the heart isolated from the body. A measured quantity of 
Ringer's sohition was then put into the cannula in the inferior vena cava 
and the aorta cannula was led into the former by meaps of a small piece of 
rubber tubing. The whole preparation was fixed on a stand in position, 
a pinch clip was attached to the apex of the heart and was tied to a heart 
lever by means of a fine thread and the heart beats were thus recorded on 
a smoked paper. The Ringer’s solution from the circulation was pipetted 
out as far as possible and the solutions of the substances of different concen¬ 
trations in Ringer’s solution were then added at a time instead. It was 
observed that 7-hydroxyfiavone, chrysin and genkwanin in concentrations 
1-200,000, 1-100,000 and 1-600,000 respectively inhibited the action of the 
heart (Plate XVI, Figs. 13, 14 and 15). A control experiment was also carried 
out with the maximum amount of caustic soda solution used to dissolve the 
substance in the above experiments (Plate XVI, Fig. 16) and showed practi¬ 
cally no effect on the beats of the heart. 

Antiseptic properties of chrysin, genkwanin and i-methylumbelliferone .— 
To three different sets of 4 test-tubes each, containing broth culture, was 
added chrysin, genkwanin and 4-methylumbelliferone so that each one of 
these compounds had a concentration of 1-1,000, 1-10,000, 1-100,000 and 
1-1,000,000 in the four different test-tubes of each set. The tubes were 
inoculated with a few days’ old B. colt culture and incubated at S7®C. for 
48 hours; a control was carried out along with it by inoculatit^ B, c(Ai to 
pure broth culture^ It was found that chrysin and genkwanin had no action 
on the bacilli) the growth in aU the tubes being as profuse as in the control 
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tube. In the case of 4-methylutnbelUferone, however, there was no growth 
in 1 - 1,000 concentration and a slight inhibition of growth in 1 - 10,000 concetu 
tration. 

Concentrations .. .. 1-1,000 1 - 10,000 1-100,000 1-1,000,000 

Chrysin .. .. ++ ++ ++ + + 

Gcnkwanin .. .. + 4 - 4 - 4 * 4 , 4 - 4 - 

4-Methylumbelliferone .. ~ - zf zf + + 4 - 4 . 

4 = growth ; — » no growth; T *» partial growth. 

A control experiment was also carried side by side with these experi¬ 
ments and showed profuse growth of the bacilli. 

Germicidal properties of chrysin, genkxoanin and i-methylumbelliferone ,— 
To determine the germicidal properties of the compounds, their Ricleal 
Walker*s phenol coefficient was determined in the usual manner. The test 
was carried out at 18”C. with about 24 hours’ old broth culture of B, typho¬ 
sus ; the results thus obtained are tabulated ‘below :— 


Time in minutes 


3 

H 

8 

10^ 

13 

15- 

Phenol 

1-105 


T 


- 

-- 

— 

Chrysin 

1-106 

+ 

+ 

+ 

4. 

"f 

+ 

Oenk-wanin 

1-106 

+ 

+ 

+ 

+ 


+ 

4-Methylumbellif erone 

1-106 


+ 

+ 

+ 

+ 

+ 

)» )> 

1-626 

+ 

+ 

+ 

+ 

+ 

+ 


Control profuse growth of the bacilli. 

4- « profuse growth as in the control. 

^ to partial growth. 

— « no growth. 

It was therefore evident from the above results that the phenol coeffi¬ 
cient of the compounds is less than one. 

Summary, 

The anthelminthic action of certain flavones has been examined in 
vitro, negative results being obtained. The compounds do not possess any 
antiseptic or germicidal properties; they inhibit the movements of isolated 
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gut and uterus ; intravenous injection of these compounds in dogs causes 
depression of the blood pressure, contraction of the uterus and increases the 
movements of respiration ; they inhibit the beats of an isolated frog's heart. 

The author wishes to thank Dr. B. B. Dikshit for his guidance in carry* 
ing out the present investigation and Dr. K. Venkataraman, Dr. T. S. 
Wheeler and Lieut.«Col. vS. S. vSokhey for their keen interest in the work. 
The author also wishes to thank the Trustees of the Lady Tata Memorial 
Fund for the award of a Scholarship to enable him to carry out this investi¬ 
gation. 
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Fig. 3. Fic. 4. 


Note the effect of 1-5,000 genkwanin and of chrysin on the movements of tape-worm 
Fig. 1, of 1-20,000 chrysin Fig. 2, of 1-20,000 and of 1-5,000 chrysin Fig. 3 and of 1-40,000 
chrysin Fig. 4. 
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Fig. 5. 


Fjg. 6. 


Fig. 7. 


Note the complete inhibition of the movements of an isolated rabbit's gut caused by 
1-140,000 chrysin Fig. 5 and 1-140,000 genkwanin Fig. 6; the effect of 1-14,000 4-methyI- 
umbelliferone on the movements of an isolated rabbit's uterus is seen in Fig. 7. 
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9 Pregnant dog, 10 kg., urethane-morphia ansestliesia. Tracings from above downwards—Uterine movements. Blood pressure, line marker 
10 seconds interval ^nd base line. Note the effect of intravenous iniection of 100 of eenkwanin FiV. H and 
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Fig. 16. Fic. IS. 


Mark the effect of 1-200,000 7-hydroxyfIavonc Fig. 13. 1-100,000 chrysin Fig. 14, and 
of 1-500,000 genkwanin Fig. IS on isolated frog's heart beat ; Fig. 16 show^s the effect 
of 1-1,000,000 NaOH on isolated frog's heart beat. 
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In .some previous communications from this Department—Joshi and Rao 
(1934), Kajale (1935), Joshi (1936), Joshi and Kajale (1937)—contributions 
have been made to the life-history of two genera of Amarantaceae, namely, 
Digera and AUernanthera. Papers on the first genus have also appeared by 
Naithani (1933) and Puri and Singh (1936). In the present paper it is 
proposed to consider a third genus Achyranthes. The species selected is 
Achyranthes aspera Linn. The anatomy of the vegetative organs of this 
plant has been described by Joshi (1931, 1934 and 1937), but so far no paper 
has appeared dealing with embryological or cytological features. 

All phases of the life-history of the plant have been studied from the 
initiation of the flower bud to the formation of the seed. A general 
resemblance has been observed with the structures found in AUernanthera 
and Digera. For this reason, the descriptions given are brief and only 
points of difference or of sufficient embryological or phylogenetic value are 
emphasised. 

The material was collected locally. It was fixed in Nawaschin's fluid, 
formalin-acetic-alcohol and some in absolute alcohol alone. An exhaust 
pump was used while fixing the material. The material fixed in absolute 
alcohol alone gave as satisfactory results as that fixed in other fluids. 
There was absolutely no plasmolysis. Usual methods for dehydration and 
infiltration with paraffin were followed. Sections were cut 6-16 /u thick. 
The slides were stained with Haidenhain’s iron-alum heematoxylin and were 
destained in a solution of picric acid according to Tuan’s method. 

Organogeny of the Flower. 

The various floral parts develop in acropetal succession and the dev¬ 
elopment corresponds to what has been described in Digera arvensis (Joshi 
and Rao, 1934) or AUernanthera sessilis (Kajale, 1936). The bracts appear 
first on the floral axis and are followed by bracteoles. Above the latter, 
the perianth leaves appear. The stamens arise to begin with as an annular 
outgrowth and only after some time their primordia become separate. The 
apex of the floral axis forms the nucellus from the base of which the ovary 
wall arises as a cup-like structure. As the wall develops, it narrows at the 
top and forms the hollow style and stigma. The latter develops the 
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glandular hairs after some time. The further development of the nuceUus is 
accompanied by the formation of a long basal funicle and the differentiation 
of the two integuments in a basipetal order. The ovule begins to curve 
just as the primary archesporium differentiates (Fig. 11). 
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Figs. 1-3, parts of transverse sections of anthers at various stages of developmertt. 
Fig. 1 shows the cutting off of the primary wall cells. Fig. 3 shows the' differentiation of 
the tapetum and Fig. 2 an intermediate stage. Fig. 4, part of a longitudinal section of a 
mature anther wall. Fig. 5, 2-nucieate pollen in section. Pig. 6, 3-nucleate pollen in 
section; the tube nucleus is beginning to degenerate. Fig. 7, a pollen grain in surface view. 
Fig. 8, longitudinal section of an ovary with an ovule at the 2-nutleate embryo-sac stage. 
Figs. 9-12, longitudinal sections of the nucellus from different floiwers showing a multi¬ 
cellular archesporium and cutting off of the primary wall cells. Figs. 1-3 and 9^12, 

X 825; Fig. 4, X 670; Figs. 5-7, X 1340; Fig. 8, X 85. 

Microsporogenesis. 

The primary arche.sporium in each of the four lobes of an anther in a 
transverse section consvst.s of 2-4, generally 3, cells. Longitudinal sections 
of an anther show that it extends from 8-10 cells. It has thus the form of 
a plate 8-10 cells long and 2-4 cells broad. Thus it is more extensive than 
in Digera arvensis, where there is only one row of archesporial cells in each 
anther-lobe according to Naithani (1933) and Puri and Singh (1935). 

The primary arche.sporial cells cut off primary wall cells towards the 
outside and primary sporogenous cells towards the inside (Fig. 1). The 
former by periclinal divisions form two layers. The outer one below the 
epidermis forms the fibrous endothecium of the mature anther (Fig. 4), 
while the inner one divides once more periclinally (Fig. 2). The resulting 
inner layer towards the sporogenous cells functions as the tapetum, just as 
has been described by Joshi (1936) in Rivina and Joshi and Rao (1936) in 
Gisekia. The layer of cells in between the tapetum and the fibrous endo¬ 
thecium is disorganised very early. The cells of the fibrous endothecium 
develop punctate markings on their inner walls (Fig. 4), as has been noted 
in Chenopodium album by Bhargava (1936). 

The tapetal cells are uninucleate to begin with, but attain the binucleate 
condition as the pollen-mother cells enter the first reduction division. They 
show signs of degeneration as the pollen tetrads are being formed and by 
the time the pollen grains mature they disappear. There is no iieriplas- 
modium formation. More than two nuclei were not seen in any tapetal 
cell. Sometimes two tapetal cells are closely i>ressed against each other 
and appear as one cell with 4 nuclei, but a closer examination always reveals 
the correct nature of such cases. 

Simultaneously with the differentiation progressing in the anther wall, 
the primary sporogenous cells divide twice mitotically to form'microspore- 
mother cells. Each of these cells completes the heterot 3 rpic and the homo- 
typic divisions in the normal manner. The four nuclei resulting from these 
divisions become connected by secondary spindle fibres which disappear as 
the cytokinesis begins. From the time of the heterotypic division onwards, 
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the cell wall of the pollen-mother cells becomes progressively gelatinised as 
reported in Digera arvensis by Puri and Singh (1935). This gelatinous 
sheath gradually disorganised as the pollen grains separate off from each 
other. 

The cytokinesis takes place by furrowdng. The cleavage furrows apjrear 
at the periphery of the microspore-mother cells and extend up to the centre 
to separate the 4 pollen grains. These are generally arranged in a tetra¬ 
hedral fashion, but sometimes isobilateral arrangement is also seen. 

The mature pollen grains differ considerably in size, their diameter vary¬ 
ing from 14-20 /x. They are 3-nucleate a.4 in the Centrospermales in general 
(Fig. 6). The tube nucleus shows an irregular outline and is already 
beginning to degenerate. The male gametes do not show any distinct 
sheath of cytoplasm and thus appear to be only naked nuclei. They are 
very much elongated and are curved in various fashions. They appear 
banded due to the peculiar distribution of the chromatin. 

The exine in sections of the pollen grains shows deeply staining radiat¬ 
ing lines, which in sufrace view are seen to form a network (Figs. 6 and 7), 
In each mesh of the net there is one germ pore. The total number of germ 
pores in each pollen grain is about 25-30. 

The Ovule. 

The ovxile when fully differentiated shows a form which in many 
respects appears as campylotropous, but it also shows some characters of 
anatropy. It may, therefore, be described as ana-campylotropous. There is 
a long basal funicle and the ovule hangs from its top with the chalazal face 
placed against one side of the top of the ovary (Fig. 8). 

The nucellus is fairly extensive. Its chief feature of interest is the 
formation of a cap due to the division of epidermal cells. This feature 
seems to be characteristic of the whole family Amarantaces?, as it has 
already been noted in Digera (Joshi and Rao, 1934) and AUernanihera 
(Kajale, 1936). The formation of the epidermal cap begins during the 
development of the megaspores (Figs. 13 and 17). Its thickness varies 
from 2-3 layers of cells. 

The ovule has two integuments. The inner integument is 2 cells 
thick throughout its length, except at the micropylar end, where it is thicker. 
It alone takes part in the formation of the micropyle. The outer integument 
for the major part of its length is 3 cells thick. It is thicker at the micro¬ 
pylar apex, and in the region of the chalaza, it consists of 4-6 layers of cells. 
During the early stages of embryo-sac development in the chalazal region of 
the ovule, a prominent air-space is seen between the two integuments. 
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Another air-space may be seen between the inner integument and the 
nucellus* During the further growth of the ovule, however, these air-spaces 
disappear due to the pressure exerted from the inside by the expanding 
nucellus and no trace of them is seen during the development of the embryo. 
The presence of similar air-spaces has been recorded in Chenopodium by 
Bhargava (1936), and Maheshwari (1936) writes that Bhargava has also seen 
it in some other members of the Amarantaceae, but the names of the plants 
are not cited. 

Megasporogenesis and Embryo-sac, 

The archesporium in the ovule generally differentiates as a group of 
2-5 cells (Fig. 9). All these archesporial cells are not always of hypodermal 
origin. Sometimes sub-hypodermal archesporial cells are also developed 
(Fig. 12). Multicellular archesporium is also commonly found in Digera 
(Joshi and Rao, 1934) and AUernanihera (Kajale, 1935). Wall cells are 
cut off only from the hypodermal archesporial cells. vSimultaneous 
differentiation of 2-3 megaspore-mother cells is of frequent occiirrence 
(Figs. 10 and 11), but ultimately only one develops further (Fig. 13). The 
rest merge into the surrounding tissue. In one.case only, two megaspore- 
mother cells were found to enter the heterotypic division together. This 
is shown in Fig. 17. The right-hand megaspore-mother cell has completed 
the heterotypic division, while the nucleus of the second cell is in synixesis. 

The primary wall cells by periclinal divisions form about 3-4 layers of 
parietal tissue. 

The megasj)ore-mother cell gives rise to the dyad in the normal manner. 
The homotypic division takes place in the chalazal dyad cell only. In this 
manner, only 3 megaspores are formed (Figs. 15 and 16), as in AUernanihera 
sessilis (Kajale, 1935), Gompherena decumbens (Fischer, 18S0) and Amarantus 
blitum (Dahlgren, 1916). So far only in Digera arvensts in the family 
Amarantaceae a complete tetrad of megaspores has been observed, but even 
in that plant sometimes the micropylar cell of the dyad does not divide any 
further (Joshi and Rao, 1934). The selection of the megaspore is of the 
fixed type and the chalazal megavSpore alone has been found to develop into 
the embryo-sac. The other two megaspores degenerate (Fig. 16). The 
development of the embryo-sac corresponds to the normal type (Figs. 18-23). 

The egg is a flask-shaped structure with much vacuolated cytoplasm 
(Figs. 23 and 25), as noted in Bcerhaavia diffusa by Maheshwari (1929). The 
synergids are hooked* Besides showing the normal structure, they are of 
interest in rarely showing egg-like vacuolation (Fig. 24), as in Tamarix 
(Joshi and Kajale, 1936) and Gisekia (Joshi and Rao, 1936). Full literature 



Figs. .—Achyranihes aspera, 

Fifif. 13, megaspore-mother cell in synhesis. Fig. 14, a megaspore-mather cell 
supported by another sporogetious cell. Fig. 15, linear rdw of three megaapores^ 
Fig. 16> uninucleate embryo-sac and two degenerating megaspores. Fig. 17, an 
abnormal case where two megaspore-mother cells have simultaneousiy developed. One is 
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in the syntzesis stage and the second has produced a dyad. Pigs. 18-22, various stages in 
the development of the emhryo-sac. Fig. 23, a mature embryo-sac showing an egg-cell, 
a synergid, secondary nucleus and three antipodals slightly towards one side. Fig, 24, 
micropylar'part of the embryo-sac showing normal and egg-like synergids. Both are ho'oked. 
Fig. 2S,,,micropylar part of the embryo-sac with the egg-cell and an egg-like synergid. 
Fig. 26,'-the same showing two synergids with ‘ filiform-apparatus’. Fig. 27, micropylar 
half of an embryo-sac showing double fertilisation and accessory sperms. X 825. 

on this .subject is cited in these papers. In synergids of one embryo-sac 
‘ filiform apparatus ' was clearly seen, though the presence of such apparatus 
has not been noted in other investigated members of the family (Fig. 26). 
The polar nuclei fuse before fertilisation. The secondary nuclexts always 
lies in the chalazal half of the embryo-sac (Fig. 23). The antipodals are 
three in nximber. They are at first placed at the chalazal extremity of the 
embryo-sac, but on the beginning of secondary elongation in the embryo-sac 
the antipodals are left on one side (Fig. 23), as in Digera (Joshi, 1936), and 
Alternanthera (Kajale, 1935). 

Fertilisation. 

The pollen grains are caught among the glandular hairs of the stigma. 
There they germinate and put forth a pollen-tube, which passes down the 
hollow style and makes its way to the egg-apparatus through the nucellus 
and micropylar apex of the embryo-sac. It traverses right up to the base of 
the egg before discharging its contents. The male gamete concerned in 
fertilising the egg enters it from the chalazal side (Fig. 27), as noted in 
Alternanthera sessilis (Joshi and Kajale, 1937). The process of fusion is 
rather slow and sometimes the endosperm nuclei are formed before fusion 
of male and egg nxiclei has been completed (Fig. 28,) The second male 
gamete fuses with the secondary nucleus. Thus the primary endosperm 
nucleus is a definite product of triple fusion (Fig. 27). During fertilisation 
both the gametes change in shape and become more or less spherical. The 
83 Tiergid 8 at this stage are not generally obserx'ed. Rarely, however, they 
persist even after fertilisation, as also noted in Alternanthera sessilis 
(Joshi and Kajale, 1937). The penetration of accessory pollen-tubes into an 
embryo-sac sometimes can be concluded from the pre.sence of extra < sperms 
in some embryo-sacs (Fig. 27), 

Embryo. 

The embryo development in Achyranihes does not differ in essential 
points from that descried in Alternanthera and Digera (Joshi and Kajale, 
1987), and corresponds to the Chenopodiaceous-ty^ of Schnarf (1929). The 
oospore divides transversally resulting in two cells (Fig. 29). The micro¬ 
pylar cell now divides and a row eff 3 cells is formed (Figs. 30 and 31). 



Figs, 2B-40^--A chyranthes aspera. 

Fig. 28, micropyiar half of the embryo-sac showing development of the endosperm 
even before the fusion of the egg-nucleolus and the sperm is complete. Figs, 29“39, 
various stages in the development of the embryo. Fig. 40, a longitudinal section of a 
mature seed showing the form of the embryo, a layer of endosperm over the radicle and 
the pensperra; Figs* 28-38, X 825; Fig* 39, x 670; Fig. 40, X 37. 
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By further transverse divisions a proembryo of 6-7 cells is organised 
(Figs. 32 and 33). 

The embryo proper results from further differentiation of 3 apical cells. 
The rest of the cells form a long suspensor of 12 or more cells (Fig. 38). This 
remains uniseriate throughout its development unlike Amarantus caudatus 
(Woodcock, 1931), AUernanthera and Digera (Joshi and Kajale, 1937). 

Out of the 3 cells which form the embryo proper, the apical cell forms 
the cotyledons and plumule. The hypocotyl and the greater part of the 
radicle is develoi^ed from the penult^ate cell. The third cell which func¬ 
tions as hypophysis completes the root tip. 

Occasionally, four cells take part in the development of the embryo 
proper (Fig. 35). Development in these cases agrees closely with the 
embryo development in Chenopodium Bonus-H enricus described by 
SoufegeS (1920). 

The first longitudinal wall, in the normal cases, appears in the penulti¬ 
mate cell of the proembryo (Fig. 34). Where 4 cells take part in the 
development of the embryo, the first longitudinal wall appears in the third 
cell from the apex (Fig. 35). The differentiation of dermatogen, periblem 
and plerome (Figs. 37-39) takes place in the same fashion as in Digera and 
AUernanthera (Joshi and Kajale, 1937). 

The structure of the mature embryo differs slightly from that of Digera 
and AUernanthera. In the latter two plants, the embryo ultimately assumes 
the form of a horse-shoe and surrounds the perisperm. In Achyranthes, 
there is a slightly excessive growth of the cotyledons. They penetrate 
further into the perisperm than in AUernanthera and Digera (Fig. 40). Some 
starch is deposited in all parts of the embryo. It is more abundant in the 
cotyledons than in the hypocotyl and the radicle. The starch deposition in 
the primary layers of the embryo is very peculiar. In the region of the cotyle¬ 
dons more starch is deposited in the periblem and dermatogen than in the 
plerome. In the region of hypocotyl and radicle, it shows just the reverse 
distribution. It is more abundant in the plerome than in the dermatogen or 
periblem. In the apical region of the radicle there is no deposition of starch. 

Endosperm and Perisperm. 

The primary endosperm nucleus divides in a free nuclear fashion and 
forms about 16 nuclei before the first transverse division of the egg. Wall 
formation in the endosperm begins at the micropylar end and extends right 
up to the chalazal extremity. Thus the endosperm becomes cellular through¬ 
out its length, as in Digera, and differs from that of AUernanthera sessilis 
(Joshi and Kajale, 1937). As the development proceeds, most of the endo¬ 
sperm is utilised by the growing embryo. In the mature seed, it is left as 
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one or two layers of cells surrounding the radicle in a cap*like fashion 
(Fig. 40), just as in Amarantus catidcUus sketched by Woodcock (1931). 

A considerable part of the nucellus of the ovule is left behind in the 
centre of the mature seed as perisperm (Fig. 40), but its form is not exactly 
spherical or pyriform as in Amarantus, Digera or AUernanthera. The 
greater growth of the cotyledons in this genus results in a deep furrow on 
one side in the even outline of the perisperm seen in other plants. Starch 
is abundantly deposited in the perisperm cells. 

Summary. 

The anther development of Achyranthes aspera agrees with that of 
Digera arvensis, but the archesporium is more extensive. In each anther- 
lobe, it extends from 8 to 10 cells in length and 2 to 4 cells in breadth. The 
mature pollen grain is 3-nucleate. The tube nucleus begins to degenerate 
early. The male gametes are without any sheath of cytoplasm and have 
banded appearance. The exine is reticulated. There are about 26-30 germ 
pores, one situated in each mesh of the reticulum. 

The ovule is ana-campylotropous and provided with a loi^ funicle. 
The nucellus shows an epidermal cap. Of the two interments, the outer 
is thicker than the inner. The micropyle is formed by the iimer integument 
only. Between the two integuments an air-space is seen in the chalazal 
region. Sometimes a second air-space is also present betw’een the inner 
integument and the nucellus. The primary archesporium consists of 
2-5 hypodermal or sub-hypodermal cells. A parietal cell is cut off. The 
megaspore-mother cell forms a row of 3 megaspores. The lowermost devel¬ 
ops into the 8-nucleate embryo-sac in the normal manner. The synergids 
are hooked and a filiform apparatus has been seen in one case. Besides 
the normal vacuolation, they sometimes show egg-like structure. The 
secondary nucleus is always situated in the chalazal half of the embryo-sac. 
The antipodals agree with those of Digera and AUernanthera. 

Fertilisation and embryo development corresponds to that in AUernan¬ 
thera and Digera. The penetration of accessory pollen tubes into an 
embryo-sac is observed in this genus also. The endosperm becomes cellular 
throughout its length. The form of the mature embryo differs slightly 
from that of Digera or AUernanthera. More starch is deposited in the 
cotyledons than in the hypocotyl. In the cotyledons it is more abundant 
in the periblem than in the plerome, while in the hypocotyl it is mote 
abundant in the plerome than in the periblem. 

In conclusion, I take this opportunity of expressing my thaxdcs to 
Prof. A. C. Joshi for his kind interest and help in the invest^ation. 
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SoNNERATiACEAS is a small family of the Myrtiflorese. According to Engler 
and Prantl (1898, 1908), it includes four genera, Sonneratia, Duahanga, 
Xenodendron and Crypieronia, comprising about a dozen species. All these 
are found in the tropics, the monotypic genus Xenodendron being confined 
to New Guinea and the rest being mostly restricted to the Indo-Malayan 
region. Hutchinson (1926) in his recent .system of classification has sepa¬ 
rated the genus Crypieronia into a separate family Crypteroniaceae and the 
family Sonneratiacese as defined by him includes only three genera. 
Bentham and Hooker (1S62-G7), on the other hand, include these genera 
in the family Lythracese, to which there is little doubt that these are very 
closely related. As the writer had been recently studying the embryology 
of the family hythracese (Joshi and Venkateswarlu, 1935 a, 1936 6, 1936 c, 
1936), it was thought desirable to study the family Sonneratiacese also from 
the comparative point of view and to see how far its embryological features 
agree with those of the Lythraceae, 

The previous work on this family is limited to an investigation on 
Sonneratia apetala Linn, by Karsten (1891). His observations, however, 
are very fragmentary and also partly erroneous as pointed out by me in 
preliminary notes (Venkateswarlu, 1936«, 1936 J) relating to the plants 
described in the present paper. 

The present paper deals with the two chief genera of the family, namely, 
Duahanga and Sonneratia. The species studied are Duahanga sonnera- 
tioides Ham., and Sonneratia apetala Lamk. The material of the former was 
collected by me from i>lants growing in the Royal Botanical Gardens, 
Sibpur, Calcutta, during the months of April 1933 and May 1936 and was 
later supplemented by a fresh amount kindly sent by Mr. I. Banerji of 
Calcutta University. The material of Sonneratia apetala was collected by 
me in April 1936 from jilants growing wild in the salt marshes near Calcutta. 
Material of both the plants was fixed in Nawaschin’s fluid and Allen's 
modified Bouin’s fluid. Haidenhain’s iron-alum-hsematoxyUn with or with¬ 
out a counter-stain of light green was used for staining the'sections. 

206 . . 
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Development and Structure of Pollen, 

The primary archesporium consists of a sub-epidermal row of cells in 
each of the four lobes of the anther, as may be seen from the longitudinal 
and transverse sections of young anthers (Figs. 1 and 2). In Sonneratia 
apetala there are about 10 archesix)rial cells in this row, in Duabanga sonne- 
raticides about 20-25 cells. The first division of the primary archesporial 



Figs, 1-7, 

Fig, 1, Dxiubanga sonneraiioidcs, longitudinal section of an anther-lobe showing the 
primary archesporium. Some archesporial cells near the base have cut parietal cells. 
Figs, 2“4, Sonneratia apetala, transverse sections of various stages in the development 
of an anther-lobe. Fig. 5, Sonneratia apetala, .1-nucleate pollen grain in section along the 
shorter diameter. Figs. 6-7* Duabanga sonneraiioides, bi-nucleate pollen grains cut aloiig 
the longer and the shorter diameters respectively. Figs. I & 4. X 450 ; Figs. 2 & 3, X 600; 
Figs, 5-7, X 1,600. 
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cells is periclinal and results in an outer layer of primary parietal cells and 
an inner layer of primary sporogenous cells. The primary parietal cells by 
periclinal divisions ultimately form 3-4 cells thick wall between the epideimia 
and the tapetum (Fig. 4). The inner layers of the wall are formed by narrow 
flattened cells which get crushed with the growth of the tapetum and sub- 
epidermal wall layer. The primary sporogenous cells undergo a number of 
divisions in all planes and give rise to a large amount of sporogenous tissue. 

The origin of the tapetum could not be followed definitely. Usually 
it consists of a single layer of cells, but sometimes here and there it is 
2-serL'ite just as was seen in some Lythracete (Joshi and Venkateswarlu, 
1936). At about the time when pollen-mother cell nuclei enter synizesis, 
the nuclei of the tapetal cells divide once mitotically, just as in the majority 
of other angiosperms (Cooper, 1933) and become bi-nucleate. 

During the formation of pollen grains, the anthers undergo the usual 
increase in size and the cells of the epidermis and the .sub-epidermal wall 
layer divide anticlinallj* to keep pace with the general increase in size of the 
anther. The sub-epidermal layer in the later stages develops into the 
fibrous endothecium. The wall layers below it are crushed and the tapetum 
degenerates without forming any periplasmodium. 

The pollen grains separate and round off before the differentiation of 
intine and exine takes place. The first division of the nucleus in the pollen 
grains takes place after the full differentiation of intine and exine and the 
attainment of almost their maximum size. In Sonnerafia apetala, it takes 
place just before the dehiscence of the anther. At the time of shedding, 
the pollen grains are 2-niicleate. No membrane or wall between the vege¬ 
tative and generative nuclei is seen at this stage. 

The mature pollen grains are slightly elongated along one diameter. 
The exine is thick. The surface is smooth in Dmbanga sonneratioides, 
while it is rather rugged in the case of Sonneraiia apetala. Further the 
pollen grains of the two plants differ remarkably in size. The mature 
pollen grain of Duabanga sonneratioides measures about (6/a along the 
shorter diameter and 20 }>. along the longer diameter. In Sonneratia apetala 
it measures about 30 fi along the shorter diameter and 36 f* along the longer 
diameter. There are 3 germ poi;es iri the exine of each pollen grain arranged 
in an equatorial fashion. Their sections, therefore, along different diameters 
give rise to different appearances just as in Amtnania baccifera (Pigs. 6-7). 
The intine protrudes out through the germ pores. The pollen gmipa of 
Sonneraiia apetala have been tested for starch, which is present in consider¬ 
able amount. 
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Degenerations in the young sporogenous tissue in the anthers are quite 
common in Sonneratia apetala. 

. Structure of the Gynoecium and the Ovule. 

The ovary is semi-inferior. Usually it is described to be manj'-celled 
(10-20-celled) in Sonneratia (Engler and Prantl, 1898; Hooker, 1879, 
Haines, 1922). During the present investigation, in Sonneratia apetala it 
was found to be only 6-6-celled (Fig. 8). Karsten (1891) also describes 
it to be 6-celled. In Duabanga sonno'otioides, according to Engler and 
Prantl (1898), Hooker (1879) and Haines (1922), the ovary is 4-8-celled, but 
in the material examined by the writer it was found to be often up to 
10-celled. In Sonneratia apetala the midribs of the carpels, which alternate 
with the septa, slightly protrude into the loculus of each carpel (Fig. 8), 
though these are not as prominent as in the ovary of Lagerstrcemia (Joshi 
and Venkateswarlu, 1935 c). The placentas are, axile and vets' much 
enlarged. There is no suggestion of a parietal or sub-basal placentation as 
described by Rendle (1925). The style is bent upon itself in bud as in some 
Eythraceae {Lawsonia, Neseea, Lagerstrcemia, etc.) and bears a 6-10-lobed, 
capitate stigma in Duabanga sonneratioides and a large, umbrella-shaped 
stigma in Sonneratia apetala. 

In Sonneratia apetala the ovules are anatropous with a small bend in 
the chalazal region towards the raphe, a fact also observed by Karsten 
(1891). They are also slightly flattened towards this side. The funicle is 
very long and in the chalazal region there is often a small space left between 
the outer and the inner integuments. The space may be only on one .side 
(Fig. 10) or on both the sides (Karsten, 1891, Fig. 88). The ovules of 
Duabanga sonneratioides are also anatropous in their form, but they are 
completely cylindrical. They develop long prolongations of their integu¬ 
ments at either end, so that the seed becomes divided into a body or nucleus 
and two tails (Fig. 11). In Sonneratia: apetala, there is no such development. 
In both plants, the ovules are two-integuraented and ascending. However, 
one case was met with in Sonneratia apetala, where one of the ovules was 
found to be in the orthotropous condition at the megaspore-mother cell 
stage, while all the neighbouring ovules had become anatropous. This 
ovule also deviates from the rest in only having a single integument (Fig. 9). 
This eanctly coincides with an exceptional case observed in the case of 
Nesaa,niyrti/oHo Qosid and Venkateswarlu, 1936, Fig. 80). In Duabanga 
somoratmde^ occasionally an ovule is found to be descending. 
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Figs. 8-10,— Sonneratia apetala. Fig. 8, transverse section of ant every showing 6 loculi 
and the carpel midribs projecting slightly into the cavities ; Fig. 9, part of Fig. 8 on a 
higher magnification showing an arthotropous ovule besides a normal one ; Fig, lOt longi¬ 
tudinal section of an ovule at the mature embryo-sac stage showing its form, micropyle 
and the air space between the two integuments near the chalaza. Figs. 11-14, —Duabanga 
sonneratxoidcs. Fig. 11, longitudinal section of an ovule, showing the form, micropyle, 
nuccllus, conducting strand and prolongations of the integuments ; Fig. 12, transverse 
section of an ovule showing two nucclli within common inner and outer integuments; 
Fig. ’13o, longitudinal section of the upper part of an old ovule showing the long, 
straight micropyle; Fig. 13b, the micropylar part of Fig. 13o at a higher magnification 
showing the spiral and raticulate thickenings of the cells composing the inner 
integument ; Fig. 14, part of a longitudinal section of the seed-coat from the side 
of a seed. Fig. 8, X 12 ; Figs. 9 & 13o, X 64 ; Fig. 10, X 36 ; Fig. 11, X 160 ; 
Figs. 12 & 13b, X 360 ; Fig. 14, X 640. 

The micropyle is formed by both the integuments, as in the Lythracese 
(Joshi and Venkateswarlu, 1935 6, 1935 c, 1936). In Sonneratia apetala, the 
micropylar canal formed by the inner integument is not in a line with that 
formed by the outer. Thus the micropyle becomes somewhat zig-zag 
(Fig. 10), just as in the I^ythracese (Joshi and Venkateswarlu, 1936). In 
the case of Duabanga sonnetatioides, the micropylar canal, though slightly 
curved in the early stages, is long and perfectly straight in the later stages 
(Figs. 11 and 13a). Both the integuments about the time of fertilisation 
are 2 cells thick, except at the micropyle, where the outer integument is 
3 cells thick. Their development and structure in the seed is described 
later. 

The nucellus in the ovules ready for fertilisation consists of about 
5-6 layers of cells above the embryo-sac. On the sides of the embryo-sac 
there are about 3-4 cells in Duabanga sonnetaiioides and 7 or 8 cells in 
Sonneratia apetala. Below the embryo-sac there are about 8-10 cells in 
Duabanga sonnetatioides and 40-50 cells in Sonnetatia apetala. In this 
region a strand of elongated cells with rich protoplasmic contents is differ¬ 
entiated in Duabanga sonneratioides and is quite similar to the conducting 
strand described in the Lythracese. Such a strand of cells is not differen¬ 
tiated in Sonneratia apetala. On the other hand, there takes place a great 
increase in the number of cells in this region and the ovule becomes bent 
towards the raphe (Fig. 10). 

Two nucelli within an ovule have been observed in one case in Duabanga 
sonneratioides. In this exceptional case both the inner and outer integu¬ 
ments were common for the two nucelli (Fig. 12). Similar cases are quite 
common in the I^ythraceae and have been seen in Cuphea lanceolata, Cuphea 
peHolata (Mauritzon, 1934), Lagerstramia indica and Nesma myrtifolia 
(Joshi and Venkateswarlu, 1935 c, 1936). 
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Figs. LS-lfi, primary archesporium ; Fig. 19, two ntegaspore-mother cells in one 
ovule; Fig. 20, a nucellus with a inegaspore-mother cell in the heterotypic division 
(metaphase) and also showing tlie presence of extra-nuclear karyotin bodies: Fig. 21, 
a nucellus showing a dyad, the upper cell being small and the lower being bigger; 
Fig. 22, a dyad with its lower cell dividing ; Fig. 23, a dyad with the upper cell 
dividing; the lower cell has already completed its division; Fig. 24, a row of 3 megaspores, 
the upper being 2-nucleate; Fig. 25, a T-shaped tetrad of megasporcs ; Fig. 26,1-nucleate 
embryo-sac with the nucleus in telophase; Fig. 27, 4-nucleate embryo-sac; Fig. 28. lower 
part of an embryo-sac showing the antipodal cells and the lower polar nucleus; Fig. 29, 
embryo-sac after the disappearance of the antipodals; Fig. 30, a mature embryo-sac; Figs. 
15-21 and 26-30, X 640; Figs. 22-25, X 720. 

Development and Structure of the Embryo-sac. 

The number of primary archesporial cells in an ovule is generally more 
than one, but occasionally in Duabanga sonneratioides only one (Fig. 16). 
The.se cells are mostly hypodermal in origin, but occasionally sub-hypo- 
derraal cells are also found with archesporial characters (Figs. 15, 17, 18, 31 
and 32). As in the Lythraceae (Joshi and Venkateswarlu, 1936 b, 1935 c, 
1936), usually only one archesporial cell develops further, cuts off a parietal 
cell by a periclinal division and becomes the megaspore-mother cell. The 
rest of the archesporial cells merge into the ordinary’ micellar cells, but in 
Duabanga sonneratioides the non-functional archesporial cells sometimes 
begin to degenerate instead of merging into the nucellus. Fig. 17 illustrates 
an ovule with a sub-hypodermal group of 3 archesporial cells, out of which 
one cell (on the left) is seen to degenerate. Fig. 18 shows a case of an ovule 
showing two hypodermal and two sub-hypodermal archesporial cells out of 
which the former are seen to degenerate and the latter develoj) further. This 
feature has not been observed in any I^ythraceae. 

Exceptions to the above usual condition are frequently met with as in 
the Eythracese. Fig. 19 shows a case of two megaspore-mother cells lying 
side by side in an ovule of Duabanga sonneratioides. Fig. 34 shows a similar 
case in Sonneraiia apetala. In both the above cases, it seems that two 
adjacent hypodermal archesporial cells have developed and have cut off 
parietal cells. Fig. 36 illustrates a case of two advanced megaspore-mother 
cells with their nuclei in synizesis in an ovule of Sonneratia apetala. How¬ 
ever, no instances of double embryo-sacs as in some Lythraceae (Joshi and 
Venkateswarlu, 1936 b, 1935 c) have been observed in these plants. 

The primary parietal cell first divides either anticlinally or periclinally 
(Figs. 19 and 38). A number of antidinal and periclinal divisions follow 
and make the parietal tissue 4-8 cells thick in the fully formed ovules. No 
tapetal layer is found to be formed around the megaspore-mother cell. Only 
in Duabanga sormeraiioides, as mentioned previously, a conducting strand 
is developed in the ohalazal region of the nucellus. 
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Figs. 31-32, primary archesporium; Fig. 33, megaspore-mother cell; Figs. 34 & 35, 
two megaspore-mother cells lying side by side; Figs. 35-J8, advanced megaspore-mother 
cells showing the pre.sence of the extra bodies in them; Figs. 39 & 40, linear tetrad of 
megaspores at different dcveloperaental stages. Fig. 41, 4-nucleate embryo-sac showing 
the extra body; Figs. 42 & 43, lower parts of two young embryo-sacs at different 
stages showing the antipodals, lower polar-nucleus and the extra body ; Fig. 44, embryo- 
sac after the disappearance of the antipodals with the extra body ; Fig. 45, micropylar 
part of an embryo-sac showing egg-apparatus and the two still unfused polar nuclei 
near it; Fig. 46, a mature embryo-sac. Figs. 31-39, X 640 ; Figs. 40-46, X 360. 

The niegaspore-iHother cell stage lasts for a long time. In Sonneratia 
apetala, a great increase in size is witnessed in this cell and it crushe.s to 
some extent the surrounding cells of the nucellus. The protoplasm becomes 
also very much vacuolated (Figs. 35-38). The nucleus, wdren it enters the 
synizesic stage, is usually found in the micropylar end of the megaspore- 
mother cell. The heterotypic division also consequently takes place in the 
micropylar region and results ip a small upper dyad and a big lower dyad 
cell (Figs. 20 and 21). This recalls a similar condition observed in Wood- 
fprdia florihunda, Nescea myrtifolia (Jashi and Venkateswarlu, 1936) and 
Cuphea lanceolata (Matiritzon, 1934). The tetrad formation has been closely 
followed in Duabanga sonneratioides. The chalazal cell undergoes the homo- 
typic division much earlier than the micropylar dyad cell (Figs. 22-24). The 
tetrad is generally linear, but sometimes in Duabanga sonneratioides it is 
T-shaped. Rarely it seems that the w'all formation between the daughter 
nuclei of the micropylar dyad cell fails to take place. This gives rise to a row 
of 3 megaspores, the ui)permost being 2-nucleate and the lower two being 
uni-nucleate (Fig. 24). A similar case was figured by Mauritzon (1934, 
Fig. IK) for Peplis portula. The chalazal megasiwre of the tetrad is 
always the functional one. It is very much elongated in Sonneratia apetala. 
The other megaspores are always found to degenerate. 

The development of the embryo-sac corresponds to the normal type. 
The antijwdals are organised into definite cells (Figs. 28, 42 and 43). These 
degenerate very early and completely disappear (Figs. 29, 30, 44 and 46) by 
the time the polar nuclei come together as in most Lythraceae. The polar 
nuclei meet each other about the middle of the embryo-sac, move upwards 
and take their position near the egg-apparatus (Figs. 29, 44 and 45). Ulti¬ 
mately they fuse in this position to form the secondary nucleus which lies 
just below the egg-apparatus (Figs. 30 and 46). The movements and 
behaviour of the polar nuclei correspond to that exhibited by members of the 
Uythracefe. The cells of the egg-api)aratus also resemble those of Lythracese. 
The mature synergids bear prominent hooks and a small vacuole in their 
apices besides the chalazal vacuole characteristic for angiosperms in general. 
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The egg is flask-shaped, with a large micropylar vacuole and a small 
nucleus lying in the scanty cytoplasm at its chalazal end. 

The form and size of the embryo-sac differs in the two plants. It is 
broader at the chalazal end and narrower towards the micropylar end in 
Duabanga sonneratioides (Fig. 30). In Sonneraiia apetala, it is greatly 
elongated and is equally broad throughout its length (Figs. 44 and 46). 
At the time of fertilisation, it measures about 166 p long and about 70/i 
broad (at the broadest point) in Duabanga sonneratioides, and about 250^ 
long and about 40 fi broad in Sonneraiia apetala. 

One very interesting fact about the embryo-sac of Sonneraiia apetala 
is the presence of some extra bodies besides the nuclei. They are found to 
be present from the megaspore-mother cell stage to the mature embryo-sac 
stage. They do not stain deeply with hsematoxylin, but remain pale. The 
shape of these bodies is varying (Figs. 36-46). Fig. 36 shows the presence 
of a single such body in a megaspore-mother cell and Fig. 37 of 3 such 
bodies in an enlarged megaspore-mother cell. Sometimes these bodies have 
been found to be surrounded by a vacuole (Fig. 36). Fig. 38 illustrates 
a case of a megaspore-mother cell in which its nucleus and the body in 
question occupy the micropylar and chalazal ix>les 'with a large central 
vacuole separating them. Further this body persists through the tetrad 
and other stages of the female gametoph 5 rte (Figs. 40-46). The origin and 
nature of these bodies could not be determined. Karsten (1891) also 
figures similar bodies. He described them as oily-looking. 

Although no such bodies are found in the embryo^sac of Duabanga 
sonneratioides, certain small extra-nuclear karyotin bodies staining jet black 
with hsematoxylin have constantly been found to be present in the mega- 
si)ore-mother cells and dyad cells (Figs. 20 and 21). These may be or may 
not be surrounded by a hyaline space. These are most probably extrusions 
of the nucleolus during the prophasic stages of the heterotypic division. 

Fertilisation, Endosperm and Development' of Embryo and Seed. 

The above-mentioned phases of the life-history have been followed only 
in Duabanga sonneratioides. 

Fertilisation ,—Karsten (1891) has made some observations on ferti¬ 
lisation in the embryo-sgc of Sonneraiia apetala, which differ from the results 
obtained in the present, investigation. He found that the embryo-sac, in 
which fertilisation takes place, bore through the nuceBus by a micropylar 
projection and become situated just below the nucellar epidermis. He 
further states that the formation of any such aggressive process fails to take 
place in ovules the embryo-sacs of which are not fertilised. He pfoceecto 
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to add that the pollen tiibe pierces through this process and advances to 
the egg which remains at the base of the process. This statement has also 
been incorporated in a recent review of fertilisation by Dahlgren (1927). 

The present investigation shows Karsten’s observation to be incorrect. 
Numerous ovules have been examined at the time of fertilisation, but no 
such process as observed by Karsten could be found. It appears that 
Karsten had mistaken the broad pollen tube to be the micropylar process 
of the embryo-sac. He was not able to see any such process in ovules in 
which fertilisation does not take place because in such cases it is quite 
natural that no pollen tubes advanced to the embryo-sacs. Some ovules 
with mature embryo-sacs ready for fertilisation in Sonneratia apetala have 
also been studied, but even a beginning of such a process could not be found 
in any one of them. 

The fertilisation is porogamous. Normal double fertilisation .-.takes 
place. The pollen tube is very broad and enters by way of the long micro- 
pyle. On reaching the apical end of the embryo-sac it proceeds towards 
one of the synergids and never passes directly to the egg-cell. The broad 
end of the pollen tube presses upon the synergid and discharges its contents 
into it. The attacked synergid becomes filled and swollen with dark 
contents (I'igs. 47 and 48) and appears like a structureless mass though 
retaining the outer form, while the unattacked synergid remains intact. It 
appears that the male nuclei always pass through the attacked synergid. 
The synergid breaks at its chalazal end and the contents flow over the eggs. 
Ultimately one of the male nuclei is found to reach the egg nucleus and the 
other male nucleus reaches the secondary nucleus. The fusion of the sperm 
nucleus and the egg nucleus is very slow and for a long time they remain 
distinct in the egg. On the other hand, the fusion between the second male 
nucleus and the secondary nucleus is completed earlier. The unattaeked 
synergid degenerates and disappears, while the dark-looking, structureless, 
attacked synergid is seen to be present until the endosperm is formed 
(Fig. 48). In this are found often X-bodies probably representing the 
fragmenting synergid nucleus and the tube nucleus. 

Endosperm .—The development of the endosperm is similar to that 
found in the Lythraceoe. The primary endosperm nucleus divides even 
before fusion between the sperm nucleus and the egg nucleus is completed. 
One of the daughter nuclei passes to the chalazal end, while the other goes 
to the micropylar end. They divide mitotically forming a number of 
nuclei. The.se remain mostly restricted to their respective poles and only 
a few migrate to the sides of the embryo-sac. C 3 rtopiasm also acaimulates 
at these poles just as in the Uythraceae. On the sides it remains very thin. 

B4 V 
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Figs. 47 & 48, upper parts of longitudinal sections of two ovules showing stages in 
fertilisation and early stages of the development of the endosperm ; Fig. 49, nuclear endo¬ 
sperm with the polar accumulations ; Fig. SO, longitudinal section of an embryo-sac 
showing cellular endosperm and an advanced embryo; Figs. 51-60, longitudinal sections 
of various stages in the development of the embryo; A, hypophysis ; «, mother-cell of the 
hypophysis. Figs. 47, 48 & 59, x 300 ; Fig. 50 X 133 ; Fig. 51, X 600 ; Figs. 49, 52-58 
& 60, X 533. 

The micropylar accumulation is a little more pronounced than the chalazal 
one and contains a larger number of nuclei (Fig. 49). 

The endosperm is nuclear in early stages. Dttring the advanced stages 
of the embryo-development, it becomes cellular (Fig. 60). The central 
cavity of the embryo-sac never gets filled up vnth endosperm. 

Embryo .—The development of the embryo is also found to agree with 
that of the Tythracese. The first division in the oospore is transverse and 
takes place after a number of endosperm nuclei are formed. This division 
is followed by one or two more transverse divisions. The pro-embryo thus 
becomes 3-4-celled. 

The terminal cell forms the embryo proper. It divides by two longi¬ 
tudinal divisions giving rise to the quadrants. A transverse division in 
each of the quadrants forms the octants (Fig. 53). Just as in the Lythracese, 
the four superior octants later form the cotyledons and the stem tip, while 
the four inferior octants produce the hypocotyl and the primary root except 
its apex. The hypophysis is formed by the superior daughter-cell of the 
penultimate cell of the pro-embryo. It differentiates very early, just as the 
octants are formed. The hypophysis cell is lenticular and separated from 
its sister cell by a curved wall. In its form and early development, along 
with the Lythracese, it resembles the Onagracese (vSoufeges, 1920). The 
difference between the hypophysis in the Onagraceae and these plants is 
that in the Onagraceae the hypophysis is formed by the penultimate cell of 
the pro-embryo directly, while here it is formed by its superior daughter- 
cell only. 

The differentiation of the three histogenic layers proceeds as in the 
Lythraceie. The dermatogeu differentiates earlier in the inferior octants by 
peridinal divisions (Fig. 65). The differentiation of pletome also takes 
place much earlier in the hypocotyl region. The stem tip is formed very 
late. The hypophysis cell first divides transversely giving rise to two 
superposed daughter-cells, which later divide and form a plate of cells. The 
superior cells this plate form the periblem of the root apex and the 
inferior cells form the dermatogen and the root cap. 
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The suspensor is formed by 1 or 2 cells of the pro-embryo not taking 
part in the development of the embryo proper and the sister cell of the 
hypophysis. These cells do not seem to undergo any transverse divisions. 
Thus, the suspensor remains short. The suspensor cells, however, divide 
longitudinally, the sister cell of the hypophysis dividing first and the rest 
following it. This form of the suspensor (Fig. 60) agrees with that of species 
of Ammania belonging to the section Rotala (Joshi and Venkateswarlu, 
1936), and Cuphea (Mauritzon, 1934). 

Structure of the mature seed. —The mature seed of Duahanga sonnera~ 
tioides is a minute filiform structure measuring about 4 m.m. in length. It 
is prominently tailed at both the ends, each tail measuring about one-third 
of the whole length of the seed. The endosperm and the nucellus are 
destroyed completely by the growing embryo. The mature seed, therefore, 
is exalbuminous. 

The structure of the seed-coat is different in the micropylar region 
from that of the rest of the body. At the sides, the cells of the outer layer 
of the outer integument become greatly elongated and a very darkly stain¬ 
ing stubstance, probably tannin, is densely deposited in them. The cells 
of the inner layer of the outer integument divide irregularly and contain 
some crystals. The cells of the outer layer of the inner integument remain 
small in size and their walls are thickened, while the cells of the inner 
layer increase a little in size and a certain substance is deposited in their 
cavities (Fig. 14). 

In the micropylar region, the cells of the outer integument do not 
change very much, while the inner integument shows some very interesting 
changes. The cells of the inner layer of this integument remain narrow and 
elongated, A darkly staining substance, propably of the nature of tannin 
is deposited in them. The cells of the outer layer increase in size and dev¬ 
elop spiral and reticulate thickenings on their walls (l"ig. 136). These thicken¬ 
ings are always developed in all mature seeds of this plant. They resemble 
somewhat similar thickenings developed in the endothecium of the stamens 
in angiosperms. Similar structure of the micropyle has not been previously 
recorded in any other angiospernious plant nor such thickenings have been 
noticed in the cells of the inner integument in any region. Such develop¬ 
ment, however, has been seen in the cells of the outer integuments, arils, 
caruncles and seed hairs of several plants such as Luminitzera racemosa 
(Karsten, 1891), Acorus (Netolitzky, 1926), etc. 

Conclusion, 

From the above account it can be at once seen that the embryological 
features of the family Sotmeratiaceae agree even in details with those of the 
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Lythraceae. The structure and development of the anther, the form and 
structure of mature pollen, the primary archesporium in the ovule, the 
development of the megasporc-mother cells (even the occasional development 
of more than one megaspore-mother cell), the structure and development 
of the nucellus, the formation of parietal tissue, the tetrads, the structure 
and development of the embryo-sac, particularly the structure of the 
egg-apparatus, the behaviour of polar nuclei and the early degeneration of 
the antipodals, the structure and formation of the endosperm (nuclear 
in the early stages, cellular in later stages and the formation of polar 
accumulations), the development of the embryo, particularly the differen¬ 
tiation of the hypophysis, and lastly the structure of the seed and testa 
at the sides show very- striking similarities. On embryological grounds there 
is nothing to separate these genera from the I.ythracese. 

Summary. 

The plants studied are Duabanga sonneratioides Ham. and Sonneratia 
apetala Lamk. 

The primary archesporium iti an anther-lobe consists of a h^^podermal 
row of about 10 cells in Sonneratia and 20-25 cells in Duabanga. The 
anther-wall outside the tapetum is 4-5 cells thick. The tapetum is of the 
secretion type. The mature pollen is two-nucleate. The exine bears 
3 germ pores arranged in an equatorial manner. Starch is abundantly seen 
in the mature pollen grains of Sonneratia apetala. 

The semi-inferior ovary is 5~6-celled in Sonneratia apetala and up to 
l()-cel1ed in Duabanga sonneratioides. The ovules are numerous and borne 
on large axile placentas. They are anatropous, ascending, two-integu- 
mented and possess a moderate amount of nucellus. Both the integuments 
form the micropyle. The parietal tissue above the embryo-sac is 4-5 cells 
thick. There is a chalazal strand in the nucellus oi Duabanga sonneratioides. 
The nucellus and consequently the ovule in the chalazal part in Sonneratia 
apetala shows a marked bend tow^ards the side of the raphe. The mature 
ovule of Duabanga sonneratioides is prominently tailed at both of its ends. 

The primary archesporium generally extends to more than a single cell, 
but usually only one of them develops further. Occasionally two mega- 
spore-mother cells have been found to develop simultaneously. A linear or 
T-shaped tetrad is formed. The chalazal megaspore forms the embryo-sac. 
The development of the embryo-sac is normal. The antipodals degenerate 
early. The form and structure of the egg-apparatus and the behaviour of 
the polar nuclei corresponds to that of the Lythraceae. A peculiar pale 
staining body is present in the megaspore-mother cell and persists even up to 
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the embryo-sac stage in Sonneratia apetala. The fertilisation is porc^amoiis. 
Double fertilisation and triple fusion take place. No aggressive micropylar 
process of the embryo-sac as mentioned by Karsten is formed in either of 
the species studied. 

Endosperm is formed before the fusion of the male and the egg nudei 
is complete. It is at first nuclear. Eater it becomes cellular, but the 
central part of the embryo-sac is never filled up with cells. In the nudear 
stage, the endosperm forms prominent polar accumulations. 

The development of the embryo is according to the Capsella-tyTpe and 
agrees with that of the Eythraceae in details. 

The seed is exalbuminous. In the seed-coat of Duabanga, the cells of 
the inner integument in the region of the micropyle develop spiral and 
retiailate thickenings. Such a development has not been previous^ 
recorded for any other angiospermous plant. 

On the whole the embryological features of the Sonneratiacese show no 
differences from those of the Eythracese. 

In conclusion, the writer wishes to express his sincere thanks to 
Professor A. C. Joshi for his kind interest and helpful suggestions during 
the progress of the investigation. He is indebted to Mr. I. Banerji of Calcutta 
University for a part of the material of Duabanga sonneratioides. He is also 
thankful to Dr. F. Netolitzky of Cemauti, Roumania, for some information 
about the structure of the seed-coat provided in a letter to Prof. A. C. Joshi. 
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In a previous communication* attention was drawn to the possibility of 
employing the conductometric method for the estimation of urea in physio¬ 
logical fluids. The present study relates to the extension of the method for 
the estimation of micro (piantities of arginine in physiological fluids and 
proteins. 

Among the methods available for the estimation of arginine mention 
may be made of the gravimetric method of Kossel and Staudt,® the alkali 
distillation method due to van Slyke,*® and the arginase method of Jansen.® 
The last method as improved by Hunter and Dauphinee® is the one of 
choice in view of the fact that the determination involves the use of the 
specific enzyme arginase. The van Slyke procedure does not always give 
reliable values, as for instance, when applied to its determination in the 
non-protein nitrogenous fraction of various plant materials (Bhagvat and 
Sreenivasaya®). The method also gives erroneous values when applied to 
the determination of arginine in the basic fraction in the usual van Slyke 
procedure for proteins (Plimmer^). Kossel’s method is time consuming .since it 
involves the isolation of amino acid and is liable to errors. The colori¬ 
metric method of Weber^* is rather unreliable when applied to protein 
hydrolysates and phj'siological fluids ow’ing to the presence of interferii^ 
substances. Very recently the manometric method of Krebs* has been 
applied by Hunter and Pettigrew® for the determination of arginine in 
proteins, making use of the manometric gas analysis apparatus of van 
Slyke and Neil. The conductometric method, which can be applied for the 
determination of micro-quantities of arginine, possesses distinct advantages 
over other methods, with regard to rapidity, quantity of research material 
and accuracy. 
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Experimental. 

Arginase .—The press juice obtained from a fresh ram's liver was 
diluted ten-fold and after centrifuging the clear liquid was concentrated 
by freezing (Sastri*), to about half the volume of the original press juice. 
The extract prepared in this way was found to be very active and retained 
its activity on storage in the ice chest for several weeks. The extract was 
dialysed in collodion bags before use. 

Urease .—The so^^a enzyme used in this investigation was prepared 
according to the procedure of van Slyke and Cullen.A dialysed 10 per 
cent, extract of the preparation tvas employed. 

A mixture of enzymes arginase and urease in the ratio of 2 : 1 by 
volume was used throughout. Such a mixture was found to retain 
its activity on storage in ice chest for several weeks. 2 ml. of the 
enzyme mixture was incubated in a conductivity cell for three hours 
with 4 ml, of aspergine and gl 3 ''cine, to test its deamidase and deami¬ 
nase activities respectively. The changes in conductivity brought 
about were negligibly small and it may. therefore be safely assumed 
that the enzyme reagent was free from determinable quantities of 
deamidase and deaminase. 

Determination of Conductivity ,—The arrangement described in the 
previous communication,* was used. 1 ml. of arginine solution was j^laced 
in a conductivity cell together with 0-5 to 2 ml. of M/15 phosphate buffer 
of pH 7, and enough conductivity water added to make the volume 4 ml. 
The contents of the cell were well mixed and the cell immersed in a thermo¬ 
stat maintained at 30*0°C,,± 0.1®C. After about half an hour when the 
re.sistance attained a steady value, 2 ml. of a dialysed urease-arginase 
mixture raised to the same temperature as that of the thermostat was 
added, the time of addition of the enzyme being noted. Readings were 
taken at intervals of every minute in the initial stages, and during the later 
stages, at intervals of 5 minutes. An excess of urease was generally employ¬ 
ed to prevent any accumulation of urea and the quantity of enzyme mixture 
was such, that the whole amount of ai^inine was hydrolysed in about 
30 minutes. Table I gives the results obtained with 2*99 mg. and 
0-15 mg. of arginine. 
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Tabi,e I. 



The readings were plotted on a graph, with the time on the X-axis and 
the resistance on the Y-axis. The resistance at 0 time can be ascertained by 
extrapolation. The total change in resistance gives a measure of the electrolyte 
released during the reaction, and hence the amount of arginine. 

Various amounts of arginine were taken and the conductivity changes 


accompanying the hydrolysis were measured. The results are given in 
Table II. 

Tabi,e II. 


Relation between conductivity and qmtnity of arginine. 


Quantity of arginine 2*99 2 <39 1<79 1*49 1«21 0'60 0*30 0«16 

in mg. 

Oonduotivity X 10* 5‘SO 4 >69 3*59 3 <06 2*52 2 >31 0*76 0'45 
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It may be mentioned that the chaise in condiictivity is essentially 
due to the hydrolysis of urea released from arginine. The change in 
conductivity can be referred to the graph (Fig. 1) for obtaining arginine 
values. 



Estimation of arginine in proteins .—1 g. of the protein was weighed 
out into a round>bottomed flask and hydrol 3 rsed with 20 ml. of 25 per cent, 
sulphuric acid for 24 hours at 110®C. The acid was quantitatively removed 
by baryta and the precipitate extracted thrice with boiling water to ensure 
the complete removal of all nitrogenous matter from the precipitate. The 
combined filtrates were concentrated to about 5 ml. in a 500 ml. Claisen’s 
flask under reduced pressure at a temperature not exceeding 60®C. The 
residue was quantitatively transferred to a measuring flask and made up 
to 25 ml. 1 ml. of solution was found to be sufficient for each determination 
the quantities of both enzyme and buffer used being 2* 0 ml. 

To test the applicability of the method for the estimation of arginine, 
in iJTOteins, two set of experiments were conducted 

I. Known quantities cA arginine were added to a definite volume of 
the varioirs protein hydrolysates—l ml.—and the quantity of 
added krginine estimated by the conductometric procedure; and 
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II. The values obtained for various proteins, by the conductometric 
method were compared with those obtained by the Hunter and 
Dauphinee's method.® The results obtained with additions of 
known quantities of arginine are given in Table III, after 
making allowance for the arginine that is already present in the 
protein hydrolysates. 

Tablk III. 

Estimation of added arginine. 


mg. of arginine estimated after addition to 
the hydrolysates of 


Quantity of arginine 


added mg. 

1 

Casein 

j 

Gelatin 

Fibrin 

Edestin 

2 -82 

2-79 

2-75 

2-78 

2-80 

2*11 

2-05 

2*04 

2*09 

2-10 

1-41 

1-04 

1-04 

t-42 

1-36 

0*70 

0'71 

0-96 

0-71 

0-70 


The results obtained by the conductometric method and the Hunter 
and Dauphinee's method are compared in Table IV. 


Tabi^e IV. 


Comparison of the arginine content by the conductometric 
and Hunter and Dauphinee's procedure. 


Proteins 

Casein 

Gelatin 

Bdestin 

Hbrin 

Hwmo- 

globin 

Witto’a 

Peptone 

Conductometric 
method in mg. .. 

1-36 

2.a3 

5-30 

2-10 

1*49 

2-SI 

Hunter and 
Dauphinee’s 
method in mg. .. 

1-40 

2'84 

5-38 

2-23 

1-80 

2*40 


The close agreement between the two sets of values definitely shows 
that the conductometric method can be applied for the estimation of argi¬ 
nine in proteins. 
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Procedure for estimation in micro-quantities of proteins .—The quantity 
of protein necessary for the estimation of arginine is only 50 mg. A weighed 
quantity of the material was hj^'drolysed in the usual way in a 5 ml. hard 
glass test-tube fitted with a long air condenser with 1 ml. of 20 per cent, 
sulphuric acid. The digest was transferred to ^ beaker and the sulphuric 
acid was quantitatively removed by adding baryta. After repeatedly wash¬ 
ing the precipitate, the filtrate was concentrated to a volume of 2-5 ml. as 
before. 0-5 to 1-0 ml. was taken for each determination according to the 
nature of the protein employed. The results obtained for casein and 
gelatin are tabulated below, the volume of the hydrolysates used in each 
experiment being 1 ml. 

Table V. 


Protein 

1 

Weight taken 
mg. 

Arginine content, 
by conductometric 
method in mg. 

Arginine cont,ent by 
Hunt^er and Dauph'inee's 
macro-method in mg. 

Gelatin I ,. 

75-0 

2-0 

2 *10 

Gelatin 11 .. 

19 -0 

1-37 

1 *39 

(Jasein 

5.H-7 

i 

0-75 

0*70 


The quantity of material taken for the estimation by the Hunter and 
Dauphinee's procedure was about 1 g. The values obtained by the two 
methods agree within experimental errors. 


It will be seen that the conductometric method while it claims equality 
with Hunter and Dauphinee's procedure with respect to accuracy (1 per 
cent,) possesses the merit of requiring smaller quantities of research material 
(60 mg. of protein). Again, the estimation is complete in an hour, while 
the previous methods require as many as 21 hours. By using ap])ropriate 
cells, it should be possible to estimate still smaller quantities of arginine; 
the total volume of liquid used in these experiments was Oml., and the 
amount actually required for dipping the electrodes in the liquid was 2 ml. 
Hence by rising only 2 ml. it will be possible to estimate 0-06 mg. of argi¬ 
nine with the same degree of accuracy. The procedure is simple and does 
not require the use of standard solution. When the presence of urea is 
suspected, a control urea determination will be necessary. 

Summary. 

A micro-method for the estimation of arginine based on the measure¬ 
ment of the change in conductivity resulting from the hydrolysis of arginine 
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by the use of a mixture of arginase and urease, has been described. The 
method gives reliable values within 1 per cent, error for quantities as low as 
0*6 X 10"* g. of arginine. 

The method has been applied for the estimation of arginine in proteins 
and the values obtained compared with other methods. The time taken for 
one estimation is less than an hour, and the quantity of proteins required 
is only 60 mg. 

My thanks are due to Mr. B. N. Se^tri for many helpful suggestions and 
also to Prof. V. Subrahmanyan, for his keen interest in the work. My 
thanks are also due to the Madras Government for the award of a Research 
Scholarship. 
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Corrigenda. 


Volume V; No. 4. Page 168. 


Explanation of Plates, 

Omit Fig. 4 and its explanation. 

Read Figs. 6, 6 and 7 as Figs. 4, 5 and 6. 

Fig. 7.—]%g of f^castis. Note the double-rinuned batonettes 
and fusion of cbromophilic rims. 16 x 100, Bellows exten¬ 
sion 8*. 



CHROMOSOME BEHAVIOUR IN TRITICUM HYBRIDS 
AND ALLIED GENERA. 

I. Interspecific Hybrids with Triticum Timopheevi. 

By Dontcho Kostoff. 
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(Communicated by Prof. C. R. Narayan Rao, m.a.) 

ThR studies of Kihara and 1/ilienfeld (1934) showed that in the hybrids 
Tr. eegilopoides (« = 7) x Tr. Timopheevi (n = 14), Tr. Timopheevi x 
Tr. pyramidale (n == 14), Tr. Timopheevi x Tr. dicoccum (n x 14), and 
Tr. Timopheevi x Tr. persicum (n — 14) genom A (7 chromosomes) of « = 7 
-chromosome group [eegilopoides) and of « = 14 -chromosome group conju¬ 
gate with one genom of Tr. Timopheevi, while the other genom of 
Tr. Timopheevi is not homologous with genom B of durum group. This 
they called genom G. Hence Tr. Timopheevi has the following genom 
formula AG in contrast to the other Triticum species of durum group 
that have the formula AB. They did not succeed in crossing Tr. Timopheevi 
with Tr. vulgare group and did not have direct evidence of the degree 
of the homology of genom G in respect to the third genom of the genus 
Triticum, namely, genom C. (For this genom they use the designation D.) 
They found, however, that Timopheevi genoms are not homologous with 
C, D, E, F, T and some others eegilops genoms. 

We were more successful in this respect. We grew hybrids from the 


following cross combinations: 

Somatic 

Hybrids obtained chromosome 

number 

Triticum Timopheevi x Tr. monococcum var. Hornemani .. 21 

Tr. Timopheevi xTr. mon, v&x. fiavescens .. .. 21 . 

Tr. Timopheevi x Tr. mon. var. pseudovwlgare .. .. 21 

Tr, monoe. VAT. flavescens X Tr. Timopheevi .. .. 21 

Tr. Timopheevi X Secale cereale .. .. .. 21 

Tr. Timopheevi x Haynaldia villosa .. .. .. 21 

Tr. Timopheevi X Tr. persicum var. stramin .. .. 28 
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Somatic 

Hybrids obtained chromosome 

number 

Tr. persicum str. x Tr. Timopheevi .. .. 28 

Tr.Timopheevi xTr.Spdta .. .. .. .. 35 

Tr. Spelia X Tr. Timopheevi .. .. .. .. 35 

Tr. Timopheevi x Tr. vulgare var. turcicum .. .. 35 

Tr. vulgare turcicum x Tr. Timopheevi .. .. 35 

Tr. vulgare rigidum X Tr. Timopheevi .. .. .. 35 

Tr. compactum x Tr. 2'imopheevi .. 36 

Tr. Timopheevi X Tr. vulgare Khoros. .. .. .. 36 

Tr. vulg. Khorosanicum xTr.Timopheevi .. .. 35 

Tr. vulg. Novinka X Tr. Timopheevi .. .. 35 

Tr. vulg. ferrugin. x Tr. Timopheevi .. .. 36 

Tr. Macha X Tr. Timopheevi .. .. .. .. not determined 

Tr. durum x Tr. Timopheevi .. .. .. .. 28 

Tr, polonicum x Tr. Timopheevi .. 28 

Tr. spheerococcum x Tr. Timopheevi .. .. ., 36 

{Tr. compactum x Tr. Timopheevi) x Tr. monococcum 

pseudovulgare ,, .. .. .. .. 22 

{Tr. vulgare x Tr. monococcum) X Tr. Timopheevi .. .. 28, 29 

{Tr. compactum x Tr. Timopheevi) x Tr. vulgare .. .. not determined 

{Tr. persicum x Tr. Timopheevi) x Tr. turgidum .. .. 28 

{Tr. persicum x Tr. Timopheevi) x Tr. monococcum .. 21 

{Tr. persicum x Tr. Timopheevi) x Tr. monococcum .. 21 

{Tr. persicum x Tr. Timopheevi) x Tr. monococcum .. 22 

{Tr. persicum x Tr. Timopheevi) x Secale cereale .. ., 21 

{Tr. Spelta x Tr. Timopheevi) x Tr, monococcum .. ,. 22 

{Tr. Spelta x Tr. Timopheevi) x Tr. Spelta .. ' .. 39 

(Tr. Timopheevi x Tr. monococcum) x Tr. turgidum type .. 42 


In studying the reduction division in the hybrids Tr. Timopheevi x 
Tr. monococcum (and the reciprocal) we found that the chromosomes of 
Tr. monococcum do conjugate with seven of Tr. Timopheevi. We studied 
the chromosome association in 9 plants. 

The following data were obtained from a more detailed study of the 
meiosis ixiTr. Timopheevi x Tr. monococcum var. flavescens : 
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I Metaphase in Tiiticum Timopheevi x Tr. monococcum hybrid. 


PMC’s 

Quadrivalents 

Trivalents 

Bivalents 

Univalents 

9 

, . 

• • 

7 

7 

11 


* * 

6 

9 

7 

• • 


5 

11 

6 


i 

1 1 

6 

6 

4 


1 

5 

8 

1 

1 

•• 

5 

7 


In the majority of cases the bivalents and polyvalents in the I meta¬ 
phase in the PMC are joined with a single terminal or subterminal chiasma. 
Occasionally one pair of chromosomes had two chiasmata, and very rarely 
cells with two pairs of chromosomes each with two chiasmata were found. 

In studying the hybrid Tr. Timopheevi x Tr. durum we found most 
frequently 9 and 10 bivalents, but occasionally 8, 11 and 12 were observed 
too. In a few cases even 13 bivalents were found. Cells with one trivalent 
chromosome were often noted, while in several PMC even one quadrivalent 
(in one case possibly pentavalent) chromosome was found. The majority 
of the bivalents had a single subterminal or terminal chiasma. In the majority 
of cells, however, two bivalents had each two chiasmata. We are not 
sure whether two particular pairs always form each two chiasmata, since 
they could not be identified. Trivalents and polyvalents were occasionally 
seen too. 

The hybrid Tr. Timopheevi x Tr. persicum seems to form many more 
bivalents than Tr. Timopheevi x Tr. durum. Most frequently 11, 12 and 13 
bivalents were observed. In exceptional cases even 14 were seen, but 9 and J 0 
occurred occasionally too. Trivalents and quadrivalents were also found 
in some of the PMC. This hybrid had quite often PMC in which three of 
the bivalents had two chiasmata. Kihara and Lilienfeld (1934) found that 
in this hybrid " Es kommen 9-14 Bundungen vor, am haufigsten 12 ”. 

If we take into consideration the fact that all the monococcum chromo¬ 
somes usually conjugate with 7 chromosomes of Tr. Timopheevi, we may 
assume that monococcum genom (A) is homologous (though not quite) with 
one genom (7 chromosomes) of Tr. Timopheevi, while the other genom of 
Tr. Timopheevi is partially homologous with genom B of Tr. persicum as 
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the data of Kihara and Lilienfeld as well as our own data show. We cannot 
quite agree with Kihara and I^ilienfeld in considerit^ the second genom of 
Tr. Timopheevi as a quite different one from genom B, because in some cases 
even all its 7 chromosomes conjugate with those of genom B. On the other 
hand, the second genom of Tr. Timopheevi although closely related with B 
genom is more differentiated than the first genom in respect to genom A. 
All these facts do not allow us to separate totally the second genom of 
Tr. Timopheevi from genom B as Kihara and Lilienfeld did and designated it 
with G, therefore we are calling it genom j3. Genom /3 is partially homologous 
with genom B. Hence Tr. Timopheevi really has the following genom 
formula; AA j8^. 


D 
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Fic. 4.—Chromosome di&sociation during the first metaphase in Triticum Timopheevi hybrids 

D—The chromosomes from a pollen mother cell of Tr. com pactum (n as. 21) x Tr. 
Timopheevi hybrid, 10 bivalents and 15 univalents. 

E—The chromosomes from a pollen mother cell during the first meiosis of Tr. Timopheevi 
(h sk 14) X Tr. persicum (n = 14) hybrid, 13 bivalents and 2 univalents. 

F—Polyvalent chromosomes from various pollen mother cells of the hybrid Tr. Timopheet4 
X Tr, persicum. 

G—The chromosomes from a pollen mother cell during the first meiosis of the hybrid 
Tr. Timopheevi (n14) X Tr. monococcum (» «* 7), 7 bivalents and 7 univalents* 
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Further studies were directed toward the investigation of the chromo¬ 
some behaviour of genom J3 (that had low affinity with their corresponding 
chromosomes of genom B) in respect to the chromosomes of C genom in the 
hybirds produced between Tr. Timopheevi and the wheat of vulgare group. 
Therefore the chromosome behaviour in the I metaphase of the PMC was 
studied in the hybrids Tr. vulgare x Tr. Timopheevi, Tr. compactum x 
Tr. Timopheevi, Tr. spharococcum x Tr. Timopheevi and finally Tr. Spelta x 
Tr. Timopheevi. 

In doing this we found that in the hybrids Tr. vulgare var. rigidum x 
Tr. Timopheevi most frequently 9-12 bivalents were found with terminal or 
subterminal chiasmata, similar to those of Tr. Timopheevi x Tr. durum 
and Tr. Timopheevi x Tr. persicum. Trivalents (1 and rarely 2) were occa¬ 
sionally found to occur. In a few cases even polyvalents were seen. Two 
and sometimes three of the bivalents had each two chiasmata. 

The hybrids Tr. compactum x Tr. Timopheevi and Tr. SpeUa x 
Tr. Trimopheevi behave in almost the same way. Both had most frequently 
9-12 bivalents, while the hybrid Tr. spharococcum x Tr. Timopheevi had 
somewhat less bivalents. In this hybrid we found most frequently 8-10 
bivalents, but 7,11 and 12 were also seen, as well as polyvalents and trivalents. 

The above observations show that the chromosomes of jS genom do 
not seem to have an affinity in respect to the chromosomes of genom C of 
vulgare group. 

The number of bivalents formed in the hybrids VKlgare x Timopheevi, 
Spelta X Timopheevi and compactum X Timopheevi remind us of those in 
the hybrid Timopheevi x persicum, while those formed in Tr. spharococcum x 
Tr. Timopheevi remind us of those formed ia. Tr. Timopheevi x Tr. durum. 

The hybrid Tr. Timopheevi x Haynaldia villosa had none, one, or a 
few bivalents. It had 0 '81 chiasmata per cell and 0 *04 chiasmata per chromo¬ 
some. Consequently genoras A and j8 of Tr. Timopheevi are not homologous 
with genom V of Haynaldia villosa. 

Previous investigations have shown that genom S of Secale cereale is 
not homologous with genoms A, B and C of Triticum. In 1936 we grew 
two hybrids Triticum Timopheevi x Secale cereale and studied the relation 
between the genoms A and ^ oi Tr. Timopheevi and genom S of Secale cereale 
(n = 7). One of the hybrids was possible to study cytologically, because 
^e anthers of the other degenerated at a very early stage of development. 
We found usually 21 univalent chromosomes or 19 univalents and one bivalent 
during the first meiotic metaphase. The bivalent had usually one terminal 
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chiasma. In only a few instances two bivalents with terminal chiasmata 
were observed. In only one pollen mother cell a trivalent group with terminal 
chiasmata was found. These observations indicate that the chromosomes 
of A and /S genoms of Tr, Timopheevi are not homologous with the chromo¬ 
somes of S genom of Secale cereale. In other words, genoms A and p are 
not homologous with genom S. 
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r^G. 2.— {Prom left to the rufht) : Spikes of (1) 7V. Timopheevi\ (2) liylirid 7V, eompactnm 
X Tr. Timophcex'i\ (3) 7V. compacinm\ (4) hyi)rid T>\ vnUjarc var. jcrni<}iucu\n X 7V, 
Tmopheevi\ (5) Tr, vnUjare var. ferrugmeum) (6} hybrid 7V. vulgare var. rujidiim X 
7’r. Tmophcevi) (7) Tr. vnlyarc var. rUj'idum. 
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In centrifuging germinated seeds from various plants, we produced different 
types of chromosomal chimeras, including such with a complete chromosome 
duplication (Kostoff, 1936 and unpublished). Rajably (in press), one of our 
students, produced such chimeras in various plants and even a tetraploid 
Matthiola. We applied this method for inducing chromosome doubling in 
hybrid seedlings in order to produce fertile amphidiploid plants from sterile 
hybrids. We produced first a large amount of seeds in crossing N. rustica 
(a texana type) with N. tabacum var. Basma. The seeds were sown in filter 
paper. They germinated during a very long period of time. We used only 
those that germinated during the first 12 days. They were centrifuged 
when just started to germinate in series, each series being centrifuged several 
days, and then the seedlings were planted in pots (with soil + sand). When 
the seedlings grew about 1^ cm. high they were transplanted each in a pot. 

Normal N, rustica and N. tabacum hybrids are self-sterile. If a chromo¬ 
some doubling has occurred following centrifuging in a cell and a plant or a 
branch have developed from such a cell such a hydrid plant or branch, having 
a double chromosome number, should be fertile, or highly fertile being amphi¬ 
diploid. We raised 81 centrifuged hybrids. One of them was chromosomal 
chimera, having sterile top and one fertile side branch. The fertile branch 
had a double chromosome number. During the first meiotic metaphase 
we counted 46,, 47, 48, 49 and 50 chromatin bodies ; most frequently, however, 
48 were found. During the second metaphase we found usually metaphase 
plates with 48 chromosomes, though such with more than 48 as well as less 
than 48 chromosomes were also seen. In a few pollen mother cells the chromo¬ 
some number in both second metaphase plates was possible to count. The 
chromosome number in both plates together was 96. Considering the fact 
that Fj hybrids have 48 somatic chromosomes (24 rustica -4- 24 tabacum), 
the fertile branch of the sterile hybrid represents an amphidiploid N. rustica 
X N. tabacum. It was of interest to study the chromosome number of the 
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sterile top of the same hybrid that had a fertile branch. Second metaphases 
of it were studied. The chromosome number in both metaphase plates were 
counted and they were most frequently 48. In a few instances 49, 60 and 
61 were counted. They can be interpreted by assuming division of univalent 
chromosomes during the first meiosis. 

In stud\dng the first meiotic division of the fertile branch we found that 
occasionally univalent as well as trivalent chromosomes occurred. In a few 
instances even a quadrivalent was found. 

The occurrence of second metaphases with more and less than 48 chromo¬ 
somes is not difficult to interpret when we consider the fact that univalent 
diromosomes distribute usually at random and that two chromosomes of a 
trivalent group usually go to one pole while the third chromosome goes usually 
to the opposite pole. 


Fic. 2, 

Fio. 3. Fic. 4. 

Fio. 2.—Polyvalent chromosomes from an amphidiploid plant N. rustica-tabacum (PMC). 

Figs. 3 and 4.—Second metaphases from the amphidiploid N. rustiea X N. tabacum; Fig. 3 
with 48 chromosomes and Fig, 4 with 49 chromosomes. 

The members of the polyvalent chromosomes are most probably: one 
rustiea + two tabacum chromosomes ; or two rustiea + one tabacum formii^ 
trivalent groitps; while two rustiea + two tabacum forming a quadrivalent 
group. Such polyvalents can be even a priori expected since in hybrids 
a large number of bivalent chromosomes (16-24) are formed allosyndetically 
between N. rustiea and N. tabacum chromosomes. The bivalent chromosomes 
in Fx hybrids result from allosyndesis of rustiea chromosomes with those of 
tabacum but not autosyndaticly, because in the haploid JV. rustiea only occa¬ 
sionally one bivalent chromosome is formed autosyndetically and in the haploid 
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H. tabacum one or two bivalents occasionally occur following autosyndesis 
(Kostofi, 1936 a). 

Selfing the fertile branch of N. rustica x N. tabacum hybrid we proditced 
progeny of ; (1) highly fertile plants, (2) partially fertile plants and (3) highly 
sterile plants. The amphidiploid rustica-tabacum is not constant because 
N. rustica chromosomes have segments homologous with segments of N. 
tabacum chromosomes (or whole N. rustica chromosomes have homologous 
chromosomes of N, tabacum genom), which lead to formation of trivalents 
and univalents and of quadrivalents. The univalent and polyvalent chro¬ 
mosomes are responsible for formation of gametes with unequal chromosome 
number (more than 48 and less than 48). From such gametes chromosomal 
aberrants originate with reduced fertility. Chromosome reconstruction 
following crossing-over in the poljrvalent groups between rustica and tabacum 
chromosomes may be also responsible for the unconstanc}' of the amphidiploid. 

The flowers of the fertile amphidiploid branch and of its fertile progeny 
were somewhat broader. The plants of the fertile progeny (amphidiploids) 
were not larger than the Fi sterile plants. They only had somewhat coarser 
leaves and stems. 

It should be mentioned here that Eghis (1927) and Rybin (1927) reported 
an amphidiploid tabacum-rustica produced by crossing a hybrid having two 
tabacum and one rustica genoms with N, rustica. Their amphidiploid was 
according to Sarana (in press) also unconstant. Pratassenya (1936) doubled 
the somatic chromosome number in N. rustica var. Erbassanta x N. tabacum 
” Dubek " Fi hybrids by cuttings and inducing callus regenerations. These 
amphidiploids are highly fertile. 

Chromosome doubling in nature occurs under the influence of various 
environmental factors. 

When we consider the fact that N. tabacum species {n =24, 2n =48) 
is an amphidiploid plant of N, sylvestris (n = 12, 2« = 24) and N. tomentosi- 
formis (Rusbyi) (» =12, 2n ==24), and that N. rustica (« =24, 2n =48) 
is an amphidiploid of N. paniculata (n =12, 2n = 24) and probably 
N. undulata (n =12, 2n =24) (v. Kostoff, 1936), or (N. Raintondii) the 
amphidiploid plant N. rustica x N. tabacum with 96 somatic chromosomes 
represents an octaploid form combining the genoms of four species each 
having 24 chromosomes, namely : N. sylvestris (2n = 24) -t- N. tomentosi/ormis 
(2n = 24) + N. paniculata (2w = 24) •+• AT. undulata {2n = 24). 

We are greatly indebted to Z. K. Vishemirskaya and V. F. Botcharova 
for help throughout this work. 
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Hybrids between N. multivalvis and N. suaveolens can be easily produced 
in both directions. They are self-sterile and form usually abortive pollen. 
Only a very insignificant percentage of the pollen stain deep red in aceto- 
carmine, which indicates that they probably are viable. In autumn, however, 
when the temperature drops relatively low at night, the hybrids begin to 
form a somewhat larger amount of viable pollen. It seems that the low tem¬ 
perature influences the procedure of the meiotic processes inducing formation 
of restitution nuclei, dyads and pollen with somatic chromosome number. 
The observation on other hybrids (Kostoff, 1933) suggested that high tempera¬ 
ture influences the procedure of the meiosis in a similar way and induce a 
formation of a large amount of viable pollen with somatic chromosome number. 
Considering these circumstances, we attempted to increase the formation of 
viable non-reduce gametes under the influence of high temperature. Hybrids 
of the Fi-generation were put into thermostats with glass walls at a tempera¬ 
ture of 40-42®C., 4 days for 3-4 hours each day. The bud6 and the flowers 
of the hybrids grown in more shady places of the green house dropped down, 
while those of the hybrids grown near the opened windows at sunny places 
were not affected as much. When the small floral buds (in which it was 
supposed that meiosis occurs at the time of exposure at high temperature) 
developed into flowers, the plants were selfed and pollinated with N. Sanderte 
(n = 9) having red flowers and then put again in the thermostat for four 
days, 3-4 hours each day. A large niunber of the flowers dropped. About 
10 capsules did not drop at the time of exposure. Three reached the maturity. 
Twelve seeds were produced out of these three capsules. Nine of them were 
shrunken, one was very large but flat and two were round. Only one 
germinated and a plant developed that was very much like the Fj-hybrids 
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N. tnultivalvis x N. suaveolens. This plant was self-fertile. It had 40 
chromosomes in the first and in each second metaphase. 



!•—Second metaphase of the amphidiploid hybrid N. tnultivalvis x Af. suaveolens with 

40 chromosomes (PMC). 

These data show that the plant is an amphidiploid N. tnultivalvis x 
N. suaveolens plant. There are three most probable possibilities about the 
origins of this plant: 

1. A non-reduced egg cell has been fertilized with a sperm having 
a non-reduced chromosome number. N. Sandera pollen-tubes have made a 
path through style of the Fj-hybrid flower, thus facilitating the passing of 
the multivalvis-suaveolens pollen-tubes of pollen grains with somatic chromo¬ 
some number through the style of the F,-hybrid. 

2. The plant has originated from an egg cell with 80 chromosomes 
formed following non-occurrence of both meiotic divisions, N. Sanderee pollen- 
tube has activated parthenogenetic development of this egg cell. Such 
cases occasionally occur in Nicotiana species hybrids. Such a case was 
reported in Triiicum too (Kostoff, 1936). 

3. The plant has originated from an egg with somatic chromosome 
number and subsequent somatic doubling under the influence of the high 
temperature, the parthenogenetic development being induced by the pollen- 
tube of N. Sanderee. 

Amphidiploid Nicotiana tnultivalvis x N. suaveolens had much larger 
cells than either parent and F^-hybrid N. tnultivalvis x N. suaveolens. 
Stomata cells as well as the poUen grains were measured. We give 
here some data obtained from measuring the poUen grains in the amphidiploid 
and the parental species. 
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Table I. 

Diameter of the pollen grains. 


Plants 

Ocular micrometer divisions 

Total number 


14 

15 

16 


18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

measuied 

N, muUivalvis 

2 

6 

16 


3 


.. 

.. 


.. 


38 

N, suaveolens . • 

•• 

2 

6 

24 

4 

- 


•* 

•• 

*• 

.. 

36 

Amphidiploid N, muUivalvis X ' 
iV. suaveolens 

1 


j 


•* 


6 

13 

13 

3 

1 

2 

39 


The data given in Table I indicate that the diameters of the pollen grains 
of the parental species are much smaller than those of the amphidiploid 
hybrid, N. muUivalvis having an average of 15-2, jy. suaveolens —16 -6, while 
the amphidiploid hybrid N. muUivalvis X N. suaveolens an average diameter 
of 19-66 units (divisions of the ocular micrometer). 

It should be also pointed out here that muUivalvis suaveolens amphidiploid 
sets a large amount of seeds. It set on the average many more seeds (106) 
per capsule than N. suaveolens (90) but less than the maternal species 
iV. muUivalvis (666). This amphidiploid sets many more seeds than the 
amphidiploid N. rustica x N. paniculata, because the latter forms often 
polyvalent chromosomes and has more irregular meiosis than N. muUivalvis x 
suaveolens amphidiploid, forming usually bivalents during the first meiosis. 

The progeny of the amphidiploid iV. muUivalvis x N. suaveolens wen: 
uniform and like their parental auiphidiploid plant and F^-pIants. The 
amphidiploids were more robust than Fj-hybrids and the flowers were slightly 
larger. They often formed flowers with more than five lobes and capsules 
with more than two carpels—characters that are typical for N. muUivalvis. 
They were, however, less pronounced in the amphidiploids than in the matenial 
species. The seeds of the amphidiploids have traces of silver-like colour 
that is characteristic for N. muUivalvis. 

Fj-hybrids N. muUivalvis x iV. suaveolens have very irregular meiosis. 
They have usually only univalents or one bivalent during the first meiotic 
metaphase. Occasionally two bivalents were also ob.served, but pollen 
mother cells with two bivalents rarely occurred. 

The reduction division in the amphidiploids is quite regular. We ob¬ 
served very rarely one polyvalent (trivalent) and one or two univalents. 
Legging chromosomes on the spindle rarely occurred. The plants formed 
about 88 per. cent viable pollen. 
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This high constancy can be explained by almost complete absence of 
bivalents in Fj-hybrids and polyvalents and univalents in the aniphidiploids. 
The appearance usually of 40 bivalents in the first metaphase which originate 
from autosynthetic association between muUivalvis homologous chromosomes 
as well as between suaveolms homologous chromosomes is an ultimate sequence 
from the absence of homology between muUivalvis and suaveolens chromosomes 
(almost complete absence of allosyndesis). 

It should be mentioned here that N. muUivalvis is an American species 
while N, suaveolens is an Australian species; hence the amphidiploid form 
combines the characters of an American and an Australian species into a fertile 
Xdant. 

An anq)hidiploid plant in crossing Australian and American species 
was produced by Goodspeed (1933). He produced it from A. suaveolens X 
A. Bigelovii hybrid and called it Nicoiiana disualovii (see Elvers, 1934). 

We are greatly indebted to Z. Vishemirskaya, M. Linden and 
V. Botcharova for help throughout this work. 
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Introduction. 

While collecting specimens from the Madras Harbour on a new moon night 
during March 1936, a number of worms were found swarming on the surface, 
causing brilliant phosphorescence in the water. Several specimens of this 
worm were collected with a tow-net, and later examined in the laboratory, 
which showed that they were heteronereid phases of Platynereis sp., a Poly- 
clisetc belonging to the family Nereidse. Since the phenomenon of swarming 
is of considerable biological interest, regular observations were subsequently 
made, and a periodicity in relation to lunar phases was discovered in the 
behaviour of these Polychajtes. So far as the authors arc aware, periodic 
swarming of Heteronereids has not hitherto been recorded from the Indian 
coasts, though in a Syllid, Gravely (1927) once observed swarming and phos¬ 
phorescent display at Krusadi Islands. The following account of the 
Heteronereid stage and the lunar periodicity in the swarming habits of this 
species is submitted with the hope that this will lead to further observations 
on similar phenomena that may occur also in other localities on the Indian 
coasts. 

Literature. 

Swarming behaviour of Polychsetes has received the attention of several 
investigators in Europe and America; many Nereids and Eunicids are known 
to swim at the water surface in large numbers, when they are sexually mature 
and are ready to disdiarge their reproductive elements. Each worm is believed 
to take part in swarming only once, as in most cases it dies after the extru¬ 
sion of the ova or spermatozoa as the case may be. Most of the recorded 
instances of swarming take place during the night; but instances of swarm¬ 
ing during daytime are not unknown (Verrill, 1873; Herpin, 1928). The 
swarming may be annual, occurring only once in the year, and that for a 

245 



246 


R. Gopak Aiyar and N. Kesava Panikkar 

very restricted period, or it may occur several times during the year, between 
definite intervals. Thus Mayer (1908) found that the Atlantic Palolo (Eunice 
fucata) swarms only once in the year, the annual breeding season being only 
one to six days’ duration, occurring in the third quarter of the moon between 
June and July. Izuka (1903), Priedlander (1898) and Horst (1905) have 
described a somewhat similar behaviour in three other species, Ceratocephale 
osawai (Japanese Palolo), Eunice viridis (Pacific Palolo) and Lysidice oele 
(Wawo of Malay Archipelago) respectively. While in the Eunicids the 
reproductive period is more or le,ss annual, in many of the Nereids, the re¬ 
productive season extends for a considerable part of the year, during which 
successive swarms take place after regular intervals. Hempelmann (1911) 
found the Heteronereids of Plaiynereis dumerilii swarming at Naples from the 
month of October to May, during the first and third quarter of the moon. 
At Woods Hole, both Nereis limbata (Eillie and Just, 1913) and Platynereis 
megalops (Just, 1914) are known to swarm regularly, the first especially for 
a fairly long period. In Japan, another Nereid, Nereis japonica swarms 
in large numbers during December (Izuka, 1906). Numerous other accounts 
of Nereids are given by Gravier (1901, 1923), Page (1923, 1926), Page and 
Legendre (1923), Rene Herpin (1923, 1928, 1929) „Horst (1911), Ranzi (1931) 
and Gallien (1936); of Eunicids by Woodworth (1907), Whitmee (1875) and 
Treadwell (1909) ; and of Syllids by Eraser (1915), Galloway and Welch (1911), 
Herpin (1924) and Potts (1913). Amongst the.se, the only account of 
swarming of Nereids from the Indo-Malayan coasts is that of Horst (1911) 
on Platynereis polyscalma (vide Fauvel, 1932 for synonymy of the species). 
Fauvel (1932) in his report of the Annelida Polychseta of the Indian 
Museum, mentions that several epitokous individuals of Platynereis polyscalma 
have been collected from the water surface at Nankuari Harbour, and this is 
a sure indication that swarming of this species takes place in this locality. 

Description of Heteronereids. 

General.—thft worms are reddish-brown when alive and are usually 3 to 
5 cm. long. Most of the specimens 'collected were transparent since the 
body cavity was empty, the germ cells having been shed. The body of the 
worms consists of an anterior unspecialized part and a posterior and longer 
epitokous region with highly flattened parapodia bearing large oar-shaped 
setae. 

The head is prominent and the prostomium is obtusely rounded. 
There are two pairs of eyes ; they are considerably enlarged and are provided 
with lenses. The two pairs are situated quite close, but they do not touch. 
All the eyes are alike in structure, but the posterior pair is slightly the larger. 
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Texi-Fic. I.—The head of the heteronereid of Platynereis sp. x about 20. 


The eyes do not extend to the ventral surface and are not seen in a ventral 
view of the worm. In this respect, these si)ecimcns differ from Platynereis 
polyscalma and certain other species. The palps arc present, but are not 
quite so prominent as in most heteronereids. The basal joints are swollen 
and are much longer than the terminal ones. All the four tentacular cirri are 
present in some individuals, but as they break away easily, most of the 
specimens examined do not have the full quota of cirri. The longest of them 
normally reaches the base of the fifth parapodium. Annulations are not 
visible on the tentacular cirri. The first or the uppermost pair is the 
smallest and reaches to the base of the second parapodium. 

The number of segments observed in six typical specimens is given in 
the following table:— 


Number of 
worm 

i Total number 
! of segments 

Anterior 
atokous part 

Ponerior 
epitokous part 

1 

56 

25 

.31 

2 

60 

20 

40 

3 

67 

22 

45 

4 

71 

21 

50 

8 

85 

23 

62 

6 

132 

22 

110 


fi2 


rt 
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The Atokous Region .—The anterior atokoiis region usually extends to 
20th-26th segment. As mentioned previously, the paraj)odia are unspecialized 
here, and are insignificant as compared with those that follow in the epitokous 
part. The structure of the tenth parai>odium which may be taken as more or 
less typical for this region, is as follows. The dorsal cirrus is long and exceeds 
the length of the dorsal and ventral lobes of the parapodium. It is slender, 
arched and not crenulated. The dorsal lobe bears three ligules and a single 
aciculum with homogomph setae. The terminal portions of the blades are 
minutely serrated. Of the three ligules, the middle one is the smallest. The 
corresponding three ligules of the ventral lobe of the parapodium form a 
cluster with their tips standing widely apart. The dorsal part of the ventral 
setigeroUvS bundle consists entirely of homogomph setae with their blades 
stouter than the corresponding ones of the dorsal lobe ; and the edges of 
the blades are coarseh^ serrated. The setae are fewer in number in the 
ventral fascicle of the lobe, being about 7-8, and they consist entirely of 
heterogomphs, with shorter and coarsely serrated blades. The ventral 
cirrus stands apart from the rest of the parapodium. 

The Epitokous Region ,—There is considerable difference in the structure 
of the parapodia of the different portions of tte epitokous region. The 
])arai)odia from the 2nd, 80th and 110th segments after the commence¬ 
ment of the epitokous transformation are described below from a complete 
worm. 

In the second segment, the dorsal ligule is broadly lanceolate. Into 
the base of the dorsal lobe the aciculum projects, and the lobe is longer than 
the dorsal ligule. I^amell^e are not found at the base of the ligule. The 
dorsal cirrus of this segment and those of the few nearby are not crenulated. 
The lower half of the parapodium consists of two parts : a well-developed 
ventral lobe, and extending beyond it, a heart-shaped lamella. The ventral 
ligule is quite distinct and lanceolate in shape. No appendage is seen at 
the dorsal side of its base. At the base of the ventral cirrus and especially on 
its dorsal aspect, there are two leaf-like processes. Ventrally, there is a 
lobed cordate structure, the bifurcated lamella of some authors. So far 
as the setae are concerned, there is not much difference between those occurr¬ 
ing in the upper and lower bundles. The blades start almost from the bases 
of the lobes, differing from what Gravier (1923) and Horst (1911) noted for 
other Heteronereids. 

In the parapodium from the 80th segment, which is about the middle 
of the epitokous region, the dorsal cirrus is distinctly crenulate, with five 
papillae on the inferior border. The cirnis projects beyond the notopodium 
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T<xt-Fig. 2.—Drawings o! parapodia of the heteronereid of Platynereis sp. 

A. —Parapodium of the 10th segment from the atokous region, x 50. 

B, —Parapodium from the 80th segment, from about the middle of the epitokous 

region. X 40. 

for about a third of its length. Dorsal to its base is seen a rounded lamella. 
The ventral cirrus has a bifurcated proces.s on the upper side, above which 
the ventral ligule projects freely. There is a large ear-shaped lamella below 
the ventral cirrus. This is much bigger than the corresponding one de¬ 
scribed for the 2nd segment of the epitokous region. 

The parapodium of the 110th segment is very similar to that of the 80th. 
Only four papillae are noticed on the inferior border of the dorsal cirrus. 
The ventral lobe is smaller, and the ligule foitnd here is almost as large as 
the one on the dorsal. Ventral cirrus carries a bifurcated process at the 
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upper part of its base and smaller leaf-like structures axe present on the lower 
side of the base. The setse are less numerous than in the 80th segment, 
but the structure of the blades does not present any notable difference. 

The oar-shaped setse of the epitokous region have the usual complex 
structure which has been described by many authors. The terminal blade 
has got minute serrations on its inferior border; but the border is not at 
all conspicuorisly pectinate unlike what occurs in Platynereis polyscalma 
(Fauvel, 1932; Horst, 1911). 

The pygidium is not seen in most of the examples as the worms are 
mostly incomplete, the tails having broken away. In one specimen, two 
anal cirri were observed. Near the tail region, the natatory setse decrease 
very much ; but the ventral and dorsal cirri of the parapodia are quite promi¬ 
nent. 

Armature of the Pharynx and the Systematic Position of the Species. —The 
pharyngeal armature consists of separate homy paragnaths, of which all 
the groups are not represented. Those present are arranged in pectinate 
rows of minute denticles. All the dorsal groups of the maxillary ring are 
missing, as also some of the dorsal groups belonging to the oral ring. These 
features are in agreement with Fauvel’s description of the genus Platynereis 
(Fauvel, 1932); but the present form cannot be definitely assigned to any 
of the species of the genus known from the Indian coasts. The species 
recorded by Fauvel from India are (1) P. dumerilii, (2) P. abnormis and 
(3) P. polyscalma. In P. abnormis, there is a very long dorsal cirms on 
the 7th setigerous segment, while in the two other species, the 7th dorsal 
cirrus is normal. In the absence of the long dorsal cirrus, the species is in 
^reement with P. dumerilii and P. polyscalma. In the latter, the oar-shaped 
setas are boldly pectinate, while it is not so in our specimens. Thus, of these 
three species, the one agreeing closely with the present form is ’P. dumerilii ; 
but there is a notable difference in that the tentacular cirri extend only up 
to the 6th segment in the present species, while in P. dumerilii they are 
much longer, extending to segments 10 to 16. 

Notes on Internal Organization. —Three of the specimens collected were 
sectioned after fixation in Bouin's fluid. In all the examples, the alimentary 
canal was much degenerate and without any food contents. The body- 
cavity in all of them was empty as the germ cells had been shed more or less 
completely. However, traces of spermatozoa were found in Hie body-cavity 
of all the specimens sectioned. Further, a few live specimens teased and 
examined under the microscope revealed the presence of spermatozoa. This 
confirms that the specimens collected are mostly males, a fact also suggested 
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by the crenulated nature of the dorsal cirri of the epitokous region. With 
the probable exception of two individuals, all the specimens collected by 
us on all the occasions when the swarming took place are males. 

The body-wall has essentially the same structure as in other Polycheetes, 
but its thickness is considerably reduced here. The longitudinal muscle 
bands that are so prominent and characteristic of atokous Nereids are rather 
insignificant here as they are reduced to thin bands. The alimentary canal 
occupies only a very small part of the body-cavity of the worm. Sections 
clearly show that the walls of the alimentary tract have begun to undergo 
degeneration ; and a number of loose cells, which originally belonged to the 
gut-wall, are found in the lumen of the intestine. 

Swarming. 

The Environment .—The swarming of Heteronereis reported in this 
paper is based upon observations made inside the Madras Harbour for a 
period of one year from March 1936. The harbour is an artificial enclosure 
of about a quarter of a square mile in area. As compared to the outside 
sea, the water is always calm inside the harbour, the action of the waves 
and currents being brought to a minimum by tbe embankments that run 
on all sides excepting for a narrow entrance. The salinity records for the 
Bay of Bengal* near Madras range from 30-00 to 34’50 per mille within the 
course of the year; inside the harbour, there is reason to believe that the 
salinity of the water is slightly less than the above figures, especially during 
the rainy weather. The temperature of the sea water normally varies from 
25 to 30° C. The usual tidal range is about 2 to 3J feet. The 
embankments, the boulders of the wharfs, and the buoys scattered about 
here and there, support a rich littoral fauna consisting of numerous sponges, 
Ccelenterates, Polychsetes, Molluscs, Crustaceans, Echinoderms and Asct- 
dians. Nereids in their atokous phases are often observed amongst the 
scrapings from the boulders. 

Swarming Periods .—All instances of swarming observed by us occurred 
between 7 and 10 p.m. on the new moon days and a day or two prior to or 
after. The time corresponds to the period of maximum high tide for the 
particular day (compare Table I). On every occasion, the sea was calm 
and external factors like powerful wind, or rain were not in operation. There 
was intense, phosphorescence in the water caused by the Dinoflagellate Nocti- 
luca miliaris occurring in large numbers on the water surface, and emitting 
splashes of phosphorescence at every disturbance in the water. The 


*S«weU, R. B. S., Mem. Asiat, Soe. Bengal, 9. 
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luminescence observed during swarming of these Nereids is really caused by 
Noctilucse, reacting to similar disturbances in the water, produced by the 
swimming Polychsetes. Unlike the Syllids, the worms themselves do not 
emit light. 

Behaviour of Worms .—The behaviour of swarming individuals is as 
follows. The onset of the phenomenon is evidenced by an occasional worm 
or two darting through the water surface here and there by about 7 p.m. 
Other individuals follow, and in about half an hour’s time, mrmerous worms 
come up to the surface and swim about, leavii^ several trails of phosphores¬ 
cence in the water. Each worm swims rapidly in a spiral manner. When 
the swarming is at its height, numerous trails of phosphorescence are found, 
indicating intense activity on the part of the worms. Their movement 
through the water is so quick that it is often difficult to catch them in the 
nets. The number of individuals taking part in swarming in the Madras 
Harbour is by no means high, when we consider the records for Nereis japonica 
(Izuka, 1908), Neries limbata (Uillie and Just, 1913), etc. In these cases, 
the swarming is so intense that thousands of worms come up to the surface, 
and several worms are obtained in any scoop of water taken from the surface. 
On the other hand, we could collect worms only after repeated attempts 
with the tow-net. 

Most of the swarming individuals are males and females are rather rare 
among the specimens collected by us. The large excess in number of males 
over females has been mentioned by most authors. Lillie and Just (1913) 
record that the females come only some time after the males have come to 
the surface. From a series of experiments these authors conclude that a 
chemical stimulus from swarming males is necessary for the females to spawn. 
We have not so far observed actual sexual congress between the swarming 
males and females, which Just (1914) has described as occurring in Plaiynereis 
megalops. 

Dead worms with body-cavities empty have been obtained the morning 
after the night of swarming. 

Records of Observations .—The swarming was first noticed on the 22nd 
of March 1936, which was a new moon day. The display commenced at 
about 7-30 p.M. and lasted till 9-00 p.m., and a large number of worms took 
part. A few individuals were observed on the next day at about the same 
hour as on the previous day. No display occurred on the next day and 
from now onwards, the phenomenon had completely ceased to take place. 
Observations were made on every day till the next full moon; and there 
was no recurrence of swarming either during the full moon or the succeeding 
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new moon* Thereafter, regular observations were continued on all new 
moon and full moon days as well as on the nights before and after every full 
and new moon* 

The phenomenon did not take place during the three full moons and 
two new moons after the first swarming. The next occasion on which swarm¬ 
ing was noticed was the third new moon after the one in March. On June 
18th (new moon day) a weak swarming was noticed; but on the next day 
there was intense swarming betwx'cn 8-00 and 9-45 p.m. On the next day 
also a few worms were observed but their number was considerably smaller 
than that on the 18th. The succeeding days as well as the lunar phases 
during July and August passed off without any display. 

For a third time, the phenomenon was repeated on September 15th, 
the day before the new moon. A large number of worms swarmed on this 
day between 8-00 to 9-30 p.m. Swarming was fairly intense on the next day 
as well, but commenced only by about 8-15 p.m. and lasted till 10-00 p.m. 
On the 17tli of September, there was a weak display. 

vSwarming was not observed on any other* occasion than those given 
above, though repeated observations were made from March to December 
1936. The intervals between the dates on which the display occurred would 
suggest tlie probability of the phenomenon occurring during the new moon 
in December. Though we hoped to find the Polychaetes swarming, none 
were noticed on this occasion. Careful observations were made on the new 
moon day (December 13th) as well as the days ]uior and after ; on none of 
these days was there any trace of disi)lay. There was no phosphorescence 
owing to the almost complete absence of Noctilucie during this season. 
The sea was very rough and even inside the harbour, the water surface was 
very agitated. Several collections were made with the tow-net and not a 
single Polychaete could be obtained. At j)resent we are not in a position to 
say whether the absence of swarming on this occasion was due to the rough¬ 
ness of the sea or to the fact that the annual swarming had stopped with the 
September display. The fact tliat there is a definite period of swarming in 
all known instances among Polychaetes, would point to the latter explana¬ 
tion being the more probable. If so the Madras species of Platynereis swarms 
only from March to September, In the year, 1937, swarming again occurred 
during the new moon in the month of March. 

The records of swarming along with the condition of the tide and the 
duration of the display are given in the accompanying table. The periods 
of swarming and the dates would clearly indicate the following facts:— 
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1. Swarming takes place only during new moon, the precedit^ and 

the succeeding one or two nights in every case, i.e., during three 
days on every occasion ; the time of swarming corresponds to 
the time of maximum high tide during the particular night. 

2. The phenomenon does not take place on all new moons ; but a regular 

periodicity is seen in that three lunar months elapse between 
any two successive swarms. 

3. Slight variations may occur in that the highest intensity of the 

display may be reached on the new moon day, the day previous 
or the day after. 


Swarming of Platynereis in the Madras Harbour. 
Statement of Records for the Year 1936. 


Date 

1936 

Phase of Moon 

'rime of 
maximum 
high tide* 
hr, min. 

Tidal 

range* 

ft. 

Hour and duration 
of swarms 

Intensity of 
swarms 

March 22 

New Moon Day 

2(H)3 

3-4 

19-20-21-00 

Intense 

23 


20-43 

8-6 

»♦ »» 

Sparse 

June 18 

New Moon Day 

19 45 

2-9 

20-00—21-45 

Sparse 

19 


20-34 

2.9 

** ♦* 

Intense 

„ 20 


21-18 

2-9 

»• M 

Very sparse 

Sept 15 


20-26 

3-3 

20-00-21-80 

Intense 

16 

New Moon Day 

20-50 

3*4 

20-15- 22-00 

Fairly intense 

„ 17 


21-17 

8-5 

•> », 

Sparse 


* “ Tide Tables of the Indian Ocean for the year 1030,” Survey of India Publicatioa. 


Discussion. 

The belief in the influence of the moon over reproductive rhythms in 
organisms is several centuries old and is current to this day in different parts 
of the world. Whatever the rfile of the moon in causing these rhythms, 
the occurrence of sexual periodicities in relation to definite lunar cycles has 
been established beyond doubt in a number of organisms as a result of many 
investigations by recent workers. The list given by Amirthalii^am (1928) 
includes a large niunber of species, both plant and animal, exhibiting lunar 
periodicities in reproduction. The following tabulated statement gives 
the details of lunar periodicities among the known instances of Polychsetes, 
which include species that swarm as well as those that do sot. It will he 
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Lunar Periodicity in Polychates. 


Species 

Author and Date 

Place 

Time 

Remarks 

Eunk* viriiHs .» 

(Pacific Palolo) 

Whitmee 

Freidlander 

1875 

1898 

Samoa 

October to 
Novem bar 

Third quarter of 
moon 

Eunice fuenUb »• • ^ 

(Atlantic Palolo) 

Mayer 

1908 

Tortugas. 

Florida 

June to July 

Third quarter of 
moon 

Lysidke oeh . - • * 

(Wawo) 

Horst 

1905 

Malay 

Archipelago 

March to 
April 

Second and third 
nights after full 
moon 

Cdratc^cephah osawai 
(Japanese Palolo) 

, Izuka 

1903 

Japan 

October to 
November 

Swarming at both 
full and new moon 

Nirtis iimbata *. 

Lillie and 

Just 

1918 

Woods Hole 

June to 
September 

Full moon and third 
quarter 

Neresk japonica .. *. 

Isuka 

1908 

Japan 

December 

New or full moon 
in December 

Platynereis dumerilii ,. 

Hempelmann 

1911 

Naples 

October to 
May 

First and third 
quarter. None at 
full and new 
moon 

Platynereis megalops 

Just 

1914 

Woods Hole 

July to 
August 

Between full and 
new moon and 
none between new 
and full moon 

Eulalia punctiftra 

Fage and 
Legendre 

1026 

Concarneau 


Third quarter of 
moon 

Odtmtesyllis etbopla • • 

Galloway and 
Welch 

1911 

Flatts Isles 


Third quarter of 
moon 

Amphitrite omata 

Scott. J, W. 

1904 

Woods Hole 

July to 
August 

Within two days of 
full and new 

moon. Probably 
associated with 
tides 


* Isolated instances of swarming recorded by certain authors are not included in this list. 

seen from the list that amongst the recorded instances, there is no Poly- 
chsete that swarms exclusively during the new moon ; and the behaviour of 
Platynereis sp. described in this paper is in this respect exceptional. 
Ceratocephale osawai and Amphitrite ornata are the two .species that spawn 
durii^ the new moon; but both these species are bilunar, and reproductive 
activity occurs during full moon (or within two days) as well as the new moon. 
The Palolo may be left out of consideration from the following account of 
comparison as swarming among them is not a periodical phenomenon as 
in most Nereids, though the annual swarmit^ by itself is in relation with 
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some particular lunar phase. Amongst the Nereids, Nereis japonica 
swarms either during new or full moon; the swarming period is almost as 
short as in the Palolos, there being at most only two runs The repro¬ 
ductive period of Platynereis megalops extends from July to August, the 
swarming of Heteronereids taking place during the dark phases of the moon. 
Only in Nersis limbata and Platynereis dumerilii do the swarming periods 
extend for a long time of the year; and the Madras species is comparable 
to them in that the reproductive season extends from March to September. 
Nereis limbata, however, shows a marked intensity towards the full moon, 
while swarming during full and new moons does not take in Platynereis dumer¬ 
ilii, Further, an important point to be emphasized here is the remarkably 
long intervals between the swarms observed in the present form. In no 
Nereid, or Palolo for that matter, do we find more than one lunar month 
elapsing between one swarm and the next one in the same series, while in 
this instance, an appreciably long interval of three lunar months is observed 
between the successive swarms. 

The fact that only mature individuals swarm, and that they die after 
the extmsion of the sexual products prove beyond doubt that the dehiscence 
of sexual products is the object of this peculiar beltaviour among the Poly- 
ch^etes. Other factors like food, etc., noted for some Crustaceans (c/. Wheeler 
and Brown, 1936) are not relevant to the swarming of Nereids and Eunicids. 
But how may the relation of the reproductive rhythms to the lunar phases 
be explained ? The conditions necessary if swarming should take place 
as judged by the records of our observations appear to be (1) high tide, 
(2) absence of light, (3) relatively calm weather, and (4) coincidence 
of these factors with the particular lunar phase. Temperature, currents 
and salinity do not seem to have any influence on the swarming as the varia¬ 
tions are slight and do not have any correlation with the lunar cycles. We 
have pointed out that swarming of the Madras species does not take place 
always, even if all the above conditions prevail. The same environmental 
conditions are practically repeated during every new moon, but swarming 
occurs only on some selected occasions. This strongly suggests that what 
determines swarming is not primarily the stimulus of the environment, nor 
the direct influence of the moon, but is a factor entirely depending upon 
the swarming individuals. The development and dehiscence of sexual pro¬ 
ducts is in most organisms a periodic phenomenon ; in the Polychgetes that 
swarm, each individual assumes the epitokous stage only during the last 
phase of its life; when the sexual products are fully mature, the worm swarms, 
evacuates the genital contents and finally dies. If swarming should occur 
between regular intervals, successive batches of worms should be involved; 
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and the interval of three lunar months observed after one swarming till the 
next one, is the time taken by the next batch of worms to attain that right 
stage of sexual maturity prior to swarming. The absence of display during 
the intervening optimum lunar periods may be explained as being due to 
the paucity of sexually mature individuals at this time. 

As in other instances of lunar periodicity, the definite preference shown 
by the worms for spawning at a particular phase of the moon over others, 
cannot adequately be explained. I.illie and Just (1913) make the assump¬ 
tion that the maturity of the animals is dependent on some relation of the 
life-history to the phases of the moon involving, probably through lunar 
tidal variation, rhythmic alternation in the condition of nutrition. Fox 
(1923) has suggested that an external rhythmic change in the environment 
synchronous with lunar periods, might influence the developing germ cells, 
or might have a trigger-like action on the gonads already filled with genital 
products (wj^e Galtsoff, 1935). The duration of the daily period of illumi¬ 
nation has also been suggested by Fox (1930) as a possible cause.* It cannot 
be doubted that lunar periodicity in oranisms is caused by different factors ; 
and species exhibiting the same merits individual consideration. For some 
species, it may be purely tidal, as conclusively shown by Cark (1925) for 
the Atherine fish Leuresthes tenuis. The chief factor determining periodicity 
in any species is the life history of its gonads, but the environment may 
suitably aid in the final liberation of the genital contents. The high tide, 
the calmness of the sea, the absence of moonlight may all be contributory 
causes to which sexually mature worms may show' some response ; the cumu¬ 
lative effect of all these may be the stimulus that induces them to swarm 
and discharge their genital products. 

One point which needs further elucidation in explaining the periodicity 
in the present form is the period of life of the worms. The conclusion arrived 
at before, that distinct batches of worms swarm periodically with an interval 
of three lunar months after every case, raises the question whether the 
worms taking part in any one swarm represent individuals developed from 
eggs fertilized during the previous swarm or those developing after the corres¬ 
ponding swarm in the previous years. If the first alternative is the correct 
one, it would mean that these Nereids do not live for more than three months, 
their larval, atokous and epitokous phases taken in all. This is hardly 
credible, though it may be mentioned that the rate of growth of animals of 
the Madras Harbour is rather high as found by Mr. M. D. Paul (unpublished 

• For recent literature on lunar periodicity in reproduction, vide Marshall, S. M., and 
Stephenson, T. A., “ The Breeding of Reef Animals, Pt. 1.—The Corals,” Sci. Rep., Great 
Barritf Reef Expedition, 1928-29,1933, 3, No. 8, 
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observations). The absence of swartnii^ during December is also not 
easily explained if this view is accepted, except that the display ought 
to have taken place, but did not actually occur owing to unsuitable weather. 
The second view which implies that the worms live for at least one year 
appears to be the more acceptable. Only continued and critical observa¬ 
tions carried on for several years can definitely settle this point. It may finally 
be said that of the man}' factors that have been considered as givit^ rise to 
swarming for reproductive purposes, no single factor or group of factors 
may exclusively be considered to produce swarming. While it is true that 
environmental conditions play a large part in these phenomena, the fact 
that the individual animal may have something in its organization which 
enables it to sightly or wholly modify its response to environmental influences 
is often lost sight of. Upon the proper understanding of this relationship 
depends the way of solving problems of animal behaviour. 
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Summary. 

Heteronereids of Platynereis sp. swarm in the Madras Harbour during 
the new moon in the months of March, June and September. An interval 
of three lunar months is observed between successive swarms. Swarming 
takes place in the night, between 7 and 10 p.m. corresponding to the period 
of maximum high tide; it may occur on the new moon night as well ns on 
one night previous or after. The Heteronereids are described ; they appear 
to be different from the species of Platynereis already known from India. 
The behaviour of the worms during swarming, swarming periods and the 
records of observations are given in detail. The periodicity observed in this 
species is compared with other known instances, and the question of lunar 
periodicity in reproduction is discussed. 
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(Communicated by Professor R. Gopala Aiyar, m.a.^ m.scJ 
Introduction. 

This work is part of a scheme proposed for the study of the brackish water 
fauna of the Adyar river. The Adyar backw^ater has an area of about 
1 sq. mile lying about five miles to the south of P'ort St. George. The 
water is shallow and practically stagnant during the greater part of the year 
except soon after the rains when connection is effected between the sea and 
the backwater, which are otherwise separated by a sand-bar. The tempe¬ 
rature ranges from 25° C. to 33° C. and the salinity varies from 
31 to 16 per mille.* This fall in salinity is really due to the influx of fresh 
water which the river brings after the bar is closed. The bottom is 
composed of loose mud with plenty of algal growth in the shallower regions. 
The only places where hard substrata are available for attachment of 
animals are near the Blphinstone Bridge and opposite the Theosophical 
Society Buildings where there is a stone embankment. The water here is 
rather deep and the place sufficiently protected for the young fishes to 
develop in fair safety. A comprehensive account of the Adyar backwater 
is given in a paper by Prof. R. Gopala Aiyar and Mr. N. Kesava Panikkar 
on the ''Brackish Water Fauna of Madras'' in course of preparation. 

Very little attention has been paid so far to the study of the develop¬ 
ment of the brackish water fishes in India. The earlier works in this 
connection are those of Willey (1910 and 1911), Sundara Raj (1916), 
Bhattacharya (1916), Panikkar (1920) and Aiyar (1935) whose accounts are 
often incomplete. 

Collections of eggs were made fairly regularly and observations were 
made on living material on the spot and after bringing them in clear water 
to the laboratory. Care was taken to compare developmental stages 
obtamed from the river and similar stages in the batches of eggs brought 

* Subramaniam, M. K., Jour* Roy, Micr, Sue., 1935, p. 13. 
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from there and allowed to develop in the Laboratory under suitable condi¬ 
tions. In the case of Boleophthalmus boddarti e^s were artificially ferti¬ 
lized in the Laboratory and development followed. 

The breeding habits and development of Acentrogobius viridipunctaius, 
Petroscirtes bhattacharyee and Boleophthalmus boddterti are made known for 
the first time though unfortunately that of the last mentioned one is still 
incomplete. The occurrence of extenial gills in A. viridipunctaius is very 
interesting and is made the subject of a separate paper. The cement organs 
of Etroplus maculatus have been studied in detail and are dealt with in 
another paper. In regard to E. maculatus, E. suratensis, Aplocheilus 
melastigma and Panchax parvus more complete developmental details are 
given. 

Etroplus maculatus (Bloch). 

The eggs of this form were first observed about the middle of August 
1935 jiist after the first monsoon rains. The mother chooses the vertical 
edge of a stone or molluscan shell raised about a couple of inches above the 
bottom and lays a few eggs at a stretch allowing the male to fertilize them 
now and then. This is repeated, the male and female intermittently taking 
the responsibility of driving away other fishes which happen to come any¬ 
where near. Panikkar (1920) has given a graphic account of the egg laying 
habit of Etroplus suratensis which tallies with my observations on Etroplus 
maculatus. Jerdon (1848)} and Sundara Raj (1916) have recorded their 
observations on the breeding habit of E. maculatus which were supplemented 
later by Panikkar. 

No complete record exists about the development of E. maculatus. 
Sundara Raj (1916) and Panikkar (1920) have given rather an incomplete 
account of the larval development only. Same is the case with the account 
of E. suratensis by Panikkar who only gives a short life-history of this form. 

The eggs of E. maculatus are peculiar in that the yolk is of a greyish 
brown colour, as also are the immature eggs in the ovary. This may help 
to serve as a sort of protective colouration as it harmonizes very much with 
that of the surroundings where they are generally deposited. They are oval 
in shape and measure 1-7 mm. in length and 1 mm. in breadth. 

Development. — Fertilization seems to take place almost immediately 
after the eggs are laid and on examining a brood half an hour after oviposi- 
tion most of them had reached the four-celled and eight-celled stages while 


t It appears that the form Btroplus coruchi, the parental care of which Jenlon gives is 
really S. maeulatiu. Day {Pauna 'of Brilisk India, Pishes—ll, p. 430) quotes Jerdon’a 
observations with reference to M, maeidattu- 
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some were in the two-celled stage and a few' undivided. Evidently those 
that were undivided were the last to be laid or were the last to be fertilized. 
In these the protoplasm had collected together at the free end of the egg in 
the form of a blastodisc (Fig. 1) which is granular and devoid of any yolk. 
The undivided eggs within five minutes divided into two blastomers (Fig. 2) 
showing that the first division takes place about thirty-five minutes after 
fertilization. The yolk portion is full of small scattered oil globules which 
do not coalesce at this stage. (The large number of very small oil globiiles 
are not shown in the figures.) 

Tw^enty minutes later, i.cj., 55 minutes after fertilization the two blasto- 
meres divide to give rise to 4 (Fig. 3) and these, 35 minutes later, into 8 
(Fig. 4). F'urther divisions were quite rapid and difficult to follow. Soon 
the whole embryonic area was converted into a cap-like cluster of small 
cells (Figs. 5 and 6). The blastoderm which remained like a cap at the top 
of the yolk gradually began to grow down towards one side (Fig. 7) and 
a thin layer of it began to spread over the surface of the yolk. The minute 
oil globules in the yolk coalesced and increased in size. 

About 12 hours after oviposition the embryonic ridge is visible as 
a median thickening in the blastodermic area (Fig. 8). By this time the 
cells are greatly diminished in size. The thickened median ridge, which is 
the embryo proper, grows downwards along one side wdth the thin layer of 
blastoderm enveloping the yolk as a film (Fig. 9). As the embryo increases 
in length the head portion towards the top gets larger in size and the tail 
end grows downwards (Fig, 10). Twenty-eight hours after fertilization the 
contour of the dorsal surface of the embryo gets gradually distinct (Fig. 11). 
Two hours later the blastoderm completely envelopes the yolk mass which 
becomes internal (Fig. 12), Almost simultaneously with this the rudiments 
of the eyes make their appearance and the somites in the anterior portion of 
the trunk gradually become visible (Fig. 13). 

The embryo rapidly grows in size. The eyes become larger. Four 
hours later, i.d., about 38 hours after fertilization the auditory vesicles 
appear with two minute concretions and the tail end of the embryo grows 
broader. The first sign of movement sets in with faint and intermittent 
pulsation at the region of the heart (Fig. 14) when about 18 somites are 
formed. Forty-eight hours after fertilization the blood circulation is com¬ 
plete and the embryo wTiggles inside the egg-membrane (Fig. 15). The tail 
portion of the embryo continues to grow round the yolk on which chromato- 
phores appear (Fig. 16). The oil globules coalesce to form a large one. 
Eight hours later, i.e., about 58 hours after fertilization, the tail of the 
animal almost completely encircles the yolk mass. On the morning of the 
B3 F 
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4th day when the embryo is 72 hours old hatching takes place. The egg- 
c^ open above the dorsal side of the hfead and the tip of the tail is 

thrust out (Fig. 17). By vigorous movements of the tail the opening is 
widened with the result the tail projects out resembling the root of a germi¬ 
nating pea-seed and the larva moves about very actively at the bottom with 
the anterior portion of the body still within the egg capsule (Fig. 25, Etro- 
plus suratensis). 

The larva comes suddenly out of the covering in the bent form. 
It remains quiescent for a couple of seconds as if taken aback by the abrupt¬ 
ness of its exit; but lo.ses no time to regain its activity and straightens up 
and moves with the head downwards at the bottom by the lashing move¬ 
ments of the tail. 

Each larva measures 4 mm. in length. The head is attached to the 
yolk mass. The pigmentation of the eyes is so little that they are almost 
transparent. Mouth and anal openings are absent. Pectoral and pelvic 
fins are not developed. The median fins are all continuous and devoid of 
fin rays. The yolk has a single large oil globule and its surface is pigmented 
by closely arranged stellate chromatophores. The larva always rests at the 
bottom and never comes up to the surface. 

A very interesting feature of this period is the presence of three pairs 
of cement glands on the head. Sundara Raj (191G) says that E. maculaius 
has two cement glands only and figures them as two star-shaped structures. 
Panikkar (1920) and Willey (1911) refer to their presence in the case of 
E. suratensis, but do not mention the number. Two pairs are dorsal, 
situated close together just above the eyes and the other pair is smaller and 
situated in front of the eyes just above the olfactory organs. Each gland 
is a small conical elevation with a concave depression at the top. The 
surface of the depression is lined with numerous mucous gland cells, the 
secretion from which fills the gland cavity and then oozes out continuously 
in the form of threads, which help to anchor the larva: down to one 
place. 

The larva assumes a slanting position with the head downwards and 
the ventral side up. It has a superficial resemblance to a tadpole. A large 
number of larvse collect at one sirot and the mucous threads help to hold 
fhAtn together (Fig. 20). When disturbed they detach themselves easily 
from the common mucous mass and move off; but gather in one place 
again. ' 

On the second day (Fig. 21) pigmentation in the eye is greater though 
not compete. The rudiments of the pectoral fins appear. Sundara Raj 
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(1916) has shown the heart dorsal to the yolk sac in the place of the pectoral 
fins. Chromatophores appear on the body above the yolk sac and on the 
dorsal side of the head. 

On the third day the mouth and the gill slits are developed. The 
pectoral fins grow in size. Chromatophores increase on the dorsal side of 
the head and the nape. The yolk gets considerably reduced. The .single 
oil globule persists. 

On the fourth daj^ (Fig- 22) the pectoral fins are capable of slow 
movement and along with this the cement glands become less active. 
Some of the larvae lie on their sides and the rest with their dorsal side above. 
The greater part of the yolk is absorbed, the oil globule being the last to be 
consumed. 

On the fifth day most of the larvae come swimming up. The cement 
glands comifietely cease to function. 

It has not been possible to see on what the young larva feeds. Fig. 
23 shows a seven-day old larva. The caudal fin has become heterocercal 
and the anus is also formed. The caudal fin .rays become visible on the 
tenth day. 

In natural conditions, as soon as the time for hatching comes, the 
parents dig a small pit in the mud and transfer the eggs by their mouth 
into it. All the eggs are deposited in this manner and soon after hatching 
the larviE are removed to fresh pits. This is continued till the larvae are 
able to swim. 

By the peculiar habits of the parents mentioned above these top heavy 
larvae are virtually imprisoned in the pits. This helps to keep them 
together making the task of protection by the parents easy as other¬ 
wise their inability for independent movement will result in their destruction. 
Even after the larvae are able to swim about independently and take food 
for themselves they are watched over by the parents for a considerably long 
time. During this period they do not come very near the surface. The 
slightest disturbance or apprehension of danger will send them shooting 
down to the bottom. The parents in their zeal to protect their brood will 
even snap at one's fingers as happened to the present writer many a time! 

Etroplm suratensis (Bloch). 

The breeding habits of Etroplus suratensis are similar to those 
of E, mactdatus, I have seen the broods of these two forms fairly 
close together with continual war between their parents when one 
unconsciously trespasses the domain of the other. Willey (1911) was 
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the first to observe the nest and parental care of this form. Panikkar 
(1920) has given a detailed account of the breeding habits and development 
though he does not say anything relating to the early development within 
the egg-membrane. He does not figure any of the stages. The embryonic 
development of this form agrees so closely with that of E. maculatus in all 
details that it need not be described here. 

Each egg is 2 mm. long (Fig. 24) and is similar to that of E. tnactdaUts 
in shape and colour, though slightly larger in size. When the time for 
hatching comes, which is on the fourth day (i.e., 72 hours after fertilization 
as in E. maculatus), the egg-case above the head of the embryo splits and 
the tip of the tail is thrust out {E. maetdatus, Fig. 17). The opening is 
widened by the vigorous lashing movement of the tail till a good length of 
it is outside (Fig. 26). The larva moves about in this condition for some 
time till with a sudden effort the portion of the body inside the capsule 
turns through a semicircle, as a result of which the head comes at the base 
of the egg capsule (Fig. 26). Now the caudal portion of the larva is outside 
and it moves about just as the normal one with the capsule still around it, 
sometimes for quite a long time, till finally the opening gets sufficiently 
widened for the whole animal to come out. 

The larva (Fig. 27) measures 4.3 mm. in length after hatching. The 
secretion of the cement glands is more profuse than in E. maculatus. Mouth, 
anus and gill slits are absent. The eyes are devoid of pigment. 

The larvsB crowd together at the bottom with their ventral side up as 
in the case of E, maculatus (Fig. 20) continually vibrating their tails. 
When disturbed they move away along the bottom and crowd together 
again adopting a slanting position. 

On the third day after hatching (Fig. 28) scattered chromatophores 
appear on the dorsal side of the head and nape. Mouth and gill slits are 
developed. The pigmentation of the eyes which began on the second day 
is completed by this time. The yolk persists with the oil globule in it. 
The pectoral fins are incapable of independent movement. The cement 
glands are still active. 

On the fourth day the pectoral fins are capable of movement and 
simultaneously with this the cement glands become inactive. By the 
seventh day two concentrated patches of chromatophores are formed on 
the dorsal side of the head. Those on the body are more diffuse. The teeth 
are developed and a notch appears on the caudal fin. On the eighth day 
(Fig. 29) the anus is formed, the caudal fin shows fin rays and the animal 
begins td feed voraciously on algee. 
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The larvae of both E. maculatus and E. suraiensis are very much alike 
except for the slightly larger size of the latter. The difference in the 
nature of the chromatophores is so little that it is very difficult to distin¬ 
guish one from the other. The larvae are watched over by the parents 
exactly as in £. mactUatus. 

When the bar opens and the sea water comes in, eggs are not laid. 
Developmental stages of the larvae have not been met with when the bar 
was open. Very probably the parents go up the river into less saline 
conditions. This has been the case in the Cooumf also near the bar where 
an examination of catches of fishermen did not show the presence of any 
of these fishes when the bar was open. 

Acentrogohius viridipunciatus (Day). 

The eggs of this form could be obtained from Adyar throughout 
the year which shows that it is a perennial breerler. They are 
fairly common along the southern bank of Adyar (near the Theosophical 
Society Buildings) where there are plenty of stones. Eggs are 
generally found inside oyster shells and narrow crevices between 
.stones. In all cases the male parent remains insii^e the shell or crevice as 
the case may be, aerating the eggs and guarding them against other egg¬ 
eating fishes. One male fish that was guarding the eggs was found with 
wounds probably inflicted by some other fish. The mother has never been 
found near the eggs except at the time of oviposition. Hence this is 
another instance of paternal parental care commonly seen among Gobies. 
This habit has been noted in the case of its congener, Acentrogohius neilU 
also, the development of which has been worked out in this laboratory by 
Prof. Gopala Aiyar (1936). This form lays its eggs attached to thick 
clusters of algal filaments inside oyster shells, in the crevices between stones 
and on decaying wood. The eggs are smaller than those of A. viridipuncta- 
tus and there is some difference in the shape of the egg-case after fertilization. 
The early stages in the development of both the forms are very much alike. 

For the purpose of laying eggs the mother usually choo.ses an oyster 
shell, the inner surface of which is quite clean. Newly submerged cement 
blocks, tiles and crevices of stones without any encrustii^ growth are also 
chosen for the purpose. Oviposition in all the cases I have come across, 
takes place at sunrise. At this time the urinogenital papilla of the female 
becomes long, stout and highly vascular forming a temporary ovipositor. 
A few eggs are laid at a time and the male which remains outside the shell 

t A large drainage channel within the Madras City which is generally Called the 
river Cooum. 
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till then goes inside and pours its milt over them and fertilizes them* These 
acts are repeated by the couple as a result of which immediately after 
oviposition one can see the eggs in varying degrees of development. 
After all the eggs are laid the female leaves the place and the male takes 
charge of them and remains inside the shell until the time of hatching. 
During short periods of captivity in the Laboratory aquarium the parents 
were seen to exhibit cannibalistic tendencies by devouring eggs and yoiing 
larvae. 

An unfertilized egg is round and yellow in colour and measures 0*8 mm. 
with a ring of transparent threads that help to anchor it to the substratum 
as soon as it is laid. After fertilization the zona radiata swells up and it 
measures 2*4 mm. in length. The adhesive threads elongate giving rise to 
a hollow stalk. As man^^ as three thousand eggs are laid at a time, though 
the number varies considerably. The eggs are arranged fairly close together 
without touching one another. 

The earliest stage observed is an hour and a half after fertilization when 
four cells are formed (Fig. 30). A very large number of small oil globules 
are seen in the yolk which never coalesce to form a single one as in A, neilli. 
Twenty minutes later the next division into eight cells takes place (Fig, 31). 
Sixteen and thirty-two celled stages are reached two and two and a quarter 
of an hour respectively after fertilization (Figs. 32 and 33), Five hours 
after fertilization the blastomeres appear as a cluster of small cells (Fig. 34). 
The blastodisc is distinct when seven hours old (Fig. 35) and three hours 
later the embryonic ridge appears as shown in Fig. 36 as a medium 
thickening in the blastoderm, which spreads as a thin film round the yolk 
mass. When twelve hours old (Fig. 37) the head end becomes larger and 
the blastoderm completely envelopes the yolk mass. In the eighteen hours 
old embryo (Figs. 38 and 39) the neural groove is clear, the rudiments of 
the eyes are formed as thickenings of the ectoderm and somites appear at 
the posterior region. The optic and auditory vesicles are formed and the 
caudal end grows free, when the embryo is about twenty-four hours old 
(Fig. 40). In a thirty-six hours* old embryo (Fig, 41) the tail is free, the 
eyes are distinct and the heart can be seen as a lube between the head and 
the yolk mass. The heart begins to pulsate when about twenty-two 
somites are visible in the trunk, Meanwhile two concretions are formed in 
the aiiditory vesicles. When the embryo is about forty-eight hours old 
(Fig. 42) blood corpuscles are formed and shortly after, circulation begins, 
The animal now moves its tail gently inside the egg capsule. 

When the embryo is about seventy-two hours old (Fig. 43) the impor¬ 
tant embryonic blood vessels are formed^ The dorsal and anal fin folds 
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are formed. Pectoral fins can be seen as bud-like projections. In the 
eighty-four hours’ old embryo the anterior end of the ventral aorta at 
the base of the hyoidean arch, where it divides into the two hyoidean 
arteries, pushes out the body surface to form the first common rudiment 
of the external gills. 

Four Days' Old Embryo (Fig. 44).—^The eyes turn dark and the pectoral 
fins become larger. The air bladder is formed. A large single chromatophore 
very characteristic of this form, appears ventrally at the middle of the tail 
portion. The external gill rudiment is longer with a notch at the tip. 

Five Days’ Old Embryo (Fig. 46).—The eyes begin to shine. The 
external gills reach as far as the mouth. The pectoral fins have become 
very large and are kept close to the body. The yolk gets considerably 
reduced. The notochord shows a tendency to bend upwards at the caudal 
end so as to give a heterocercal appearance. Peristaltic movement has 
begun in the intestine and the gall bladder can be seen as a pale yellowish 
green body. 

Six Days' Old Embryo (Fig. 46).—The external gills grow roimd the 
snout and reach as far as the eyes and are now and then flicked by the 
animal. They are two, simple, non-pinnate structures partially united at 
the base. The very large hyoidean arteries constitute the vascular loops 
of the external gills. The gill slits are formed and the internal gill lamellae 
have begun to develop as small buds. The i>ectoral fins are intermittently 
moved. The animal occasionally wriggles inside the zona radiata. 

Hatching takes place when the embryo is five to seven 3ays old, though 
six days is the usual time. If a larva does not come out after the seventh 
day it dies as is very commonly observed in the laboratory aquarium. 
External gills are poorly developed and are with defective blood supply 
in unhealtliy embryos which seldom hatch out and survive. The egg-case 
breaks open at the distal end and the animal comes out head first. Simul¬ 
taneously with the exit of the larva the external gills become non-functional 
and shrink up into small structures on the ventral side (Pig. 47). The 
larvee can be extracted a few hours earlier without any apparent ill-effect. 
The force of a current of water pressed out of an ordinary pippette will 
bring out a fully developed larva. 

The larva when it comes out is 3«3mm. long and has a small quantity 
of unconsumed yolk as shown in Pig. 47, the surface of which is pigmented 
with stellate chromatophores. Mouth, anal opening and gill slits are 
present. The pectoral fins are devoid of fin rays. Between the yolk sac 
and the anus is a small pre-anal fin. The notochord is distinctly turned 
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dorsalwards (heterocercal) at the caudal end and the caudal fin is usualty 
provided with about 10 fin rays. The auditory organ (Fig. 49) differs very 
much from that of A. neilli (Fig. 50). Between the tail end and the anus 
ivS a large conspicuous stellate chromatophore with a beautiful reddish 
brown colour. This chromatophore is very characteristic in this form, and 
the others in front and behind are much smaller and inconspicuous. The 
larva usually moves about at the bottom and rarely comes uj) to the surface. 

On the second day all the yolk is consumed and the liver becomes 
visible. The shrunken external gills either disappear or remain as minute 
rudiments. By the third day all traces of the external gills are lost. The 
notochord near the anterior end gradually gets curved. Within a week in 
the Laboratory aquarium the larva develops thirteen fin rays in the caudal 
fin (Fig. 48). The rudiments of the dorsal and anal fin rays arc also formed. 
No other appreciable change takes place other than an increase in size. 
It has not been possible to observe on what the animal feeds at this stage. 

The young larva or the well-developed embryo of this form can be 
distinguished from that of A, willi on account of the following characters :— 
The larger size, the difference in the structure of tlie auditory organs, the 
presence of external gills, the large conspicuous chromatophore on the ventral 
side of the trunk, the absence of any large oil globule in the yolk, the hetero¬ 
cercal fin and the early development of the caudal fin rays. 

Before the opening of the bar at Adyar but some time after the rains 
start the eggs of this form could be obtained in fairly large numbers; but 
afterwards only very seldom, though the adult specimens were found in 
abundance. 

Boleophthalmus boddeerti (Pallas). 

This interesting mud-skipper is fairly common in all cool and miry 
situations east of the Elphinstone Bridge, Adyar. About the breeding habits 
of Boleophthalmus boddeerti I could find no record of any definite observations 
except those by Harms.^ According to him both Periophthalmus and 
Boleophthalmus are viviparous. Well-developed embryos, he says, were found 
within the ovary of the former which came out at the slightest pressure. He 
is not certain at what stage the young ones come out. A large number of 
females of hoddeerti from Adyar was examined throughout the year, but 
none of them showed any developing embryos in the ovary. 

A thorough search was made for their eggs which having ended in 
failure, an effort was made to artificially fertilize the eggs, obtained by 


^ Harms, J. W., Zeit, /. Wiss, ZooL 1935, 146, 
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stripping the mature specimens. Except in a single instance the ovary was 
found to contain unripe ova. In the single specimen where ripe ova were 
present artificial fertilization was successful. Unfortunately as development 
proceeded the embryos began to die and though in many cases they were 
almost fully formed none of them hatched out. Apart from this, during the 
course of development many abnormalities were noted in a good number of 
embryos probably due to Uaborator}^ conditions. 

The ripe ovum before fertilization is 0-8 mm. in diameter. It is a 
round semi-transparent body with a cluster of adhesive thread.s sprouting 
from one side. The presence of anchoring threads show that as in Acentro, 
gobius they should get attached to some surface as soon as they arc extrud¬ 
ed, It is very likely that the fertilization of the egg takes place externally. 
Ill the centre is a small group of oil globules. Soon after fertilization the 
zona radiata gradually swells out into an ovoid capsule and the protoplasm 
streams to the attached lower side of the egg to form a granular cap 
(Fig. 52). The attached side of the egg membrane from which the threads 
sprout, does not swell up in uniformity with the remaining portion with the 
result that the egg-case becomes almost club-shaped. The zona radiata 
attains a maximum length of 1.6 mm. Half an hour after fertilization the 
protoplasm divides into two to give rise to the two primary blastomeres 
(Fig. 53). This again divides into four (Fig. 54), eight (Fig. 55) and so on 
till three hours after fertilization they form a cap of closely packed cells 
(Fig. 56). Seven hours after fertilization a thin layer of blastoderm com¬ 
pletely encircles the yolk and the embryo proper is formed in it as a median 
thickening (Fig. 57). When the embryo is seventeen hours old the head 
and the tail portions are distinct, though still attached to the yolk (Fig. 58). 
In a twenty-four hours’ old embryo the caudal portion is free and the head 
comes to lie at the free end of the egg capsule (Fig. 59). Somites are 
formed in the trunk portion and a space is formed between the yolk and the 
head which locates the position of the heart. The oi)tic vesicles are 
developed. The animal is incapable of any movement inside the zona 
radiata. 

Forty-eight hours after fertilization (Fig. 60) the embryo is well 
developed with a considerably long tail which comes round the much 
diminished yolk and almost touches the head. The eye.s are devoid of any 
pigment. The auditory vesicles have two minute concretions. The oil 
globules are much reduced in number. The embryonic circulation is well 
advanced and the animal wriggles actively inside the egg-case. 

Many of the embryos were found to be living till about fifty-four hours 
after fertilization. When re-examined twelve hours later they were all 
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found dead. This happened in spite of repeated changes of water and all 
efforts to keep it at the water temperature of Adyar. 

Incidentally I take this opportunity to record the feeding habit of this 
form which is quite at variance with the observations of previous 
workers, Periophthaltnus is known to be predaceous in its habits.* On 
account qf the close similarity in external features and habit the prevalent 
belief is that Boleophthalmus also is carnivorous.* I have had the opportu¬ 
nity of making a very careful study of the feeding habits of this form in the 
Adyar backwater which has revealed that it entirel}’’ depends for its food 
on micro-organisms only. The examination of the stomach contents, 
throughout the year, of a very large number of specimens has definitely 
proved beyond any doubt that the chief food of the animal consists of 
microscopic unicellular algse, mostly diatoms, both littoral and planktonic. 
Sometimes copepods are also found among these, but they are very rare 
except in two instances where the stomach contained fairly large quantities 
of them. The non-predaceous habit of this form is corroborated by the 
observations made on the living specimens both in the Laboratory aqua¬ 
rium as well as in their natural habitat. lu captivity even if the animal 
has to starve for weeks together it has not been noticed to feed, though 
a variety of food has been offered. 

Pctroscirtes bhattacharya Chaudhuri. 

This form was first described by Chaudhuri* in 1916 from Chilka Lake. 
Two large specimens were captured from Adyar from inside oyster shells, 
of which one was guarding its eggs. Bhattacbarj’a (1917) described the 
larv® of this form belonging to three different stages collected from Chilka 
Lake. Apart from this nothing is known about its breeding habits and 
development. 

Eggs of P. bhattacharya were obtained in Januray 1936 when they were 
found inside an empty oyster shell attached to a stone at a depth of about 
two and a half feet of water, in front of the Theosophical Society Library, 
Adyar. There were alsout 900 eggs most of which were attached to the 
lower valve adhering to the rock, the tipper valve containing only a very 
small number. The eggs were of a dull orange colour except a few towards 
the periphery which were beautifully pink. The whole lot was arranged 
in a compact manner without leaving any space between them (Fig. 61). 

* Day, Fauna of British India, Fishes, 2 ; Harmt, J. W., Zeif. f. wiss. Zool. Bd,, 
193$,1:4«. 

» Atcock* Naturalist in the Indian Seas, London, 1902; Jordan, D. S., Guide to 
the SMy of Fishes, New York, 1905, 2. 

* Feeords of the Indian Museum. 1916, 12. 
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Bach egg has the shape of a depressed dome (Fig. 62) with the attached 
ventral side flat, giving it a circular outline when viewed from above. The 
height is 0- 63 mm. and diameter 0 - SO mm. Its peculiar shape .should have 
been brought about only after ovipositiori. The flat ventral side and the 
greater part of the curved surface are covered by the adhesive substance 
which helps in the attachment of the egg. 

An interesting feature observed was the considerable disparity in 
development found among the eggs of the same brood. In a few, towards the 
periphery of the egg mass only the embryonic ridge was just formed 
(I'ig. C2) and these did not show more than two or at the most three days’- 
development. These were quite healthy ones and their development was 
followed. Most of the remaining eggs were in a much advanced state of 
development, showing a difference of about six days between them. In 
these the embrjms were fully formed with pigmented eyes, complete blood 
circulation, etc. (Figs. 68 and 69). Intermediate stages between these were 
also found. 

First Day. —l^gs showing very early stages were chosen for following 
the development. These were the pink ones, situated towards the peri¬ 
phery. The embryonic ridge could be seen as a clear band at the top of the 
yolk mass (Fig. 63). A single large characteristic oil globule was present in 
all the eggs including those of the advanced stages. 

Second Day.—As development proceeds the embryo situated on the 
dorsal side of the egg gradually turns to one side (Fig. 64). The process 
is slow as it is considerably handicapped by the peculiar shape of 
the egg. 

Third Day .—The optical vesicles now form (Fig. 65) and the embryo 
sinks partially into the yolk mass. 

Fourth Day .—Some of the somites in the middle of the trunk are now 
conspicuous (Fig. 66). The caudal end grows free from the egg mass. The 
heart has begun to beat and a slow circulation is visible. Scattered 
pigment appears on the yolk mass. The neural groove is distinct. 

Fifth Day .—The embryo rolls over and the yolk mass is now on the 
upper side (Fig. 67). The tail gets elongated and is always kept on one side. 
The blood circulation is completed. The vitelline circulation is very 
characteristic as in the European blenny, Anarrhichas lupus.^ Pigment¬ 
ation increases. The eyes are devoid of any pigment. The beautiful pink 
colour of the yolk is lost and it changes into dull orange. 


* McIntosh and Prince, Trans. Roy. Soc. Bditt., 1890,35, part Hi. 
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Sixth Day. —The lenses are formed. The eyes acquire a dark tinge. 
The auditory vesicles become visible (Figs. 68 and 69). It was in this 
condition that the majority of the eggs were found at the time of collection 
(Fig. 61). 

Seventh Day. —Pigment is formed on the inner side of the abdominal 
wall, giving it a dark appearance, which on casual observation would appear 
as external. Two minute concretions arc formed in the auditory vesicles. 
Pigment appears on the anterior end of the head above the fore-brain 
(Fig. 70). 

Eighth to Tenth Day. —Pectoral fins are developed (Fig. 71). Gall 
bladder becomes visible. The yolk gets gradually reduced, as a result of 
which it loses its original round condition, and becomes first heart-shaped 
and then crescent-shaped. The oil globule becomes smaller in size. The 
eyes turn bright and shining. 

Eleventh Day. —Yolk is considerably used up as a result of which the 
orange colour imparted to the embryo is lost. The oil globule still persists, 
thoirgh reduced in size. The pigmentation in front increases and two rows 
of pigment are formed on the ventral side of the tail portion (Fig. 72). 

Twelfth Day. —The larva comes out, head first, by an opening made 
on the upper side of the shell. At the time of hatching very little yolk 
remains though the oil globule persists. Fig. 73 shows a larva just in 
the act of coming out and Fig. 74 an empty egg shell. 

It was said at the beginning that the eggs contained both early as well 
as advanced stages of developing embryos. This difference in the develop¬ 
ment was kept up till the hatching time, when the first set hatched out 
seven days before the last. The time taken in the Laboratory for the eggs 
W'hich showed the earliest stage of development was twelve days and these 
could not have been more than three days old when collected. So rouglily 
it takes about fifteen days for the eggs to hatch out—a very long time when 
compared with that of most other fishes at Adyar. 

Larva : First Day. —A newly hatched larva measures 3 mm. in length 
(Figs. 76 and 76). From the time of its coming out it begins to move about 
actively remaining mostly at the bottom. The mouth opening which is 
absent at the time of hatching is developed on the first day itself. The 
pectoral fins are fairly large and functional and their bases are darkly 
pigmented. The dorsal, caudal and anal are continuous. A pre-anal fin is 
absent. Ventrals are undeveloped. A characteristic feature is the presence 
of two rows of chromatopbores on the ventral side of the body behind the 
anus (Fig. 77). The pigmentation formed early in front of the head of the 
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embryo still persists. Apart from thi.s there are tiny scattered pigment 
granules on the head and body. An opercular spine becomes visible on 
each side as a minute cone.§ 

The younge.st lot of larva: of Petroscirtes bhaltacharya described by 
Bhattacharya (1917) is about 3-26 mm. long. The arrangement of the 
chromatophores in them is as in the newly hatched one. Those described 
by him should be some days old as is evident by the greater length of the 
body and opercular spines. 

Larva : Second Day .—The lower jaw grows forwards and projects 
beyond the upper. The opercular spines become prominent and a second 
pair grow in front. The pectoral fins get more pigmented. The yolk is 
completely absorbed (Fig. 77). 

Larva : Third and Fourth Day .—The opercular spines grow longer and 
appear as in Fig. 78. The larva: did not live in the laboratory for more 
than four days. Bhattacharya mentions only one spine in the youngest lot 
of larvae described by him. Hence, it is very likely that only one of the two 
spines on each side grows long as the embryo grows in size. In the two lots 
of older larvae also described by him, the opercular spines are present. The 
characteristic chromatophores on the ventral side have disappeared and 
except for the presence of prominent opercular spines many of the adult 
features have formed. The second and the third sets of larvae measure 
13-26 and 15.9mm. respectively. 

Aplocheilus melastigma McClelland. 

Aplocheilus melastigma and Panchax parvus are well known as insect 
larvicides. Both forms are common in the fresh and brackish waters of 
Madras and their eggs usually found attached to algae, can be obtained 
throughout the year from the Cooiun and Adyar except in times of very 
heavy rains. Brief accounts of their development are given below;— 

The eggs of A. melastigma are generally found attached to algal fila¬ 
ments {Enteromorpha and Cheetomorpha) at Adyar and Cooum either singly 
or in small clusters. Before the eggs get attached to the algae they are 
carried about by the mother in large conspicuous clusters on the ventral 
side first noticed by Jenkins (1910). Sundara Raj (1916) has given diagrams 
and descriptions of the eggs and young larvae, though in the figures of the 
eggs the threads are shown too stout and sparse. No detailed account of 
their development is given. 

I The opercular spine, which is only a juvenile feature, is absent in the adiilt. 
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all over with short 

filamentous threads which are too short to be of an adhesive nature (Fig. 79) 

® slender threads is given off 

which helps in the attachment of the egg to the alg®. The yolk is of a dear 
transparent nature with a large oil globule. 
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The earliest stage of develoi)ment that I have observed in the eggs 
attached to the ventral side of the mother is that in which the blastoderm 
has formed and has Vjegun to spread round the yolk (Fig. 79). The embryo¬ 
nic region becomes clear on the second day (Fig. 80). The embryo lies sunk 
in the yolk. The rudiments of the eyes and the neural groove are 
visible. 

On the third day (Fig. 81) the neural groove is large and conspicuous. 
The embryo becomes larger in size. Auditory vesicles are formed. The eyes 
begin to get pigmented and the lenses become visible. Circulation has 
begun, though not very vigorous. The somites are very clear throughout 
the trunk. The tail gets elongated and freed from the yolk. The embryo 
is incapable of making any movement. 

On the fourth day the eyes are strongly pigmented. The yolk sac 
circulation is complete. The tail grows much longer and comes round the 
yolk. Pigment is formed in the body including the yolk sac. The animal 
wriggles inside the egg membrane. 

On the si.'cth day (Fig. 82) the eyes become bright and shining. The 
chromatophores get definitely arranged in the body,. No appreciable change 
except in the reduction of the yolk is noticed till it hatches out. 

The minimum time for hatching is eight days and by this time practi¬ 
cally all the yolk is absorbed. The larva moves about actively as soon as 
it comes out and measures 4 • 6 mm. in length on the first day. It always 
swims along the surface of the water. The dorsal fin which is continuous 
with the caudal is very small and starts far behind. The caudal fin is 
heterocercal and provided with fin rays (Fig. 83). The arrangement of the 
chromatophores in five rows on the trunk, one dorsal, two lateral and two 
ventral, is yery characteristic. The young larva and the changes that take 
place are described and figured by .Sundara Raj (1916). 

Incidentally it may be stated that though the majority of eggs hatch 
out in a fortnight’s time, in exceptional cases some eggs had their hatching 
period unduly prolonged. 

Panchax parvus Sundara Raj. 

This form was first described by Sundara Raj (1916) from Madras. 
The animal breeds most intensively about February thot^h the eggs have 
been collected in other parts of the year also. 

Eggs are round and each measures 1 *3 mm. in diameter. One to three 
long threads, sometimes as long as 16 mm. or more are given off from 
the surface of the egg which help it to get attached to algae as soon as it is 
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extruded,® The figure of the egg of Panckax parvus given by Sundara Raj 
is not however accurate. The threads from the egg are neither so numerous 
nor so short as shown by him. 

The earliest stage examined is one in which the embryonic ridge has 
formed and the blastoderm has begun to spread downwards (Fig, 84). The 
yolk is clear and transparent with a small group of oil globules which 
persists till the animal hatches out. 

By the second day’ the blastoderm completely envelopes the yolk mass 
(the neural groove is visible) and rudiments of the eye are formed (Fig. 85). 
The oil globules coalesce and become larger and fewer in number. The 
circulation which begins on the third day is complete by the fourth (Fig. 86). 
The embyro grows in size. The neural groove becomes large and pectoral 
fins appear. A Kupffer’s vesicle becomes visible at the place where the tail 
end gets free from the yolk mass. Gradually the yolk gets reduced. Pig¬ 
ment is formed in the body, first of a dull brown colour which later turns 
dark. They get definitely arranged by the seventh day (Fig. 87). The 
Kupffer's vesicle becomes large and has a beautiful pink colour (Fig. 87 Kf.), 
This is absent in A. melastigma. The eyes are.black and shining and the 
head at this time appears proportionately large. Active respiratory move¬ 
ments can be observed and the fluid inside the egg«case is kept in constant 
motion by the rapid movement of the pectoral fins. 

The hatching takes ])lace usually on the eighth day. The larva is 
6 mm, long and is extremely agile in its movements from the time of hatch¬ 
ing. The arrangement of chromatophores in six rows on the trunk, two 
dorsal, two lateral and two ventral, is very characteristic of the larva 
(Figs. 88 and 89). The lower lip is pigmented and projects somewhat 
be 3 ’'ond the upper. The Kupffer's vesicle disappears on hatching. The 
dorsal, the caudal and the anal fins are all continuous and the caudal, which 
is heterocercal, alone is provided with fin rays. The abdominal portion of 
the animal is considerably longer than that of A. melastigma, on account of 
which the anus is situated far behind. The larva mostly keeps to the surface 
of the water. 

General Observations, 

Among the fishes whose breeding habits and development were studied 
parental care has been noticed in Etroplus suratensis, £. maculatus, Aceniro- 
gobius neilli, A, viridipunctatus and Petroscirtes bhattacharyce, whereas 
parental care as such is found to be absent in Panchax parvus and Aplochei- 
lus melastigma. The fact that in the last-mentioned one eggs are found 

« Sundara Raj, 1916, attributes to P* Parvus the breading habit given by Thomas for 
Haplochilus panchax in his book Tank Angling i» India, Madras, 1887, 
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attached to the ventral side of the mother may be interpreted as a sort of 
parental care though it is clear that the action is not an intentional one on 
the part of the parent, but brought about by the presence of adhesive 
threads in the eggs, 

The Adyar bar opens at the end of October or by the beginning of 
November and the river remains connected to the sea till about March* 
April, though after the end of January the connection is intermittently cut 
off due to the accumulation of sand. A period of intensive breeding is noted 
within the brackish water area among fishes during the early pre-monsoon 
rains at which time the river is not sufficiently flooded to find an outlet 
into the sea. After the opening of the bar sudden changes in salinity occur 
in the brackish water zone and breeding is found to be less intensive. 
Some forms like Etroplus go up the river into less saline regioas and come 
back only when the variation in salinity is not sudden. It has been defi¬ 
nitely found that Acentrogobius viridipunctatus, A. neilli, Panchax parvus 
and Aplocheilus mdastigma are perennial breeders in the brackish water 
area. Recently (1936) a large number of very young larvae of Hemirham^ 
phus limbatus was found at the end of July and beginning of August after 
a few showers. Evidently this form breeds about this time. 

A cknowledgment. 

It gives me very great pleasure to acknowledge my deep indebtedness 
to Professor R. Gopala Aiyar, Director, University Zoological Research 
Laboratory, Madras, for his invaluable criticism, constant help and kind 
encouragement. My thanks are also due to the University of Madras for 
awarding me a Research Studentship. 


REFERENCES, 


(Only such references on the breeding habits or development of Indian Fishes as are 
directly referred to in the text arc given below.) 


1. Aiyar, R. G, 

2. Bhattacharya, D. R. 

3. Jenkins, J.T. 

4. jerdon, T. C. 

5. Panikkar, N, P. .. 

6. Idem. 


. * Observations on the Development of Acentrogobius 
neilli (Gobius neilli, Day)," ZooU Ans., 1935, Bd. 3* 

.. Stages in the Life-History of Gobius, Petrosciries and 
Hemirhamphus/* Mem. Ind. Mus., Calcutta, 1916, S. 

.. " Fish from India and Persia," Rec> Ind, Mm., 1910, 5. 

.. "On the Fresh-Water Fishes of S India—Pt. I," Mad. 
Journ. Lit. and Set., 1848, 15- 
"Notes on the Cichlid Fishes of Malabar : 
suraiensis and B. macuhtusj* Mad* Pish* BtdL, 1920, IZ^ 
. • " Further Notes on the Breeding Habits of the Pear! 
Fish Biroplus surateptsis,'* Jottr. Bom* NdL MUL Soc.^ 
1924, 29, 



Breeding Habits & Development of Brackish Water Fishes, Adyar 287 

7. Sundara Raj, .. .* "Notes on the Fresh-Water Fish of Madras,’' /nd. 

Mus., 1916,12. 

8. Willey, A. .. .. "Nests, Eggs and Earvae of Ophiocei^halus striaius” 

Spot. ZeyL, 1910, 6. 

9. Idem. .. .. .. " Notes on the Fresh-Water Fisheries of Ceylon,” 

ZeyL, 1911,7. 

EXPLANATION OF FIGURES. 

List oi» Abreviattons. 

1, 2 & 3 Cement Organs ; 9.-“External Gill ; tf&.-Gall bladder ; /T/.-Kupffer's vesicle ; 
og.-OW globule ; ^/.-Pectoral fin ; -Opercular spine. 

Figs. 1*23. Developmental Stages of Biro pins macnlains. 

Fig. 1. One celled stage 30 minutes after fertilization X 40 
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17. 
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{Larva in the act of coming out). 

18. Empty shell X 40 

19. Newly hatched larva x 27 

20. A group of young larvae resting at the bottom attached by their mucus 

threads. x 8 

21. f.arva Second Day X 27 

22. w Fourth „ X 40 

23. „ Sixth „ X 27 

Figs. 24-29. Developmental Stages of Biro plus suratensis, 

24. A well-developed embryo about 60 Hours old x 27 

25. A larva coming out of the shell X 27 

26. A larva with the egg capsule around. Semi diagrammatic. 

27. Newly hatched larva x 27 

28. Larva Third Day X 27 

29. „ Eigth Day X 20 

Figs. 30-49. Developmental Stages of Acentrogobius viridipunclatns. 

30. Four celled stage 1 Hour and 30 minutes old x 54 

31. Eight „ „ 1 n .. 50 „ X 54 

32. Sixteen „ „ 2 Hours old X 54 

33. Thirty-two,, „ 2 „ „ 15 „ „ X 54 
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18 

M 


X 54 (Side View). 

39. 

24 


ft 

X 54 (Dorsal View). 

40. 

24 


tt 

X 54 

41. 

36 

ty 

t1 

X 54 

42. 

48 

M 

»> 

X 54 

43. 

72 


M 

X 54 

44. 

96 


t* 

X 54 

45. 

120 

>1 


X 54 

46, 

144 


t, 

X 54 


47. Newly hatched larva with the shrunken external gills behind the 

lower jaw. X 40 

48. Larva Seven Days old. X 40 

49. Auditory Organ of a newly hatched larva. X 170 

50. », ,, ,, Acentrogobius neilli X 570 

Pros. 51“60. Developmental Stages of Boleophthalmus hodd^erti. 


51. 

Egg immediately before fertilization. 

X 40 

52. 

One celled stage 10 minutes after fertilization. 

X 40 

53. 

Two „ „ 30 

»► If 

X 40 

54. 

Four „ „ 

X 40 


5S. 

Eight ,, „ 

X 40 


56. 

Three Hour.s old 

X 40 


57. 

Seven „ ,> 

X 40 


58, 

Seventeen Hours old 

X 40 


59. 

Twenty-four „ ,, 

X 40 


60. 

Forty-eight „ ,, 

X 40 



Fir.s. 61-78. Developmental Stages of Petros dries bhattacharyce, 

61. Cluster of eggs showing the compact arrangen^ent. X 40 

62. Side view of an egg, X 70 

63. Earliest stage observed with the embryonic ridge. X 70 

64. Embryo Second Day X 70 


65. 

„ Third ,, 

X 70 


66. 

„ Fourth ,, 

X 70 


67. 

„ Fifth 

X 70 


68. 

„ Sixth „ 

X 120 (Extracted) 

69. 

ft ». ft 

X 70 


70. 

Seventh „ 

X 70 


71, 

„ Eighth „ 

X 120 (Extracted) 

72. 

„ Tenth 

X 70 


73. 

Larva coming out. Twelfth Day 

X 70 

74. 

Empty Shell 


X 70 

75. 

Newly hatched larva (Dorsal View) 

X 40 

76. 

ft If if 

(Ventral View) 

X 40 

77. 

Larva Second Day (Side View) 

X 40 

78. 

Head of the larva on 

the Fourth Day 



showing the opercular spines. 

X170 
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Figs. 79-^3. Developmental Stages of Afilocheilus melasfiffma. 


79. First Day (Earliest stage observed) x 54 

80. Second Day x 54 

81. Third Day X 54 

82. Sixth Day X 54 

83. Caudal fin of a newly hatched larva. X 70 

Figs. 84-89. Developmental Stages of Panchax parvus* 

84. First Day (Earliest stage observed) X 54 

85. Second „ x 54 

86. Fourth ,, X 54 

87. Seventh „ X 54 

88. Newly hatched larva (Dorsal View) X 20 

89. „ „ (Side View) X 20 


All figures have been reduced to% the magnifications given. 



ON “ BIDALOTITE ”, A NEW ORTHORHOMBIC 
PYROXENE DERIVED FROM CORDIERITE. 

By B. Rama Rao and L. Rama Rao. 

Received June 10,1937. 

Abstract, 

The paper gives an account of a new type of orthorhombic pyroxene 
recently discovered in the biotite-cordierite-h 5 rpersthene granulites occurring 
near the village Bidaloti in Mysore. From a detailed study of this mineral 
from the physical, chemical, and optical points of view, it has been shown 
that this orthopyroxene has a distinct individuality of its own, distinct 
from the known members of the enstatite-hypersthene series, and must 
therefore be recognised as a new mineral. It has also been shown that this 
pyroxene is of unusual origin, being derived from cordierite. The authors 
propose to call this new mineral Bidalotite after the village near which it 
was first found. 

Introduction. 

In the course of a detailed examination of the biotite-cordierite-hypersthene 
granulites exposed near the village Bidaloti (Koratagere Taluk, Tumkur 
District, Mysore), an unusual type of a lilac coloured orthojjyroxene was 
noticed by one of us in 1934, and the fact was reported through the columns of 
Current Science.'^ More recently this mineral has been studied in greater 
detail from the physical, chemical and optical points of view, and the present 
paper embodies the main results of this investigation. 

Geology of the Bidaloti area. 

The biotite-cordierite-hypersthene granulite which contains this lilac 
orthopyroxene is part of a series of crystalline granulitic rocks which occur 
about half a mile to the south of Bidaloti (13* 81' N ; 77® 17' 30*). In the 
field these granulites may be generally resolved into 3 groups:—(i) biotite- 
cordierite-hypersthene granulites, and sillimanite quartzites, (ii) pyroxene 
granulites and (iii) diopside-homblende granulites and amphibolites. It is 
believed that the rocks of group (i) represent the metamorphosed products 
of a thin series of sediments of Dharwarian age,* and those of groups (ii) and 


^ B. Rama Rao and M. B. R. R«o, Cwr. Set,, 1934, 3, 114-15. 
* B. Rama Rao, Proe, 23rd Ind, Set. Congrest, 1936, 233. 
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(iii), the altered phases of basic sills associated with these sediments. This 
entire composite series is seen to be intmded by the later acid rocks,—the 
Peninsular gneiss and the Closepet granite.* Thus the original sediments 
of this area appear to have been subjected to two distinct cycles of meta¬ 
morphism—one due to the intrusion of the basic sills which converted 
them into a kind of biotite-cordierite hornfels, and the other due to the 
intrusion of the later granites which brought about a further re-crystallisa¬ 
tion resulting in the conversion of the hornfels into a more coarse-grained 
biotite-cordierite-hypersthene granulite such as we see at the present day. 
One of the most interesting effects of this latter cycle of metamorphism 
appears to be the formation in this rock of the lilac orthopyroxene, now 
under investigation. 

The biotite-cordierite-hypersthene granulite. 

Striking approximately north and south, this rock occurs as thin bands 
and shows a dark grey colour when fresh. The texture is variable ; in some 
places it is very fine-grained and homfelsic with faint indications of the 
original banding or lamination, while in other places, especially near the 
contact with the granite, the rock is quite coarse-grained, and the consti- 
tvrent minerals like biotite, pyroxene, cordierite and quartz coirld be easily 
recognised even with the naked eye. Under the microscope, the rock shows a 
granoblastic to porphyroblastic texture and the following are the minerals 
commonly seen ;. cordierite, biotite, hypersthene, quartz, sillimanite, apatite, 
and the lilac coloured orthopyroxene now under study. 

The lilac orthopyroxene. 

This mineral is of very common occurrence and is seen practically in 
all the sections. In some, it occurs as small grains (about O*! to 0-3 mm. 
across) and in others, it is broad and platy being as much as 2 mm. long and 
1 *6 mm. wide. 

A . Optical characters. —The following are the important optical charac¬ 
ters of the mineral. 

System: orthorhombic. 

Habit: granular and platy. 

Cleavage ; good ; prismatic and at right angles. 

Extinction : straight. 

Pleochroism: very striking. 

Z »= lilac, jnnkish violet or pale purplish pink. 

Y same as above, but with a slightly brownish tinge. 

X pale yellow to almost colourless. 

* W, F, Smeeth, Fm//. Dept, of Mines and Geol., Mysore State, 1916, 6, 17-18. 
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Colour absorption : Z = Y > X. 

Refractive index : a = 1 •656'j 

p ass 1-667 }■ Determined by immersion method, 
y - l*672j 

Birefringence : y—a — *015 (By Bereck’s Compensator). 

Optical sign : negative. 

Optic orientation ; Z ™ C. 

Optic axial angle :2V— 57° ± 2° (Determined on Federow stage). 

Dispersion : p < v (as determined by the colour fringes of the hyperbola 
in ordinary white light). 

B. Chemical composition ,—^For purposes of chemical analysis, grains 
of the mineral were carefully separated by means of Thoulet solution using 
a Smeeth Separator, every care being taken to see that the sample was as 
pure as possible. Four separate samples were thus prepared from different 
specimens and the results of their analyses are as follows:— 


Constituents 

(1) 

K/551 (a) 

0/ 

/o 


(3) 

K/696 

0/ 

/o 

(4) 

K/660 

% 

(fi) 

G/80 

% 

mh 

63 -16 

51 -36 

52-36 

52 -48 

64-37 

A,1,0,, 

10 *65 

10-16 

4-90 

6-76 

9*39 

Fp,0, 

4-30 

4-43 

3-43 

5-00 

0-95 

PeO 

17-JO 

17-16 

15-43 

14 -14 

18-82 

MgO 

11-95 

13-18 

18-19 

19-61 

14-41 

OaO 





1-69 

Na,0 

tr. 


1 -38 



K,0 



tr. 



TiO, 

1 -35 

0-88 

1 -73 

0-93 

0-07 

H,0 + 

2-00 

2-00 

1-80 

1 -00 



100-41 

99-17 

99-22 

99-92 

99-73 

Sp. Gravity 

3-20 

3-24 

3 -22 

3-22 



(Analyst; Samples 1 to 4—E. R. Tirumalachar, Chemist, Mysore Geological 
Department.) 
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In Nos« 1 and 2, the mineTal is deep lilac and highly pleochroic. 

No. 3 ,, is lighter in colour but still distinctly pleochroic. 

No. 4 M i^ purplish pink. 

No. 5 ,, is an aluminous hypersthene from Uganda 

included here for purposes of comparison. 

From these analyses, it will be seen that this mineral is essentially a meta- 
silicate of iron and magnesia with some alumina—tlTe amount of alumina, 
however, being variable. The HgO in these analyses represents water 
which is "constitutional’’ and not "occluded”. 

C. Relation to cordierite, —Even a cursory examination of the micro- 
sections will reveal the fact that the lilac orthopyroxene almost always 
occurs closely associated with the cordierite of the rock. The grains 
of cordierite may frequently be seen to pass insensibly into the lilac 
mineral and in many instances (K/595, K/G03)* all gradational stages of 
alteration from incipient lilac patches in cordierite to well-developed crystals 
of lilac orthopyroxene with relics of original cordierite are observed [vide 
PI. XXII, Figs. 1, 2 and 3). In some sections (K/551, K/C03 [a), K/860) the 
cordierite shows sector or stellate twinning and'portions of one or more of 
these sectors are often seen to be composed of the lilac mineral [vide PI. XXIII, 
Fig. 4) ; in fact cases arc not wanting where a stellate twin of cordierite has 
been entirely replaced by the lilac mineral (K/592, K/603, K/598). The normal 
cordierite in many of these sections has vivid pleochroic haloes showing 
the characteristic lemon yellow to orange yellow colour. Similar pleochroic 
haloes though showing a slightly different shade of colour arc also frequently 
seen in the lilac orthopyroxenes [vide PI. XXII, Figs. 1 and 2). Where we 
have a cordierite (K/890, K/879) in partial stages of conversion to the lilac 
orthopyroxene, the pleochroic haloes lying in the cordierite portions are yellow 
while those in the lilac orthopyroxene ate greenish. In addition, we have 
also a few sections (K/592, K/555, K/860) where one half of a pleochroic halo 
lies in the cordierite and the other half, in the lilac orthopyroxene. On 
rotating the stage we find that the former half shows the usual lemon yellow 
colour while the latter has the greenish tinge elsewhere seen characteristically 
in the haloes entirely within the orthopyroxenes. From these several 
evidences it seems obvious that the lilac orthopyroxene is in some way geneti¬ 
cally related to the cordierite of the rock. 

Z). Relation to hypersthene. —^Next to cordierite and the lilac ortho¬ 
pyroxene, hypersthene is the most commonly occurring mineral in many 

♦ Numerals in brackets refer to tbc Reg. No. of specimens and their corresponding 
micro&lides kept in the Museum, Mysore GeoL Dept. 
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of the sections ; and one would naturally like to know what relationship, 
if any, the lilac orthopyroxene has to this well-known orthopyroxene which 
occurs with it. From an examination of the sections, it will be seen that 
these two orthopyroxenes though they occur side by side are alway^s distinct 
and have nothing to do with each other. In fact the difference in pleochroism 
and relief between the two minerals are strikingly noticeable (vide 
Pi. XXIV, Figs. 8 and 9) when they occur together (K/548, K/660, 
K/862). The hypersthene occurs in its usual form and has a relief appre¬ 
ciably higher (Ref. Index = l-72) than the lilac mineral (Ref. Index = 1-67). 
It always shows its characteristic pleochroism (X — bright pinkish red, 
Z — bluish green) which comes nowhere near that of the lilac orthopyroxene 
(X = pale yellow to colourless, Z = lilac or purplish) ; and the nature of the 
dispersion is also different in these two minerals. Thus it is clear that the 
lilac orthopyroxene is a distinctly separate mineral, with no relationship 
whatever in its optical characters to hypersthene. Moreover, in none of the 
hypersthenes of the rock do we see any pleochroic haloes such as those found 
in the cordierite and the lilac orthopyroxene. 

Discussion. 

From the above description, it will be evident that the lilac mineral 
under investigation has a distinct individuadity of its own, and represents 
a new type of orthopyroxene, different from any of the usual members of the 
enstatite-hypersthene series. The intimate association between this new 
pyroxene and cordierite to which attention has been drawn above is such 
that it leads one naturally to conclude that the former is in some way derived 
from the latter. This mineral transformation was probably one of the effects 
of the later granitic intrusions on the pre-existing biotite-cordierite hornfels 
of the area, and consisted in the chemical breaking up of some of the cordi- 
erites, following which there was the elimination of a certain amount of alumina 
and addition of some ferrous iron and magnesia, and the material thus derived 
was recrystallised to form the new lilac orthopyroxene. Some of the needles 
of sillimanite crystals commonly seen in association with the new pyroxene 
probably represent the products of crystallisation of the alumina liberated 
in the above process. This lilac pyroxene being essentially a meta-silicate 
of iron and magnesia is similar in composition to hypersthene, but differs 
from it in having a certain amount of alumina in addition. Thus at first 
sight the new mineral might appear to be merely an aluminous hypersthene 
of the kind mentioned by Groves* (see table of analyses) but a look at its 
optical properties and a comparison with those of hypersthene will at once 

* A. W. Groves, Q. /. G. S., 1935,91, Pt. 2, lSS-57. 
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make it clear that this lilac orthopyroxenc cannot by any means be consi¬ 
dered merely as a variety of hypersthene. The aluminous hypersthenes 
described by Groves in spite of the alumina they contain, are like normal 
hypersthenes in their optical characters, but such is not the condition in 
the present case. Here we have a new mineral altogether. 

Conclusion. 

Thus in this Bidaloti area we seem to be dealing with an entirely new 
type of orthopyroxene and that of an unusual origin, derived from cordierite. 
In its mode of origin, optical characters, and to a certain extent, its chemical 
composition, this Bidaloti lilac mineral has an identity of its own and has 
therefore to be recognised as a new member of the orthopyroxene group. 
This new mineral may ajjpropriately be called " Bidalotite '' after the name 
of the village near which it w^as first found. 
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EXPLANATION OF PLATES. 

P:.AT* XXI1. 

Fig, 1,—An early stage of development of the lilac orthopyroxene. In the centre of the 
figure the mineral is seen forming a closely packed fibrous aggregate in the 
original cordierite. The unaltered cordierite can still be seen at the edges. 
(K/ 606 .) X 

Fig, 2.—In this slide the mineral has developed a pronounced lilac tinge, and also shows 
a slightly higher relief than the grains of cordierite. Note the pleochroic 
haloes both in the cordierite grains (c) and the newly-formed lilac mineral (/). 
(K/S9S.) X 

Fig. 3.—The lilac orthopyroxene is seen here as a clearly recognisable mineral, coarse 
and piaty and showing good cleavages. Remnant patches of cordierite (c) are 
still noticeable. Note the sector twinned cordierite, clear and unaltered, at 
the lower end of the figure. (K/603 o.) X 24, 

Pl,ATS XXIIL 

Fig. 4.-"In the centre of the figure is seen a sector twin of cordierite portions of which 
are composed of the lilac mineral. (K/SSl.) X 24, 

Fig. 5,*—Coarse grain of a twinned cordierite crystal converted in portions to the lilac 
mineral. Needle like crystals in cordierite (colourless) are sillimanitc. 

(K/860.) X <50. 
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Fig. 6.— Sieve texture in the lilac orthopyroxene. The irregular granular inclu.sions of 
the colourless minerals are composed of mostly quartz and some cordierite. 
(K/5SL) X ^0. 

PtATfi XXIV. 

Fig, 7.—The figure shows a very coarse crystal of the lilac orthopyroxene with its well- 
developed prismatic cleavages. Note the irregular and sutured boundary, at 
the lower end of the figure between the lilac mineral and cordierite. 
(K/871.) X 20. 

Fig. 8.—In the centre of the figure is a well-developed platy crystal of the lilac mineral 
surrounded by granular crystals (dark in figure) of hyperstheue. Note the 

contrast in relief between the two minerals. (K/862.) X 20. 

Fig. 9. —Figure shows the lilac mineral and hyperstheue together. Note the difference in 
their colour absorption for similar orientations and also the contrast in relief 
between the two minerals. (K/560.) X 20. 
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GENUS ZYGNEMOPSIS IN NORTHERN INDIA. 

By M. S. Randhawa, M.Sc,, I.C.S. 

{Fysabad,) 

Received April 17, 1937. 

In IdM, the author described a new member of the Conjugalai Ghosella 
indica, as a new genus and a new sj)ecies. In subsequent years and parti¬ 
cularly in 19.37, he came across five more species which may be referred 
to this new genus. 

Before dealing witli these new species, which form the subject-matter 
of this paper, it is advisable to review the history of this new genus wdiich 
occupies a unique position in the order Zygnemales due to its transitional 
nature. That tliese alg^e stand midway between Deharya and Zygnenia 
there is no doubt. If one were to consider the character of their chloro- 
plasts only, then there is nothing to differentiate these from the other species 
of Zygnema. In fact in a purely vegetative stage, nobody can distinguish 
these alga: from some species of Zygnema. In their reproductive phase 
these alga: show a considerable resemblance wdth some species of Debarya 
with certain peculiarities of their own. Mucilaginous lamellae of pectic 
cellulose, very wdde conjugation canals, marked geniculation of conjugating 
filaments, and isogamous conjugation with the zygospores extending into the 
gametangia are the features which these alg^c have in common with Deharya, 
Due to its resemblance with Debarya, Transeau in 1915 described certain 
species which are now referable to this genus as Debarya americana Trans, 
and Debarya decussata Trans, In 1925 he described Debarya spirale 
(Fritsch) Trans. Czurda who bases his classification of Zygnemales on the 
character of the chloroplasts only, in Heft 9 of Susswasserfiora Mitteleuropas 
described all these three forms as species of Zygnema. 

However, apart from the resemblance of these forms in their vegetative 
phase with Zygnema, and in their conjugation with Debarya, they have certain 
peculiarities of their own. Firstly, the zygospores of these algae show a great 
variety in shape and structure even in the same species. Secondly, all these 
ate characterised by the presence of peculiar triangular zygospores produced 
as a result of the fusion of the terminal cell of a filament with the intercalary 
cell of another filament. Thirdly, in the presence of spindle-shaped or oval 
aplanospores these algoe differ from most known si>ecies of Debarya, 
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Moreover, if these algae are placed in the genera Zygnema, and Debarya 
according to the whim of the taxonomist, it will cause a great confusion. 
Their transitional nature is evident by the combination of the features of 
Zygnema and Debarya which they show, and they mark a definite stage 
in the evolution of the Zygnemales. So the best course is to include all 
these in a new genus which the author named in 1954 as Ghosella and Transeau 
in the same year as Zygnemopsis. In the present paper the author has 
adopted the generic name suggested by Transeau, for it is more descriptive 
of the nature of the algse described under it. So far in all fourteen species 
have been described from Europe, South Africa, America and China, as 
belonging to this genus. With the addition of the six Indian species the 
total stands at twenty. 

Genus Zygnemopsis is described as follows:— 

Zygnemopsis (Skuja) Transeau 1934 — GhoseUa. Randhawa 1934. 

Vegetative cells with plane end walls ; two more or less rounded or 
semistellate chloroplasts containing a central pyrenoid, in each cell. In 
some rare cases one or three to five chloroplasts, may be seen in each cell. 
Reproduction takes place by isogamously produced zygospores, and spindle- 
shaped aplanospores. No lateral conjugation takes place in any known 
species. Marked geniculation of the mating filaments takes place during 
conjugation. The gametangia become filled with a dense pectic cellulose 
colloid, which in most species is secreted in lamellse, and in a few in a homo¬ 
geneous mass. The spore wall is composed of three layers, of which the 
mesospore is yellowish to brownish in colour and is variously sculptured 
at maturity. The zygospores show a great variety in shape, even in the 
same species. The remains of the gametangia persist around the zygosjxjres 
in the form of horn-like structures. Pecitliar triangular zygospores produced 
as a result of the fusion of the terminal cell of a filament with the inter- 
calarj' cell of another are also seen. 

1, Zygnemopsis indica Randhawa (Fig. I). 

Vegetative cells 10-16 fi broad, 4-6 times as long, each with two rounded 
or semistellate chloroplasts, with one pyrenoid in each, surrounding the 
centrally situated nucleus (Fig. I, 1), 

Conjugation .—Conjugation scalarifonn, distinct geniculation of fila¬ 
ments takes place. Conjugation canals very wide (Fig. 1, 2). Deposition 
of shining white lamellae of pectic cellulose takes place in the gametangia. 
Conjugation between 5 or more filaments quite common. 
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Fio. I. Zygnemopsis indUo Randhawa. 

1. A vegatativa filament showing cells and chloroplasts. 2. A stage in conjugaUon 
showing wide conjugation canals and lamellation. 3. Two 

ripe aygospores. 4. A filament showing a triangular zygospore and an aplanospore ( ) 
S A ripe zygospore showing the spore walls, mesospore («) shows punctation. I^amell 
not shown tn the walls. 6. Shows <,uadrately ovoid zygospores. 
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Zygospores in the conjugation canal, also extending into the ganietangia 
The joints of the ripened cells get loosened, resulting in the detachment 
of the zygospores which retain the four horn-like remains of the gametangia. 
The zygospores are 36-40 jjl in diameter exclusive of their mucilaginous 
coats, and including these may be as broad as 50 /x. When fully mature 
these are deep yellow in colour, and show a great variet 3 ^ in shape, some 
being cjuadrately ovoid (lug. I, 0), some irregular but the majority are of 
the globose typ^. The zygospore wall is composed of three layers of wliich 
the exospore is thin, smooth, light blue, the niesosj^ore is thick, chocolate 
brown, and the endospore is 3 ^ellowish brown. The Z 3 ^gos])ore wall shows 
punctation on its surface in the form of very small circular depressions 
(Fig. I, 3, 5 and 6). 

Peculiar zygospores with three horn-like outgrowths, resulting from 
the conjugation of a terminal cell of a filament witli an intercalary cell of 
another, are also seen (Fig, I, 4). 

Aplanospores, —Spindle-shaped aplanospores are also commonly seen 
(Fig. I, 4), 

Habit, —Free floating in a yellowish mass in a fresh-water pond near 
V. Haruira, district Jullundar, and V. Shahpur, district Hoshiarpur, Punjab, 
in the months of February, March and April 1930. 

2. Zygnemopsis splendens sp. nov. (Fig. II). 

This alga has been collected mixed with a species of MottgeoHa from 
various ponds and paddy fields in villages Mhow-Jadubanspur and Rampur, 
district Fyzabad, in the months of January, February and early March 1937. 

Vegetative cells 12-14 ft broad, 30-42 ft long, each containing two 
irregiilarl}' rounded chloroplasts, each with a central pyrenoid. The proto¬ 
plasm of the cells secretes a shining white pectic cellulose substance. Septa 
of the cells plane (Fig. II, 1). 

Reproduction, —Scalariform conjugation is the usual mode of reproduc¬ 
tion. As compared with the other species of genus Zygnemopsis, the conju¬ 
gation canals arc comparatively narrow (Fig. II, 2). The protoplasm 
secretes a shining white pectic cellulose substance which fills the gametangia 
in a homogeneous mass, unlike the other species of Zygnemopsis, where it 
is secreted in layers. This is a typically isogamous species and zygospores 
are found more or less in the middle, and extend into the ganietangia only 
very slightly in immature condition. The zygos^xires are of various shapes, 
being heart-shai>ed, diamond-shaped, or potato-shaped in appearance 
(Fig, II, 3 and 4). The remains of the gametangia persist around the zygo¬ 
spores, which dissociate from each other by the loosening of the joints 
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Fic. II. Zygnemopsis splendens sp, nov. 

1. A filament showing chloroplasts and cells. 2, An early stage in conjugation showing 
narrow conjugation canals. 3. Two conjugating filaments showing a^ygospores (a). 4. An 
advanced stage in conjugation showing the shapes of aygospores and absence of lamellation. 
5 and 6* Show dissociation of ripe zygospores with the remains of gametangia around them. 

All figs. X 660. 
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(Fig. II, 5). The immature zygospores are 16-20 long, exclusive of the 
remains of gametangia. The spore wall bears reticulations on its surface which 
are faintly brown in colour in immature zygospores, (Fi^. II, 6). Mature 
zygospores were collected on 25th March 1937. These are <iuadrately 
ovoid and in some cases more or less conical in shaj)e. As compared with 
the immature zygospores these are considerably bi^er in size being 26-30 /n 
broad, and 40-50 ^ long. The exospore is thin, smooth, light blue in colour 
and is separated by a wide space filled with brownish yellow matter from 
the brownish mesospore which bears minute reticulations on it (Fig. II, 6). 

A zygospores .—In some cases it was noticed that the gametes failed to 
meet, and their contents independently develop into azygospores (Fig. II, 3). 

Affinities .—This species diilers from all the other known species of 
Zygnemopsis, in the secretion of ])ectic cellulose in a homogeneous ma.ss, in 
the absence of lamellation and the peculiar sliaiie of its zygospores. 

3. Zygnemopsis lamellata sp. nov. (Figs. Ill and IV). 

This beautiful member of the Zygnemales was found free-floating in 
a darkish purple mass in Tons Nadi under the bridge near the tahsil buildings 
at Akbarpur, district Fyzabad, U.P., on 15th February 1937. Another 
specimen was collected on 25th March 1937 from Tirwa Nadi, near Tanda. 
This alga shows a luxuriant growth in the slowly flowing fresh-water streams 
of Fyzabad District. 

The vegetative cells are 15-18 /* broad and 32-42 ja long. There are 
two rounded or more or less semistellate chloroplasts in each cell. The peri¬ 
phery of the cells are full of pectic cellulose which is shining white in 
appearance. 

Reproduction in this species takes place by means 
of aplanospores and zygospores produced by isogamous conjugation. 

(»■) Conjugation .—The process of conjugation in this species is typically 
isogamous. The conjugation canals are immensely wide. The chloroplasts 
show a movement towards the middle part of the conjrtgation canal, as is 
evident from their fore and aft po.sition. {surrounding the chloroplasts 
are numerous granules. Mucilaginous lamellae composed of shining white 
pectic cellulose are secreted by the retreating protoplasm as in Zygnemopsis 
indica (Fig. Ill, 2). The conjugating filaments show a marked genicula- 
tion, while the cell contents become very much vacuolated (F^. Ill, 8). 

The zygospores are of a dark bluish green colour and occur in such large 
numbers that they give a dark bluish colour to the water of rivulet from 
where the alga was collected. They present a great variety in shape, in 
some cases they are quadrangular with plane sides, and in some cases these 
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Fig. IIL Z^gnemopsU lamellata sp. nov. 

1, Shows a filament with cells and chloroplasts. 2 and 3. Show early stages in con- 
jtigailon. 4 md 5. S how different sha^s of aygospores with their markings. 

All figs, X 660, 
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are quadrangular with concave sides, and the cornets obtuse (Fig, III, 4). 
In some rare cases the zygospores were diamond-shaped (Fig. IV, 2), but on 
the whole the globose shape is more common (Fig. IV, 1). The zygospores 
are 44-52 /x in diameter. The spore wall is composed of three layers, of 
which the exospore is also fairl}" thick and greenish blue in colour, the meso- 
spore is dark bluish green in colour, and the endospore is thin, light bluish 
in colour. The spore wall bears foveolate type of reticulations on its surface, 
and when crushed, punctation in the form of small dots is also noticeable 
on the surface of the spores (Fig. IV, 1). The zygospores get loosened 
from each other, and float about with four horn-like remains of the game- 
tangia at their sides. 

A peculiar type of triangular zygospores seen in Z. indica are also seen 
in this species. These result from the conjugation of the end cells of some 
filaments which meet vertically the cells of a filament lying horizontally. 
The result is the formation of these triangular zygospores with three horn¬ 
like sides (Fig. IV, 3). 

(ii) Aplanospores. —Unlike other species of Zygnemopsis, reproduction 
by means of aplanospores is just as common as that by the aid of zygospores. 
Such aplanospores were also seen in Z, indica, but in that species, these are 
rather rare. In some cases it was seen that .while normal conjugation is 
taking place in a part of two filaments, the remaining part of one is producing 
aplanospores. In early stages the middle part of a cell begins to expand 
laterally, while the chloroplasts become surrounded by granular matter. 
The cells become filled with a solid mass of pectic cellulose at the sides, while 
around the chloroplasts a reticulum is secreted, which is irregular in earlier 
stages (Fig. IV, 4). Later on the network secreted in each chloroplast 
expands, and both the networks meet in the middle forming a cylinder 
(Fig, IV, 5). A thick, brown and smooth exospore spindle-shaped in outline 
separated from the reticulate mcsosjjore by a wide distance develops in 
mature spores (Fig, IV, 7 and 8). However, some aplanospores are typi¬ 
cally oval in shape. The mesospore is thick brown with foveolate reticula¬ 
tions. The aplanospores are 24-36/x broad, and 40-74/x long, inclusive 
of the mucilaginous walls. Excluding the mucilaginous sheath these are 
18-24 /X broad. 

Affinities. — This alga differs from Zygnemopsis indica Randhawa 
in the presence of foveolate reticulations on the surface of spore walls, the 
peculiar structure of its aplanospores, and the broader size of its cells and 
zygospores. It differs from Z. quadrata, Jao in the white colour of its 
lamellce, reticulations on its spore walls, which are scrobiculate in the Chinese 
species, and the absence of a suture. There is a slight resemblance between 
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Fig. IV, Z'^gnemopsis lamellata $p, nov. 

1 and 2. Show different type of zygospores, 3. Shows a triangular zygospore, 4, 5 
and 6, Show different stages in the development of aplanospores, 7 and 8, Show ripe 
aplanospores. 


AU figs, X 660, 
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the aplanospores of this form with those of Ddxuya reticulata l^anseau 1926, 
whose zygospores are not known, but those of the present form diflfet in the 
absence of thickenings at the poles, ais well as the presence of well-marked 
foveolate reticulations. All these differences from the related species, 
warrant the establishment of a new species which is called Zygnemopsis 
lamellata. 

Zygnemopsis lamellata sp. nov. (Figs. Ill and IV). 

Vegetative cells 15-18/x long. 32-42 /* broad, each with two semistellate 
chloroplasts bearing a pyrenoid in the middle. Reproduction by means 
of globose or quadrangular zygospores 44-62 n in diameter, dark bluish green 
in colour, extending into the gametangia. Ivamellae of pectic cellulose 
secreted in the gametangia. Mesospore thick, dark bluish green with foveo¬ 
late reticulations. Spindle-shaped or oval aplanospore also abundantly 
seen. 

Habit .—Found in a dark purple mass in Tons Nadi near Akbarpur, 
district Fj^zabad, U.P., on 15th February 1937 and on 25th March 19.37 
from Tirwa Nadi, Tahsil Tanda, in the same district. 

4. Zygnemopsis Jyengari Randhawa nov. comb. 

{Zygnema lyengari Randhawa) (Figs. V and VI). 

This species of Zygnemopsis was found free-floating in a yellowish 
brown mass in small puddles of water around Pikia Nadi near Rajeh Sultanpur, 
Tahsil Tanda, district Fyzabad, U.P., mixed with Mougeotia lepus sp. nov. 
and numerous species of desmids. 

The vegetative cells are 12-18/it broad and 6-8 times as long, being 
narrower and longer as compared with those of Z. lamellata. There are 
two more or less rounded chloroplasts in each cell (Fig. V, 1). 

Conjugation .—^The early stages in conjugation are very similar with 
those of Z. indica and Z. lamellata, and in the absence of mature spores with 
their characteristic markings it is impossible to distinguish between the 
various species. The conjugation canals are wide, well-marked lamellee 
of pectic cellulose appear, and the conjugating filaments show geniculations 
(Fig. V, 2 and 3). Wlren stained with iodine the chloroplasts with their 
central pyrenoids show a wheel-like structure with a number of spokes 
radiating outwards (Fig. V, 3,4 and 5). The arms of the gametangia become 
filled with pectic cellulose resulting in the confinement of the protoplasm 
and the cloroplasts in a squarish siuice in the middle of the conjugation canals 
(Fig. y, 4). I^ater on the outer part may become hexagonal in outline, 
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and- lamellation becomes very much faint, being noticeable only around 
the periphery of the central mass of protoplasm (Fig- V, 5). 

When fully mature the zygospores completely fill the conjugation canals, 
and not a trace of pectic cellulose being seen laterally. The spore wall is 
composed of two layers, of which the exospore is light bluish green with a 
brownish tinge. In some zygospores the exospore is as thick as the meso- 
spore and shows thickenings at the four poles (Fig. VI, 1). The mesospore 
is separated from the exospore by a space filled with a yellowish brown 
matter. In mature sporCvS it is thicker than the exospore, and is yellowish 
brown in colour. The mesospore is very complexly sculptured, being raised 
into a number of ridges which are more noticeable in a lateral view (Fig. VI, 3). 
Denticulate markings in the form of small spine-like projections are also 
noticeable, and there may also be wave4ike reticulate markings on some 
of the zygospores (Fig. VI, 2). Triangular zygospores are also frequently 
seen (Fig. VI, 5). Mature zygospores are 44-54/x in diameter. 

Aplanospoyes, —A.sexual reproduction by means of barrel-shaped, spindle- 
shaped, or globose aplanospores takes place quite commonly in this species. 
While some filaments may be reproducing exclusively in an asexual manner 
with plenty of aplanospore formations, others show conjugation side by 
side with aplanospore formation (Fig. VI, 1). The aplanospores develop 
from the ordinary vegetative cells by swelling of the middle part and appear¬ 
ance of granular matter around the chloroplasts (Fig, VI, 6). Extensive 
secretion of pectic cellulose in a homogeneous mass takes place and a reti¬ 
culum develops in the protoplasm (Fig. VI, 7). When mature the aplano¬ 
spores are globose or spindle-shaped with a number of parallel ridges on 
the surface (Fig. VI, 9, 10, 11 and 12), The aplanospores are 24-28 /ut in 
diameter normally, w^hile in one case these were as broad as 32 /x and 64/x 
long. 

Affinities. —In September 1936, the author described^ a new species of 
Zygnema as Z. lyengari. That aplanosporic species resembles the present 
one in the shape of its aplanospores, the only difference being that the cells and 
aplanospores of the present form are longer and narrower. Zygnema lyengari 
is obviously an aplanosporic species pf Zygnentopsis and is renamed as 
Zygnemopsis lyengari. Z, lyengari differs from the related species Z. indica 
in the presence of ridges on its zygospores and the peculiar shape and structure 
of its aplanospores. 
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Fig. VL lyengari sp, nov. 

I, Shows conjugation and asexual reproduction by aplanospores (o) at the same time. 
2. Shows ripe zygospore. Mark the reticulate markings on the middle one. 3, Shows 
lateral view of two zygospores showing ridges. 4. Shows ripe zygospores. 5. Shows 
azygospores resulting from the fusion of the terminal cell with an intercalary cell. 6 and 
7. Show early stages in the development of aplanospores. 8 to 12. Show different types 
of aplanospores with their markings. 


All figs. X 660. 
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Zygnemopsis lyengari nov, comb. {Zygnema lyengari). 

(Figs. V and VI). Randhawa. 

Vegetative cells 12-16/x broad, 6-8/* times as long, each cell with two 
rounded chloroplasts bearing each a central pyrenoid. Zygospores globose, 
44-64 /* in diameter, with a thick bluish green exospore separated by a space 
filled with light yellowish brown matter from the yellowish brown meso- 
spore. Spore wall with ridges and denticulation on surface. Asexual 
reproduction by barrel-like, or spindle-like aplanospores beating a number 
of parallel ridges on surface, 24-28/* in diameter. 

Habit. —Free-floating in Pikia Nadi, near Rajeh Sultanpur, district 
Fyzabad, U.P., on IBth January, 1937. 

5. Zygnemopsis globosum sp. nov. (Fig, VII). 

This species of Zygnemopsis was found free-floating in an irrigation 
channel leading to paddy fields from a Jhil near Tanda on 26th March, in 
a dirty brown mass mixed with a species of Chara and Oedogonium. 

The vegetative cells are 12-14 /* broad and 36-72 /* long, and each cell 
usually contains two rounded chloroplasts, but in some ceUs there is only 
one chloroplast in each cell (Fig. VII, 1). 

Conjugation is typically isogamous as in other species of Zygnemopsis 
and plenty of mucilage secretion in the forms of lamellae takes place. Conju¬ 
gation between three or more filaments is quite common. Conjugation 
canals are very wdde and marked geniculation of filaments takes place 
(Fig. VII, 3, 4 and 5). Ripe zygospores are yellowish in colour. The outer¬ 
most covering in most cases is formed of two thick layers of shining white 
pectic cellulose, beneath which are noticeable the two layers of the spore 
wall. The exospore is dark yellowish brown in colour and separating it 
from the raesospore is a space filled with brownish matter. The mesospore 
is brownish green or dark brown. The spore wall bears polygonal or irregu¬ 
larly rounded reticulations. The meshes of the reticulum are very wide 
as compared with those of Z. lamellata being 4-6 /* apart. The zygospores 
are typically rounded in shape, hence the specific name globosum (Fig. VII, 
6). Very rarely quadrangular zygospores with thickened poles are also seen 
(Fig. VII, 7). Zygospores are 44-50 /* in diameter. 

Aplanospores .—Very rarely one may come across spindle-^aped 
aplanospore.s 30-32/* broad and 40-44/* long, with reticulatioas on spore 
wall (Fig. VII, 8). 

Affirrities .—This species comes nearest to Z. iamelitUaiTotn which it dif^ 
in its narrower and longer cells, fewer lamellse in ec^ ceS, its zygosppres 
with their broad reticulations^ and the sim[der stmctnre qf its aplanospor^. 



Fic* VII. Z^^gnemopm globosum »p, nov. 


I 4 Shows a hlament, mark the single chloroplast in one cell. 2 . Shows three filaments 
conjugating together. 3» 4 and $* Show different stages in conjugation* ^6 and 7 * Show 
ripe zygospores with the reticulate markings. 8 * Shows an aplanospore. 
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Zygnemopsis glohosum sp. nov. (Fig. VII). 

Vegetative cells 12-14 jti broad, 36-72/[* long, each cell with one or 
two rounded chloroplasts. Zygospores, globose 40-60 ft broad. Spore 
wall with very broad reticulation on surface. Aplanospores spindle-shaped, 
rare, 30-32 /j, broad and 40-44 fi long. 

Habit. —Found mixed with a species of Oedogonium in a water channel 
near a Jhil at Tanda, district Fyzabad, U.P., on 25th March 1937. 

6. Zygnemopsis minutum sp. nov. (Fig. VIII). 

This alga was found mixed with Zygnemopsis lamellata Randhawa and 
Zygnema Oudhensis sp. nov. in a greyish mass free-floating in Tons Nadi 
near tahsil buildings, Akbarpur, Fyzabad, U.P., on 25th March 1937. 

Vegetative cells are 8-10 broad arid 36-46 /x long. Each cell contains 
two irregularly rounded chloroplasts. The septa are plain, and the cells 
have a tendency to dissociate from each other. The filaments appear like 
a colony of Cylindrocystis produced as a result of transverse separation in 
a horizontal plane (Fig. VIII, 1). 

Reproduction. —Reproduction takes place by means of aplanospores 
and very rarely by means of zygospores. Conjugation is isogamous, and 
it appears from the absence of jointed conjugating cells that either conju¬ 
gation takes place between disjointed unicells or that the dissociation of 
conjugating cells takes place immediately after the conjugation canals have 
been established. Such H-shaped pairs of conjugating cells may be seen 
free-floating in water. The protoplasm secretes a shining white pectic 
cellulose substance in a homogeneous mass as in Zygnemopsis splendens 
Randhawa (Fig. VIII, 2, 3 and 4). Zygospores are squarish when mature 
and retain the stumpy arm-like remains of the gametangia. Zygospores are 
22-24 n broad excluding the mucilaginous coat and inclusive of it may be 
as broad as 30/x. When mature the zygospores are dark chocolate brown 
in colour. The spore wall bears small reticulation on surface and is composed 
of two layers, a thin and hyaline exospore and a thick dark brown mesospore 
(Fig. VIII, 6). Three-horned zygospores, produced as a result of the fusion 
of the terminal cell of a filament with the intercalary cell of another, are also 
seen (Fig. VIII, 7). 

Aplanospores. —The commonest mode of reproduction in this species 
is by means of cudgel-shaped aplanospores. The middle part of a cell gets 
swollen and the sides get curved (Fig. VIII, 8). Then the spore walls appear in 
the swollen middle part. In early stages the aplanos}>ores resemble those 
of Zygnemopsis lyengari in shape (Fig. VIII, 6, 9 and 10). However in 
mature aplanospores, the curvature of the arms becomes very conspicuous, 
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Fig. VIII. Zygnemopsis minutum sp. nov. 

1. Shows a vegetative filament and dissociation of cells. 2 and 3. Show early stages 
in conjugation. 4. Shows an immature zygospore, 5. Shows a mature zygospore, Mark 
the reticulate sculpturing of the spore wall. 6. Shows an aplanospore. 7, Shows a three- 
horned zygospore along with an aplanospore. 8, 9 and 10. Show different stages in the 
development of an aplanospore. 11. Shows a mature aplanospore. 


All figs. X 660. 
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and resemblance with aplanospores of some species of Mei^eotia becomes 
marked. In fact the author, before he came across vegetative cells, had 
actually diagnosed these as aplanospores of a spe<^es of Mougeotia. The 
aplanospores are dark chocolate brown in colour and are 18-20 n broad and 
18-30 fi long. The structure of the spore wall is the same as that of zygo¬ 
spores (Fig. VIII, 11). 

Affinities. —This delicate species oi Zygnemopsis resembles Zygnemopsis 
desmioides. Transeau (West) nov. comb. == (Dd>arya desmidioides West) 
in the size and structure of vegetative cells, and the dissociation of cells and 
zygospores. But differences from Z. desmidioides are also well marked. Firstly 
no lamellation is noticeable in the gametangia; secondly, the bigger .size of 
zygospores and pre.sence of reticulations on spore wall; and thirdly, the 
presence of peculiar cudgel-shaped aplanospores. Hence, it is feasible to regard 
the Indian form as a new species, which is named as Z. minutum sp. nov. 

Zygnemopsis minutum .sp. nov. , . 

Vegetative cells 8-10/a broad, 36-46/* long, each with two rounded 
chloroplasts. Reproduction by means of zygospores and a]^4AAospores. Zygo¬ 
spores squarish, 22-24 /* broad, exclusive of mucilage coat. Zygospore wall 
compOvSed of a thin, hyaline exospore, and a thick reticulate chocolate brown 
mesospore. Aplanospores cudgel-shaped, 18-20/* broad and 18-30/* long. 

Habit. —Free-floating in Tons Nadi, Akbarpur, district Fyzabad, U.P., 
mixed with Zygnemopsis lameUaia and Zygnema Oudhensis on 25th March 1937. 

Conclusion. 

Before closing, I sincerely thank Professors Ghose and Bharadwaja for 
so kindly lending the relevant literature, without which the proper study 
of these new algae would not have been possible. 
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1. Apatemon indicus n. sp, 

(Fig. 1.) 

The mature worms, 2-5-2 • 88* in length are distinctly divided into fore and 
hind parts. The forebody is deeply cup-shaped, 0- 912 long and 0-484 broad, 
across the acetabulum. The hindbody of 1 -872-2- 972 length and 0 -88-0- 92 
width is somewhat attenuated at both the ends and much flexed dorsally. 

The oral sucker is transversely elongated and terminal, measuring 
0-128-0-134 X 0-174 in size. The acetabulum is much larger than the oral 
sucker and situated dorsally, a little behind the equator of the forebody, 
measuring 0-24 in diameter. The holdfast organ is well developed arid 
composed of an inner and outer lamellae which usually project beyond the 
rim of the forebody, measuring 0-864 in length and 0-512 in width. The 
prepharynx is very .small, visible in sections only. The pharynx is trans¬ 
versely oval and muscular, measuring 0-066 in length and 0-075 in width. 
The short cesophagus bifurcates much in front of the equator of the fore¬ 
body into two simple caeca which run backwards more or less parallel to one 
another on either side of the acetabulum by which they are partly over¬ 
lapped. Behind the latter they bend ventrally and then run ventro-laterally 
in the hindbody through the dense mass of the vitelline follicles terminating 
near the genital atrium. 

The massive and kidney-shaped testes lie in tandem dorsally to the 
main mass of the vitellaria and the intestinal cseca. The anterior 
testis, 0-628-0-576 in length and 0-692-0-64 in width, is somewhat broader 
than long. The posterior testis, 0-624-0-672 long by 0-692-0-72 broad, 
is somewhat smaller. The vasa eflerentia arise from the anterior concavity 
of their respective testes and unite just in front of the anterior testis to form 
the vas deferens, which dilates jx>stero-dorsally to the second testis to form 
the Voluminous S-Shaped vesicula seminalis. 

* All neuttresienti are in mm. 
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Fio. 1. 


The ovary is spherical or oval, 0-272 in diameter, and situated close 
in front of the anterior testis and 0*128 mm. behind the body constriction. 
The shell gland lies between the two testes. The uterus runs forwards almost 
to the anterior extremity of the hindbody and there it bends on itself to 
continue its downward course as a slightly sinuous descending limb, which 
lies ventrally to the gonads. Its distal part along with the terminal portion 
of the ductus cjaculatorius, opens at the apex of the small, -rather undiffer¬ 
entiated genital cone, which, however, can be protruded out of the genital 
atrium. The ova are large, operculate and a few in number, measuring 
0*1-0*116 X 0'053 in .size. The vitelline follicles are exclusively confined 
to the hindbody, extending from the body constriction or a little behind it 
to the posterior end. The great bulk of the vitelline follicles lies ventrally 
partly overlapping the gonads. The vitelline reservoir lies in the inter- 
testicular space, close in front the of posterior testis. 

Remarks.—Apatemon indicus n. sp. differs from the three Japanese 
species, A. pdlwidus, A. minor and A. fuUgula, described by Yamaguti 
in 1933, in size of acetabulum, and position and size of the gonads. It is 
distinguished from A. gracilis (Rud., 1819) Szidat 1929 and A. graciliformis 
Szidat 1929, by the size of the body, position and size of the gonads, 
size of the acetabulum, and size of the ova. It also differs from A . spharo~ 
cephalus (Brandes, 1888) Szidat 1929, in the size of the acetabulum and the 
pharynx, position and size of the gonads, and above all in the shape of the 
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forebody. It has not been compared to A. Japonictis Ishii 1934, the des¬ 
cription of which is not available to me. 

Host .. Casarca ferruginea, small intestine. 

lyocality .. Allahabad, U.P. (India). 

2. Apaiemon casarcus n. sp. 

(Fig. 2.) 

Sexually mature worms have smooth integument and, feebly developed 
musculature measuring 2.4-2-8 in length. The body is distinctly divided 
into two parts. The deeply cup-shaped forebody measures 0-88-0-96 in 
length and 0-672 in width, across the acetabulum ; the cylindrical hindbody 
is of 1-62-1-84 length and 0-704-1-28 width. The ratio in the length of 
the fore and hind parts is approximate^ 1 : 2. 



Fic. 2. 


The oral sucker is oval and terminal measuring 0-1-0-166 in length 
and 0-136-0-IS in width. The sub-median acetabulum, 0-18-0-2 long 
and 0-21-0 *24 broad, lies a little in front of the equator of the forebody. 
The holdfast organ, as in other species of this genus, consists of two well- 
developed lappets, which nearly occupy the whole width of the forebody, 
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projecting a little beyond the anterior margin of the forebody. The adhesive 
gland lies at the base of the holdfast organ. The prepharynx is absent; 
the pharynx is muscular, spherical and 0*069 in diameter. The short oeso¬ 
phagus forks, much in front of the acetabulum, into two simple caeca which 
terminate in the sub-caudal region. 

The gonads occupy the middle of the hindbody. The two testes are 
asymmetrically bilobed and lie tandem near the dorsal side, close behind 
one another. The anterior testis measures 0*24-0*362 X 0*24-0*432 and 
the posterior 0*363 X 0*43. The vesicula seminalis is S-shaped, very volu¬ 
minous and situated postero-dorsally to the hinder testis. 

The transversely elongated ovary of 0*176 length and 0*266 width 
lies just in front of the anterior testis and approximately 0*32 behind the 
anterior extremity of the hindbody. The shell gland complex lies between 
the testes. The thin-walled uterus extends in front of the ovary upto about 
half the distance betw'een it and the body constriction. The terminal portion 
of the uterus and the distal part, of the ejaailatory duct open into a shallow 
genital cone, which only slightly protrudes out of the genital atrium. The 
vitelline follicles are exclusively confined to the bindbody, being specially 
well developed on the ventral side in front of the ovary. They partly overlap 
the gonads extending posteriorly to half the distance between the posterior 
margin of the second testis and the posterior extremity of the hindbody. 
The vitelline reservoir is inter-testicular. The dorsolateral musculature 
and the excretory system are feebly developed. 

Remarks.— Apatemon casarcus n. sp. differs from all the six species so 
far described, in the peculiar shape of the testes. It, however, stands closest 
to Apatemon fuligules Yamaguti, 1933 on account of the resemblance in the 
form and size of its body, ratio in the length of the fore and hind parts, size 
of the oral sucker and pharynx and the extent of the vitellaria. But it differs 
from it in the large size of the acetabulum, shape and size of the testes and 
the ovary, and the feeble development of the dorsolateral musculature and 
the excretory system. 

Host .. Casarca ferruginea, small intestine. 

Locality .. Allahabad, U.P. (India). 

3. Pseudostrigea sarcogyponts n. sp. 

(Fig* 3.) 

The aspinose body, 4*3g>6*48 in length, is distinctly divided into fore 
and hind parts. The forebody is usually deeply cup-shaped with a wide 
opening and measures l *408-l*71Sl in length and 1 •264-^1 *92 in uddth. 
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The hind body is 2*736 x 1*0-1*312, greatly flexed dorsally, sharply con¬ 
stricted off from the forebody and truncated at the posterior extremity. 
The ratio in the length of fore and hind parts is 1 : 2. At the anterior end 
of the body there are two prominent suctorial jackets, one on each side of 
the oral sucker. The muscle fibres, originating from the thick cuticular 
wall of the pockets, are strongly developed forming a pair of longitudinal 
bundles, which are characteristically disposed in both the fore and hind 
bodies. They extend on either side of the acetabulum and after entering 
the hind body run dorso-laterally giving off at intervals a number of lateral 
branches postero-ventrally ; only a few fibres, however, reach the posterior 
extremity of the hindbody. 

The oral sucker, 0*224 x 0* 192, is oval and terminal in position. The 
prepharynx is absent. The elongated muscular pharynx, 0*12 long by 
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0*087 broad, is much smaller than pharynx. The simple intestinal ceeca 
run dorsally more or less parallel to one another on either side of the aceta- 
btdum and at the junction of the fore and hind parts they pass almost ventraUy, 
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running posteriorly through the dense mass of the vitelline follicles to near 
the base of the genital atrmm. The more or less spherical acetabulum, 
0 •288-0 "304 in diameter, lies immediately behind the equator of the fore 
body. The ratio in the diameters of the two suckers is approximately 1: 2. 
The somewhat cuboidal holdfast organ, 1 -088 in length and 1 *024 in width, 
lies behind the pharynx, and consists of a broader outer and a smaller inner 
lobe. The basal portions of these lamellae are thicker and broader and are 
fused ventrally nearly at the level of the posterior margin of the acetabulum. 
The adhesive gland lies median close behind the holdfast organ, at the 
junction of the fore and hind parts. 

The genital organs, including the uterine coils and the vitellaria, are 
confined to the hindbody. The two large and multilobulated testes are 
placed one in front of the other behind the middle of the hindbody. The 
anterior testis is slightly smaller than the posterior one and measures 0 >512- 
0'576 in length and 0 *768-0-QGS in width. The jiosterior testis is 0*608- 
0*672 X 0*768-1*072 in size. The vasa efferentia arise from the antero- 
ventral margin of their respective testes and join cephalad to the anterior 
testis to form the vas deferens which runs posteriorly, ventral to the testes. 
The voluminous S-shaped vesicula seminalis lies behind the posterior testis 
close to the dorsal body wall and continues behind into a short but well- 
developed ejaculatory duct, which is surrounded by a strong circular and 
a weak longitudinal layer of muscle fibres. The ejaculatory duct at its ter¬ 
minal end with the end-part of the uterus runs through the genital cone, 
which projects more or less distinctly into the spacious genital atrium. The 
latter is clearly differentiated from the surrounding parenchyma and measures 
0*56 in length and 0*592 in width. 

The slightly lobed ovary, 0*224-0*32 long by 0*278-0*464 broad, lies 
median in front of the anterior testis, dorsal to the uterine coils, large mass 
of the vitelline follicles, and the intestinal ceeca. The oviduct arises from 
its postero-dorsal side and runs posteriorly after forming a few convolutions. 
The lyaurer’s canal arises from the oviduct soon after its origin. The shell 
gland complex is intertesticular in position. The uterus as soon as it arises 
turns forwards to about half way between the anterior end of the hindbody 
and the ovary and then bends on itself to run backwards as a more or less 
straight descending limb. It is filled with numerous eggs of elongated oval 
shape and of 0*048 x 0*112 size. 

The vitelline follicles are confined to the hindbody where they lie in 
broad field along the ventral surface being most concentrated in the pre- 
ovarian region. In the postovarian region they lie in a narrow strip on the 
ventrp-lateral side extending up to the genital cone. The large vitelline 
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reservoir is somewhat transversely elongated and lies immediately in front 
of the second testis. The excretory system shows no remarkable feature. 

Remarks. —The new species differs from the type species Pseudostrigea 
hnteonis, in the multilobulated condition and larger size of the testes and 
the ovary, greater length of its body, in the form and size of the oral sucker 
and the pharynx, larger size of the ventral sucker, the greater development 
of the dorsolateral musculature and finally in the size of the ova. 

The diagnosis of the genus Pseudostrigea as given by Yamaguti needs 
modification in the light of the new form described above. 

Amended diagnosis. —Family Strigeidm Railliet 1919, sub-family— 
Sirigeince Railliet 1919, sub-subfamily Cotylurini Dubois 1936. Body 
divided into deejdy cup-shaped forebody and cylindrical hindbody. Hindbody 
approximately 2-3 times as long as forebody and curved dorsad. Vitellaria 
situated on ventral side from anterior end of hindbody to genital cone. 
Genital atrium spacious and surrounded by strong musculature. Ejaculatory 
duct well developed, muscular or non-muscular. Testes irregular or multi¬ 
lobulated one behind the other in posterior half of hindbody. Ovary 
globular or lobed, in front of anterior testis. Uterus extending anteriorly 
to about half way between ovary and body constriction. Shell-gland com¬ 
plex intertesticular. Uaurer's canal present. Eggs elongated oval, operculate. 
Parasitic in carnivorous birds. 

Type species—Pseudostrigea buteonis, Yamaguti 1933. 

d. Cotylurus orieniulis sp. nov. 

(Fig- 4.) 

The body is 3-556 in total length. It is distinctly divided into spherical 
to oval forebody of 1-219 length and 1-118 maximum breadth, which lies 
close in front of the acetabtilum and cylindrical somewhat dorsally flexed 
hindbody, measuring 2-337 in length and ()-751 in width. The dorso-lateral 
musculature is fairly well developed in the hindbody. The cuticle is entirely 
devoid of spines. The ratio in the length of the fore and hind parts 
is 3; 5. 

The oral sticker is sub-terminal and spherical or oval measuring 0-134 
in length and 0-167 in width, The acetabulum is situated dorsally behind 
the equator of the forebody. It is much larger than the oral sucker and oval, 
measuring 0-2 x 0-25 in size. The holdfast organ consists of four to five 
lobes and occupies the major portion of the post-acetabular region of the 
forebody. The adhesive gland is small transversely elongated and situated 
at the base of the holdfast organ. The prepharynx is absent. The pharynx 
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is .transversely oval, measuring 0-083 xO-1 in si7-e. The oesophagus is 
short and the two simple caeca terminate as usual in the sub-caudal 
region. 

The gonads occupy the middle half of the hindbody. The anterior 
testis, reniform in shape with the concavity pointing backwards, lies median 
close behind the ovary, measuring 0-236 in length and 0-467 in width. The 
posterior testis Ls much larger, somewhat star-shaped and situated 0-134 
behind the anterior testis, measuring 0-668 in length and 0-467 in breadth. 
The vesicula seminalis is feebly developed and lies just behind the posterior 
testis near the dorsal surface. 



Fro. 4. 


The ovary is much smaller than the anterior testis and oval to spherical 
in form measuring 0 -134 in length, 0 • 167 in width. It lies somewhat dorsally 
closely in front of the anterior testis. The oviduct arises from its posterior 
margin and after a little distance gives off the Laurer’s canal which opens 
to the exterior dorsally near the anterior margin of the anterior testis. 
A small receptaculum seminis is present dorsally to the anterior testis. The 
uterus containing 1S--21 yellow, operculate ova, of 0*117 X 0-036 size, 
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extends forwards to near the body constriction; its distal part along with 
the narrow and almost straight ejaculatorj’ duct, ojjens at the apex of the 
highly protrusible genital cone. The large muscular genital bulb, lies 
ventrally to the genital cone. 

The vitellaria composed of small spherical follicles are extensively dev¬ 
eloped beginning in the region of the body constriction and terminating at 
the posterior end of the body. The large vitelline reservoir lies close to 
the doisal body wall in between the testes. 

Remarks. —The new species differs from C. platycephalus (Creplin, 1826) 
vSzidat 1929, C. variegatus (Crep., 1825) Szidat 1929, C. erraticus (Rudolphi, 
1809) Szidat 1929, and C. communis I^a Rue 1932, in the form and smaller 
size of its body, position and shape of the te.stes, smaller size of the ovary 
and the presence of a receptaculum seminis. From Cotylurus aquavis 
(Guberlet, 1923) Szidat 1929, it is distinguished bA"^ the larger size of the 
body, shape of the forebody, form of the testes, and size of the ova. Though 
it bears some resemblance to C. hebraicus and C. syricus Dubois 1936, on 
accoimt of the shape of the body, position and shape of the anterior testis 
and ovary, it differs remarkably in many features, such as the large size 
of the body, the shape of the posterior testis, presence of a receptaculum 
seminis, and the anterior limit of the vitellaria. It also differs from the 
other Indian species, C. streptocorpus Verma 1936, in the shape and size of 
the body, shape of the gonads, and the anterior limit of the vitellaria. 

Host .. The common teal, Nettion crecca crecca, small intestine. 

locality .. Allahabad, U.P. (India). 

I am much indebted to Dr. H. R. Mehra for his constant help and guidance. 
Thanks are due to Dr. D. R. Bhattacharya for providing me laboratory 
facilities. 

EXPLANATION OF THE LETTERING. 

AceU, Acettbulum ; Adh., Adhesive gland ; Air,, Genital atrium ; D. ej,. Ductus 
ejaculatorius ; G.b., Genital bulb ; G.^., Genital pore;//./.. Holdfast organ ; /»/.. 
Intestine ; L.e., Laurer’s canal ; L. .r. Lateral suctorial pocket ; Oe.;., Oesophagus; Ov., 
Ovary ; Ph., Pharynx ;/?. J., Receptaculum seminis ; 5A. p/.. Shell gland ; Test., Testes; 
Ut„ Uterus; V.sem,, Vesicula seminalis i Vit,, Vitellaria ; Vit. res.. Vitelline reservoir. 
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IntroducHon, 

During the last few decades much research has been done on the study of 
the microscopic fungus flora of the soil and at present the most accepted 
view is that all soils harbour a fairly definite flora of filamentous fungi. 
This fungus flora takes an active part in the soil in the microbial decomposi¬ 
tion processes under certain conditions, apparently so energetically as to 
rival the importance of bacteria. Most of these ^ studies have been carried 
out in America and other European countries, and the information about 
Indian soils as regards fungus flora is rather scanty. In India the first study 
of soil fungi was made by Butler (1907). He gave an account of the genus 
Pythium and some Chytridiacece. Thaknr and Norris (1928) described 
22 species from Madras soils with special reference to their power of cellulose 
decomposition and ammonification. Mason (1928) has described 4 species 
of Aspergillus and one species of Acrothecium isolated from paddy soil by 
Rhind in Burma. Chaudhuri and Sachar (1934) have given full descrip¬ 
tion of the 32 species isolated from soil samples taken at Lahore, They 
have described and named four new species and one new variety. Recently 
Galloway (1935) has given generic descriptions of soil fungi taken from 
Pusa and certain hilly districts in North India. Mahju (1933) and Ginai 
(1936) have described the fungus flora occurring on the dungs of various 
animals in the Punjab, many of which are common soil forms. 

Experimental. 

For this work a manured and an unmanured plot were selected in the 
Government College Botanic Garden, Lahore. Three to four inches of soil 
from the surface was removed before sampling was done, the technique used 
being the one suggested by Brierley (1923). Thottgh several media were 
tried, Conn's starvation medium as suggested by Brierley (1923) proved 
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most useful for quantitative and qualitative studies and has been used through¬ 
out. It consists of dipotassium phosphate—1 g.; sodium asperginate— 
1 g- I glycerine—10 c.c. ; water—1 litre to which 30 g. of agar is added. 
The pH of the medium is adjusted between 4 and 5. Eight plates in parallel 
were prepared for the manured and unmanured plots several times during 
the course of the work. The plates were incubated at 25*^0. After the 
colonies appeared, isolations of the different forms were made by Brown's 
hyphal-tip method. 

Morphological Examination. 

The detailed morphological examination of each colony growing on a 
petri-dish used to begin on the third day and continued for a week or so. 
After making a preliminary survey for the general features like colony colour, 
floccosity etc., microscopic mounts were prepared to determine the detailed 
structure and measurement of essential cells. 

Staining. 

Preparations were stained either in erythrosine following the methods 
described by Rawlins (1933) or in cotton blue. As sometimes erythrosin 
preparations faded the material to be stained was first put in a mordant 
of 2*5 per cent. Alj (SOi), solution before staining. This gave very satis¬ 
factory results. Preparations were mounted in pure glycerine and ringed 
with Canada Balsam. 

List of species Isolated. 

These are Rhizopus kodosus, Mucor botryoides, Choanephora^\, Cunning- 
hamella echinulata, Sordaria macrospora, Chcetomium globosum, Fusicoccum 
sp,, Cytospora sp., Monilia sp., Trichoderma lignorum, Trichoderma glaucum^ 
Spicaria sp., Stirochate sp., Spondylocladium fumosum, Heterosporium allii, 
Helminthosporium anomalum, AUernaria malvte, Alternaria sp., and Stemmaria 
terrestris. 

In the following table a complete list of the Indian soil fungi so far 
isolated is given along with the name of the investigator. 
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Name of Fungi 


Recorded by 

Ehizopua nigricans 


.Author, Chandhuri & Sachar, Galloway 
and Thakur & Norris 

B, nodosus 


Author 

It, arrhizus 


Chaudhiiri & Sachar and Galloway 

Mucor eircinelloides 


Chandhuri & Sachar 

M, racemosuH 


Thakur & Norris 

3f. glomerula 


Thakur & Norris 

Choanephora sp. 


Author 

C. echinulata 


Author and Galloway 

Gunninghamella vertieillaia 


Chandhuri & Sachar 

Syn^^ephalastrum sp. 


Galloway 

Chmtoniium Indicum 


Galloway 

Sordaria sp. 


Galloway 

8. tnacroapora .. 


Author 

Jiyaaochlamya sp. 


Galloway 

Phoma sp. 


Galloway 

Fuaicocoum sp. .. 


Author 

Cytospora sp. 


Author 

Melanconium sp. 

« • 

Galloway 

Monilia sp. 

# * 

Author and Galloway 

JUT. koningi 

♦ • 

Ohaudhuri & Sachar 

Cephaloaporium sp. 

• • 

Chandhuri & Sachar 

C, acremonium .. 


Thakur & Norris 

Trivhoderma album 


Thakur & Norris 

T. koningi .. • • 

* « 

.»- 

Ohaudhuri & Sachar 
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Name of Fungi 



Bocorded by 

r. lignorum 



Author and Gialloway 

T. glaucum 



Author 

Oidium lactis 



Thakur & Norris 

Aspergillus fumigatus 



Chaudhuri & Sacbar, Galloway and 
Thakur & Norris 

A, nidulans 



Chaudhuri & Sa/Char, Galloway and 
Thakur <& Norris 

A, niger’^ 



Chaudhuri & Sachar, Galloway and 
Thakur & Norris 

A, ealyptratus .. 



Chaudhuri & Sachar 

A^ t€7reu8* 



Chaudliuri & Sachar and Galloway 

A, Sachari 



Chaudhuri & Sachar 

A.flampes 


.. 

Chaudhuri & Sachar and Galloway 

A. sydowi 



Chaudhuri & Sachar and Galloway 

A. versicolor 



Chaudhuri & Sachar 

A. oandidus 



Chaudhuri & Sachar and Thakur & 
Norria 

A. humioola 



Chaudhuri & Sachar and Thakur & 
Norris 

A. fvtSCMS 



Galloway and Thakur & Norris 

A. repens 

■ * 


Thakur & Norris 

A. fiavus* 

* « 


Thakur & Norris 

A. ustus 

% * 


Galloway 

A. ochraceous ., 

m » 


Galloway 

A. temarii* 



Galloway 

A. ehevalieri 

« • 


Galloway 

Fenieilliwn terrestre 

4 • 

•• 

Chaudhuri & Sachar 

VI 



' r ’ 
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Name of Pimgl 

Recorded by 

P, pinophiXtum ., 


Ghaudhuri & Sachar 

P. oxalieum 


Thakur & Jfl'orris 

P, viridi-varians 


Ghaudhuri & Sachar 

P. gldber 


Thakttr & Norris 

P. digiiaium 


Thakur & Norris 

P. glauciim 


Thakur & Norris 

Spicaria silvatlca 


Ghaudhuri & Sac^har 

Spicaria sp. 


Author 

Sporotrich um roseum 


Thakur & Norris 

Botrytis cinerea .. 


Thakur & Norris 

Ciiromyees glaber 


Thakur & Norris 

VeiiiciUUm glaucum 


Thakur & Norris 

AoroBtalagmuH Bp. 


Thakur & Norris 

Cephalotheoium roseum 


Author and Ghaudhuri & Sachar 

Dematiiim 


Galloway 

Botrffotrichum sp. 

^ J 

Galloway 

Meaobotrps sp. .. 

i 

. .i 

Galloway 

Cladogporium herbarum .. 


Ghaudhuri & Sachar and Gkdloway 

Epoohnium up. .. 


Galloway 

Helminthogporium sp. 

* • 

Ghaudhuri & Sachar 

3. anomalum 

* * 

Author 

3. sativum 


Galloway 

B. tetramera 

« « 

Galloway 

Aorolheeium lumtum* 


Ghaudhuri & Sachar and Galloway 

-.. -9 ^*— 





Study of the Fungus Flora of the Lahore Soils 


329 


Name of Fungi 

Eecorded by 

Spondylocladium ftp. 

Author 

Beierosporiuifn ., 

Author 

Alternaria tenuis 

Galloway 

A. humicola 

Chaudhuri & Sachar 

Alternaria ep. .. 

Author 

Torula sp. 

Galloway 

Trichosporium sp. 

Galloway 

Coniasporium sp. 

Galloway 

StiroehcBte sp. .. 

Author 

Fiisarium sp. 

Chaudhuri & Sachar, Galloway and 
Thakur & Norris 

F. oxytporium .. 

Chaudhuri & Sachar 

Myrothecium sp. 

Galloway 

Dictyochaite sp. .. 

Chaudhuri & Sachar 

Siysame atemmonitet 

Galloway 

Stemmaria terreatria 

Author and Chaudhuri & Sachar 

'Hf/pha sp. 

Chaudhuri & Sachar 


♦ These have been described by Mason (1928) from isolations from the Burma paddy 
soils, made by Rind. Butler (1907) has also described the soil Pythiacea as already men¬ 
tioned {Pythium de-Baryanutn, P. intermedium, P. vexans, P. prolifenm, P. rostratum 
Imd P, mouospermum). 

Besides the above forms isolated from the soil, there are many forms 
which are found both in the soil and on dungs of various animals. For a 
list of these dung fvmgi recorded in India reference to papers by Mahju (1933) 
and Ginai (1936) should be made. Amongst the undoubted soil organisms, 
isolated by the above workers from dung, may be mentioned the following :— 
{1) Mucor tnucedo, (2) M. griseosporus, (3) Syncephalis sphariea, {i) Asper- 
giltus fiavus, (6) Sordarta tnacrospora, (6) Sordaria coprophila, (7). Sordtpria 
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winteri, (8) Sordaria decipiens, (9) Chatomium spirale, (10) C. globosutn, 
(11) Sporomia minima, (12) Stysanus stemmonitis, (13) Coremium sp., (14) 
Isaria brachiata, (15) Torula convoluta, (16) Oedocephalum glomerulosum. 


Intensities of Various Genera. 

Waksman (1927) and other workers have pointed out that Aspergillus 
is more abundantly found than Penicillium in the warmer soils, the latter 
being predominantly found in cooler climates. Chaudhuri and Sachar (1934) 
and Galloway (1936) have also found the same to be true. The present 
author has also found that to be true only to a certain extent, specially 
regarding the number of species of each form. Working on the intensity 
of these two forms both in the manured and the unmanured plot, the author 
found that it varied according to the season in both the plots. From early 
spring to the beginning of moist hot weather in July-August, there was 
always found a great deal of difference in the number of Aspergilli and 
Penicillii present in the soils. With the drop in temperature, the number 
of Penicillii rose high and by the end of September, the Aspergilli and Peni. 
cilia counts both of the unmanured and manured soils equalled and at the 
approach of winter, the number of Aspergilli fell down very quickly but 
not so that of the Penicillii. The samplings in November clearly showed 
that Penicillii number increased in winter. 


Conclusion. 

The present investigations show that the soil fungi are almost cosmo¬ 
politan, If detailed work is pursued, no doubt practically all the genera 
and many of the species reported from Europe and America could be found. 
Regarding the total number of the organisms, it has been found that the 
temperature plays a very important part as also the moisture contents of 
the soil. Aspergilli and Penicillii occur in the largest number in the soil 
and either the former or the latter will predominate depending upon whether 
the temperature is high or low. 

About twenty species of fungi have been recorded by the author. Of 
these some are new records. 

Before concluding, the author takes the opportunity of thanking 
Dr. H. Chaudhuri and Dr. J. Singh for their kind interest in this work and 
many helpful suggestions and general guidance. 
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OBITUARY NOTICE. 


Rai Bahadur Dr. Shiv Ram Kashyap. 

(1882-1934.) 

Rai Bahadur Dr. S. R. Kashyap, B.A. (Cantab.), D.Sc. [Honoris Causa, 
Panjab), I.E.S., F.A.S.B., Professor of Botany, Government College, 
I.ahore, and of the Panjab University and Honorary Professor of Botany, 
Hindu University, Benares, died suddenly at Uahore, on the 26th 
November, 19.34, of hejirt-failure. Even half an hour before his death, he 
was attending to his work with his characteristic thoroughne.ss. 

To-day his country is the poorer by the loss of one of its best-known 
and best-beloved intellectuals. As a scientist, he was respected all the 
world over and as a teacher he will be mourned by a host of admiring 
students all over the country, many of whom are holding University Chairs 
in Botany and other important appointments. For ever, he will be looked 
upon as one of the chief makers of modern Indian Botany. His pioneer 
researches on Himalayan lyiverworts will go down to posterity as a great 
scientific achievement which will keep alive his memory for ever. 

In his early life, Kashyap had a brilliant and remarkable academic 
career which can seldom be rivalled. Born on 6th November 1882 at 
Jhelum of a family with a long record of meritorious military services, he 
matriculated from the Panjab University in 1899. In 190i», he joined the 
Medical School at Agra and received his Medical Diploma in 1904, topping 
the list of successful candidates and winning the First Medal. He then 
served for two years in the Medical .Service of the United Provinces. 

While still a student of the Medical School he appeared as a private 
candidate for the Intermediate science examination of the Panjab University 
and not only succeeded in passing the examination in the first division 
but stood at the top of the list in the University. He was offered a univer¬ 
sity scholarship but this he declined to accept and went on with his studies 
at the Medical School. In 1906, while serving in the Medical Department 
of the United Provinces, he again appeared as a private candidate for the 
B.Sc. examination of the Panjab University and again tdpped the list of 
successful candidates. In the same year he resigned his post in the Medical 
Service and was appointed Assistant Professor of Biology at Government 
College, Lahore. In 1909, he passed the M.Sc. examination in Botany, 
again getting a very high first class and standing first among the M.A. and 
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M.Sc. candidates in the University. As a result he was awarded the much- 
prized Arnold and Maclagan Gold Medals of the University. 

In 1910, he went to Europe and joined the Cambridge University from 
where, in 1912 he took his Honours Degree in the Natural Science Tripos. 

On his return home. Professor Kashyap was appointed Professor of 
Botany at the Government. College, Eahore, in the senior grade of the 
Provincial Educational Service and was i)romoted to the Indian E.ducational 
Service in 1920. In 1919, when the Honours School in Botany was organ¬ 
ised by the Panjab University, he was appointed University Professor of 
Botany, in which capacity he continued to serve the cause of education 
until his death. 

He had been an elected Fellow of the University for manj' years and 
the Dean of the Science Faculty for a long time. He was also a member 
of the Syndicate and in 1931 officiated as Dean of University Instruction 
for some months. He had been for several years a member of the Science 
Faculty and of the Boards of Studies of several other Universities also, such 
as Agra, Uucknow and Benares. Professor Kashyap was the first system¬ 
atic botanist to preside over the annual deliberations of the Indian vScience 
Congress in 1932, ever since it was founded in the year 1914. It was the 
highest honour that the Indian scientists could confer on him. In recogni¬ 
tion of his valuable contributions, the Panjab University, in 1933, conferred 
on him, Honoris Causa, the Degree of Doctor of Science. 

He was the first Secretary of the Indian Botanical Society, which was 
fovmded in 1920, and did all the spade work in its organisation. He was 
its President in 1926 and was the Editor-in-Chief of its organ, the Journal 
of the Indian Botanical Society. He was also an Advisory Editor of Chronica 
Botanica, published from Holland. He was elected Pre.sident of the Botany 
Section of the Indian Science Congress in 1919 when the Congress met at 
Bombay. In 1934, he was elected a Fellow of the Indian Academy of 
Sciences. 

He contributed numerous papers on various groups of the Vegetable 
Kingdom. His contributions to three subjects—the sexual generation of 
Equisetum, the Liverworts of the Western Himalayas and the Flora of 
Tibet—however, stand out above all others. One of his very first papers 
appeared in 1919, in which he described the structure and development of 
the sexual generation of Equisetum debile, one of the Indian members of the 
family of horsetails, growing at Lahore, which was quite different from what 
was known up to that time in many .species worked out by European and 
American investigators. The account was so different that some people 
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even made adverse remarks in the beginning bnt later they all agreed when 
they saw the specimens. In 1917, Prof. Kashyap suggested that the sexual 
generation of other species woitld also show a similar structure as seen in 
the Indian species if certain conditions with regard to space and nourish¬ 
ment were fulfilled. Later work has shown how prophetic his prediction 
was. 

The second subject of Prof. Kashyap’s investigations has been the little 
group of Liverworts or Hepaticce. His contribution to the knowledge of the 
West-Himalayan Liverworts has been very great and tliis may be regarded 
as his chief subject. He described 1 new genera and over 30 new species 
of Liverworts. When his first paper on them was published Professor 
Goebel, of Munich University, one of the leading botanists of the World, 
wrote to him ; “ Y on have struck a gold vein in the Western Himalayas and 
made a most valuable addition to our knowledge of Liverworts.” Professor 
(now Sir John) P'armer wrote, ” I cannot refrain from congratulating you 
on the advance towards our knowledge of these interesting plants which 
you have been able to make.” 

His contribution to the Theory of Evolution by Reduction, in this 
group is very important and has been highly appreciated in Europe and 
America. He not only greatly expanded this theory and ijlaced it on 
a strong basis but actually followed out the various lines of evolution. 
Dr. Cavers wrote to him, " I shall have to re-write the portion of ' Inter¬ 
relationships ’ dealing with the Marchantiales.” Recently he published 
a monograph on the Liverworts of the Western Himalayas and the Punjab 
Plain. This is a very valuable piece of work and fills a great gap in the 
botanical literature of India. 

The third subject to which Prof. Kashyap very largely contributed is 
the Flora of the Western Himalayas and Western and Central Tibet. He 
was a great traveller and probably knew more than anybody else about 
this interesting country. He crossed the Himalayas into Tibet at nine 
different places throughout its length and several times at some places. 
AmoQg the regions visited by him are Ijadak, the sources of practically all 
the rivers of the Panjab, the world-famous sacred country of Mountain 
Kailas and Lake Manasarovar, the sources of the Ganges and the Jumna, 
the country in the neighbourhood of Kanchenjunga, Gyantse, etc., etc. It 
may be said of him that he knew the Himalayas as one knows his own 
home. He brought back a very large collection of plants from these places, 
many pf which have not been recorded from that country so far. Besides 
adding to the botany of these regions, he even extended their geographical 
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knowledge. The exploration of the Himalayas and the study of its vege¬ 
tation were his life's passion. It may not be known to all that years back 
when far out on the other side of the Himalayas, he fell ill and had to be 
brought down almost in an unconscious state. But that could not keep 
him back from further explorations in the following years. Last year, w^hen 
up on the Himalayas, he again became seriously ill and had a bad attack 
of heart trouble. This year, he slightly recovered from its effects and was 
planning yet another trip to the Himala^^as. With him, his work came 
first and if any one remonstrated with him for working so hard in his failing 
health, he would say Why, my life is not more important than my work." 
Such was his love for his work. Those of us who had the rare good fortune 
of working with him as colleagues for a number of years look upon his death 
as a personal loss. A distinguished scientist, a pioneer botanist, a great 
teacher, and an indefatigable worker, an untiring Himalayan explorer, yes. 
he was all that but much more—he was, on top of everything else, a sincere 
friend and a generous helper to all his colleagues and pupils. Richly 
endowed with qualities of head, he achieved his tremendous popularity 
even more by his unique qualities of heart. He possessed in an extraordi¬ 
nary degree that sweet reasonableness which stamped him out at once as 
a gentleman and a man of true culture. All those who like me came in 
close personal contact with him, at once felt the subtle charm and magne¬ 
tism and human warmth of his presence. 

vSuch was the man who is deeply mourned to-day by a very wide circle 
of grief-stricken friends and admirers. 

The following is a list of the publications of Professor Kashyap :— 

(1) Notes on species of Buglena {Records of the Indian Museum, Calcutta, April 1908). 
(2) Structure and development of the Prothallus of Bquisetum debille {Annals of Botany, 
London, January 1914). (3) Notes on New and Little-known West Himalayan Liverworts, 
No. 1 (Netv Phytologist, Cambridge, 1914), (4) Notes on New and Little-known West Hima¬ 
layan Liverworts, No. 2 (New Phytologist, Cambridge, 1914). (5) Notes on New and Little- 
known West Himalayan Liverworts, No. 3 {Netv Phytologist, Cambridge, 1915). (6) The genus 
Riccia and the origin of the Pteridophytes {Lahore Phil. Soc., June 1915) {Proc. for 1915-16). 
(7) Notes on Targionia kypophylla {New Phytologist, Cambridge, 1917). (8) Notes 
on Bquisetum debille {Annals of Botany, London, 1917). (9) Liverworts of the Western 
Himalayas and the Punjab Plain, No. 1 {Jour. Bomb, Natur. Hist Soc., 1916). (10) Liver¬ 
worts of the Western Himalayas and the Punjab, No. 2 {Jour. Bomb, Natur. Hist Soc., 
1917). (11) Notes on the inflorescence of Zea Mays {Lahore Phil. Soc., June 1918) 
{Proc. for 1917-20). (12) Abnormal number of needles in the shoots of Finns longlfolia 
(Jour. Ind. Bot., 1919). (13) Presidential Address to the Botany Section of the Indian 
Science Congress at Bombay in Jan. 1919 {Proc. As. Soc. Beng., New Series, Vol. IS, 1919, 
No. 4, The relationships of Liverworts, especially in the light of some recently discovered 
Himalayan Forms). (14) The Androecium of Plagiochasma appendiculatum L. and P. 
articulatum Kash. {New Phytologist, 1919). (15) Variability in some Himalayan Liverworts 
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{Lahore Phil. Soc., February 1917) {Proc. for 1917-20). (16) Distribution of Liverworts 
in the Western Himalayas {Lahore Phil. Soc., November 1919) {Proc. for 1917-20). 
(17) Floating Islands of Riwalsar {Jour. Ltd. But., April 1920). (18) Notes on the distribu¬ 
tion of Liverworts in the Western Himalayas, Ladak and Kashmir {Jour. hid. Bot., May 
1921). (19) Some observations on Cycas revoluta and C. circinalis growing in Lahore 
{Jour. Ind. Bot., June 1921). (20) Notes on some Foreign Plants which have recently 
established themselves about Lahore (Jour. Ltd. Bot„ December 1932). (21) A contribu¬ 
tion to the Life-history of Ancura indica St. (Jour. lud. Bot., December 1922, jointly with 
S. K. Pande). (22) A long-lost Liverwort {Monoscletiium teuerum) (Jour. Ltd. Bot. Soc., 
1923). (23) Two Indian species of the genus Notothylas (Lahore Phil. Soc., November 1923, 
Vol. 4). (24) Some abnormalities in the flowers of Cavtiahis safh’a (Jour. Ltd. Bot. Soc., 
1925, Vol. 4, No. 6). (25) Abnormal sporophylls iii the male cone of Cycas cirdfialis (Jour. 

Ind. Bot. Soc., Vol. 4, Nos. 9 and 10). (26) The Vegetation of Western Himalayas and 
Western Tibet in relation to their climate (Jour. hid. Bot. Soc.. Vol. 4, Nos. 9 and 10, 1925), 
(27) The colour in the flowers of Potentilla aryyrophylla (Ahs. hid. Sci. Cong., 1926). (28) 
Salsola fa*tida with special reference to its galls (Proc. J.ahore Phil. Soc., Vol. 5, 1925-26). 
(29) Replacement of fertile shoots by vegetative shoots in Huphorbia Hbeiica Boiss. (30) A 
new species of Pctalophyllum P. indicum, Kashyap, from Lahore (Jour. Ind. Bot. Soc., 1928, 
Vol. 7, No. 1). (31) A study of JJumortiera (jointly with Mr. Brij Lai Setlii) (/fb.T. Ind. 
Sci. Cong., Madras, 1929; Botany Section As. Soc. Beng.). (32) Observations on the flora 
of the Upper Chandra Valley and Spiti (Ahs. hid. Sci. Cong., Madras, 1929, As. Soc. Beng.). 
(33) Some geographical observations in Western Tibet (Jour, and Proc. As. Soc. Beng., 1929, 
Vol. 25, No, 1). (34) Liverworts of the Western Himalayas and the Punjab Plain, Part I 
(Punjab University Publication, 1929). (35) Liverworts of the Western Himalayas and the 
Punjab Plain, Part I, Supplement (Punjab University Publication, 1933). (36) Liverworts 
of the Western Himalayas and the Punjab Plain, Part II (Punjab University Publication, 
1933). (37) The Liverwort flora of Sikkim, Read at the Ind. Sci. Cong., Allahabad, Jan¬ 
uary 1930 (As. Soc. Beng., Bot. Section). (38) Notes on the flora of Central Tibet, Read 
at the Ind. Sci. Cong., Allahabad, January 1930 (Abs. Bot, Sec., As, Soc. Beng.). (39) Some 
abnormal cones in Bquisetum debille (Jour, hid. Bot. Soc., Vol. 9, No. 4). (40) Some 

jjeculiar cones and microsporophylls of Cycas circimlis {Jour. hid. Bot. Soc., Vol. IX, No. 4). 
(41) Stellera chamwjasme Linn. (Jour. hid. Bot. Soc., 1930, Vol. IX, No. 4). (42) Acrogy- 
nous Liverworts of the Western Himalayas (Malaviya Commenwration Vol., 1932). (43) 

Some aspects of the Alpine vegetation of the Himalaya and Tibet with appendix—List of 
plants in the Herbarium of the Botany Department, Government College, I^ahorc, collected 
by Prof. S. R. Kashyap beyond the main Himalayan range, Pres. Address to the Nineteenth 
Indian Science Congress at Bangalore (Proc. of the 19th Ind. Sci. Cong., 1932). (44) Auto¬ 

nomous movement in the leaves of Curcidigo recurvata, Dryand. (Current Science, Vol, I, 
No. 1). (45) Some more peculiarities in the male cone of Cycas circinalis collected at Lahore 
in 1932 (Ind, Sci, Cong,, Patna, 1933, Abs.). (46) An account of a Journey to the Gangotri 
Glacier (Uruszfati Journal, 1933). (47) Jointly with P. N. Mchra, Dichotomous branching 
in the leaves of Pleopeliis simplex Sw. (Current Science, 1934, Vol. HI, No. 2). (48) Flora 
of the Central Punjab (To be published sliortly by the Punjab University). 
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Professor K. K. Mathur. 

WB deeply regret to record the premature death on 18th July 1936, at the 
early age of 43, of Prof. K. K. Mathur, Professor of Geology, Benares 
Hindu University, and one of the Foundation Fellows of the Indian Academy 
of Sciences. After a distinguished educational career in India and abroad, 
Mr. Mathur was ai)pointed Professor of Geology in the Benares Hindir 
University, which post he held with great distinction for these 15 years. 
Only about a 3 ^ear before bis death, Prof. Mathur was elevated to be the 
Principal of the Science College in the Hindu University ; and it is sad to 
think that Death snatched him away so soon and deprived the institution 
of the full benefits of his ripe experience and mature judgment. 

In the field of Indian geology, the late Prof. Mathur will long be re¬ 
membered for his valuable work on the petrology of the Deccan traps, his 
paper on the '' Magmatic Differentiation in Mount Girnar"' [Jour, Geo., 1926, 
84, No. 4) being an outstanding contribution. In the course of his micro¬ 
scopic study of the rocks from this area, Prof. Mathur was able to recognise 
a new member of the Hastingsite group of amphiboles (which he called 
girnariie), the physical, chemical, and optical properties of which he described 
in a paper published in 1931. P'rom the Presidential chair of the Geology 
Section of the Indian Science Congress, which he was invited to occupy in 
January 1934, Prof. Mathur delivered a very lucid and suggestive address 
on Some problems of petrogenesis in the Deccan trap and there is uo 
doubt that, if he had been spared for some more years, he would himself 
have contributed largely to the elucidation of many of these problems. 

By his genial and courteous temperament, the late Prof. Mathur had 
gathered round him a band of young and enthusiastic workers and was thus 
responsible for building up the reputation which the Benares Hindu Univer¬ 
sity now enjoys as a centre of geological instruction and research. By his 
simplicity of habits and sincerity of purpose, he had endeared himself to 
a large circle of friends and relations to many of whom his death comes with 
all the poignancy of a personal bereavement. 

D. R. 
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Dewan Bahadur Dr. L, K. Ananthakrishna Iyer. 

(1861-1937.) 

The news of the death of Dewan Bahadur Dr. I/. K. Ananthakrishna Iyer, 
which sad event occurred on February 25, 1937, was received by his 
numerous friends and admirers with great sorrow. To the last moment, 
he was apparently in the enjoyment of excellent health and spirit and 
those that met him at the Indian Science Congress Session in Hyderabad, 
could hardly have imagined that his end was so near. 

Dr. Ananthakrishna Iyer was a great pioneer in the younger branches 
of biological sciences, namely, Anthropology and Ethnology, and his inde¬ 
fatigable industry and remarkable activity in field work and in his study 
have been the admiration of all who knew him intimately. The results of 
his labours, besides diffusing general knowledge of the customs and manners 
of the different group.s and communities .of South Indian people have 
created a general interest in the science itself, which has made a rapid 
progress under his inspiring example and guidance. His life comprehended 
well-nigh forty years of ethnographical research. The brief bibliography of 
his more important works given at the end of the sketch represents a record 
of honourable and distinguished achievement. We stand too near the 
period diiring which Dr. Iyer laboured to be able to assess the real value of 
his accomplished work. But we have no doubt that as Anthropological 
studies progress in India, his contributions will be regarded as the great 
foundation on which the superstructure has to be built. 

Dr. Ananthakrishna Iyer born of an orthodox Hindu family in Palghat, 
received his early education in the local schools. From his early boyhood, 
he had shown considerable zeal and intelligence in his studies w^hich were 
noticed by his school teachers. After a distuiguished career in the local 
English schools from which he matriculated, he proceeded to Calicut for 
completing his undergraduate course. At Kerala Vidyasala, he came under 
the notice of Mr. Barrow, the Principal of the College, with whom he was 
later destined to work as a colleague in the Palghat College. Dr. Anantha¬ 
krishna Iyer obtained his B.A. degree of the Madras University, in science, 
and during his studies in the Madras Christian College, he cultivated the 
friendship of Dr. William Miller, a missionary Principal, who was known 
alike for his piety and ptiblic zeal, and whose contributions to the spread 
of higher education in India could hardly be surpassed. 
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Dr. Ananthakrisnha Iyer's official career ranged over a very wide field 
and although he shifted from one appointment to another he had the power 
and capacity to enrich his experience. He had, therefore, opportunities of 
coming into intimate contact with numerous people who were his colleagues 
or superior officers and from his early da 3 rs he developed habits of close and 
critical observation of men and manners. This experience formed the 
foundation of his later interest in anthropological researches. Dr. Anantha- 
krishna Iyer was a man slow in forming his opinions and had a very large 
measure of scientific scepticism which accounts for the great rigour with 
which he applied the scientific methods to his studies and for the great 
precision and clearness of his descriptions. 

After a distinguished career as science teacher at the Emakulam 
College, Dr. Ananthakrishna Iyer in whom the Government of Cochin had 
recognised some of the lineaments of the future anthropologist appointed 
him to investigate the cultural and racial problems of the different 
communities inhabiting that small but extremely interesting State. 
Dr. Ananthakrishna Iyer immediately found himself in his element and 
addressed himself to his task with his characteristic energy and enthusiasm. 
Though he was not provided with all the equipments necessary for his in¬ 
vestigation, still this deficiency was amply supplied by his insight and his 
perseverance, and the results that he has accomplished under such circum¬ 
stances have received the great approbation from his European colleagues 
and friends. In 1908, his first contribution on the “ Cochin Tribes and 
Castes ” was issued by the Government and later was followed by a second 
volume. The publication of these two sumptuous volumes elicited the warmest 
encomiums from Dr. John Beddoe and M. Bougie who were impressed 
at once by the painstaking industry of the author and the care with which 
a great mass of facts had been sifted and recorded in true scientific spirit. 

On the conclusion of his anthropological studies, Dr. Ananthakrishna 
Iyer was deputed to organise a Zoological Garden and Museum for the 
Cochin State and although he was entirely new to this branch of knowledge, 
still his capacity for acquisition of fresh knowledge and his power of utilising 
it were responsible for the creation of an exceedingly interesting Institute 
in Trichur, whose popularity and educational value in the collection and 
arrangement of the exhibits attracted the notice of the Government as well 
as of the foreign visitors to the State. By 1913, the reputation of 
Dr. Ananthakrishna Iyer as a first-rate anthropologist was established and 
his place among the leaders of science was secured. In 1916, the University 
of Madras appointed Dr. Ananthakrishna Iyer as Reader to deliver a series 
of lectures in Ethnology. 
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During the eight years from 1912-20, Dr. Iyer was engaged in further 
studies on the peoples of Cochin. The original plan was to complete the 
Cochin survey in three volumes, the last one being devoted to an Anthro¬ 
pometric enquiry. This was interrupted by an independent investigation 
on the Syrian Christians of Malabar, Cochin and Travancore. The mono¬ 
graph bearing the same name was published by the Cochin Government 
Press in 1924 after Dr. Iyer’s retirement from the State. 

In 1921, Dr. Ananthakrishna Iyer was invited by the University of 
Calcutta to accept the post of Lecturer in Ethnologj' to conduct Post¬ 
graduate work in the subject and also to organise the Anthropological and 
Ethnological Department. He remained the Head of the Department and 
the Chairman of the Board of Studies in Anthropology till his retirement 
in 1932. Even here his activities were never confined to one place or local¬ 
ity : after the lectures of the usual sessions he took the students to back¬ 
ward tracts to train them in field-work and practical investigations. 

In 1924, the Government of Mysore appointed him Officer-in-charge of 
Ethnographic Survey, which he used to carrj' on during his long vacation. 
His work in Mysore comprehended a critical- survey of 104 tribes and castes 
published in four superb volumes, most beautifully edited and illustrated. 
These four volumes to which prefaces and introductions were contributed 
by European savants such as Baron von Eickstedt, Dr. Marett and others, 
will always remain a monumental contribution to the descriptive science of 
South Indian Anthropology, and should provide the basis for future anthro¬ 
pologists for further investigations. In the first volume which was curiously 
published last, he adopted a more extended canvas and discussed in great 
detail the ethnology of Mysore in the South Indian setting. It might be 
regarded as one of the finest and most exhairstive treatises on South Indian 
Ethnology. 

Early in 1934, Dr. Ananthakrishna Iyer received invitations to lecture 
at a number of Universities in Europe. He spent about five months out of 
India, during which he visited Naples, Rome and Florence in Italy, and 
delivered addresses on South Indian ethnographic and anthropologic topics 
which were universally admired and appreciated. Some of the topics that 
he dealt with like “ Black Magic in India " Primitive Culture in Southern 
India ” were characterised by remarkable scholarship and wide researches, 
and in appreciation of his distinguished service to the science of Anthropo¬ 
logy, the University of Firenze awarded to him the University Medal. In 
Paris, he addressed the Members and Fellows of the Anthropological Insti¬ 
tute and School of Indology under the Presidency of Dr. Sylvain Levy, and 
ifiunediately after this he was invited to Oxford to give at the Pitt-Rivers 
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Museum a lecture on South Indian Culture. He toured widely both in 
Austria and in Germany and in every place he visited he was welcomed by 
the Learned Societies with great enthusiasm and was earnestly solicited to 
address the various Institutions on the different cultural and racial aspects 
of South Indian Anthropology. Of course, his reputation as the distin¬ 
guished author of some of the great works of Indian Anthropology had 
already preceded him and his numerous friends who had known him through 
his works were greatly rejoiced at meeting him. Dr. Ananthakrishna Iyer 
was elected Vice-President of the Section of General Ethnology’' and Socio¬ 
logy at the International Congress of Anthropologic'al and Ethnological 
Sciences held in I.ondon in 1931. His long record of contributions to 
Anthropology and Ethnology was recognised by the Comitc iV Organization, 
and he was elected unanimously to the Comite D'Honnem of the Cotigress. 
His contribution on The Agricultural Basis of Religion in India '' was 
received at the Congress with great appreciation. After a snccessfal conti¬ 
nental tour, he returned to India in August 1934. Soon after his return 
to India, he was deputed by the Ch.ief Commissioner of Coorg to undertake 
the ethnographic survey of that interesting State, and he was supported in 
his labours b}^ Dr. Cipriani. He had completed his work before February 
1936 and the monogra|)hs are now ready for ])ublication. 

In recognition of his great achievements, the President of France 
honoured him by electing him to the distinction of the Officer D'Academic. 
The Government ot India conferred on him the title of Dewan Bahadur. 
The University of Breslau awarded him the Honorary Doctorate of Medicine 
and Surgery (the Faculty of Medicine controlling the Department of 
Anthropology and Ethnology in the continental Universities). 

It is difficult adequately to sum up within the limits of this brief 
memoir Dewan Bahadur Dr. Ananthakrishna Iyer's work on Indian Ethno¬ 
logy. The influence of his writings on European Anthropologists seems to 
have been considerable. The Director of the Anthropological Institute and 
Ethnographical Museum of Breslau, Baron von Eickstedt, in a communi¬ 
cation dated September 23rd, 1930, expressed the general opinion of the 
European Anthropologists on Dr. Iyer's works in these terms :— 

All are unanimous in that India possesses in you one of the most 
careful, active, and assiduous scholars of which Ethnology can boast of in 
any culture or country. Accordingly one finds your name mentioned with 
appreciation in English, German, Austrian and Italian works. The great 
text-book of Father W. Schmidt—^who first started the connections between 
the Mundari and Monkhmer peoples—^is full of the results of your research 
work and full of your instructive pictures from Southern India. This is the 
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recognition of the fact that since long your works arc considered to be a real 
storehouse of cultural and historical knowledge and are highly appreciated. 
We, therefore, not only honour you, but venerate you as the father of Indian 
Ethnology.. . .Should there be any scholar really interested in civilisation^ 
history and cultural future of his country, who should not know and respect 
your name, the name of the father of Indian Ethnology ? Your admirable 
assiduity, your useful activity, your sound judgment and extensive know¬ 
ledge are rendering you an ornament to every university, which may be so 
luck}" as to have you in the ranks of her Professors/' 

The vast outjmt of liis scientific investigations and reports was all 
during the last thirty-six years of his life, and a large part of it done after 
his retirement from the full term of official service in the Cochin State, 
a year or two before he attained bis sixtieth year. So great a capacity and 
zeal for a type of work which necessitated frequent travel mostly in out-of- 
the-way places and a dislocation of his ordinary habits of life is not easily 
matched. 

Dr. Ananthakrishna Iyer's efforts to popularise the subject of Antliro- 
pology in the Indian Universities is an important contribution to the 
progress of scientific education in this country. 

When the Indian Academy of Sciences and the National Institute of 
Sciences of India were founded, Dr, Ananthakrishna Iyer was elected a 
Fellow of both these Institutions and he acted as Preside nt of the Anthropo¬ 
logical Section of the Indian Science Congress on five distinct occasions. 
Dr. Ananthakrishna Iyer will always be remembered by his numerous 
friends for his great geniality, stem rectitude of character, sini[>le habits of 
life, unostentatious and unassuming manners. His scholarship was as wide 
as his powers of exposition were remarkable. He was happy in his domestic 
life, and his sons have already earnt a great reputation in the respective 
fields of their activity. Dr. Ananthakrishna Iyer had the most lovable gift 
of .making friends and retaining them. He never offended anyone nor 
made a single enemy in his long and lionourable life. 
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OBITUARY NOTICE. 


Professor I. P. Pavlov. 

( 1849 - 1936 .) 

The Indian Academy of Sciences has suffered a grievous loss in the 
death of Professor Pavlov, who was elected one of its Honorary P'ellows 
in 1934. His election to any organisation would confer prestige and the 
Indian Academy of Sciences was the first Institution in India to confer 
upon this distinguished scientist the Honorary Fellowship and had the satis¬ 
faction of its invitation being gratefully accepted. It is hardly necessary 
to say that the passing away of this great man at the age of eighty-six has 
left a void in the circle of scientist.s, M'hich it will take a long time to fill. 

Professor Pavlov was a Nobel Prizeman, -having been elected to that 
distinction in 1904, in recognition of his researches on the functions of the 
digestive glands. Professor Pavlov was the recipient of numerous honours 
—he was Foreign Member of the Royal Society (1907), elected Member of 
the Russian Academy of Sciences (1907), and Honorary P'ellow of the 
Royal Collegf^ of Physicians (1928). He was awarded the Copely Medal in 
1918. As Director of Physiological Laboratories in the Russian Academy 
of Medicine and the Institute of Experimental Medicine, he attained world¬ 
wide fame and carried out extensive investigations on the problems of 
digestion, of cerebral activity and the theory of reflexes. 
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